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Conqueft of Peru by the Spaniards. Changes 
that have happened in this HO fice 
that revolution. 


gyritt of the conquerors of the other hemi- | V4 
fphere. I have not fuffered my judgment to Cm the : 
be fo far mifled by the brilliancy of thei fucceffes, fran 


as to be blind to their crimes and atts of injuftice, erin the 
My view is to write hiftory, and I almoft always §, ;»proves 
write ‘it wich my eyes bathed in tears, Aftonifh~ 
ment hath fometimes fucceeded grief. I have 
been furprized that. none of thefe favage warriors 
fhould have preferred the more certain mode of 
mildnefg and humanity, and that they thould 
have rather chofen to fhew themfelves as tyrants 


Vou, 1V. B than 


I: has not been my intention to be the panes 39 9 x 


Zz 
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Bar © than as benefadois. What itrange infatuation 
ee hath prevented them from perceiving, that while 


they deftioped the countries which they feized 
upon, they were injuring themfelves, aud that 
their ciuelties obliged them to give up a more 
quiet and more lucrative poffeffion of them ? It 
hath been afferted, that in countries where man 
had not yet appeared, the moft timid animals 
came near him without fear, I can never be per- 
fuaded, that atthe firft afpeé of an European, the 
favage man can haye been more wild than the ani- 
mals. It was undoubtedly a fatal experience which 
informed him of the danger of fuch familiarity. 

Wuar then! fhall nations be more cruel among 
themfelves, than the moft oppreffive fovercigns 
are towards their fubjects? One fociety mutt then 
devour another! Man will be more fierce than 
the tyger) Shall reafon have been given to him 
merely as a fubfticute in him to every maleficent 
infting&; and fhall his annals be nothing more 
than the annals of his perverfenefs ? O God! why 
didft thou create man? Thou certainly didit know, 
that for one inftant in which thou fhould’t be 
able tolook upon thy work with complacency, thou 
fhould’ft turn thine eyes away from it a hundred 
times? Thy prefcience certainly forefaw the atro- 
cious aéts which the Spaniards weie to commit in 
the New World! 

We are here going to difplay fcenes, ftill more 
terlible than thofe which have fo often made us 
fhudder. They will be uninteriuptedly repeated 
in thofe immenfe regions which semain sfor us to 
goover. The fword will never be blunted; and 

we 
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We fhall not fec it ftop ‘till Ic meets with no more 
viduins to ftrikes ‘ 

‘We shall again begih our accotnts with Co~ 
lumbus, This great man had “difcovered the 
continent of America without ever landing upon 
it, Ie was not till after the iflfand of San Do-~ 
mingo was fimly eflablifhed; that he thought 
proper to extehd his ehterprizess He imagined 
that beyond this continent there was another 
ocean, which muft terminate at the Eaft Indies ; 
and that thefe two feas might have a communi- 
cation with each other, In order to diftover it, 
he failed, in 102, as clofe along the coaft as 
(poffible. He touched at all places that were ac- 
ceffible; and; contrary to the cuftom of other 
navigators who behaved in the countries which 
they vifited in fuch a manner as if they were 
never to return to them, he treated the inhabit~ 
ants with a degree of kindnefs thit gained their 
affection. ‘The gulph of Daries particularly en- 
gaged his obftrvation, He thought that the 
rivers, which poured into it, were the great canal 
he had been in fearch of through fo many immi- 
nent dangers, and exceffive fatigues, Difappaint- 
ed in thefe expectations, he withed to leave a 
fimall colony upon the river Belem, in the country 
of Veragua, The avidity, the pride, and the 
barbatifm of his countrymen ptevented him from 
having the fatisfaction of forming the firft Euro- 
pean eftablifhment upon the continent of the new 
hemifphere. 

Somer years elapfed after this, and {till the 
Spaniards had not fixed them{elyes upon any fpot. 
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Bo ® As thefe adventurers only received from govern- 
tomy ment the permiffion of making difcoveries, it 


never once entered their minds to employ them: 
felvca in agiiculture or commerce. The profpect 
of diftane fortunes that might have been made 
by thefe prudent means, was far above the preju- 
dices of thefe barbarous times. There was no« 
thing but the alluremment of immediate gain that 
could flimulate men to enterprizes fo bold as thofe 
for which this centuty was diftinguifhed. Gold 
alone attracted them to the continent of America, 
and madethem brave dangers, difeafes, and death, 
which they were expofed to in the courfe of their 
voyage, at their arrival, or on their return ; and, 
by a terrible but juft vengeance, the cruelty of 
the Kuropeans, and their luft of gold, exhaufted at 
once the two hemifpheres of their iahabitants, 
and deftruction raged equally among thofe who 
were the plunderers and affaffins, as among the 

plundered people, 
ip wds not “till the year 1g0g that Ojeda and 
Niquefia formed, though feparately, the defign of 
making folidand laking conquefts. To encourage 
them in their refolution, Ferdinand .gave: to the 
firt the'governtient of the countries that begin 
at Cape de la Vela; ‘and terminate at the Gulph 
of Darien; and to the fecond, that of all the fpace 
extending: from this: famous gulph to Cape 
Graéias.a Dios. They were both of ther to an- 
Hovficetothe people, at their landing, the tenets 
of the Chriflian religion, and to inform them of 
the gift which the Roman pontiff had made of 
thelF countty tothe king of Spain, I the favages 
refufed 
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refufed to fubmic quietly to this double yoke, 89.9 & 


the Spaniards were authorifed to purfue them With Cann peoed 
fire and fword, ane to reduce whole nations to 
flavery. 

Is: ic then the head of the mofl holy of all re- 
ligions who gives to another what does not be~ 
long to him > And is ita Chriftian fovereign who 
accepts'of the ‘gift? And are the conditions 
agreed upon between them, fubmiffion to the Eu- 
ropean inonarch, or flavery; baptifin, or death 2 
Upon the bare recital ofa contract fo unhear’d of, 
we fhudder with horror, and we pronounce, that 
the man who does‘not paftake of the fame fenfa~ 
tion, isa ftranger to every idea ofmorality, to every 
fentiment,’ and to, every notion of juftice ; a man 
whoeis unworthy of: beltiz-argued with: “Abomi« 
nable-pantiff! And ‘ifthefe couritries! of which 
thou doft difpofe have a lawful ‘proptieror, ris tt 
thy advice thdtle fhowld:be fpoiled of them? If 
they have a legitinvate fovereign, is it thy advice 
that his fubjects fhould bieak their allegiance? If 
they have Gods, is it thy advice that they fhould 
be.impious ? And thou, ftupid prince, doft thou 
not perceive, that the ‘perfon who: confers thefe 
rights upon thee, arrogates then to himfelf; and 
thac by accepting of them, thou dof abandon 
thy country, thy fcepter, and thy religion, to 
the mercy of an: ambitious fophifl, and of the 
moft dangerous fyftem of Machiavelifm ? 

Buv ic was a: more eafy matter to grant thefe 
abfurd and atrocious privileges, than to put the 
barbarous and fuperftitious adventurers, who fo- 
licited fuch rights, in poffefion of them. The 

B 3 Tndians 


6 HISTORY-OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


> va, * Indians rejected every kind of intercounfe with 
humvee fet of rapacious ftrangers, who threatened equally 
their life and their liberty. Arms were not more 
favourable to the Spaniards than their perfidious 
carefies,, The people of the continent dccuftom- 
ed to cairy on war with each other, received them 
with a bqldnefs unexperienced in the iflands that 
had ,been {oj ¢afily fubdued. Poifoned arrows 
were fhowered upon them. from.all quarters; and 
not one, of, phofe ;that;- were woynded efcaped 4 
death more or lefs-dreadfula.o the. arrows of 
the,enemy other caufeg , of deftrugtian were foon 
joined s, fhipwrecks ynayoidable in, thefe.,un- 
know’n, latitudes; an, almpft continual’ want of 
fubfiftence. upon.a coyntry, totally uncultivated 5 
and ,difeafes peculiar to;this climate, which is the 
ofl, unwholefome one ijn America, The few 
Spaniards whq had effaped {4 many calamities, 
and who coyld not return,ta San Nomingo, .col4 
le&ed themfelves at St. Mary’s, in the proving 

of Dariene, 0 {rar 
. ‘Trpy lived there in 4 hate pfvanarchy, when 
Valeo Nognés de Balbpa appeared among them, 
This mah, whe.was hononred by the companions 
of his crimes with the firname of Heraules, had a 
robufl gonfljtution,, and intrepid courage, and 4 
popular eloquence, Thefe qualities made them 
choofg him for their chief; and all his a&ions 
proved that he was worthy to command the vil- 
lains whofe fiuffrage he had obtained. Judging 
that mpre gold would be found in the inland parts 
than upon the, coalts, from whence it had been fo 
FEpEdtedly taken, he’ plunged himfelf” amorig’ the 
mountains. 


IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 7 


rrountains, He found at firft in the country, it 290 ® 
is faid, fome of that fame fpecies of little white cy 
men, as are to be met with in Aftica and in cer~ 

tain’ ofthe Afiatic ilands. They are covered with 

a down of a gliftening white colour. They have 

ro hair, their eyes are red, and they only fee well 

in the night-time, They are feeble, and their 
ficulties appear to be more circumfcribed than 

thofe of other men. Theft favages, if ic be true 

that they exifted, were few in number; but others 

were found of adifferent {pecies, brave and hardy 

enough to defend their rights. They had a very 
extraordinary cuftom among them,’ which was, 

that the hufbands on the death of their wives, and 

the wives on the death of their hufbands, uled to 

cut off the end of a finger; fo that metely by 
looking on their hands one might fee whether 

they were widowers or: widows, and how often 

they had been fo, 

Norwiwe has hichéftd beef, or will probably 
ever be faid, that can fatisfactorily explain the 
various perverfions of reafor, If che women alone 
had been ‘obliged to praétife this whimfical ceré+ 
mony, it would be natural to fufpe& that ir had 
been intended to prevent the impolture of a wi- 
dow, who might wifh to pafs for a virgid to her 
fecond hufband, But this conjeéture would lofe 
it’s forcey when applied to the hufbands, whofe 
condition vould never be a matter of fuch confe- 
quence, as thatit fhould be carefully indicated by 
indelible figns, This cuftom hath obtained in 
other countries; but the following is peculiar tq 
Darien, 

B4 Warn 
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B oe %  Waen a widow died, fuch of her children 
teryrent whol tender age rendered it impoflible for them 
to provide for their own fubfiftence, were buried 
in the fame grave with her. As no one would take 
the charge of thefe orphans, the nation deftroyed 
them, to prevent their being flarved to death, 
The charity of thefe barbarians extended no fur- 
ther, ‘This is the moft atrocious aé to which the 
deplorable ftate of favage life was ever able to 


impalnagiing , 

ON QTIAHST ANDING thele, farocions manners, 
Balboa, fupported by the obftinacy ‘of, his dif. 
afition, fputred.on by.,the infatiable cupidity of 
his foldiers, and with, the affiftance of fome packs 

of thofe blood-thirfty dogs which had been of fo 

much fervice to the Spaniards in all their con~ 

quefts, at length fucceeded in deftraying the in- 
habitants of Darien, and in Alilpesing ot. fubduing 

them. 1 

The Sri Or day, as the conquerors were difputing 
quiretheaet with each other abaut gald, with a degree of 
pan warmth that feemed to threaten fome att of vio~ 
lence, a young Cacique overturned the foales 

in which they were weighing it. Way, faid he to 
them, with an air of difdain, why do you quarrel 

for fuch a trifle? If it be for this ufelefs metal that 

you have quitted your country, and that you maffacre 

fo many people, I will conduct you mio a region where 

it is fo common that it is employed for the meaneft 
purpofes. Being urged to explain himfelf more 
clearly, he affured them, that at a little diftance 
from the ocean which wafhed the country of 
‘Daticnrtbereewas-gnotherpaean-which:ltd-eoythis 

rich 
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rich country. The opinion immediately and uni- 8 eS 
verfally prevailed, that this was the fea which wea 
Columbus had fo earneftly fought after; and on 
the.fink ‘of September 441g; one hundred'and 

ninety Spaniards, attended by a thaufand Indians, 

who were to ferye them as guides, and to carry 

their provifions and baggage, “fet out to recons 

noitre it. 

From the place whence this troop began their 
march, to che one they were going to, there wag 
no more than fixty miles; buc it was neceflary to 
climb fo many fteep mountains, to pafg fuch 
large rivers, to traverfe fuch deep moraffes, to 
penetrate intg fuch thick forefts, and to difperfe, 
perfuade, o1 deftroy, fo many fierce nations; that 
it was not ’till after 4 march of five-and-twenty 
days, that men accuftomed to dangers, fatigues 
and wants, arrived at the place of their-expedts 
ations, Without a moment’s delay, Balboa, 
armed at all points, in the.manner-of thq-anbieny 
chivalry, advanced fome way into the South Sea, 
Spectators of, both bemifpberes, exclaimed this bar- 
barian, I call-you to witnefs ibat I take poffefion of 
this part. of the univerfe for the crowm of Caftiles 
My, ford foall defend what my arm hate given. to 
it. Already was the crofs planted upon the con- 
tinents andithe name of Ferdinand infcribed upon 
the bark of fome of the trees. 

Tyasg ceremonies gave to the Europeans in 
thofe days the dominion of ‘all the countries in 
the New World, where they could introduce 
their fanguinary fleps. Accordingly, the Spaniards 
thought they had a right to-exact from the neigh- 

bouring 
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30 OE bouting people’ a ‘tribute in pearls, ‘metals, and 
ays provifions. Eveéty téftimony was: united in cons 
firming what had' been’ at firft faid of the riches 
of the empire that was called Peru; and the rob- 
bers who meditated’ the conqueft’-of it, returned 
to Darien, where ‘they were‘ to colleét the forces 
neceffary for fo difficult an-enterprize, °. 
Barzoa expected: that he fhould be: employed 
to.condu& this’ great. defign, His companions 
had splaced: their ‘confidence: in’ shims «He had 
throw'n:ihto-the: public coffers. mofetreafure than 
any one-of thefe’ adventurerse'\Insthé-opinion-of 
the:public, the difeévery-he:had jut madehad 
put him on, aJeveliwith. Columbus: But by-aty 
inftance of that injuttice and. ingdatitude fo com 
thon in courts, where: bye#ic Ganriot prevail againgt 
favour ; where a’great“commander ‘is: fuperfeded 
in the midf of :his triumphs: by-an unfit. perfor; 
where. ‘a diffipating’and: rapacious favourite dif 
places-an ceconomical tmilnifter of finance’. where 
the général good,:andfervides ‘done: are equally 
forgotten ;:.and: where rrevolucions. in ‘the: greae 
offices of ‘ftate often become objects: of mirth 
and:pleafantry ; Pedrarias was chofen in-his ftead. 
-The.new commiander, as jealous as he was cruel, 
had his:predeceffor confined; he ordered’him to 
take his trial; and: afterwards caufed him. to ‘be 
beheaded.:. His fubalterns, by his orders, or with 
his confent, pillaged; burnt and maffacred on all 
fides, without. any dittingtion of allies or enemies y 
and: it was. not ’till after they had dettroyed tothe : 
extent of: three juyndred deag 
ie fi 
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Mary,.on the borders of the:Pacific, qcean, to. a 
place that received the name of Panama. 

- Gomb-years pafled-away without this eftablith- 
‘feeneskoeingebeokabla: rosfulfilithe great: and dow. 
portant purpofes: for, which it. was deftined, . At 
length, three men of pbfcure birth, undertook; at 
their own expences to fubvert.an empire that had 
fib Gted with glory: for feveral ages. 

OB RANGIs" PYZaRRoy! whois the “mot kiow'n nh 
among them, wasithe natural-fon ofa gentleman 
of Ettramadura: © ‘His édication had been foneg= 
Teed, that he could:hor read, <The: tending of 
flocks;: which was his Arlémployment; not being 
fuitable “to hig. ‘ehdratter,- h€-embarked forthe! 
Néw Worlds? His avarice anduambidion infpiredt 
hinytwith: ‘inicoriedivabley attivity «" He joined in 

_ Overy expedition atid SignalizedHiniklf in mote 
oFtthemn sands hevacquiredinthe-feveral finae 
tions’ inwvhieliheqwatsempléyedytthaknowlegerot 
‘WoSHoandelshtingyyeehi8hdl stinditpentably: modeihny: 
tOradvatioeimehts bucvefpecially.: to thofe:who-by 
thelt birth havelevery:.dificulty:to contend with. 
The-ufe he -had:hitherto: made of. his natural and: 
abquired abilities, perfuaded himthar nothing was 
above: his:talepitss: and:-he formed: che: planiof» a 
enoitig:thentagainfePerui eo 4 rises 
ei omc he affociated Diego de, “Ale 









E pain "Ele. had: cyte: be found 
tentiperatey: ‘patlent; and-indefatigable, in thofe 
camips:iniwhigh ha bad grow’d-old. In. thisdchool 
hechad acquired; a:frankne(s whicly is more fre~ 
quently learnt-here. thansin- -other:; fituations; aS 
well 
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1% HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 
BOOK well as that obduracy and cruelty which are but 
broom’ £00 common. 

Tur fortune of two foldiers, though confider-, 
able, being found infufficient for the conqueft 
they meditated, they joined themfelves to Fer- 
nando de Luques. He was a mufeenary prieft, 
who had amaffed prodigious wealth by all the 
methods which fuperftition renders: eafy to his 
profeffion, and by fome means peculiar to the 
manner of the agesha livedin« 2, 

~ AAs the-bals.of their affociation yhe,sanfederates 
mutually agreed, that, each: fhovldp engage: the 
whole of his-property im thisidngenprifes, thapsbe 
wealth accruing:from it fhould be equally fharddy 
and that they thould recipracally obferveyan, in« 
yiolable fidelity, The parts that-each of then 
were ta take in this great fcene were diftributed 
ag the gaod of the common caufé required, Pie 
zarro was ta command the troaps, Almagra con 
duck the fuccours, and Luques prepare the means. 
This plan of ambition, avarice, and ferovioufnela, 
waa completed. by fanaticifin, sLuques publivly 
confecratad a hoft; part ofiwhieh he ates and.dik 
vided the reft between his two aflociates s, all 
three fwearing, by the bloodof God, that, to ens 
rich themfelves, they would nat fpare the blood. 
“of man. 

Tur expedition, commenced under thefe hor- 
rible aufpices, towards the middle of November 
1524, with one veffel, one hundred and twelve 
men, and four horfe, was not fortunate, It was 
feldom that Plaarro was.able'to land s, and in the 
few plated whete it. Was polfiblé fer“him ‘taléoine 

on 
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on fhore, he met with nathing but plains deluged 3 9,9 & 
with water, impenetrable forefts, and fome fa Cunpnmnd 
vages, little difpofed to treat with him. Almagro, 
who 'broughtrhim>-a reinforcement of feventy 
men, did not meet with more encouraging ad- 
ventures; and he even loft an eye in a very fharp 
engagement he was obliged to fuftain againft the 
Indians. More than one half of thefe intrepid 
Spaniards had perifhed by hunger, by the fword 
or by the climate ; when Los Rios, who had fuc- 
ceeded to Pedrarias, fent orders to thofe who had 
efcaped fo many calamities, to return to the co» 
lony without delay, They all obeyed all of 
them, except thirteen, who, faithful to their chief, 
refolved to follow his fortune to the end. They 
found it at firft more adverfe than it Had hitherto 
been; for they were obliged. to pafs fix whole 
months in the ifland of Gorgon; the«mof un 
wholefome,:tott barrenysandymosti-dreadful {pot 
theteomas.pétliapsaupdnstheiglobe, ° Buwatderysh 
their-deftinygrew milder: with a very fmall vet- 
fel) which had been fent them merely from ma~ 
tives of compafiion, to remove them from this 
place of defolation, they continued their voyage, 
and landed at Tumbez, no inconfiderable village 
ofthe empire which they propofed one day to in+ 
vade. From this road, where every thing bore 
the marks of civilization, Pizarro returned to Pa~" 
nama, where he arrived at the latter end of the 
year 1527 with fome gold duft, fome vafes of that 
precious metal, fome vicunas, and three Peru~ 
vians, deftined, fooner or later, to ferve as inter« 
preter, 

Far 
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BOOK Far from being difcouraged by the misfortune’ 

Pais that had been experienced, the three affociates 
were inflamed with a more ardent paffion for trea- 
fures which were now better know’n to them. 
But they were in want of foldiers, and of fub» 
fiftence ; and the colony denied them both thefe 
fuccours. The miniftry, whofe fupport Pizarro 
himfelf had come into Europe to folicit, were 
more favourably inclined. They authorifed, with» 
out referve, the levyirig of men, and the purchafe 
of provifions; and-added'to thié fudefinite liberty 
every favour which drew nothing from the treafury. 

Neverrhenuss, the affociatesy by combinit 

all their means, could not equtp*more than hee 
fall veffels; nor colle&t any more than one huh 
dved and forty-four infantry, and'thirty-(ix horfe, 
This was very little for the great views that were 
to be fulfilled ; but im the New World the Spa- 
niards expected every thing from their arms and 
their courage; and Pizarro did not hefitate to 
embark in the month of February 1331. The 
knowlege he had acquired? of thefe feas, ‘madé& 
him avoid the calamities that hadthwarted his fitit: 
expedition ; and he met with no Other mhisfortune 
than that of being obliged, by ‘cohtrary wihds, to 
land at the diftance of one hundred leagues frony 
the harbour where he had intended to difem- 
bark. The Spaniards were therefore obliged to 
go to the place by land. They followed the coaft 
with great difficulty, compelling the inhabitants 
on their march to furnifh them with provifions, 
, plundering them .of the gold the polfeffed, sand, 
* ig thee pW hap A (raga 
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cruelry which diftinguifhed the manners of thofe 3 ope 
barbarous times, The ifland of Puna, which de- Uy 
fended the road, was taken by ftorm, and the 

troops entered.vistorious. into. Tumbez, where 
diforders of every kind detained them for three 

whole months. The arrival of two reinforce- 

ments, that came from Nicaragua, afforded them 

fome confolation for the anxiety they felt on ac- 

count of this delay. ‘Thefe reinforcements, in- 

deed, confifted only of thirty men each but they 

were commanded by Sebaftian Benalcazar and by 
Ferdinand Soto, who had both of them acquired 

a brilliant reputation, The Spaniards were not 
difturbed in their firt conqueft, and we mutt 
mention the reafon of it. 

Tue empire of, Peru, which, like moft other Manvrin 
dominions, had in it’s origin but little extent, had a 
been fucceffively enlarged. It bad in particular gue tn® 
Se a confiderable aggrandizement from the pucker hime 

sapeathyen At», yg, incu who had pof- of theem- 
fed chip ae by orce af e vaft territory of 
cae and ey to Tepteto as much as pof- 
fible his ufurpation, had married the fole heirefs 
of the dethroned monarch, From this union, re+ 
probated equally by the laws and by prejudice, 
Atabalipa was born, who after the death of his 
father, claimed the inheritance of his mother, 
This fugceffion was contefted by his elder ‘bro= 
ther Huafcar, who was born of another bed, and 
whofe birth had no ftain upon it. Two fuch 
powerful interefts induced the competitors to take 
up arms, One of them had the people in his fa~ 
vour, and the cuftom immemorial of the indiyi- 
fibility of the empire; but the other had previ- 
oully 
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BO? * oufly fecured the belt troops. The one who had 

tye the troops on his fide was conqueror, put his rival 
in chains, and becoming more powerful than he 
had expected, was matter of all the provinces, 

Tuese troubles, which for the firft time had 
agitated Peru, were not entirely appeafed when 
the Spaniards appeared there. In the confufion 
in which the whole kingdom was ftill involved, 
no one thought of molefting them on their march, 
and they arrived without the leaft obftru@tion at 
Cakamalea. Atabialipa, whom particular circum- 
ftances had conduéted into the heighbourhood of 
this imperial palace, imynediately fent them fonre 
fruits, corn, emeralds, and feveral vafes of-gold o¥ 
filver. He did not however conceal from their 
interpreter his defire that they fhould quit his ter- 
ritories; and he declared that he would go the 
next morning to concert with their chet the pro- 
per meafures for this retreat. 

To put himfelf in readinefs for an engagement, 
without fufféring the leaft prepatation of war to 
be perceived, was th only difpofition that Pizattor 
nitade for the feceptiot of the prince. “Efe planted 
his cavalry in the gardens of the palate, where 
they could not be feen: the infantry was in the 
coure; and his artillery was pointed towards the 
gate where the emperor was to enter, 

Aragatipa came without fufpicion to the place 
appointed. He was attended by about fifteen 
thoufand men, Fé was carried on a throne of gold, 
and gold glittered in the arms of his troops, He 
turned to the principal officers, and eM tothem : 
POPE fed el 8 Iepeiga 1 COT De 
careful of offending them. 

9 Tue 


IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 


7 


Tue proceffion was now drawing near the pa- 90,9 ® 


lace, which was occupied by Pizario, when a do- 
minican, named Vincent de Valverdo, with a 
crucifix.in,oge hand,.and his breviary in the other, 
game up to the eniperor. He flopped the prince 
in his march, and made him a long fpeech, in 
which he expounded to him the chiiftian religion, 
preffed him toembrace that form of worhhip, and 
propofed to him to fubmit to the king of Spain, 
to whom the pope had given Peru. 

Turemperor, who heaid him with a great deal 
of patience, replied, J am very willing to be the 
friend of the king of Spain, but not bis vaffal; the 
pope muft furely be a very extraordinary man, to give 
fo liberally what does not belong to blu. I fall not 
change my religion for another; and if the chriftians 
adore a God who died upon a crofs, 1 worfhip the fun, 
who never dies. Te then afked Vincent where he 
had learned all that he had faid, of God and the 
creiition? .,lg° pis :bo0k, replied the monk, pre« 
fentitig at the fame time his breviary to the em« 
peror, Atabalipa took che book, examined it on 
all fides, fellalaughing, and, throwing away the 
breviary, added, This Look tells me nothing of all 
this, Vincent then turned towards the Spaniards, 
crying’ out with all his might, Vengeance, my 
friends, vengeance! Chriftians, do you not fee how 
be defpifes the gofpel ? Kill thefe dogs, who trample 
under foot ihe law of God. 

Tue Spaniards, who probably had with difi-~ 
culty reflrained that fury, and that thirft of blood, 
which the fight of the gold and of the infidels had 
infpired them with, inftantly obeyed the domini- 

Vou IV. Cc can. 
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Bo OK gan. Let the reader judge pf the imprefftan that 
hereryy muft have been made on the Peruvians by the 
fight of the horfes who trampled upoa them, and 
by the soife and effeét of the cannon and muf- 
ketry which beat them down, They fled with 
fuch precipitation, that they fell one upon an- 
other, A dreadful maffacre was made of them, 
Pizarro himfelf advanced towards the emperor, 
made his infantry put to the {word all thar fur- 
rounded his throne, took the monarch prifoner, 
and purfued all the re(t of the day thofe who had 
efcaped the fivord of hig foldiers, A multitude 
of princes of the race of the Incas, the minifters, 
the flower of the nobility, all that compoled the 
court of Atabalipa, were maffacred. Even the 
exowd of women, old men, and children, who 
were come from all parts to fee their emperor, 
were not fpaled. While this carnage continued, 
Vincent ceafed not to animate the affaffins who 
were tired with flaughter, exhorting them to ufe 
not the edge but the point of their fwords, to in- 
. fli& deeper wounds, When the Spaniards re. 
tuned from this infamous mailacre, they paffed 
the night in drunkennefs, dancing, and all the exe 
ceffes of debauchery, 

Tar emperor, though clofely guarded, foon 
difcoyered the extreme paffion of his enemies for 
gold. This circumftance determined him to of 
fer them for his ranfom as much of this metal ag 
his. prifon, whith was two-and-twenty feet in 
length, and fixteen in breadth, could contain, 
and fo as great a height as the aim of a man could 
faach, Ehis propofal wag accepted, Bug while 

thofe 
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thofe of his thinifters, in whom he had moft con- 8 oN K 
fidence, were employed in colledting what was wenn 


neceffary to, enable him to fulfil his engagements, 
he was infoomed that Huafear had promifed three 
times as much ro fome Spaniards who had found 
an opportunity of cqnverfing with him, if they 
would confent to reinfate him upon the throne 
af his anceltors. Ee was alarmed at this inci+ 
pient negotiation; and his apprehenfions made 
him reéfolve to ftrangle a sival who appeared fo 
dangerous. 

‘In order to diffipate the fufpicions which fuch 
an action mufl neceflarily excite in his keepers, 
Atabalipa urged with freth geal the colleéing of 
the metals {tipulated for the recovery ofhis liberty. 
They were brought jn from all fides as faflas the 
diftance of the places, and the confufion that prea 
vajled would allow. The whole would have been 
completed in a little time; but thefe heaps of 
gold, inceffantly expofed to the greedy eyes of 
the conquerors, fo inflamed their cupidity, thae 
it was impafiible to delay any longer the diftribu- 
‘ tion of them. The fifth part of the whole, which 
the gavernment had referved to itfelf, was.deli~ 
vered to the agents of the treafury. A hundred 
thonfand piaftres, er 540,000 livres * were fee 
apart for the body of troops Almagro had juft 
brayght-up, and which were flill upon the coafls. 
Each of Pizarro’s cavalry received 43,200 liyrest, 
and each of his infantry 21,600}. The general, 
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BOO and the officers, had fums proportioned to their 
ty yank in the army. 

Turse fortunes, the moft extraordinary that 
have ever been recorded in hiftory, did not miti-~ 
gate the barbarity of the Spaniards, Acabalipa 
had given his gold, and his name had ferved to 
keep the people in fubjection: it was now time 
therefore to put an end to him, Vincent faid 
that he was a hardened prince, who ought to: be 

‘treated like Pharaoh. The interpreter Philippillo, 
who had a criminal intercourfe with one of his 
women, might be difturbed in his pleafures. Al- 
magro was appreheifive, that while -he-was fut 
fered to live, the army of his colleague might be 
defirous of-appropriating all the booty to itfelf as 
part of the emperor's ranfom, Pizarro had been 
defpifed by him, becaufe being lefs informed than 
the meaneft of the foldiers, he knew not how to 
read, Thefe circumftances, eyén more perhaps 
than political reafons, occafioned the emperor's 
death to be determined upon, 

Tux Spaniards had the effrantery to bring him 
to a formal trial; and this atrocious farce was, 
followed with thofe horrid confequences.that muft 
neceflarily have been expected from it. ; 

Arrer this judicial affaffination, the murderers 
overran Peru with that thirft of blood and! 
plunder which direGted ail their actions. Had 
they fhew’n fome degree of moderation and huma- 
nity, they would probably have made themfelves 
maflers of this vaft empire, without drawing the 
fivord. A people naturally mild, accuftemed for 
ba along 
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a long time paft to the moft blind fubmifion, 
ever faithful to the matters it had pleafed Fleaven 
to give them, and aftonifhed at the terrible fpec- 
tacle they‘had juft been beholding : fuch a nation 
would have fubmitted to the yoke without much 
reluctance. The plundering of their houfes, and 
of their temples, the outrages done to their wives 
and daughters; cruelties of all kinds fucceeding 
each other without interruption: fuch a vatiety 
of calamities flirred up the people to revenge, 
and they found commandeis to guide their re- 


fentment. 
Numerous armies at fir tt obtained fome advan- 


tages, over a finall number of tyrants loft in thefe 
immenfe regions; but even thefe trifling fucceffes 
were not durable. Several of the adventurers, 
who had enriched themfelves by the ranfom of 
Atabalipa, had quitted their ftandards, that they 
might go elfewhere to enjoy, in a more peaceable 
manner, a property fo rapidly acquired, Their 
fartune inflamed the minds of men, in the old, 
and in the new world, and they haftened from all 
quarters to this country of gold. The tonfe- 
quence of this was, that the Spaniards multiplied 
in alefs time at Peru, than in the other colonies. 
They foon amounted to the number of five or fix 
thoufand ; atid then all refiftance was at an end, 
Thofe of the Indians who were the moft attached 
to their liberty, to their government, and to their 
religion, took refuge at a diftance among inace 
ceffible mountains, Moft of them fubmitted to 
the conqueror. 
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BOOK A xevo.urtion fo remarkable hath been a fub- 
Lina jedt of aftonifhment to all nations, Peru is a coun~ 
try very difficule of accefs, where one muft con- 
tinually climb mountains, and perpetually march 
in narrow paffes and defiles. Troops are there 
obliged to be inceffantly paffing arid repaffing tor- 
rents or rivers, the banks of which are always 
fteep. Four or five thoufand men, with a mode- 
rate fhare of courage and {kill, might dettroy the * 
beft difciplined armies. How then could it pot 
fibly happen, that a great nation did not even 
venture to difpute a territory, the nature of which 
was fo well know’n to chem, againit a few plun- 
derers, whom the ocean had juft brought to thefe 
fhores? 
‘ Tus event took place for the fame reafon that 
an intrepid robber, with the piftol in his hand, 
fpoils with impunity a body of men, ‘who are 
either quictly refting by theit fire fides, or who, 
fhut up ina public carriage, are going along the 
road without miftruff. Though the robber be 
alone, and though he may have only one or two 
piftols to fire, yet he ftrikes the wholé company 
with awe, becaufé no one chufes to fucrifice himfelf 
for the relt. Defence implies a mutual agree- 
ment, which is the more flowly formed, as the 
danger is leaft expected, as the fecurity is moro 
complete, and as it has lafted a longer time, 
This was exaétly the cafe with she Peruvians, 
They lived without uneafinefs, and without mo- 
leftation fot feveral centuries. Jet us add to 
thefe canfiderazions, that fear is the ofpring of 
ighorance 
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ignorance and aftonilhment; that a diforderly 
multitude cannot ftand againfl a fall number of 
difciplined forces, and that couage, unarmed, 
cannot refit capnon-fhot. Accordingly, Poru 
muit neceffarily have been fubdued, if even the de- 
mettic diffentions which then fubverted it had not 
paved the way for it’s fubjection. 

Trts empire, which, according to the Spanifh 
hiftoridns, had flourifhed for four centuries paft, 
had been founded by Manco Capac, and by his 
wife Mama QOcello, who were called Incas, or 
Lords of Peru, It has been conjectured, that 
thefe two perfons might be the de(cendants of cer- 
tain navigators of Europe, or the Canaries, who 
had been ‘hipwrecked on the coafts of Brazil, 

To fupport this conjedluré, it has been faid, 
that the Peruvians divided the year, as wé do, in- 


to three hundred and fixty-five days, and that they. 


had fome notion of aftronomy; that they were 
acquainted with the points of the horidon, 
where the fun fets in the fummer and wintet 
folftice, and in the equinoxes ; marks, which the 
Spaniards deftroyed, as being monuments of In+ 
dian fuperttition, It has been afférted, ‘that thé 
race of the Incas was whiter than chat of the na~ 
fives of the country, and that feveral of the royal 
fatiily had beards; and it is a knaw’n faét, that 
“theré are dertain features, either ill-formed, or re- 
gular, that aré preferved in fome families, though 
they do not conftantly pafs from one generation 
toanother, And laftly, it has been faid, that it 
was a tradition generally diffuled throughout Peru, 
and tranfinitted from age to age, that there would 
C4 one 
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BQ 0X one day arrive by fea, men with beards, and of 
tea fuch fuperiority in arms, that nothing could réfitt 


them. 
Is there fhould be any of our readeis difpofed 


to adopt fo improbable an opinion, they muft ne- 
ceffarily allow, that there muft have elapfed a 
confiderable {pace of time betwcen the thipwreck, 
and the foundation of the Peruvian empire,’ If this 
be not admitted, we cannot explain why the le- 
gifator fhould not have given the favages, whom 
he collefted together, fome notions of writing, 
though he fhould not himfelf have been able to 
read? Or why he Mould not have caught them fe- 
veral of our arts and methods of daing things, and 
inftru€ed them in certain tenets of his religion? 
Hither it was not an European who founded the 
throne of the Incas, or we muft neceffarily be- 
lieve, that the veffel of his anceflors was wrecked 
on the coaft of America, at an zra fo remote, 
thac the fucceeding generations muft have for. 
gotten all the cuftoms of the place from whence 
they fprang, ’ 

Tur legiflators announced themfelves to: Be 
children, fent by their father to make men good 
and happy. They certainly thought, that this 
prejudice would inflame the minds of the people 
whom they meant to civilize, would elevate their 
courgge, and infpire them with greater love for 
their country, and with mare complete fubmiffian 
to the laws, : 

Tp was to a fet of naked and wandering men, 


vithout agticulture, without induftry, without 
Tarot whofe Hovaueideas that aFe the Av thes OF 


fociety, 
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fociety, that their difcourfes were addreffed. Some 3 90 
oftthefe barbarians, who were imitated by others, Vea 
affembled round the legiflators in the mountainous 
country of Cufco, 

Manco taught his new fubjeéls to fertilize the 
earth, to fow corn and pulfe, to wear clothes, 
and to provide dwelling-places for thernfelves. 
Ocello fhewed the Indian women how to {pin, to 
weave cotton and wool; and inftructed them in 
all the occupations fuitable to their fex, and in all 
the arts of domeltic ceconomy. 

Tur ftar of fire, which difpels the darknefs 
that covers the earth, which draws the curtain of 
the night, and fuddenly difplays to the eyes of 
aftonifhed man, the moft extenfive, the moft au- 
guft, and the moft pleafing ofall fcenes ; which is 
faluted at it’s 1ifing by the chearfulnefs of ani- 
mals, by the melody of birds, and by the hymn pf 
the being that is endowed with the faculty oF 
thinking ; which advances majettically above all 
their heads; which, in it’s progrefs through the 
regions of the fky, traverfes an imnienfity of fpace; 
which, when it fets, plunges the univerfe again 
into filence and melancholy; which diftinguithes 
the feafons and the climates; which colleéts and 
diffipates the ftorms; which lights up the thun+ 
der, and extinguifhes i it; which pours upon the 
fields the rains that fertilize them, and upon the 
forefts, thofe that nourifh them; which animates 
every thing by it’s warmth, embellifhes every 
thing by it’s prefence, and the privation of which 
produces in all parts a ftate of languor and annix 
hilation: the fun, in a word, was the Ged of the 

Peru- 
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8B °. 7 K ‘Peruviats 3 and indéed- what being is there in hae: 
gone tute more worthy of the homage of the igriordnt’- 
man, who ig dazzled with. it’s fplendour, or of 
the grateful. man,-on whom it's benéfits. are Ja~’ 
vithed? The worfhip of the fun: was accordingly 
_ inftituted. Temples were built to this deity, and’ 
homan -facrifices were abolifhed. .'The defcends 
énts of the Tegiftators were the only. priefts: of the 
nation. : 
Tae laws ipronabticed fe pain, vof death ageintt 
“ murdery. theft,. and -adultary, .'Few"other crimes 
were treated “with! thé fatne feverity.., Polygamy 
was prohibited, ‘No. one was. allowed to have: 
coticubines except the eniperor, and, that becatile 
the race of the fun could-riot_bé too much: multi-" 
plied... Thefe concubities were : fleGted: front: 
among the virgitis confecrated to the temple af, 
Culeo, who. wére'all of his own racé,: 
A most wife. infitution enjoined that 4 jouge 
‘man, who fhould, commit .a fault, fhould. be 
flightly piinihed; “but that. his father. fhould. be, 
re{ponfible forhim.. “Thug i€.was that foulid: ino: 
tals were always incoleared, bya. good ddic 
tions rs 
THuire was tio indulgence for idlenefiy which. 
was-Gonfidered, with. reafoni,. as the fource of all 
Thofe, who. froth’ See and infirmities 
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culture, Every feparate family knew how. to 


“‘fupply it’s own wants. ° 
‘Tus’ Peruvians were ‘enjoined to love one -an- 
ther; and every circurnftance induced them to it, 
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Thofe:common labours, which. were always..en~ 


livened: by. agreeable fongss the object itfelf of 
thele labours, which was to affift every one who had 
occafion for fuccour} that apparel that was inade 
by yoting women devoted to the worhip of the fon, 
and diftributed by thé emperor's 'officers to the 
poor, to the aged, and to orphans ; that\dnion 
which muft neceffarily reign in the decuries, where 
every one was mutually infpired with: refpect for 
the laws, and'with thelove of virtue, becaule the 
. punithments, that were infi@ed for the faults of 
one individual fell on the whole body; that cuftoim 
of regarding each other as merbers of one: fingle 
“family, which was the empires all thefe etrotint~ 
_ftencés united, miaintdined ariofig thé Peruvisna 
concord, benevolence, patriatifn, ahd'a Certain 


publie {pitit ; and contributed, as muchas pote : 


fible, to fubltinite the moft fublime and antiable 
virtues, in Tiew of perfonal‘interelt, of the-fpiri¢ 
of property; and’ of the uftal iiventivés eniployedt 


by other legiflators, °" : 


inst Virttied were tewarded with tarks of 
ion, a’ muchas if they had-beén fervites 









- Tized themfelvegrby an exemplary condua, or by. 
any: diftinguithed ‘ations of: ddvaitage’ to the 
public godd, “wore, asa ‘mark “of ornament, 





fedte whe touncry, Thaft- who had fignds ” 


clothes wrought by the family of the Incas, Trig” 


ee very: 
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Bo O° K very: probable. that thofé ftatues, which the Spa 

baits niards pretended that they found in. the ternples of 
the fun, and which they took for idols, were the 
ftatues of men, who, by the greatnefs of their, 
talents, or by a life replete with illuftrious ‘actions, 
had merited the homage, or love: of. thee fellow=; 
Citizens, : 

Tyese gteat men were alfo ufually the fabjels 
of poems compofed by the family of the. Incas for 
the inftruétion of the people.’ 

; ‘Ture was another fpecies of poetry conduct: 
to morality. At Cufco; and ‘in all the other. cowns. 
of Peru, tragedies and comedies were’ performed. 
"The firft were leffons of duty:to'the priefts;‘war= 
riors, jadges, and perfons of diftintion, and re~ 
prefented to them models of public virtue. - Co-, 
médies-ferved for inftru€ion to perfons. of inferior, 
rank, and taught them the exercife: of. private 
virtues, and even of domettic ceconomy.: ’ ' 

‘Tue whole ftate was diftributed into decuries,, 
with an officer that was appointed: to fuperintend 
ten families that “were: intrufted: to ‘him. A fas, 
perior officer had: the: fame infpection: cover ‘Gtty, 
families; others over a hundred, Ye hundred, ate, 
a.thoufand. ; 

“Tir décurions; and the’ other, fopetiacending 
officers, up to'the fuperintendant. ‘ofa thoufand,, 
were obliged to give an account to the latter of all 
a@tions"Whether good or bad, to folicit punith. 
ients:and ‘rewards’ for each, and.to give informa~ 
tidn: if. there were: any. want of provifjons; clothes, 





IN. THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 


ay 


He had feldom: any” ‘caufe.of ‘complaint againtt B 9 OK 
“the.part of. the: nation: intrutted to his.care. In a anya 


country; where all ‘the. Jaws were thought, to be 
prefcribed, by. the: funy ‘and, ‘where, the leat, in~ 
fringement of them was confidered as a facrilege, 
athefe tranfgreffions mult -have, been very: upcom-= 
“mon. i. When. fuch a: misfortune happened, ‘the 
'guilty: perfons' went of :their, own, accord to teveal 
«their moft: fecret faults, and.to folicit per smiffion 
“to expiate them. Thefe people, told the Spaniards, 
ithat there never had been one,man of. the family 
of the Incas who: had deferved punifhment.; ..., ' 
“Tue Jands: of the kingdom, ,that, were: fuf- 
seeptible of cultivation, were divided into. three 
iparts, one appropriated tothe fun, another tothe 
dnca,. and’a- third tothe people. . The firtt were 
‘eultivated-in common,, as were likewife the lands 
‘of orphans,’ of widows, of. old. men,:. of :therii- 
firm, anid iof the foldiers who were with. chearmy. 
:Thefe,were cultivated immediately after the:lands 
‘appropriated to:the fun, and-before thofe of the ' 
emperor. The feafon of this labour was announced. 
‘by feltivals tic was begun.and continued withthe 
‘found of mufical. infbraments, and the: chanuigg, of 
“‘Rymns.: : 
“i: Baz -emperor. levied. no, a tribuces and ‘onested” 
“nothing: from: his:fubjeGts, bur that. they. ft auld 
-Gultivdte his’ lands ; p.the'whole: produce ‘of which, 
being depofited i in public magazines, was: fuficient 
to deftay all the.expences of the empire. ;; 
"Tue lands dedicated to the fun. provided, 











“the:maintenance:of the: priefts, che fuppore of the - 


“cemples,. and of every thing. that concerned pubs 
lie - 
§ 
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#0 XK lic worthip, ‘They were partly cultivated by 
t-y-— princes of the royal family, clad in their richeft 
habits. 

Wirn regard to the lands that were in the pof- 
feffion of individuals, they were neither hereditary, 
nor even eftates for life: the divifion of them was 
continually varying, and was regulated with ftridt 
equity according to the number of perfons which 
sompofed every family. There was no athe 
wealth but what arofe from the produce of the 
fields, the temporary enjoymerit 6f which -was all 

- that was granted by the fate. 

Tus cuftom of moveable poffeffions has been 
univei filly cenfured by men of underftanding, It 
has Been cheit general opinion, that a nation would 
never rife to any degiee of power or greatnefs, 
biit ‘by fixed, and even hereditary property. If 
it were not for the firft of thefe, we fhould fee en 
‘the globe only wandcring and naked favages, mi~ 
ferably fubfitting on fuch fruirs and vegetables 
as are the fole and fcanty production of rude 
nature. If it were not for the fecond, every in- 
dividual would live only for himfelfs menkinrd, 
would be deprived of every permanent advantage, 
which paternal affection, the love of a family 
name, and the inexpreffible delight we feel in act~ 
ing forthe good of polterity urge us to purfue. 
The fyftem of fome bold fpeculators, who have 
yégardéd property, and particularly that {pecies 
of it which is hereditary, as an ufurpation of 
hae members of fociety over others, is refuted 

the fate of all thofe inftitutions in which their 


ra have Ween'idduced to prattice. “Thele 
flares 
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ftates have all fallen to ruin, after having lan- ® 9.0 K 
guithed for fome time in a flace of depopulation ter 


and anarchy. 
Ie Peru -hath-not fhared: the fame fate, It is 


probably becaufe the Incas, not knawing the ufe 
of impofts, and having only commodities in kind 
to fupply the neceflities of government, muft 
haye been obliged to ftudy how co multiply them, 
They were affitted in the execution of this proje@, 
by their minifters, by inferior officers, v4 
the foldiers themfelyes, who received nothing Aur 
the fruits of the earth for their fubfiflenge and the 
fupport of thejriank, Hence arofe a continual 
foligitude to increafe thefe produ@ions, This 
attention might have for it’s principal obje& the 
introdution of plenty into the lands of the fove- 
reign; but bis pacrimony was fo mixed and con- 
founded with that of his fubjeéts, that it was nog 
poflible to fertilize the ane without fertilizing the 
other, ‘The people, encayraged by thefe adyane 
tages, which left little fcope to their induflry, 
applied themfelves to labours, which the nature 
of their foil, of their climate, and of their con- 
fumpions, rendered very ealy, But notwiths 
ftanding all thefe advantages; notwishftanding 
the eysp a¢tive vigilance of the magiftrate; not~ 
with@apding the certainty that their haryelts 
would never he ravaged by turbulent neigh+ 
bour; she Perpvians never enjoyed any thing 
more than the mere neceffaries of life, We may 
venture to alfert, that they would have acquired 
the means of diverGifying and extending their en- 
Joyments, if eheir talents had been exsited by the 

- intro- 
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B o © % introduétion ‘of fented, Srapeterenes and heredi« 
eyes tary property. ” 


Tue. Peruvians, though at the very fource of 
gold and filver,: knew not the ufe of coin, They 
had not, properly: fpeaking,:any kind of com- 
merce; and the more. minute: arts, which owe 
their. exiftence to the: immediaté wants: of. focial 
lifes were in'a very imperfect -flate among them. 
‘All their. fcience confifted: ia ‘memory, all their 
induftry in;example.: ‘They learnt their religion: 
nd theirhittory: by-hyming, “and their duties: and 
profefions by labour and imitations” 

Tuer -legiflation was undoubtedly’ every inte 
jperfed: and limited, fince it fuppofed’ the’ prince 
always juft and: infallibley and the: magittrates: 
pofleffed of as much integrity. as the prince 
‘fince‘not only the ‘monarch, but his deputies, a 
filperintendant of ten, of a hundred, or of a thou- 
fand, might change at pleafure the deftination’ ‘of’. 
punifhments and rewards. Among fuch a people, 








deprived of the ineftimable advantage of writings 


the wifett laws; being deftitute of every principle 
of -ftability; muft: infenfibly be corrupted;: with- 
out theré being any method of: teftoving ee to. 
their primitive charagter, © 0. 

‘"FHE counterpoife of thefé dangers was found i in 
their abfolute ignorance of gold: and filver coin; 
an ‘ignorance which, ina Peruvian defpot, rendered 
the fatal paflion of amafling riches impofiible, It 
was found in'the confticution of the empire, which 
had fixed’ the amount of the fovereign’s revenue, 


By, fettling'the portion. of Iands that belonged to 


Te wag fotmd'in: ‘thfesitrémely fpnall nim 
ber 
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ber and. ihoderate nature of the wants of the 3 99. 
people, which, being eafily gratified, rendered 
them happy and attached .to the government 
Tr. was found in: the ‘influence ‘of their religious 
opinions, which made the obfervatiort of the laws 
a matter-of confeiences. “Thus was the. defpotifin 
of the Incas founded:on a mutual confidence be- . 
tween, the fovereign and. the people; a confidence, 
which refulted from the beneficence of. the prince, 
from the conftant proteétion he granted:to all his 
fabjetts, atid from the evident intereft. chey had to” 
continue in obedience to hime. 

Aspirrv of pyrrhonifin,: which hati fieceedan 
to a blind credulity, and. hath’ been fometimes 
carried to unjuftifiable lengths, hath for fome time: 
endeavoured ‘to raife objeCions.to-what-has. been 
juft related-of rhe laws, manners, and: happinels, 
of ancient Peru, This account hath appeared.to. 
fome philofophers as chimerical, and formed ony. 
by sthe, naturally romantic. imagination ‘of afew. 
Spaniards., Bur samong: the deftroyers of this. 
diftinguithed part of the New World, was there a 
fingle ruffian, {afficiently enlightened. to invent a 
fable fo con tent i invall ic’s parts? Was chere any, 
one among thein humane enough to with to.do;it,: 
ie exey.en,been equal to the tafk? Would he 

j been reftrained by.the fear of ines: 
réd,.which fo many, cruelties had: 
gn. shig’ cduntry.. throughout the. whole. 
world? Would-not ‘the fable have been contra- 
died by. a multitude of witneffes,: who would. 
have feen the contra f what was: publified 
with fo, much pomp: ?. The unanimous’ teftimony:.; 

Vou. IV. Dp: of 
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30.0 K of cotemporary writers, and of their immediate 

wen fucceffors, ought to be regarded as the ftrongetft 
hiftorical demonftration that can poffibly be 
defired. 

Ler us therefore no longer confider, as the 
offspring of a wild imagination, this aceount of a 
fucceffion of wife fovereigns, and of a feries of 
generations among mankind exifting without re- 
proach. Let us rather deplore the fate of thefe 
people, and not envy them the fad remembrance 
of this honour. It is enough to have deprived 
them of the advantages which they enjoyed, with~ 
out adding the bafenefs of calumny to the mean 
nefs of avarice, the outrages of ambition, and 
the rage of fanaticifm, Itis to be wifhed that 
this beautiful ara may be renewed, fooner or 
later, in fome quarter of the globe. 

We fhall not juitify with the fame confidence 
thofe accounts, which the conquerors of Peru 
publifhed concerning the grandeur and magnifi~ 
cence of the monuments of all kinds that they had 
found there, The defire of adding greater luftre 
to the glory of their triumphs might poffibly mif- 
fead them. Perhaps, without being convinced 
themfelves, they ftudied to impofe on their,own 
country and on foreign nations. ‘The firft telti- 
monies, and thofe even were contradictory, have 
been invalidated by fucceeding accounts, and at 
jength totally deflroyed, when men of enlightened 
anderftandigs had vifited this celebrated part of 
the new hemifphere, 

We mutt, therefore, confider as fabulous the 
*epott of that prodigious multitude of towns builé 

4 with 
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with fo much labour and expence, If there were 3 oie K 
fo many fuperb cities in Peru, why do none exift Commas 
except Cufco and Quito, befide thofe the con- 
queror buile? Whence comes it that we fearce 
find any where, except in the vallies of Capillas 
and of Pachacamac, the ruins of thofe of which 
{uch exaggerated defcriptions have been pub« 
lithed ? The people mutt therefore have been dif- 
perfed over the countrys and indeed it was im- 
pomible i it fhould haye been otherwife in a region 
where there were neither tenants, nor artifts; nor 
merchants, nor gteat proprietors, and where 
tillage was the fole or the principal occupation of 
all men. 

We mutt confider as fabulous the account of 
thofe majettic palaces, deftined for the accommo- 
dation of the Incas, in the place of their refidence 
and on their travels, As far as it is poffible to 
Judge through thofe heaps of ruins which have 
been ftitred up fuch an Infinite number of times by 
the hand of avarice, in expectation of finding 
treafures among them; the royal manfions had 
neither majefly nor ornament, They differed 
only in extent and thicknefs from the otdinary 
buildings, which were conftrudted with reeds, 
with wood, with compaéted earth, and with rough 
ftones without any cement, according to the nature 
of the climate, or the vicinity of the materials, 

We mutt confider as fabulous the’ relatién of 
thofe fortified places which defended the fron~ 
tiers of the empire. There wete undoubtedly 
forme of thefe. The Lower Peru ftill prefents us 
with the ruins of two of them fituated upon’ 

Dea mountains 
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B ee K mountains, the one conftruéted with earth, the 
toy—~ other with the trunks of trees. It is fuppofed 
that they were furnifhed with ditches, and with 
three walls, one commanding the other. This 
was fufficient to contain the conquered people, 
and to check the incurfions of neighbours that 
were not very formidable. But thefe means of 
defence could be of no avail againfl the valour 
and the arms of the Europeans. Neither were the 
fortrefies of the Upper Peru, though built of 
flone, better calculated for this purpofe. M, de 
Ja Condamine, who vifited, with that ferupulous 
attention that diftinguithed him, ~the fort’ of 
Cannar, which is the beft preferved, and the moft 
confiderable after that of Cufco, found it to be of 
very fmall extent, and only ten feet high, A 
people who had nothing but their arms to affift 
them in carrying or dragging the moft bulky 
matetials, and who were ignorant of the ufe of 
leavers and pullies, could not poffibly execute any 
freater defigns, | : : 
We mutt confider ‘aé fabulous thé hiftery* of 
thofe aquedu%ts and refervoits “that ™4aré ‘fuid* to 
have been comparable to ‘thé’ nidttindguificeht 
Monuments of the fame kind tidnfmiitted to'us 
from the antients. Neceffity had taught the’ Pe- 
ruvians to dig trénches round the mountains, and 
upon the flopes of hills, and canals and ditches 
in thé valleys, in order to make their lands fruit- 
ful which were not fertilized by the rains, and to 
bring water for their own ufe, when they had 
never thought“of conttruéting wells’ for this pur- 
poles but thefe Wotks’of ditth dr dry florfe “hat 
"3 : nothing 
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nothing remarkable in them; nothing that could ® 01 K 
imply the ighteft knowlege of hydraulics. Nemicnar} 

We mutt alfo confider as fabulous the difplay 
of thofe fuperb roads which rendered communi- 
cation fo eafy, The great ioads of Peru were 
nothing more than two rows of flakes difpofed in 
aline, and intended for no other purpofe but to 
point out the way to travellers, There was no 
road of any confequence, except chat which bore 
the name of the Incas, and which traverfed the 
whole empire. This, which was the moft beau~ 
tiful monument of Peru, was entirely deftroyed 
duiing the civil wars of the conquerofs, 

Wr mutt alfo confider as fabulous what has been 
faid of thofe bridges which are fo much boalted 
of. How could the Peruvians, who were ignorant 
of the method of conftrudling arches, and knew 
not the ule of lime, raife flone bridges? It is 
certain, however, that the traveller was continu- 
ally ftopped in his pafflage by a great number of 
torrents he met with among thefe regions. To 
overcome this great obflacle, it was contrived to 
put together feven or cight cables, or even a 
greater number made of offer, to fatten them 
with other finaller cords, to cover them with the 
branches of trees, and with earth; and to fix 
them ftrongly to the oppofite banks. Rivers that 
were larger and lefs rapid, were croffed in fmall 
fhiling boats which tacked about with celerity, 

We muft alfo confider as fabulous, the wonders 
related of the guipos, which were, ‘among the 
Peruvians, a fubfticute to rhe art of wiiting that 


was unknow’n to them. Thefe were, as it hath 
D3 been 
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20,0 been faid, tegifters made of cords, in which dif 
bexaw ferent kinds of knots and various colours, point- 
ed out the faéts, the remembrance of which it 
was either important ot agteeable to preferve; 
thefe records were kept by depofitaries of confi- 
dence appointed by public authority, It mighe 
pethaps be rath if us to affirm, that thefe kinds 
of aches dae, of which we have never had 
any but ob{cure defcriptions, could not poffibly 
throw afy light ‘Upon paft events, But, when we 
obleive'the'manly ertors thar tifinuate themfelves 
into our*hiffories, hotwithfaiding the great fa~ 
cility of avoiding them, we fhall ‘fedtte: be in- 
‘elihed to think, tharnnals of fo fingular a nature 
as thofe we have been mentioning, could ever 
merit much confidence, 
“ «Tye Spaniards do not deferve more credit, 
when they tell us of thofe baths that were made 
‘pf filyer and gold, as well ay the pipes that fup- 
plied them; of thofe gardens full of trees, the 
flowers of which were of filver, and the fruit of 
gold; and where the eye, being deceived, mif- 
took art for nature; of thofe fields of maize, the 
ftems of which were of filver, and the ears of 
‘old ; of thofe baffo-relievos, in which the herbs 
and plants were fo admirably exhibited, that who- 
ever faw wag tethpted to gather them; of thale 
dreffés covered over with grains of gold mote 
deliéaté than the feed of pearl, and the workman- 
fhip of which the ablett artifts of Europe could 
not have equalled. We thall not fay, that thefe 
works Weté net worthy to be preferved, becaufe 
“they never hdye been, “If the Greek ftatwaries in 
: their 


IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 


39 


their compofitions had only employed precious 290 © 
metals, it is probable that few of the capital pro~ bem~os 


dudtions of Greece would have reached us. But, 
if we may judge of what bath, petifhed by what 
ftill remains, we may be certain’that the Peru- 
vians had made no progrefs in drawing. The 
vafes, which , have efcaped the ravages of time, 
may ferve as a fignal proof of the patience of the 
Indians; bus they will never | be confidered as mo- 
numents of their genius. Some ‘figures of ani- 
mals, and of infects, in maflive gold, which were 
long preferved in the treafury of Quita, were not 
more perfect. We cannot any longer judge of 
them 3 for they were, _melted down, in 1740, in 
order £0, furnith,fuccours for Carthagena, thar 
was then befieged by the Englifs and, there was 
not found jn all Pepa g a Spaniggd curioys pers 
to purchale a fingle piece at, the, ‘ rg Re ght, 

FRom what hath been faid, js eae ; 
that the. Pet uvians had made'f a a any ie 
in. the abfiraét feienges. Mot Ql Pht Was 
the progrefs of, the arts, and hele again on acci- 
dents which nagure produces only in a egurle i 
feveral centuries, and of which the Bteateh, Pa 
are loft among people \who, have po Iprerpentge 
with enlightened nations, 

fr we reduce all thefe accounts to the Tinete 
truthywe hall find that the Peruvians bad arrived at 
the artof fufing gold and filver, and of working them. 
With thefe metals they made ornaments, mott of 
which were very thin, for the arms, for the neck, 
for the nofe, and for the ears; and hollow ftatues, 

D4 al 
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B a2 KE all of one piece, sihichs whether they were carved 
~~ or caft in a mould, had no greater degree of 
thicknefs, Vafes were feldom made of thefe rich 
materials. Their ordinary vafes were of very fine 
clay, eafily wrought, and of the fize and figure 
adapted to the purpofes for which they were def- 
tined, Weights were not unknow’n among them, 
and feales are difcovered from time to time, the 
bafons of which are of filver, and which are in the 
fhape of an inverted cone. Two kinds of ftone 
were tifed as looking-glaffés; the one was foft, the 
other Rard; one was entirely opaque, the other 
had a fmall degree of tranfparency ; one was black, 
the other of a lead colour: it had been contrived 
to give them a fufficient polith to reflect objects, 
‘Wool, cotton, and the barks of trees, were woven 
by thefe people into a cloth more or lefs compact, 
and more o1 lefs coarfe, which was ufed for wear~ 
ing-apparel, and of which houfehold furniture was 
even made, Thefe ftuffs, and cloths, were dyed 
black, blue, and red, by means of the arnotto, 
by differene’plants, and by a kind of wild bean 
that grows in thé mountains. Their emeralds 
were cut in all forts of forms. Thofe that have 
been often taken out of the tombs, moft of which 
are in elevated fituations, where citizens of dif» 
tinétion were buried with whatever they poffeffed 
that was rare, prove that thefe precious {tones were 
more perfect here than they have been found to be 
any where elfe. Sometimes, by fortunate chance, 
pieces of workmanfhip are difcovered in red and 
yellow copper, and others which partake of both 
colours; from whence it hath been concluded, 
that 
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mixing metals. One more important matter i5y Gye 


that this copper never rufts, and never collects 
any verdigreafe; which feems to prove, that the 
Indians mixed fomething in the preparing of it, 
which had the property of preferving it from thefe 
fatal inconveniences, It is to be regretted that 
the ufeful art of tempering it in this manner has 
been loft, either from want of encouraging the na« 
tives of the country, or from the contempt which 
the conquerors had for every thing that had no 
concern with their paffion for riches, 

Bur with what inftruments were thefe works 
executed, among a people who were unac- . 
quainted with iron, which is looked upon wich 
reafon as the foundation of all the arts? No- 
thing has been preferved in the private houfes, 
nor hath any thing been difcovered among 
the public monuments, or in the tombs, which 
can give information fafiicient to folve this pro« 
blem, Perhaps the hammers and mallets that were 
ufed, were made of fome fubftance that time, may 
have either deftroyed or disfigured. If we will 
not admit of this conjeélure, we muft conclude, 
that all the workmanhhip was executed with thofe 
hatchets of copper, which alfo ferved the people 
for arms in battle, In this cafe, labour, time, 
and patience, muft have fupplied among the Pe- 
ruvians the deficiency of tools, 

Ir was alfo, perhaps, with hatchets of copper or 
flint, and by inceffant friGion, that they contriv- 
ed to cut ftones, to fquare them, to make them 
snfwer to each other, to give them the fame height, 

and 
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8 9 © K and to join them withoutcement. Unfortunately 
Yen thefe inftruments had not the fame effect on wood, 
as they had upon ftone. Thus it happened that 
the fame men who thaped the granite, and who 
drilled the emerald, never knew how to join tim- 
ber by mortifes, tenons, and pins 5 it was faften- 
ed to the walls only by rufhess The moft re- 
markable buildings had only a covesing of thatch, 
fupported by poles, like the tents of our armies. 
They had but one floor, and no light except by 
the entrance, and they confifted only of detached 
apartments, that had no communication with~ 
each other, 
ne Ble Bur whatever were the arts which the Spa« 
ta the niaids found in the country of Peru, thefe Barba~ 
roth rians were no fooner matters of this vatt empire, 


the mott 
Moos <9" than they difputed the fpoils of it with all the rage 
pedal which their firft exploits announced, The feeds 
of thefe diyifions had been fow’n by Pizarro him~ 
felf, who, when he went into Europe to prepare 
for a fecond expedition into the South Seas, had 
prevailed upan the miniftry to give him a great 
Tupetiority over Almagro. The facrifice of what 
he had obtained fram a temporary favour, had 
contributed to reconcile him with his colleague, 
who had been juftly incenfed at this perfidy s but 
the divifion of Atabslipa’s ranfomy irritated again 
thefe two haughty and rapacious robbers, A dif- 
ute,which arofe concerning the limits of their ree 
[pective governments, completed their animofity, 
and this extreme hatred was attended with the 
moft deplorable confequences, 


Ciyite 
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Civ wars ufually originate in tyranny and ® 90 K 
anarchy. In a ftate of anarchy the people divide WHjoy 
themfelves into {mall parties. Each petty faction 
hath it’s demagbgue; each hath it’s pretenfions, 
be they wife or exttayagant, unanimous of contray 
digtory, without their being know’n, A number of 
confufedclamouts arife. The firtt ftroke is followed 
by a thoufand others; and the people deftroy 
each other without liftening to reafon. Private 
interefts and perfonal animofities prolong the du- 
ration of the public troubles; and men do not 
come to explanations ’till after they are tired with 
carnage, Under the influence of tyranny, there 
are {carce ever more than three parties, that of the 
court, that of the oppofition, and that of indif- 
ferent perfons: thefe are indeed luke-warm citi- 
zens, but fometimes of great fervice by their im- 
pattiality, and by the ridicule they caft upon the 
other two parties. In a ftate of anarchy, when 
tranquillity is reftored, the life of every individual 
is fafe; under that of tyranny, tranquillity is fol- 
lowed by the death of feveral individuals, or of 
one only. , 

Tuover the interefts which divided the chief 

of the Spaniards were nat of fuch importance, yet 
theif "effects were equally terrible, After fome, 
ftegorlations, dithonefl at leaft on one part, and 
confequently ufelefg, retourfe was had to the 
fword, in ovder to diétermine which of the twa 
competitors thould govern the whole of Peru, 
On the 6th of April, 1338, in the plains of Sae 
lines, nqt far from Cufdo, fate decided againit 
fJmagro, who was taken prifoner and beheaded. 
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BO. * Trosz of his partifans who had cfeaped the 

somy—ed carnage, would willingly have reconciled them- 
felves with the conquering party. But whether 
Pizarro did not choofe to truft the foldiers of his 
rival, or whether he could not overcome a re- 
fentment that was too deeply rooted, it is certain 
that he always fhewed a remarkable averfion for 
them. They were not only excluded from all the 
favours that were profufely lavifhed upon the ac- 
quifition of a great empires but they were alfo 
ftript of the rewards formerly granted for their 
fervices; they were perfecuted, and expofed to 
continual mortifications, 

Tuis treatment brought a great number of 
them to Lima. There, in the houfe of the fan 
of their general, they concerted in filence the de- 
ftruction of their oppreffor. Nineteen of the moft 
intrepid went out, fword in hand, onthe 26th of 
June, 1541, in the middle of the day, which ip 
hot countries is the time devoted to ret. They 
penetrated, without oppofition, into the palace of 
Pizarro; and the conqueror of fg.many vaft king- 
doms was quietly maffacred in ,the center of a 
town that he had founded,,-and, che Inhabitants 
of which were compofed.of-his.creatuyes, his fer~ 
vants, his relations, his friends, or his-fqldiers. 

Tose whowere judged moft likely to revenge 
his death, were murdered after him: the fury of the 
affaffing fpread itfelf, and every one who ventured 
to.appgar in the ftreets and in the fquares was re~ 

garded as an enemy, and put to the fword, Inftant~ 
the houfes and tgmples were filled with Naughter, 


and prefented nothing but mangled carcafes, . Ehe 
fpiris 
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Spirit of avarice, which induced them to confider ¥ 9,9 © 
the rich merely as partifans of the old govetn~ Compound 
ment, was {till more futiotts than that of hatred, 
and rendered it more alive, more fufpicious, 
and more implacable. The reprefentation of a 
place taken by aHfault by a barbarous nation, 
would communicate but an imperfect idea of that 
fpeGtacle of horror which thefe ruffians now ex- 
hibited, who wrefted from their accomplices the 
booty of which they had fruftraced them. 

Tars cruel maffacre was followed by enormities 
of another kind, The foul of young Almagro 
feems to have been formed for tyranny. Every 
ene who had been in employment under the ad- 
verfary of his family was inhumanly proforibed. 
The ancient magittrates were depofed, The troops 
were put under the command of new officers. 
The royal treafury, and the wealth of thofewho 
perifhed or were abfent, were feized upon by the 
ufurpet. ' His accomplices, attached to his for: 
tune by being partakers of his crimes, were forcec. 
to give their fupport to undertakings which filled 
them with’ hotitors © Thofe-among them who fut 
ferét] ‘the “thledfirtefe de” thee proceedings std" 
sani pies. weteUleHer | put todeath ' i private; 

pe htt eaHeldi’: Dutiti® the cdiifution; 
BERTH Dre Vuliiefon fo Maexpedted hha plunged 
peri Tevdedl? srevinee Tbenidted X8 this mon~ 
FLEYAVED ATCA BT tobe pivlaimed pover~ 
nor itf eheenppivalytane leaateea into the heart 
of che'enpite mio damplere'the-rédudion of every 
place that opBoledj 8yHefitated’ co! acknowllgs 
him, , 
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A muxrirupg of ruffians joined him on his 
march, His army breathed nothing but ven- 
geance and plunder: every thing gave way be- 
fore it. If the military talents of the general 
had equalled the ardauy of his troops, the war 
had ended here. Wnhappily for Almagro, he 
had loft his condu€tor, John de Herrada, His 
inexperience made him fall into the {nares that 
were laid for him by Pedro Alvares, who had 
put himfelf at the head of the oppofite party. He 
loft, in attempting to unravel his rival’s plots, that 
time which he ought to haye emiplayed in fight- 
ing. In thefe circumftances, an event, which no 
one could have forefeen, happened to change the 
face of affairs, 

Tue Licentiate Valco di Caftroy who had been 
{ent from Europe to try the murderers of old Al- 
magro, arrived at Peru. As he was appointed to 
affume the government ip cafe Pizzaro was no 
more, all who had not fold themfelves to the ty 


"rants hattened to acknowlege him. Uncertainty 


and jealoufy, which had for too long a time kept, 
them difperfed, were no longer ap obftagle ta 
their re-union. Caftro, who was ag refolute as if 
he had grow’n old ip the feryice, did not fuffer 
thelr impatience to languifh, bur inftantly led 
them againft the ehemy. The two armi¢s en« 
gaged at Chapas on the 16th of September 1542, 
and fought with inexpreflible obftinacy. Vidory, 
after having wavered a long time, at the clofe of 
the day decided in favour of the government, 
party, Thofe among the rebels who werg mot 
guilty, dreading t@ languifh, under difgrasefyh 

tortures, 
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tortuses, provoked the conquerors to murder 3 9 ime 
them, crying out, like men in defpair, Jt was T esa 
who killed Pizarro. Their chief was taken pri- 

foner, and died on the {caffold. 

‘Tuusz feenes of harrar were juft concluded; 
when Blafco Nunnez Vela arrived sin 1544 at 
Peru, with the title and powers of viceroy. The 
court had thought to inveft their reprefentative 
with a folemn dignity and with very extenfive 
authority, in order that the decrees he was 
commiffioned to eftablifh, fhould meet with lefs 
oppolition, Thefe decrees were intended to leffen 
the oppreffion under which the Indians were funk, 
and more particularly to render thefe immenfe 
conquefts ufeful to the crown: let us examine 
‘whether they were judicioully contrived for this 
purpofe, 

Tuay declared that fome of the Peruvians 
fhould be ‘free from that momens, and the reft at 
the.death of their oppreffors: that for the futare 
they fhould not be compelled to bury themfelves ” 
in the mines ; and that no kind of labour fhould 
be exaéted from them without payment; that 
their public labours and tributes thould be regyu- 
fated; that the Spaniards who travelled through 
the provinces on foot, fhould no longer have , 
thege of thefe wretched people to carry their hagy 
“gage; nor five when they went on horfeback : 
that the Caciqyes thould be,freed from the obli- 
gation of providing the traveller and his fuire 
with food. 

By the fame regulations, all the departments, on 
commanderies of the governors, of the officers 

of 
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BO OX of jultice, of the agents of the treafury, of the 

Ley bifhops, of the monafteries, of the hofpitals, and 
of all perfons who had been concerned in the 
public troubles, were to be annexed to the do~ 
mains of the ftate. The few lands that might 
belong to other proprietors, were to be fubjeé to 
the fame law, after the prefent pofleffors had end- 
ed their days, let their life be long or fhorts and 
their heirs, their wives, or their children were to 
have no claim upon any part of them, 

Brrorx fogreata revolution had been attempted, 
would itnot have been more proper to have foften- 
ed the ferocious manners of thefe people, to have 
gradually bent to the yoke, men who had always 
lived in a ftate of independence, to have brought 
back to principles of equity injuftice itfelf, to 
have connected to the general intereft thofe who 
had been hitherto influenced by private intereits 
only, ‘to have made citizens of adventurers, who 
had, as it were, forgotten the country from whence 
they fprang; to have eftablithed properties where 
the law of the ftrongeft had before univerfally 
prevailed ; to have made order arife from the 
midft of confufion ; and, by a ftriking contraft to 
the evils which had juft been occafioned by an- 
archy, to have conciliated attachment and reve~ 
rence to a well regulated government? But with- 
ovt any of thefe preliminary fteps, how could the: 
eourt of Madrid expect fuddenly to atcain the 
efid they propofed ? 

Even fuppofing the matter public, did they em- 
ploy a proper agent to.effect it? At any -rate, it 
would have baen ai-watk of patietice -andvof a 

con- 
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conciliatory difpofition which would have te- ® 0 & 
quired all the talents of the moft confummate Uw 


negociator, Did Nunnez poffefs any of thefe 
advantages ? Nature had only given him in- 
tegrity, courage and firmnefs, and he had added 
nothing to her gifts. With thefe virtues, which 
were almoft defeéts in his fituation, he began to 
fulfil his commiffion, without any regatd to place, 
to perfons, or to circumftances, To the aftonifh~ 
ment with which the people were at fill fered, 
fucceeded indignation, murmurs and fedition, 

Crvit wars affume the charaGler that diftin. 
guifhes the caufes from whence they fpring. 
When an abhorrence of tytanny and the natural 
love of liberty ftimulate a biave people to rake 
up arms, if they prove victorious, the tranquil- 
lity that follows this tranfitory calamity is an gra 
of the greateft happinefs, The vigour, which 
hath been excited in the foul of every individual, 
manifetts itfelf in his manners. ‘The finall num- 
ber of citizens who have been witneffes and in~ 
ftruments of fuch troubles, poffefs more moral 
ftrength than the moft populous nations. Abilities 
and power are united : and every man is aftonifh~ 
ed to find that he occupies that very place which 
nature had marked out for him, 

But when diffentions proceed from a corrupt 
fource; when flaves fight about the choice of a 
tyrant; when the ambitious contend in order to 
opprefs, and robbers quarrel for the fake of {poil § 
the peace which terminates thefe hoirois is {carce~ 
ly preferable to the war which gave them birth. 
Criminals affume the place of the judges who 

You IV. E had 
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® had difgraced them,- and become. thé oracles: of 


temp thofe jase which they had-infulted.. Men tuined 


by their extravagances and. debaucheries, infult; 
with an overbearing pomp, thofe virtuous citizens 
whofe. patrimony they.“have invaded. © In this 
flate of utter confuficn, the: paflions only are 
attended: to, - Avarice feeks.to' grow rich without 
any trouble, vengeance to gratify in’s'refentments: 
without fear, licentioufnels\ to throw off every 
-reftraint, and: difcontent, 10.0ccafion a total ‘fub- 
verfion of ‘affairs, The phrenzy of: carnage. is 
fucceeded by ‘that. of debauchery, The facred 
bed ‘of i innocence or of marriage ‘is polluted: with. 
blood; ‘adultery, and brutal violence. The fury 
of the multitude rejoices in deftroying every thing: 
it cannot enjoy and thus ina few hours'perith the 
monuments of many centuries. 

Ir fatigue, an entire Jaffirude, or fome fortunate 
accidents, fufpend:thefe calamities, the habit ‘of 
wickednefs and ‘tourder, and the contempt of Jawsy 
which neceflarily fublitts after fo much confufiony. 
is aJeaven ever ready, to ferment. Generals who'no, 
longer’ have any command,  licentious, foldiers 
without pay, and the people ‘fond of novelty j in, 
‘hopes of changing. their. Slate, fora. better 5 this 
fituation of things, | and thefe.means of, confufion; 
are always in readinefs for. the firft fadious perfon: 
who knows. how to avail ‘himfelf of them. | °: 

‘Svew was the eit of ae ie See in 
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was'to ¥emaih till: he was conveyed to the mother- WO'O K. 
country. Soa met 
Gonzavas’Przarro was then returned from a 
hazardous ‘expedition, which had carried hint as 
’ far'as the tiver’ of thé Amazons, and had'em- 
ployed him long enough ‘to'prevenc ‘him from 
taking’a pare: in ‘thofe revolutions ‘which had ‘fo 
rapidly: fucceeded ‘each otlier.’ : The anarchy he 
found prevailing at his return, “infpired him with 
the’ idea’ of feizing the’ fupreme atithority..: His 
famé and’ his fartes made it impofible “that this 
fiould: be refafed him; but’ his uftrpation- was 
marked -with' fo many enorinities, thae Nuniex 
‘was regretted, He’ was recalled froin exilé, ‘and 
~ foon collected a fufficient nujiber of forces’ to en~ 
able hiimi to take the-field. Civil commotions were 
then renewed wich extreme fury by ‘both: parties 
No ‘quarter was afked or given on either fidey 
. The Indians were forced to: take’ part in’ this, “a 
* they'had.done in the preceding war's j fone: ranged 
themfelves under-.the‘ ftandard: of the ‘viceroy, 
others: under'-the ‘banners’ of: Gonzalesi .»- They 
dtagged up the’ artillery, ‘levelled ‘the ‘roads; and 
carried'the baggage. After:-a'vatlety of advan’ 
tages for a‘long:time alternately obtained; fortune: 
at length favoured the rebellion under the walls‘of 
QUitd i in’the month of January, in the year 1545, 
“ Nunnez and the wreateit patt of his: men were mate 
Trered: on that day, eae re 
“Pizakro: took’ the: toad: of Lima, ‘iere hi 
were: deliberating ‘onthe’ ceremonies with’ whidh 
théy: fhould ‘receive him.) Some- officers: withed 
- that ‘a ‘canopy fhould-be carried ‘for him to ‘mateh . 
‘ Ea ‘under, 
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BO ve. x under, after the manner of. kings. Others, with 

a adulation ftill more extravagant, pretended that 
part of the walls of the town, and even. fome 
-houfes, muft be pulled down; as was the cuftom 
at Rome,. when a -general obtained, the honours 
of a; triumph. ’ Gonzales contented himfelf with 
making his, entrance.on horfeback, preceded by 
his Jieutenants, who marched.on ‘foot, . Four-bi- 
fhops: ‘accompanied him,. and he was followed by, 
the; magiftrates, The, flreets were ftrew’n with 
flowers, and: the air " refounded with the noife of 
bells and various: mufical inftruments. “This ho- 
rhage totally. turned the, head.-of :a man naturally 
haughty, and of confined ideas, He, {poke and 
' ated: in the -moft defpotic, manner. |. 

- Hap Gonzales. poffeffed judgment and, the ap- 
pearance, of ‘inoderation;;it would’ have_been pol 
fible for him. to render himfelf independent, ‘The 
principal perfons of his party wifhed it., The m 
jority would haye viewed this event ,withindiffe- 
rence;, and the: reft. would have been obliged to 
confent to it, Blind cruelties, infatiable.avarice, 
and unbounded ‘ pride,,altered:. thefe, difpofitions. 
Even the perfons whofe interefts wete more, con= 

netted: with thofe ‘of the tyrant, -withed for a de- 

liverers 35: 
Anagd ° . Such a deliyerer rived. froth Europe't in the 
Tigh pe : -parfon: of Pedro dela. Gafea. .. He was .a prieft ; 


a 
te effunon: arlvanged in year but prudent: aiinteveted 
De 
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of them, was to publith a general amnifty without ® 9, 2 K 
dittingion’ of perfons or crimes, and’ to revoke eae 


the fevere laws that hdd’ fendered the’ preceding 
on odious. ; This ‘Aep, alone Accuted 





Tf: Fide, to whens the: arhnilty had been: pate 
ticularly: offered with every eltimony of diftines 
“tions had accepted: of it, as he'was advifed t todo! by. 
the moft enlightened ‘of his parcifans," the troublés 
would-have beenat an ends ‘The habit of cém= 
“mandiig: would’ not fuffer him ‘to defcend to’ a 
private! ffation; and he had recourfe'to: annig in 
hopes’ of | ‘perpetuating “his: mefiory.' “Wichout 
lofing’a moment, he" advanted toward 
where La'Gafes was’ afleinbling: his forces.” ‘ 
the gth “éf April 1548, che battle Wai begiin ‘at: 
tlie diftdnce of four leagues froin ‘this place, i fa the 
plains of Saefahuana, ‘One of the rebel general’ 
lieutenants, ° feeing: him ‘abandoned “at” ithe un 
charge’ ‘by ‘his belt foldiets, advifed: h 
~vains: to-throw hitnfelf j into thé enemy’s batealionss 
aid perifh like a Romah ; but this’ weak’ head of 
a pay, chofe fat er to farrentlet,, and end his ae 
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recorded in hiftory, At a time when the minds 
of all men were elevated, he difplayed a degree 
of courage which could never admit of a come 
parifon, He remained always faithful to the 
caufe he had engaged in, although the cuftom of 
changing flandards according, to circumftances; 
was then univerfally,prevalent. He never forgot 
the moft trifling fervice that had been rendered 
him,, while thofe who had once conferred an 
obligation upon him, might afterwards affront 
him with impunity, , His cruelty was, become .a 
proverb; and in the moft horrid executions -he 
ordered, he never loft any thing, of his mirth. 
Strongly addicted to saillery, he was appeafed 
with a jelt, while he,jnfulted the cry pf pain, which 
appeared to him the exclamation of cowardice on 
weaknefs, His iron heart made q {port of every, 
thing, He cook away or preferved life for a no- 
thing, becaufe life was a nothing in his eftimation, 
His paftion for wine did not prevent the uncom- 
mon ftrength of his body, and the dreadful 
vigour of his foul fram maintaining them{elves to. 
the moft advanced time af life, In extreme old 
age, he was ftill the fir& foldier, ‘and the firft, 
commander in the army, His death was con- 
formable to his life. At the age of eighty-four, 
he wag quartered, without fhewing any remorfe 
for what was pafl, or any uneafinefs for the 
future, 

’ Sucr was the laft {cene of a tragedy, every 4c 
of which hath been marked with blood. Civil wars 
have always beem cruel in all countries and in all 


ages. bur.at Been they..were deftined to havsza 


peculiar 
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peculiar character of ferocity. Thofe who ex- 3 2.0% 
cited them, and thofe who engaged in them, were —~—~ 
moft of them adventurers without education and 
of mean birth, Avarice, which had brought them 
into the New World, was joined to other paflions 
which render domeftic diffentions fo lafting and 
fo violent. All of them, without exception, con- 
fidered the chief whom they had chofen merely 
ds a partner in their fortune, whofe inluence was 
only to extend to the guidance of their hoftilities, 
None of them accepted any pay. As plunder 
and confifcation were to be the fruits of vidory, 
nd quarter was ever given in action, After the 
engagement wag over, every rich man was expofed. 
to informations; and there were nearly as many 
citizens who perifhed by the hands of the exe- 
gutioner, as by thofe of the foldiers in battle. 
The gold that had been acquired by fuch enop 
mities, was foon exhaufted by the meaneft kind 
of intemperance, and the moft extravagant lyxury 5 
and the people returned again to all the exceffes 
of military licence that knows no reftraine. 
Forrunarery for this opulent part of the new 
hemifphere, the moft feditious of the conquerors, 
and of thofe who followed their fteps, had perifh« 
ed. miferably in the feveral events that had fo fre« 
quently fubverted ir, Few of them had furvived 
the troubles, except thofe who had conttantly 
preferred peaceable occupations to the tumult and 
dangers of gréat revolutions, What ftill remain- 
ed of that commotion that had been raifed in their 
minds infenfibly fank into a calm, like the agita- 
tion of waves after a long and furious tempeft. 
Eq: Then, 
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B oo K Then, and then only, the Catholic kings might 


. with truth ftile themfelves the fovercigns of the 


Spamards fixed sn Peru. Bur there was one Inca 
ftill remaining. 

Tuis legitimate heir of fo many’ vatt do- 
minions, lived in the midft of the mountains in a 
ftate of independence. Some princeffes of his 


family who had fubmitted to the conquerors, 


abufed his inexperience and youth, and pre- 
vailed upon him to come to Lima. The ufurpers 
of his rights canied their infolence fo far as to 
fend him letters of giace, and affigned to him 
only a very moderate domain for his fubfiftence, 
He went to hide his fhame and his regret in the 
valley of Yucay, where at the expiration’ of three 
years, death, though ftill too tardy, put dn end 
to his unfortunate career, An only daughter 
who furvived him, married Loyola; arid from 
this union are fprung the houfes of Oropefa and 
Alcanpizas. Thus was the conqueft of Peru 
completed towards the year 1560. 

Wugn the Caftilians had firft made their ap- 
pearance in this empire, tt had an extent of more 
than fifteen thoufand miles of coaft upon the South 
Sea, and in it’s depth it was bounded only by the 
higheft of the Cordeleitias mountains, In lefs 
than half a century, thefe turbulent men puthed 
on their conquefts eaftward fiom Panama to the 
fiver Plata, and weltward from the Chagre to the 
Oroonoko, Although the new acquifitions were 
moft of them feparated from Peru by terrible 
defarts, or by people who obftinately defended 
their liberty, yet they were all incorporated ‘with 

ity 
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it, and fubmitted to the fame law, even down to 3 90 K 
thefe latter times. Let us take a review of thofe tumyme 
which have preferved or acquired fome degree of 
importance; atid we hall begin with the Darien, 

Tuts ndrrow Mip of land, which joins South Nerions 


cone tain, 
and North America together, is fortified by a the province 
chain of high mountains, fufficiently folid to refift eg 
hethi 
the attacks of the two oppofite feas. The country pelle 
is fo banten, fo rainy, fo unwholefome, anc: fo fy}) be ofim- 


portance 


of infects, that the Spaniards in all probability enmgn to 
would never have thought of fixing there, had Ta ae 
they not found at Porto- Bello and at Panama, sheaauons? 
harbours well calculated for eftablithing an edfy 
communication between the Atlantic and the 
Southern Ocean. The ref of the ithmus had fo 
little attraction for them, that the fettlements of 
Saint Mary, and of Nombre de Dios, which 
had at firft been formed there, were, Toon ‘arint. 
hilated, |, 

Tus neglect determined, fn 1698, twelve hin’ 
gred Scotch to go there, The Company, united 
for this enterprize, intended to gain the confi- 
dence of the few favages whom the ford had 
not deftroyed; to arm them againft a people 
whofe ferocity they had experienced ; to worl: 
the mines which were thought more valuable than 
they are; to intercept the galleons by cruifes fkil- 
fully conducted ;- and to unite their forces with 
thofe of Jamaica, with fufficient management to 
acquire the {way in this part of the New World, 

A projcer fo alarming difpleafed the court of 
Madiid, which feemed determined to confifeate the 
effects of all the Englifh, who traded with fo much 

advantage 
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B oo % advantage in their dominions. Ic difpleafed Louis 
XIV. who offered to a power already too much ex- 
hautfted, a feet fufficient to fruflrate the defign: it 
difpleafed the Dutch, who weie afiaid that this 
new company would one day divide with them the 
imuggling trade, which they monopolized in thefe 
latitudes: It was even difpleafing to the Britith 
miniftry, who forefaw that Scotland, growing 
sich, would with to emerge from that kind of de- 
pendence to which it’s poverty had hitherto re- 
duced it. ‘This violent and univerfal oppofition 

“determined King William to revoke a petmiffion 

which his favourites had extorted from him, It 
then became neceffary to evacuate the golden 
ifland upon which this colony had been placed. 
. Bur the mere ‘appichenfion the‘Spaniards had, 
felt of having fych a neighbour, determined them 
to pay more attention themfelves to a country 
which they had always hitherto‘difdained. Their 
miffionaries fucceeded in forming nine or ten vil- 
lages, each of which contained from one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred favages, Whether from 
the unfettled difpofition of thé Indians, of from! 
the oppreffion of their guides, thefe rifing fettle- 
ments began to fall off in 1716; and in our days, 
there are no more than three of them femaining, 
defended by four fimall forts and by a hundred 
foldiers. 

Buen, di- "Tex province of Carthagena is bordered on 

foutea-’' the Welt by the river Darien, and ot the Ealt by 

loon tar. that of Magdalena, The extent of it’s coalt is 


Bony, popne 


tenon, Aifty-three leagues, and of ché inland: countries 


manners, 


aud tale of gighty-five, » Thearid and corepraely Hal mpl: 


Carthagena, 
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tains that o¢cupy the greareft part of this vaft 3 ook 
{pace, are feparated by large valleys, well watered Cemyoed 
and fertile.» The dampnefs and exceffive heat of 

the climate prevent, indeed, the corn, | the oils, 

fhe wines, and the fruits of Burope fiom thriving 

there: buc rice, caffava, maize, cacao, fugar, 

and all the productions peculiar to America, are 

very common. But cotton is the only article cul- 

tivated for exportation, and even the wool of this 

is fo long, and fo difficult in woiking, that ic is 

only fold for the Joweft price in our markets, and 

js rejected by moft of the manufactures, 

Basripas was the firfl European, who, in 1502, 
appeared in thefe unknow’n laticudes, La Cofa, 
Guerra, Ojeda, Vefputius, gud Oviedo, landed 
there after him: but the people whom thefe 
plunderers meant to enflave, oppofed them with 
fach firmnefs, that they were obliged to give up 
all thoughts of forming a fettlement thetel At 
length Pedro de Heridia appeared in 1527, with 
a force fufficient to reduce them. He bnilt and 
peopled Carthagena. 

_ ty 1544, fome French pirates pillaged the new 
town. Forty-one years after; it was burnt by the 
celebrated Drake. Pointis, one of the admirals 
of Lewis XIV., took it in 16975 but by his cruel 
rapagity, hedifgraced the arms which his ambitious 
matter wifhed to render illuftrious. The Englifh 
were difgracefully obliged, in 1741, to raife the 
fiege of it, though they had undertaken ic with 
twenty-five hips of the line, fix fire-fhips, two 
bomb-ketches, and as many land-forces as were 
fufficient to conquer a great part of America, 
The mifunderftanding between Vernon and Went~ 

worth ; 


fo 
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BOOK Worth; the cabals which divided the army and 
ww the fleet; a want of experience in moft of the 


commanders, and of fubordination in the fubal- 
terns al! thefe caufes united ‘to deprive the na- 
tidn of the glory and advantage it had flactered ite 
{elf with, from one of the moft brilliant Armaments 
that had ever beén dilpatched from the Britith 
ports. i ; 
Arter fo many tevolutions, Carthagena now 
fubfifts in {plendour in a peninfula of fand, which 
4g joined to the continent only by’ two narrow 
necks of land, the broadettlof whith ik not thirty. 
five toifes, It’s fortifitations are regular, Nature 
has placed at a little diftance a hill’of 4 tolerable 
height, on which the citadel of ‘St: Lazarus hatli 
Heer built, ‘Thefe works are' defended by a gar- 
Soh raore or lefs numerous, 4s circumftanced 
yeytite, The town is one of the bet built, thé 
moft féguilar and belt difpofed, of any in the New 
W&tld: Ie may contain twenty-five thoufand 
{silts | OF this number the Spaniards form the 
fixth part; the Todians, the Negtoes, and feveral 
rhdes' compofed of mixtures of lan'infinice viriety, 
make'up the remainder. Me a 
Curse mixtures dre more corartioh’ at Cartha- 
gta than in mottof thé éthér Spainifh cblonies. A 
Multitude of vagalordds without employment, 
without fortune, and' without recommendations, 
are eontinually fefoiting to this place. In a 
country’ whee they are totally unknow’n, no 
citizen‘¢ani venture to repofe any confidence in their 
forvices; théy are’ deftined to fubfit wretchedly on 
tRetilifs of he VSveREs, dnd toile in’the' dortiet 
6t'4fquare, or under the porticg of fome church. 
If 
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If the afflidtions they experience in this miferable ® 9,0 


ftate fhould bring fome violent difeafe uponthem, -—>y—-4 
they arecommonly aflitted by thefree negro women, 
whofe care and kindnefs they requite by marrying 
them. Thofe who havenot the bappinefs of being 
ina fituation dreadful enough to excite the com~ 
paffion of the women, are obliged to take refuge 
in thé country, and to devote. themfelves to fa~ 
tiguing labours, which a certain national pride» 
and ancient cuftoms, render equally infupportable, 
Indolence is carried fo far in this country, thar 
men and women who are wealthy feldom quit 

their hammocks, and that but for a little time. 
Tue climate muft be one of the principal caufes © 
of this inaGivity. The heat is exceffive and almoft 
continual at Carthagena. The torrents of water, 
‘which are inceffantly pouring down from he 
month of May to November, have this peculian. 
ity, that they never cool the air, which, ‘however, 
is fometimes a little tempered by the north eaft 
winds in the dry feafon, The night is as hot as 
the day. An habicual perfpiration gives the in- 
habitants the pale and Jivid colour of fickly per- 
fons. Even when they are in perfed health, their 
‘motions partake of the coftnefs of the climate, 
which evidently relaxes their fibres, This indo~ 
lence manifefts itfelf even in their words, which 
are always uttered Dowly, and with a low voice. 
Thofe who come hither from Europe preferve 
their frefh, complexions and plfmpnefs ‘three or 
four months: bur they afterwards lofe both, 

Tars decay is the forerunner of an evil till 
more dreadful, but the nature of which is litcle 
- know’n. 
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HOOK know'n, It is conjectured that fome perfons are 


Vike 


affeGed with it from catching cold, others fronr 
indigeftion. Ir manifefts itfelf by vomitings, ac~ 
companied with fo violent a delitium, that the 
patient muft be confined, to prevent him from 
tearing himfelf to pieces. He often expires in 
the midft of thefe agitations, which feldom lat 
above three or four days, A lemonade made of the 
juice of the opuntium, or Indian fig, is, accord~ 
ing to Godin, the beft fpecific that has been found 
againt fo fatal a difeafe. Thofe who have efcaped 
this danger at firft, run no rifque for the fucure, 
We are aflured from the teftimony of then of 
underftanding, that even upon their return to 
Carthagena, after a long abfence, they have no- 
thing to fear, 

Tre town and it's territory exhibit the fpettacle 
of a hideous leprofy, which indifcriminately attacks 
both the inhabicants and ftrangers. ' The philofo« 
phers who have attempted to aferibe this calamity 
to the eating of pork, have not confidered that 
nothing of a fitdiatdkind fs feen ‘in the other pates 
of the New World, where this kind ‘of food is nde 
lefs common, ‘To prevent the ptogtets of this 
diftemper, an hofpital has beén’ founded in the 
country. Perfons who are fuppofed to be attack» 
ed with it, are fhut up‘ here, without diftinétion 
of fex, rank, orage. The benefit of fo wife an 
eftablithment is loft through the avarice of the 
goveriiérs, who, without being deterred by thé 
danger of fpreading the difeafe, fuffer the poor to 
go in and ott to: begi Thus it is'thatthe number 
oftélic fick’ iytfo direat, thid thé inclofute’ of lid 

dwelling 
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dwelling is of an immenfe extent. Every one 3 
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OQGR 
vit, 


there enjoys a little fpot of giound that is marked V2 


out for him on his admiffion, There he buildsan 
abode fuitable to his fortune, where he lives in 
tranquilfiry-to the end of hisdays, which are often 
long, though unhappy. This diforder fo power- 
fully excites that paffion which is the ftrongeft o 

all others, that it has been judged neceffary to 
permit marriage to fuch as are aflicted with it. 
This is, perhaps, increafing the paffion by in- 
creafing the means of fatisfying it. Thefe defires 
appear to be irritated by the very gratification of 
them, they increafe by their very :emedies, and 
are reproduced by each other, The inconvenience 
of beholding this ardent difeafe which infeéts the 
blood, perpetuated in the children, hath given 
way to the dread of other difordets that are, a 
haps, chimerical, 

Ler us be allowed to form a conjecture. 
There are fome people in Africa that are fituated 
nearly under the fame latitude, who have a cuftom 
of rubbing the body with an oil that is expreffed 
from the fruit ‘of a tree refembling the palm, 
This oil is of a difagreeable {mell: but befidethe 
property it has of keeping off infects which dre 
very troublefome under this burning fky, it ferves 
to make the fkin pliable, and to preferve, or re~ 
ftore to that organ fo effential to life, the free 
exercife of the office for which nature has defign~ 
ed it; it alfo quiets the irritation which drynefs 
and aridity mut bring on upon the fkin, which 
then becomes fo hard, that all kind of perfpira- 
tion is intercepted, If a fimilar method were 

tried 
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Bo OX tried at Carthagena, and if the cleanlinefs which 

“-v-—~ the climate requires were added to it, perhaps this 
leprofy might be reftrained, or even totally 
abolifhed. 

Norwitxsranvine this difguiting diftemper, 
the vatious defects of an inconvenient’ and dan+ 
gerous climate, and many ather difagieeable cir 
oumftances, Spain hath always fhew’n a great 
predileétion for Carthagena, on account of it’s 
harbour, one of the beft that is know'n, It is 
two leagues in extent, and hath a deep and excel- 
lent bottom. There is not more agitation there, 
than on the moft calm river. There gre two 
channels that lead up to it. That which is called 
Bocca-Grande, and which is from feven to eight 
hundred toifes in breadth, had fotmerly fo little 
depth, that the fmalleft canoe could with difiiculty 
pafs through it. The ocean hath gradually in- 
creafed it’s depth’ fo much, that in fome parts 
twelve feet of water may be found. If the revo- 
lutions of time fhould bring about greater alter- 

nH 

ations, the place would be expofed. Accordingly, 
the attention’ of the court of Madrid is ferioufly 
engaged in confidering the means of preventing fo 
great an evil, Perhaps, after much reflection, 
no fimpler or more certain expedient will be 
found, than to oppofe to the enemy’s fleets a dyke 
formed of old ships filed with siones and funk in 
the fea, The channel of Bocca Chica hath been 
hjtherto the only one practicable. This is fo 
narrow, that only one veffel can enter at once. 
The Englifh, in 1741, having deflroyed the for- 
tifications that defended this paffage, they have 

been 
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Been fince reftored with greater {kill. They B00 K 
were no longer placed at the entrance of the gul+ waymae 


let, but further up the channel, where they will 
fecure a better defence, - 

Av the time that thefe countries were fupplied 
with provifions, by the well-know’n method of 
the galleons, the veffels which fet out from Spain 
all together, failed to Carthagena before they went 
to Porto Bello, and vifited it again on their res 
turn to Europes In the firft voyage, they depo- 
fited the mefchandize that was neceflary for the 
fupply of the interior provinces, and received the 
price of them in the fecond. When fingle thips 
were fubfticuted to thefe monftrous armaments, 
the city ferved for the fame kind of ftaple. It was 
always the point of communication between the 
Old hemifphere and great part gf the New. From 
the year 1748 to 1743, this ftaple was only vilited 
with twenty-feven fhips from Spain : thefe, in ex~ 
change for the merchandize they Rad brought, 
received every year, 9;357,806 livfes *, in gold s 
4,729,498 livres t, in filver; and 851,765 
livres [, in the produce of the country; in alls 
14,939,969 livres §; ; 

Tnx article of the produce of the country, was 
compofed of four thoufand eight hundred and fotirs 
feore quiheals of cacao, the value of whicl’in But 
rope was 509,760 livres||s offivehundred andeighty 
quintals of hark, of the value of 200,880 livres qs 
of feventeen quintals of vicuna wool, of the value 
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of 14,474 livres *; of one quintal and a half of 
vanilla, of the value of 11,988 livres+; of feven 
quintals of tortoife fhell, of the value of 4,698 
livres $; of fifteen quintals of mother-of-pearl, 
of the value of 1701 livres §; of fixteen quintals 
of balfam, of the value of 18,900 livres {j; of 
two thoufand and thirty quintals of @ fpecies of 
Brafil wood, of the value of 29,295 livres fs 
of two thaufand one hundred fkins, with che hair 
on, of the value of 34,020 livres **; of forty-two 
quintals of dragon’s blood, of the value of 25389 
livres f+; of fix quintals of balfam of capivi, of 
the value of 2,700 livres tt of feven quintals of 
farfaparilla, of the value of 972 livres §§3 of one 
quintal of ivory, of the value of 388 livres Ill 3 
and Jaftly, of one hundied and eighty-eight 
quintals of cotton, of the value of 21,600 
livres (qf. 

Iw thefe returns, where there was nothing for 
government, and where all was for trade, the 
teriitory of Carthagena furnifhed only to the 
amount of 93,241 livies ***, That of Saint Mar- 
tha was ftill lefs proficable. ' 

Tu1s_ province, the extent of which, from 
Teaft to Weft is eighty leagues, and one hundred 
and thirty from North, tg South, was unfortu- 
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nately difcovered, as wefe all the neighbouring 
tegions, at the difaftrous period when the kings 
of Spain, folely intent upon their aggrandisés 
miett'in Eutope, required only froin thofe of their 
fubjedts, who wert into the New World, the 
Afth part of che gold which they collected in cheir 
plunders. Upon this condition, thefe tobbers, 
who were ftimulated by thelave of novelty, by 
an inotdinate paffion for wealth, and ever by the 
hopes of meriting heaven, were left td be the 
fole arbiters of their ations, Without dfead of 
punifiment, or of cenfure, they might wandet 
about from one country to another, prefeive of 
nbandon a cohquelt, iniprove a tetritory, or de- 
ftroy it, and maffacre thé people, of treat cher} 
with humanity, as they thought proper. Every 
thing fulted thé Court of Madrid; provided they’ 
were fupplled with plenty of riches, the foordd 
from whicli they came always appédred hbnelt dnd 
pure,’ 

Rayaors and cruelties that cannot be ex~ 
prelied, were the neceffary confequence of thefe 
abominable principles; and univerfal defolation 
prevailed, Te fatal veftiges of it ate fil] to ba 
tvaced ia all parts, but more efpectally at Saint 
Martha: Afier thefe detlroyers had {polled the 
cdlonles of the gold which they had picked up ia 
thely rivers, arid of the pearls which they had 
fitted upon thejr'éoafts, they difappeared, The 
few among them who fettled themfelves there, 
raifeg one or two towns, and fome villages, 
which remalnéd without intercouffé with each 
other, ’till it was operied by forme jndefitigable 
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Capucin miffionaries, who, in our days,: have 
contrived to colleé, in eight hamlets, three 
thoufand one hundred and ninety-one Motilones, 
or Evagiras, the moft ferocious of the favages 
who oppofed it. Here their defpicable pofterity 
vegetates, fed and waited upon by fome Indians 
or Negroes, The mother-country hath. never 
fent one fingle veffel into this diftri@, and hath 
never received any kind of produétion from it, 
The induftry and aétivity of this place confifts 
only ina fraudulent trade of cattle, and efpecially 
mules, catried on with the Dutch, or with the 
other ‘cultivators of the neighbouring iNgnds,, who 
give in exchange cloathing, and fome other gb- 
jects of little value, Superftition keeps yp this 
fatal indolence. It prevents the people frqm. 
diferning, that it is not by ceremonies, by fla~ 
géllations, or by autos da fé, that the divinity j is 
to be honoured ; but by the fweat ‘ofmat’s brow,. 
by the clearing of land, and by ufeful labours, 
Thefe proud men perfuade themfelvés that they 
are gteater in a church, or at the feet of a monk, 
than in the fields or the workfhop, The tyranny 
of their priefts. hath kept, away from them that 
knowlege which might have undecaived th them, 
Even this work, written purpofely to enlighten 
them, they. will never be acquainted with, “If 
ome fortundte event thould put it into their 
hands, they would have an abhorrence of it, and’ 
Would confider it as a criminal production, the 
author of which would deferve to be burnt. 


ALbHowso Qyepa was the fist who recopnoj- 


tred, in 1499) the country, called: Venezuela, or 
Little 
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Little Venice, a name that was given to it, be- 20,0 ¥ 
caufe fome huts were feen there, fixed upon pw 


dtakesy to raife them above the ftagnant waters 
thatscovered the plain, Neither this adventurer, 
nor his immediate fucceffors, thought of forming 
any fettlements there. Their ambition was only. 
to make flaves, that.they might convey them to 
the iflands which their ferocity had depopulated. 
Te was not *till 1527 that John d’Ampuez fixed? 
a colony upon this coaft, and promifed to his 
Court a region abounding in metals. This pro- 
mife gave rife, in the following year, to an 
arrangement fingular enough to attract ovr at- 
tention, 

Cuarces V, who had united fuch a number of 
crowns upon his head, and concentrated fo much 
power in himfelf, was engaged, by his ambition, 
or by the jealoufy of his neighbours, in endlefs 
difputes, the expences of which exoveded ‘his 
refources.~ In his neceffities, he had borrowed 
confiderable fums of the Welfers of Aug{bourg, 
who were then the richeft merchants in Europe. 
That ‘prince offered them in payment the pro+ 
vince of Venezuela, and they: accepred it as a 
fief of Caflile, * you 
oIp-was to be fuppofed that merchants, who 
had acquired their fortune by the buying and - 
felling.of. territorial produétions, would eftablith 
plantations in their domains, It was to be 
fuppofed, that Gerrhans, wlio had been brought 
up in the midft of mines, would work thofe which 
were upon the {pot that was granted to them, 


But thefe expectations were entirely fruftrated. 
F 3: The 
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BOOK The Welfers only fent into the New Werld four 


ee 


The cocoa 
hath always 
fixed the 
tention of 
the Syani- 
orde upon 
Venezuela, 


or five hundred of thofe fierce foldiers, whom 
their country began to fell to whoever would and 
could pay for their blood. Thefe bale hirelings 
carried along with them beyond the feas, that 
propenfity for pillaging, which they had con- 
tracted in the different wars in which they hac 
ferved, Under the guidance of their chiefs, Al- 
finger and Sailler, they overran an immenfe track 
of country, putting the favages to the torture, 
and ripping them apen; to, extort from them 
where the gold was to be found, Some Indians, 
dragged along, and laden with provifions, who. 
were put to death as foon as they fank under the 
Jaffitude, followed this favage band, Hunger, 
fatigue, and poifoned arrows, fortunately deli- 
vered the earth of this odious burthen. The 
Spaniards refumed poffeffion of a foil which the 
Welfers would no longer have any concern with ; 
and their conduct was not very different from, 
that which bad juft excited fo much horron 
Their commander Carvajal, indeed, forfeited his 
life far thefq enormities: but this punifhment did © 
not recall from the grave the victims that had 
been precipitated into it, From their athes arofe, 
in procefs of time, a few praductions, af which 
the cacao was the principal, 

Tux cacag tree, which is of a middling: fize, 
generally throws out five or fix trunks from it’s, 
root, The wood of it is brittle and whites 
it’s root reddifh, and rather rugged. Ag it 
grows up it throws off fome inclined branches, 
which do now fpnead fan. Jo's leaves. ave alten~ 

nate, 
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nate, oval, and terminated in a point. The 899 * 
largeft of them are from eight to nine feet in uy 
length, and three in breadth. They are all 
fixed upon Mort petals, flattened, and furnifhed 
at their bafis with two methbranes, or flipula. 
The flowers arife in finall bunches along the ftems 
and the branches. Their calix is greenifh, and 
hath five deep divifions, The five petals that 
compofe the corolla are final, yellow, inflated 
at their bafe, lengthened out into a kind of 
ftrap, which is folded up ina circular form, and 
widened at it’s extremity. Thefe petals are 
fixed to a fpatha, formed by the aflemblage of ten 
threads, five of which bear ftaminas The five 
other intermediate ones are longer, and in the 
Thape of a tongue. The pittil, which is placed 
fn the center, and furniounted with one ftyle 
only, becomes an oviform capfula, almoft of a 
ligneous texture, fix or feven inches in length, 
and two in breadth; uneven upon it’s Surface, 
marked*with ten coftes, and feparated internally 
by membranous partitions into five cells. The 
kernels which it contains, to the number of 
thirty, or more, are covered with a brirtle thell, 
and fdrrounded with a whitith pulp. ot 
+ “Pinte Kernels are the bafis of the chocolate, 
the goodneis of which depends upon the gily 
“part they contains and confequently upon their 
perfect maturity. The capfula is gathered, when, 
after having changed fucceflively from green to 
yellow, it acquires a dark mufk colour. It is 
flic with a knife, and all the kernels, furrouaded 
with their pulp, are taken out and heaped up in a 
F4 tub, 
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Sp % tub, in order that they may ferment. This opes 


‘ea ration deftroys the principle of vegetation, and 


removes the fuperfluous moifture from the ker- 
nels, which are afterwards expofed to the fun 
upon hurdles, in order to complete the drying of 
them. The cocoa, thus prepared, keeps for a 
confiderable time, provided it be ina dry place; 
but it is not proper to keep it toa long, hecqule 
it lofes, with age, part of it’s pil and of it’s pro« 
perties. 

Tux cocoa tree grows readily, from feeds that 
are fow'n in holes ranged in a ftraight line, and 
at the diftance of five or fix feet from each other, 
Thefe feeds, which muft be freth, foon vegetate. 
The tree grows up tolerably faft, and begins to 
reward the labours of the cultivator at the end 
of two years. Two crops are gathered every 
year, which are equal in quality and quyantity. 
This tree requires a rich and moift foil, which 
hath not been employed for any other kind of 
culture, If it fhould want water, it would pio-~ 
duce no ftuit, wither, and die» A fhade, to 
thelter it continually from the heat of the fun, is 
not lefs neceffary to it. The fields in which the 
cocoa trees are planted, are alfo liable to be de- 
ftroyed by the hurricanes, unlefs care be taken to 
fkire them with ftronger trees, The culture 
which the tree further requires is neither labo- 
tious nor expenfive. Its fufficient to pull up the | 
weeds that grow round it, and which would de- 

tive it of it’s nourifhment, ‘ 

Tue cocoa tree is cultivated in feyeral party of 
the New World 3 in fome of them it evén, grows 

naturally. 
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naturally. Neverthelefs, it’s fruit is no where 8 oo B 
fo plentiful as at Venezuela; and no where of £0 Cemypoud, 
good a quality, if we except Soconutco. 

But for the fpace of two centuries, the labours 
of the colony did not turn out to the profit of the 
mother-country. ‘The national trade was fo much 
overburdened with taxes, and fo much embar- 
raffed with formalities, that the province found a 
confiderable advantage in receiving from the 
hands of the Dutch of Curagoa all the merchan- 
dife they wanted, and in giving them for pay~ 
ment the produce of their foil, which thefe 
indefatigable neighbours fold for an immenfe 
profit to part of Europe, and even to the nation 
that was proprietor of the territory in which it 
was collected. This fmuggling intercourfe was 
fo brifk and {9 conftant, that from the year 1700 
fo the end of 1727, only five ships were fent out 
from the ports of Spain to Venezuela, and they, 
all of them without exception, made a voyage 
more or Jefs ruinous, 

Suc was the fituation of affairs, when forne The pra 
merchants of the province of Guipufcoa, ima- eS 
gined, in 1728, that it would be advantageous to ib)sAed 


them to unite in a body in order to undertake toy. Proe 
this “navigation, Their views were approved ideal 
and. encouraged by government. The principal bee 
conditions of the grant, were, that the Company 
fhould pay for every thing they might choofe to 
fend out, and for‘every thing they might receive, 
the taxes that were already fettled, and that they 
fhould entertain, at theit own expence, a fufficient 

number 
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30.0 K number of guatda coftas, to prevent the inhabit- 
Lemyend ants from fihuggling. 

Some alterations were fucceffively made in the 
adminiftration of this fociety. At firft they were 
only permitted to fit out two fhips every year ; 
but in 1734 they obtained leave to fend as many 
as they thought proper. 

In the beginning, the Company had not the 
privilege of an exclufive charter, The govern- 
ment granted it to them in 1749, for the depart- 
ment of Caraccas; ard tet Years after for that of 
Maracaibo, two tertitdries, the union of which 
forms the province of Venesuela,’ extending four 
hundred miles along the coaft. 

"Tut the year 1744, the ships, on their return 
from the New World, were all to depofit their 
whole cargo in the port of Cadiz. After this 
period, they were orly obliged to catry there, the 
cacao neceflary for the fupply of Andalufia, and 
of the neighbouring diftriéts, They were allowed 
to difembark the reft at Saint Sebaftian, the place 
of the rife of the Cotnpany. | 

Ip was in this town that the general meeting 
of the proprietors was originally holden. Yn 
17515 it was transferred to the capital of the 
empire, where fome one of the molt elteemed 
members of the council of the Indies prefides 
over it every two years. 

Tue merchandize was at firft delivered to the 
bighelt bidder. The Court was then informed 
that a general diftonrent prevailed; that a finall 
number of rich ‘affociates should monopolize the 

§ . cacao, 
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cacao, which is confidered in'Spain as an article 99.0 © 
of primary neceffity, and fhould afterwards fel] ig wy 
at what price they chofe, Thefe murmurs occa- 

fioned, in 1752, 4 regulation, that without fup- 

prefling the magazines at Saint Sebaftian, at 

Cadiz, and at Madrid, new ones, fhould be efta- 

blithed at Corunna, at Alicant, and at Barce- 

lana; and that in all of them the cacao fhould 

he retailed to the inhabitants at the price fet- 

tled. by the miniftry. t 

Trae Company obtained, in 1753, that their 
fhares fhould be confidered as a real eftate, that 
they might, be perpetually entailed, and formed. 
into thole unalienable, ‘and indivilible majorafeos, 
or inheritances fettled upon the eldeft heir, which 
are in general fo flattering to the pride of tha 
Spaniards, 

Ir was decreed, In 1761, that the Company 
fhould advance, to the members: who might with 
for it, the value of fixteen thares; that thefe 
fhares fhould be put in truft, and. that they might 
be fold, if after a ftipulated period the proprietor 
did not withdraw them. ‘The intent of this pru- 
dent arrangement, was to fuccour fuch of the 
proprietors whofe affairs might be fomewhat 
embarraffed, and to maintain the credit of the 
Company by honett means. 

“ Accorpine to regulations made in 1776, the 
operations of the Company are to extend ta 

umana, to the Oroonoko, to the iflands of Tri- 
nity and St, Margaret, “Thefe countries, indeed, 
have not been fubjected to it’s monopoly: but 
the favours it has received are equivalent to an 
exclufive privilege, 

During 
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Durinc thefe changes, ‘the number of free- 


yes men and of flaves were increafing at Venezélas* 


The feven hundred and fifty-nine plantationss 
diftributed in fixty-one villages, were emerging 
from their languid ftate, and others were form~ 
ing. The former ‘cultures wete improved, and 
new ones eflablifhed; ‘The cattle penetrated more 
and more into the inland parts of the country. 
But it was chiefly in the diftrit of Caraccas -that 
the improvements were moft-confpicuous. The 
town whieh beans this: namt,-contained four and 
twenty thoufand inhabitants; moft of then in 
ealy-circumftances. The guayra which ferved 
for the purpofa.of it’s navigation,: thought 
afforded nothing more than an indifferent anchor~ 
age, Surrounded with a fmall number of huts; 
was gradually becoming a confiderable colony, 
and even a tolerable harbour, by means of a large 
pier conftruéted with kill, ‘ 
_ Ar Puerto Cabello, which had been entirely 
abandoned, though one of the beft ports of Ame-_ 
fica, three htmdréd‘houfes were railed, Lets 
endeavour to inveftigate the caufes'of this finguliy 
profptrity, under the thackles of a monopdly.’* '? 
Tue Company underftood front the’ firtt, “that 
their fuccefs was infeparable from that of the 
colony; and they therefore advanced to the inha- 
bitants as far as 3,240,000 livres*, without inte~ 
felt. ' This debt was to be difcharged in coms 
médifies 5 and, thofe who did not fulfill their . 


7 engagetents, were fummoried to the tribynal, of 


# 135,000) aaa 
the 
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the king’s teprefentative,. whofe province it svas 8 oe K 
folely to judge, whesher the caufes of delay were; Ww 
or were not reafonable.+ = + + vitae 
“of he qtiagatinds: of the /Gomipany were coHé 
ttantly’fapplied wiel’ évery thing: that miglr+be 
of ufe to the country, andi always open to receive 
every thing the country could pour'into them. 
By.this method, the labours were Hever languid 
for want of means, of of a markete v4 
' "Kus valueof what the Compahy.wereto fell, 
or to buy, was not left ro the rapacity of theit 
agents. [he government of the province alwayé 
fixed the price of what came from Europe stand 
a meeting, compofed of the directors, coloniflls; 
and factors, always regulated the price of the 
productions ofthe foilss . «4 3 ad 
. Suon of the inhabitants of the New World-as 
were not fatisfied with thefe regtlations} > were 
allowed to fend.into the Old-ong, tpein ehigir OWH 
account, the’ fixth part .of-lthety éfapa, tahdetd 
receive the valle. in metchandizey'' but thed 
affairs were alwayy to be tranfittted by the trips 
of the Company, “1 Pe eee ae 
> By thefe arrangements therculetvator was bel 
ter:rewarded.-fdr His labours,’ than ‘he? hatl-Beor 2t 
ifie Hinevofechetcontraband tradé. The'new difd 
politiohdeg vhings.was ih reality fardl only to® 
few fcheming, turbulent and adventurous men, 
who wollegted-tnvhtir hands, ata low price, the 
productions of the*country, in order to deliver 
them afterwatds-to foreign navigators of thé faine - 
chaPadtér as*theinfél¥es, ° 

4 Tar 
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‘Tne new kingdom of Grenada, Mexico, fome 
of the American iflands, and the Canaries, were 
in the habit of drawing from Venezuela part of 
the cacao confumed by their inhabitants. Thefe 
colonies continued to enjoy this right without 
reftraint. They even purfued it with greater ad- 


vantage, becaufe the produétion which they 


wanted to procure became more plentiful, and 
was obtained at a cheaper rate. 

Formerty Venezuela furnifhed nothing to the. 
trade of the mother-country, The Company, 
fince their eftablifhment, have always fupplied it 
with productions, the quantity of whiclt hath fucs 


ceflively increafed, From the year 1748 to 1793, , 


the Company conveyed annually into.the colony 
to the value of 3,197,327. livres-*, in merchan- 
dize. They drew from thence annually to the 
amount of 239,144 livres t, in filvers thirty« 
feven thoufand quintals of cacao, which they 
fold for 5,332,000 livres £3 two thoufand. five 
hundred quintals of tobacco, fold for 178,20 
livres §; one hundred and, fifty-feven quintals 
of indigo, fold for 198,990 livres ts twenty 
thovfand fkins, with the hair on, féld for 
356,400 livres q ; and fome dividi, fold for 27,000 
livres **; fo that their returns amounted to 
6,821,734 livres tte The apparent profit was, 


® 134,028 l 1gse ade + 9,954.1. 6% 3d. 

4 22,1661 138, 44, °§ pag h 
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therefore, 3,634,407 livees*. We callit ap» 290 8 
parent, becaife the expences and the cuftams eo 


abforbed, 1,932,500 livres f of this fum; fo, that 
the real profit of the Company was only 
15701,897 livres f. 
Aut thefe branches of commerce have been 
increafed except that of the dividi, which, it 
hath been neceffary to give up, fince it hath 
been found that ic was not fit to, be fubftiruted ro 
the Aleppo nut in dying, as it had been rather 
inconfiderately imagined. The extention would 
have been ftill greater, had it been poffible to 
put an end to fmuggling. But notwithftanding 
the vigilance of ten cruizers, with  cighty-fix 
guns, one hundred and ninety-two fwivels, and 
five hundred and eighteen men on boards tots 
withitapding twelve pofts, with ten or twelve fol- 
diers in each, eftablifhed along the coatt, .and 
netwithftanding the annual expgnce Of In4.90,9Q0 
‘livres §, the “contraband trade hath NOK: heen 
: entirely eradicated ; and. it’ is chiefly at ‘Cora that 
it is carried on, , 
‘Tur nation has prafited equally, by the efta- 

- bhithment, of the Company. It does not pay-them 
for the cacao more than half the price which the 
Dutch yled to charge. The quintal, whieh ig 
iow beug she in Spain fay 160 livres |, ufed fore 
taefly'td Park" Haag.’ 

. Tur advantages. which accrue to the govern- 
ment feoni tha elablithment of the. Company are 


* tg143gh 12s. 6a, t 80,5901. 163, Bde 
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B bas © not lefs evident. Before this period, the revenues 

ty of the ‘Crown at Venezuela, were never fufficient 
to defray the expences of fovertignty. ‘They 
have fince increafed confiderably, not only be- 
caufe the citadel of Puerto Cabello has been 
conflruéted, which hath coft 1,620,000 livres *, 
but alfo, becaufe a greater number of regular 
troops ate maintained in the country. ‘The 
treafury, however, hath fome fuperfuous cath, 
which it diftribuces at Cumana, at St. Mar- 
garet’s, at Trinity: ifland, and on the Oroonoko. 
This is not the whole, In Eurape, the produc- 
tions, of the country pay annually.to the State 
more than 1,600,000 +, and the navigation they 
give rife to forms fifteen hundred failors for it, or 
keeps them in conftant employment. 


Buv hath the Coinpany itfelf been equally pro- 
fperous? There was every reafon to doubt, in- 
the beginning, whether it would maintain itfelfi . 
Although the colonifts were allured to become 
members of it, they refufed at firft to deliver 
their productions to it. In Spain, where a com+ 
mercial affociation was a novelty, no-great eager- 
nefs was fhew’n to become a membet of it, not- 

’ withftanding the example fet -by the monarch; 
hy the queen, by the Infant Don Lewis, and by 
the province of Guipufcoa. It was neceflary to 
reduce the number of fhares to fifteen hundreds 
which it had been refolved to carry on to three 
thoufand; and the capital, intended to be fix 
millions t, was reduced to three §. Thefe diffi- 


* 67,5001, + 66,6661. 134 4den 
+ 250.0001, § 125,000], ‘ 
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eulries did not prevent confiderable dividends # 9,9 « 
from being paid to the proprietors, even in the Weyaus 
very firlt years. The fums in referve were, - 
however; fufficient, in 1752; to double the ori~ 

ginal funds, and in 1766 to treble them, with 

a regular intereft of five per cout. exclufive of the 
extraordinary dividends. On the firft of January 

1772, the company’s debts, even including the 

value of the fhares, which had rifen to 1,000,000 

livres *, amounted to no more than 15,198,618 

livres 12 fols +, and they were in poffeffion of 
21,153,760 livres four folst. Confequentlys 

they had 5,955,141 livres 12 fols § above what 

they owed, 

Tue improper fpitit that generally prevails in 
exclufive focieties, hath not infected that of Carac- 
cas fo much as others, It hath never been led aftray 
from it’s fyftem by abfurd enterprizes, Ic’s in« 
tegrity hath preferved-it from every leind- Sf Jaw, 
vand even from the flighteftsconteft, ‘That-ie’s 
deftiny might hot be expofed to the caprices of 
- the o¢eany or to the rifques of war, it’s cargoes 
have been all of them infured. It’s engagements 
have been fulfilled with inviolable fidelity, ‘And 
laftly, in a country where moft of the Jdrided 
effates -ato entailed, and where there-are few 
goddrveits for money, the Company hath ob- 
taitiédpall thateic wanted; at two and a half 
per cont s 


* 3759000 Le + 6332751. 153. Od 
t 881,407], 3s, 6d. § 248,150], 18 a 


VoulV, | G ine 


gs 


BOOK 
Vu. 


feaereen prniat 


HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


Iw order to conciliate to itfelf the good wifhes 
of the nation, which are generally denied in all 
parts to a monopoly, the Company hath always 
been defirous of appearing animated with a pub- 
lic fpirit. From the year 1736, it took upon 
itfelf the care of the manufactures of Placentia, 
which fcarce ufed to furnifh eight thoufand fire- 
locks per annum; and which, at prefent, without 
reckoning fore other kinds of arms that have 
begun to be fabricated there, fupplies fourteen 
thoufand four hundred, with the feutcheons 
of their locks, which it was before neceffary 
to bring from Liege. Though during the 
Short waft of 1762, fix of the Company's vef-, 
fels, richly laden, fell into the hands of ‘the 
Englifh, it ftill devoted to government all the 
credit and influence it poffeffed, Wood for the 
'puilding of fhips was perifhing in the province 
of Navarre, fo that it became neceffary to cut it 
down, Roads were alfo to he made to bring it 
down to the borders of the Vidaffoa, and this 
uncertain river was to be put in a flate fit to carry 
this wood to it’s mouth, after which it was to be 
conducted to the important harbour of Ferrol, 
Since the year 1766, all thefe things are executed 
by the Company to the great advantage of the 
military branch of the navy, 

Tuts ‘Company ftill continues to announce 
other enterprizes ufeful to the ftate; but it is 4 
matter of doubt whether it will be allowed time 
to execute them. The refolution which the 
Court of Madrid feems to have taken, to open 
it’s ports of the New World to all it’s fubjects 

i of 
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of the Old, muft neceffarily excite a prefumption 8 pe kK 
that the province of of Venezuela will, fooner or Wuupumd 


later, ceafe to be under the reftraints of a mono~ 
poly, It is however a problem, whether the 
diffolution of the Company will be produdtive of 
good or evil; and it can only be folved by the 
nature of the meafures that fhall be adopted by 
the Spanifh minittry. 

Tue coaft of Cumana was difcovered in 1498 
by Columbus, Ojeda, who had embarked with 
this great navigator, landed there the next year, 
and even made fome exchanges peaceably with 
the favages, It appeared more convenient to the 
adventurers who fucceeded him, to ftrip thefe 
feeble men of their gold or of their pearls; and 
this kind of robbery was as common in this 
region as in the other parts of America, when 
Las Cafas undertook to put a ftop to it. , 

Tis man, fo famous in the annals of the New 

orld, had accompanied his father at the time 
of the fifft difcovery. The mildnefs and fimpli- 
city of the Indians affected him fo ftrongly, that 
he made himfelf an ecclefiaftic, in order to de~ 
vote his labours to their converfion, But this 
foon became the leaft of his attentions. Being 
‘more 4 man than a prigf, he felt more for the 
crueltles exercifed againft them, than for their 
ridiculous fuperflitions, He was continually 
hurrying from ‘one hemifphere to the other, in 
order to comfort thofe for whom he had con- 
ceived fuch an attachment, or to foften their 
tyrants. The inutility of his efforts convinced 
him, that he should never do any good in fettle- 

Ga ments 
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BOO X ments that were already formed; and he propofed 
tema? to himfelf to eftablifh a colony upon a new 


foundation, 

His colonitts were all to be planters, artificers, 
or miffionaries. No one was to be allowed to mix 
with them without his confent. A particular drefs, 
ornamented with a crofs, was to prevent them 
from being thought to belong to that race of Spa~ 
niards which had rendered itfelf fo odious. ‘He 
reckoned, that with thefe kinds of knights, he 
fhould be able, without war, violence, or flavery, 
to civilize the Indians, to convert them, to ac- 
cuftom them to labour, and even to employ them 
in working the mines. He afked no affiflance from 
the treafury at firft, and he was afterwards fatif- 
fied with the twelfth of the tributes which he 
fhould fooner or later bring into it. 

Tue ambitious, who govern empires, confi- 


‘der the people as mere objects of trade, and treat 


as chimerical every thing that tends to the ims 
provement and happinefs of the human {pecies. 
Such was atirft the impreffion which the {yftem 
of Las Cafas made upon the Spanifh miniftry. 
He was not difcouraged by denials, and at 
length fucceeded in having the diftride of Cu- 
mana ceded to him, to put his theory in practice, 
This man of ardent genius immediately went 
through all the provinces of Caltile, in order to 
colleé men accuftomed to the labours of the 
field, ‘and to thofe of manufactures, But thefe 
peaceful citizens had not fo eager a defire to leave 
their country as foldicrs or failors have, Scarce 
could he preyail upon two hundred‘ of them to 

follow 
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follow him, ‘With thefe he fet fail for America, 3 © ox 
and landed at Porto-Rico in 1519, after a fortu- unjwmet 


nate voyage. 

Auruoucn Las Cafas had only quitted the 
New Hemifphere two years before, yet he found 
a total alteration in it at his return. The entire 
deftruétion of the Indians in the iflands fubjeé to 
Spain, had excited the refolution of going to the 
continent jn fearch of flaves, to replace the un- 
fortunate men who had perifhed fiom oppreffion, 
This cruelty difgufted the independent minds of 
the favages. In the height of their refentment, 
they maffacred as many of the Spaniards as fell 
into their hands by chance; and two miffionaries, 
who probably came to Cumana with a laudable 
defign, were the victims of thefe juft retaliations, 
Ocampo immediately went from St, Domingo, 
to punifh an outrage committed, as it was faid, 
againft Heaven itfelf; and after having deftroyed: 
all by fire ahd fword, he built a village upon the 
{pot, which he called Toledo, 

Ir was within thefe weal palifades that Las 
Cafas was obliged to place the finall number 
of his companions, who had refifted the intem- 
perance of the climate, and the attempts made 
to feduce them from him, Their .refidence was 
not Iéngshere, Mott of them were pierced with 
the darts of an implacable enemy; and thofe wha 
efcaped, were forced, in 1521, to feek an afylum 
fome where elfe, ‘ 

Some Spaniards have fince fettled at Cumana; 


but the population of this diftrit hath always ’ 


been much confined, and hath never extended to 
G 3 any 
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BOK any diftance from the coafts. During the courfe 


ees 


Of the river 
Qraonoko, 
a 


of two centuries, the mother country had not any 
dire& intercourfe with this fpot. It is but 
Jately, that one or two fmall fhips have been 
fent there annually, which, in exchange for the 
liquors and merchandize of Europe, receive 
cocoa and fome other productions, 

Ir was Columbus, who, in 1498, firft difto- 
vered the Oroonoko, the boiders of which have 
fince been named, Spanifh Guiana, ‘This great 
river takes it’s fource among the Cordeletrias 
mountains, and difcharges itfelf into the gcean 
by forty openings, after it hath been increafed 
throughout an immenfe track by the afflux of a 
prodigious number of rivers more or lefs confj- 
derabie. Such is it’s impetuofity, that it ftems 
the ftrongeft tides, and preferves the frefhnefs of 
it’s waters to the diftance of twelve leagues from 
that vaft and deep channel within whi¢h it was 
confined, Iv’s rapidity, however, is not always the 
fame, which is owen to a circumftanece perhaps 
entirely peculiar. The Oroonoko, which begins to 
{well in April, continues tifing for five montlis, 
and during the fixth remains at it’s ‘preate 
height. From O&tober, it begins gradually to 
fubfide till the month of March, throughout the 
whole of which it remains in the fixed ftate of it’s 
greatelt diminution, Thefe alternate changes 
are regular, and even invariable, 

* Tis phosnomenon feems to depend much 
moré on the fea than on the land. In the fix 
snonth$ “that the river is rifing, the hemifphere 
pf tt the New World prefents nothing bur | at 
caft 
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Jeaft but little land, to the perpendicular adion 3 9,0 K 
of the raya of the fun. In the fix months Of comput 


it’s fall, America exhibits nothing bur dry land 
to the planet by which it is illuminated. The 
fea at this time is lefs fubject to the influence of 
the fun, or, at leafl, it’s current towards the 
eaftern fhore is more balanced, more broken by 
the land, and nfuft, therefore, leave a freer 
courfe to the rivers, which not being then fo 
ftrongly confined by the fea, cannot be {welled 
but by rains, or by the melting of the fhows 
from the Cordelcirias, Perhaps, indeed, the 
rifing of the waters of the Oroonoko may depend 
entirely on the rainy feafon, But to be tho- 
roughly acquainted with the caufes of fo fingu- 
Jar’a phenomenon, it would be neceffary to 
confider the connetion between the courfe of 
this river, and that of che Amazons by Rio Negro, 


and to know che track and direction, both of the” 


one and the other. From the diffefence of their 
pofition,, their fource, and their opening ints the 
fea, jt is nat improbable that the caufe of fo re- 
markable a difference in the periods of their flux 
and reflux might be difcovered, All things are 
connected in this would by fyftem, The courfes 
of the rivers depend either on the diurnal, or 
aniguial, revolutions of the earth, Whenever en- 
lightened amen fall have vifited the banks of the 
Oroonoko, they will difcover, or at leaft they 
will attempt to difcover, the caufes of thefé phe- 
nomena: but their endeavours will be attended 
with difficulties. This river is not fo navigable 
as it might be prefumed from it’s niagniqude; 

Ga it’s 
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it’s bed is in many places filled up with rocks, 
which oblige the navigator, at times, to carry 
both his boats and the merchandize they are laden 
with. 

Berore the arrival of the Europeans, the peo~ 
ple who border on this river, but little diftant 
from the burning equator, knew fot the ufe of 
clothes, nor the reflraints of police; neither had 
they any form of government. Free under the 
yoke of poverty, they lived chiefly by hunting 
and fithing, and on wild fruits. Bur little of 


.their time or labour could be fpent on agricul. 


ture, where they had nothing but a ftick to 
plough with, and hatchets made of ftone to cut 
down trees; which, after being burned, or rotted, 
left the foil in a proper ftate for bearing. 

Tue women lived in a ftate of oppreffion on 
the Oroonoko, as they do in all barbarous re~ 
gions. The favage, whofe wants engage his 
whole attention, is employed only in providing 
for his -fafety and his fubfiftence. He hath no 
other allurement-to: partake of the pleafures of 
love, than that niere narural initjad’ - which, 
attends to the perpetuity -of the fpécidy.? The 
intercourfe between the two Jexes, which is ge~ 
nerally cafual, would fearce ‘ever be followed by 
any permanent confequences, if paternal and ma-~ 
ternal tendernefs did not attach the parents to 
their offspring, But before the fir child can 
ptovide for itfelf, others are born which call for 
the fame care, At length the inftant arrives, 
when this,focial reafon exifts no more: but then, 
the power of Jong habit, the comfort of feding 

ourlelves 
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ourfelves furrounded by a family more or lefs 200K 
numerous, the hopes of being affifted in our latter GHy-me 
years by our pofterity; all thefe circunflances 

expell the idea and the with of a feparation. The 

men are the perfons who reap the greateft advan- 

tages from this cohabitation, Among people 

who hold nothing in eftimation but flrength and 

courage, tyranny is always exercifed over weak~ 

nefs, in return for the protection that is afforded 

it, The women live in a ftate of difgrace. La- 

hours, confidered as the moft abject, are their 
portion, Men, whofe hands are accuftomed to 

the handling of arms, and to the management of 

the oar, would think themfelves degraded, if 

they employed them in fedentary occupations, or 

even ‘in the Jabours of agriculture. 

Among a people of fhepherds, who having a 
more certain exiftence, can beftow rather more 
attention upon making it agreeable, ‘the women 
are lefs wretched. In the eafe and leifure which 
they enjoy, thefe people can form to themfelves an 
idea of beauty, they canindulge their tafte in theob- 
ject of their affections; and, to the idea of natural 
pleafure, can add that of a more noble fenfation, 

Tue connections between the two fexes-are 
ftillfurther improved, as foon as the lands begin 
torbe-eultivated, Property, which had no exift. - 
encé‘amorigfavages, and was of litcle confequence 
among apeople of fhepherds, hegins to acquire a 
degree of importance among a people engaged in 
agriculture, The inequality which foon intro» 
duces itfelf among thé fortunes of men, mutt 
occafian fome in the confideration they hold, 

3. The 
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BOOK The ties of martiage are then no longer formed 

hemyaw) by chance; but according to conditions in life 
that are fuitable to each other. A man, in order 
to be accepted, muft make himfelf agreeable; 
and this neceffity brings on attentions to the wo-+ 
men, and gives them a degree of dignity. 

Tuay receive additional importance from the 
eftablifhment of the arts and of commerce. 
Bulinefs is then increafed, and connections are 
complicated. Men, who are often obliged, from 
more extenfive affairs, to quit their manufactures 
and their home, are under the neceffity of adding 
to their talents the vigilance of their wives. As 
the habit of gallantry, luxury, and difipation, 
hach not yet entirely difguited them of folitary or 
ferious occupations, they devote themfelves, with- 
out referve, and with fuccefs, to functions with 
which they think themfelves honoured. The 
retirement which this kind of life requires, ren- 
ders the practice of all the domeftic virtues dear 
and familiar to them. The influence? the re~ 
fpe&t, and the attachment of all thofe thae are 
about them,’ are the reward of a condu& {9 
eftimable, ‘ 

At length the time comes, when men grow 
difgufted of labour from the increafé of their 
fortunes. ‘Their principal care is to preyent time 
from hanging heavy on their hands, to multiply 
their amufements, and to extend their enjoy- 
ments, At this period the women are‘ eagerly 
fought after; both on account of the amiable qua- 
ities they hold from, nacure, and of thofe they hava 
Tegeived from education, Their cognections bes 

‘¢omng 
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come more extenfive, fo that they are no longer 4 9 9 


oe 
OK 


faited for a retired life, but required to fhine ina t-w— 


more brilliant fcene. When introduced upon 
the ftage of the world, they become the foul of 
every pleafure, and the primum mobile of the 
moft important affairs. Supreme happinefs con- 
fifts in making one’s felf agreeable to them, and 
itis the height of ambition to obtain fome diflinc~ 
tion from them. Then it is, that the freedom 
which exifts between the two fexes in a flate of 
nature is revived, with this remarkable differ 
ence, that in polifhed cities the hufhand is often 
lefs attached to his wife, and the wife to her 
hufband, than in the midit of the forefls; chat 
their offspring, trufted, at the infant of their 
pirth, to the hands of mercenaries, are no longer 4 
tie, and that infidelity, which would be attended 
with no fatal confequences among moft favage 
people, affects domettic tranquillity and happirief 
amongtt civilized nations; where it is one of the 
principal fymptoms of general corruption, and 
of the extinction of all decent affections. 

Tue tyranny exercifed againft the women upon 
the banks of the Oroonoko, ftill more than in the 
reft of the New World, muft be one of the prin- 
cipal caufes of the depopulation of thefe countries 
that are fo much favoured by nature, Mothers 
have contracted the cuftom of deftroying the 
daughters they bring forth, by cutting the uthbi- 
lical cord fo clofe ta the bady, that the children 
die of an hoemorrhage. Chriftianity itfelf hath not 
even been able ta put a ftop to this abominable 
practice, The fact is confirmed by the Jefuit 

* Gumilla ; 


’ 


92 


HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


BOO Gumillas who being informed that one of his 
Pe converts had been guilty of fuch a murder, went 


to her in order to reproach her of her crime in 
the ftrongeft rerms. The woman liftened to the 
emiffary without fhewing the leaft figns of emo~ 
tion, When he had finifhed his remonftrance, 
fhe defired leave to anfwer him, which fhe did in 
the following manner. 
+ € Wounp to God, O Father! Would to God, 
* that at the inftant‘of my birth, my mother had 
© fhewed love and ecompaffion enough for her 
child, to fpare me all the evils I have endured; 
and thofe I thall {till fuffer, to the ehd of my: 
« life! Had my mother deftroyed me at mysbirth,: 
* T'fhould have died, but I fhould not have beeh 
« fenfible of my death; and fhould have efcaped 
* the moft miferable of conditions. How much 
*¢ have I already fuffered, and who knows what 
** T have ftill to undergo! 

« Reprefent to thyfelf, O Father, the troubles 
*¢ that are referved for an Indian woman among 
« thefe Indians. They accompany us into the 
§¢ fields with their bow and arrows; while.'we 
*¢ go there, laden with an infant, whom we carry 
in a bafket, and another, who hangs at our 
*breaft, They go to kill birds, or to catch 
** fih; while we are employed in digging the 
s€ ground, and after having gone through all the 
* labours of the culture, are obliged alfo to bear 
* thofe of the harveit. They return in the even» 
*¢ ing without any burthen, and we bring them 
* roots for, their food, and maize for their drink, 
* As foon as they come besiii they go and 

66 amnfe 
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«camufe themfelves with their friends ; 
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© we are fetching wood and water to prepare Se ; 


«for their fupper. When they have eaten, 
* they fall afleep; and we pafs almoft the whole 
« night in grinding the maize, and in preparing 
« the chica for them. And what reward have we 
« for thefe labours? They drink; and when they 
*¢ are intoxicated, they drag us by the hair, and 
« trample us under foot. 

* © Father, would to God that my mother had 
fe deftroyed me at the inflant of my birth ! Thou 
* knowelt, thyfelf, that our complaints. are juft 5 
“ thou haft daily inftances before ‘thine eyes of 
“the truth of my affertions, But the greateft 
* misfortune we labour under, it is impoflible 
“thou fhouldeft know, It is a melancholy cir~ 
« cumftance for a poor Indian woman to ferve 
«her hufband as a flave in the fields, oppreffed. 
“with fatigue, and, at home deprived of  tran~ 
“ quillity: but it is a dreadful thing; when 
< twenty years are elapfed, to fee him take ano- 
«ther woman, whofe judgment is not formed. 
“ He attaches himfelf to her. She beats our 
« children; fhe commands ws, and treats us ag 
«her fervants; and if the leaft murmur efvape 
“us, a fick raifed .......... Oh! Father, 
¢ how is it poffible that we fhould bear this con- 

» © dition? What can an Indian woman do better, 
& than to prevent her child from living in a ftate 
* of flavery infinitely worfe than death? Would 
‘€ ¢9 God, O Father | I repeat it, that my mo- 
* ther had conceived affection enough for me to 
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ROOK ¢ bury me when I was boral My heart would 
—! “not have been thus affliéted; nor would mine 
. «© eyes have been accuftomed to tears,” 
Sate of the THe Spaniards, who could not pay attention 
{any formed to all the regions they difcovered, loft fight of the 
Senivette Qroonoke. They did not attempt to fail up this 
Orconoko, siyver again ‘till the year 1535, when, not having 
found there the mines they were in fearch of, they 
neglected it. Neverthelefs, the few who had 
been throw’n upon this fpot, devoted themfelves 
with fo much affiduity to the culture of tobacco, 
that they delivered a few cargoes of it every year 
to the foreign veffels which came to purchafe it. 
This contraband trade was prohibited by the 
mother-country, and this weak fettlement was 
twice plundered by enterprizing pirates, Thefe - 
difafters occafioned it to be forgotten. It was 
recalled to mind again in 1753. The commo- 
dore Nicholas de Yturiaga was fent there, This 
prudent man eftablifhed a regular fyttem of 
government in the colony, that had formed itfelf 
infenfibly in this part of the New World. 

Iw 1771, thirteen villages were feen upon the 
banks of the Oroonoko, which contained four 
thoufand two hundred and nineteen Spaniards, 
Meftees, Mulattoes, or Negroes; four hundred 
and thirty-one plantations ; and twelve thoufand 
eight hundred and fifty-four oxen, mules or 
horfes. 

‘Ay the fame period, the Indians, who had been ! 
prevailed upon to quit their favage life, were dif. 
tributed in forty-nine hamlets, 


THe 
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Tun five of thefe which had been under the * Qo% 
direétion of the Jefuits, computed fourteen hun- wy—t 


dred and twenty-fix inhabitants, three hundied 
and forty-four plantations, ahd nine huydred and 
fifty heads of cattle. 

Exeven of them, which ate under the direction 
of the Francifcan friars, reckoned nineteen hun« 
dred and thirty-four inhabitants, three hundred 
and five plantations, and nine hundred and fifty 
heads of cattle. 


Eteven others, which are under the diredion, , 


of the Capucins of Aragon, computed two thoue 
fand two hundred and eleven inhabitants, four 
hundred and feventy plantations, and five hun 
dred and feven heads of cattle, 

‘Luz two and twenty which are under the di« 
teCtion of the Capucins of Catalonia, reckoned 
fix thoufand eight hundred and thirty inhabite 
ants, ‘fifteen hundred and ninety-two plantations, 
and. forry-fix.thoufand heads of cattle, 

Tuts amounted in the whole to fixty-two cola« 
nies, fixteen thoufand fix hundred and twenty 
inhabitants, three thoufand one hundred and forty+ 
two plantations, and feventy-two thoufand three 
hundred and forty-one heads of cattle, 

*Tiun thefe laft mentioned times, the Dutch 
of Curagao were the only perfons who traded 
with this fettlement. They fupplied ir’s wants, 
and were paid with tobacco, hides, and cattle. 
The bargains were all concluded at St. Thomas, 
the capital of the colony. The Negroes and the 
Europeans managed their own affairs 5 but they 

were 
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were the miffionaties alone who treated for their 
converts. The fame arrangement of things ftill 
fubfits, although for fome years paft the compe« 
tition of the Spanifh fhips, hath begun to keep 
away the fmuggling veflels, - 

Ir is pleafing to entertain a hope, that thefe 
vaft and fertile regions will at length emerge from 
the ftate of obfcurity into which they are plunged, 
and that the feeds which have been fow’n there 
will produce, fooner or later, abundant fruits. Be~ 
tween a favage life and a ftate of fociety, there is 
an immenfe defert to pafs: but ftom the infancy 
of civilization, to the full vigour of trade, there 
are but a few fteps to take. Time, ag it ine 
creafes ftrength, fhortens diftances, The advan- 
tage that might be obtained from the labour of 
thefe new colonies, by procuring them conve- 
niences, would bring riches to Spain. 

Brninp thefe very extenfive coats of which 
we have been fpeaking, and in the inland part of 
the country, is found what the Spaniards call the 
New kingdom of Grenada, It’s extent is pra- 
digious. It’s climate is more or lefs damp, more 
or lefs cold, more or lefs hat, and more or lefa 
temperate, according to the direétion of the 
branches of the Cordeleirias mountains which in- 
terfect the different parts of it. Few of thefe 
mountains are fucceptible of cultivation: but 


. molt of the plains and valleys that feparate them, 


exhibit a fertile foil, 
' Evin before the conqueft, the country was 


very little inhabited. In the midft of the favages 
that 
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that ,wandered over it, a nation had however 3 vie K 
been formed which had a religion, a form of V-p—w 


government, and which practifed cultivation, 
This pation, though inferior to the Mexicans 
and Peruvians, had raifed itfelf much above the 
other people of America, Neither hiftory nor 
tradition inform us in what manner this ftate had 
been created; but we mult fuppofe that it hath 
exifted, although there be no traces remaining of 
it’s civilization, 

Tus kingdom, if we may be allowed to 
call it fo, was called Bogota, Benalcazar, 
who commanded at Quito, attacked it in'1526, 
an the fouth fide; and Quefada, who had landed 
at Saint Martha, attacked it on the north. It 
was to be fuppofed, that men united among 
themfelves, accuftomed to fight together, and led 
on by an abfalute chief, would male fome re« 
fiftance. ‘Fhis they accordingly did; but were 
at length blige” to yield to the valour, the arms, 
and the difcipline of the Europeans. The two 
Spanifh captains had the glory, fince it is one, 
of adding one large poffeflion to thofe with 
which their fovgereigns had fuffered themfelves ta 
be overloaded in this New Hemifphere. In pro- 
cefs of time, the provinces more or lefg diftant 
from this central point, were partly fubjected, 
We fay partly, becaufe fuch is the natural difpe- 
fition of the country, that it was never poffible to 
fubdue all it’s inhabitants ; and that thofe among 
them wha had fubmitted to the yoke, broke it as 
foon as they had the courage to determine refo- 
lutely about it, It is not even improbable, that 

Vou. IV, i * — moft 
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BOOK moft of them would have taken this refolution, 
ty had they been employed in thofe deftruétive la- 


‘What the 
New king. 


dom of Gre- 


hada bath 
been, what 
it 16, and 


whatit may 


becume, 
\ 


bours which have caufed fuch ravages in the 
other paits of the New World, 

Some writers have fpoken with almoft unex 
ampled enthufiafm, of the riches which were at 
firft derived from this new kingdom. They make 
them amount to a fum capable of aftonithing the 
minds of thofe who are moft eager of the mar- 
vellous. Never, perhaps, was exaggeration 


ever carried fo far. If the reality had only ap- 


proached near to the fabulous accounts, this 
rematkable profperity would have been recorded. 
in the public regifters, as well as the ftate of all 
the colonies that are really important. Other 
monuments could have perpetuated the renem- 
brance of it. Thefe treafures have never there- 
fore exifted at any time, except under the pen of 
a few writers, naturally credulous, or who fuf- 
fered themfelves to be feduced by the hope of 
adding to the fplendour with which their country 
already shone. 

Tur New kingdom furnifhes at prefent the 
emerald, a precious ftone, which is tranfparent, 
and of a green colour, and which hath no greater 
degree of hardnefs than the rock cryftal. 

Some countries of Europe furnith emeralds; but 
they aie of a very imperfect kind, and in little 
eftimation. 

Ir was for a long time believed, that emeralds 
of a bright green came fiom the Eaft Indies, and 
it is on this account that they have been called 
oriental, This opinion hath been rejected, fince 

4 thofe 
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name the places where they were found. Tt 19 tenyemnd 


now certain that Afia hath never fold us any of 
thefe jewels, except what fhe herfelf had received 
from the New Hemifphere. ' 

Tuese beautiful emeralds, therefore, belong cer+ 
tainly to America alone, ‘The firft conquerors of 
Peru found a gréat quantity of them, which they 
broke on anvils, from an opinion which thefe ad 
venturers entertained, that they would not breals 
if they were fine. This lofs became the more fens 
fibly felt through the impoffibility of difcovering 
the mine from whence the Incas had draw’n them, 
The kingdom of New Grenada foon fupplied this 
deficiency. This diftri& fends at prefent a lefs 
quantity of thefe jewels, whether it be that they 
are become more fearce, or that they are lefs in 
fafhion in our climate than they were. But gold 
comes from thence in greater plenty, and it is fup~ 
plied by the provinces of Popayan and Chaco, 
It is obtained without mych ri{ques and at no 
confiderable expence, 

Tus precious metal, which in dther parts 
muft be digged out of the entrails of rocks, 
mountains and precipices, is here found almoft 
at the furface of the earths It is mixed with it, 
but eafily feparated by wafhings, more or lefs 
frequently repeated. The negroes; who are 
never employed in mines of any depth, becaufe 
experience hath fhew’n, that the cold in thefe 
mines deftroyed them very falt, are the only per- 
fons burthened with thefe troublefome labours, 
The cuftom is, that the flaves fhould bring to 

Ha their 
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B Sip ® their matters acertain quantity of gold. All they 

Lenya can collect above this quantity belongs to them- 

felves, as alfo what they find upon the days 

confecrated to reft by religion; but under the 

exprefs condition, that they fhall pyovide for 

their fubfiftence during thefe holy-days. By 

thefe arrangements, the moft laborious, the moft 

frugal, and the moft fortunate among them, are 

able, faoner or later, to purchafe their liberty, 

Then they raife their eyes towards the Spaniards : 

, then they mix their blogd with that of thefe proud 
conquerors. 

Txz Court of Madrid was diffatisfied that a 
segion, the natural advantages of which were 
continually extolled, fhould furnith fo few ar- 
ticles, and fo little of each, The diflance of this 
immenfe country from the center of authority, 
eftablifhed at Lima for the government of all 
South America, muft have been one of the prin- 
cipal caufes of this inactivity. A more imme- 
diate fuperintendence was accordingly given to it, 
in order to communicate more motion to it, and 
to make that motion more regular. The vice~ 
royalty of Peru was divided into two parts, That 
which was eftablifhed in 1718, in the New king~ 
dom of Grenada, was formed upon the North 
Sea, of all that fpace that extends from the fron= 
tiers of Mexico to the Oroonoko; and upan the 
South Sea of that fpace which begins at Veragua 
and ends at Tumbez. In the inland parts of the 
country Quito was alfo incorporated in it, 

THis new arrangement, though prudent and! 
neceffany, did not at firft produce the great ad~ 
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ftill, perhaps, to eftablith order, and to reftore 
to labour whole genetations, enervated by con- 
tinuing for two centuries in a ftate of idlenefs 
and libertinifm, The revolution hath however 
begun to take place; and Spain already rectives 
fome beriefit from it. 

Harr of the gold collected in the colony was 
frtuggled to foreigners; and it was chiefly by 
the rivers Atrato and de la Hache, that this clan~ 
deftine trade was catried on, The government 
have made themfelves mafters of the courfe of thefe 
rivers, by forts properly fituated. Notwithftand~ 
ing thefe precautions, the {riuggling will {till con~ 
tinue, as long as the Spaniards and their neigh~ 
bours fhall find their intereft in it; but it wilk 
diminith, The harbours of the mother-country 
will fend a greater quantity of merchandizé, and. 
will receive more metals. ; 

Tux communication between one province, 
one city, and even one village and another, was 
difficult or impraéticable. Every traveller was 
more or lefs expofed to be plundered, or maf 
facred by the independent Indians, Thefe’ ene- 
mies, who were formerly implacable,” yield, by 
degtees, to the invitations of the miffionaties 
who have the courage to go in fearch of them, 
and to the marks of benevolence which have at 
length fucceeded to the cruelties fo generally 
practifed in the New Wofld, If this mild fpirit 
fhould be continued, the favages of this région 
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Gap * may one day become all civilized, and have a fixed 
heey! refidence. 

Norwitusranpine the know'n goodnefs of 
great part of the tertitory, feveral of the provinces 
forming the New kingdom, ufed to draw their 
fubfillence from Europe or from North America, 
At length the government have been able ta 
prohibit the importation of foreign flour through 
out the extent of the vice-royalty, and even to 
furnith Cuba with fome. When the means hall 
no longer be wanting, private plantations wil] be 
eftablifhed in the New World along the coaftss 
but the difficulty and the dearnefs of tranfport,. 
ywill never allow the inland parts of their country 
to extend their harvefts beyond what is required 
for local confumption. The chief with of the 
people who inhabit thefe parts, is generally con~ 
fined to the extenfion of the mines. 

Evrry thing announces that thefe mines are, 
im a manner, innumerable in the New kingdom, 
The quality of the foil points them out. The 
almoft daily earthquakes that happen there are 
.owen to them, It is from them that the gold 
mutt flow, which the rivers habitually carry along 
with then); and it is from them that the gold 
came, which the Spaniards, at their firft arrival 
jn the New World, took from the favages on the 
the coafls in fuch great quantities, Thefe are 
not mere conjectures ac Marqquita, at Mufo, ac 
Pampeluna, at Tacayma, and at Canaverales. 
‘The great mines that are found there are going 
to be opened; and it is hoped they will not be 
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Jefs abundant than thofe of the valley of Neyva, 
which for fome time patt have been worked with 
fo much fuccefs. Thefe_new treafures will all 
unite themfelves to thofe of Chaco and Popayan 
in Santa F2 de Bogata, the capital of the vice~ 
royalty. 

Tue city is fituated at the foot of a fteep and 
cold mountain, at the entrance of a vafl and 
fuperb plain. In 1774, it contained feventeen 
hundred and feventy houfes, three thoufand twa 
hundred and forty-fix families, and fixteen thou- 
fand two hundred and thirty-three inhabitants, 
Population mutt neceffarily increafe there, fince 
itis the feat of government, the place where the 
coin is ftricken, the flaple of trades and laftly, 
fince it is the refidence of an archbifhop, whofe 
immediate jurifdi€tion extends over thirty-one 
Spanifh villages, which are called towns; aver 
one hundred and ninety-five Indian colonies, ann 
dently fubdued ;, and over eight and twenty mif~ 
jons, eftablifhed in modern times. This arch- 
difhop hath lkewife, as metropolitan, a fort of 
infpedion ayer the diacefes of Quito, of Panama, 
of Caraccas, of Saint Martha, and of Carthagena, 
It is by this lat place, though at the diftance of 
one hundred leagues, and by the river Magda+ 
lena, that Santa Fé keeps up it’s communica~ 
tion with Europe, Fhe fame route ferves for 
Quito, 

Tuis province is of immenfe extent; but the 
greateft part of this vaft {pace is full of forefts, 
moraffes, and deferts, in which we meet with 
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nothing but a few wandering favages, at great 
intervals of diftance, The ante part that can 
properly be faid to be océupied, and governed 
by the Spaniards, isa valley of fourfcore leagues 
in length, and fifteen in breadth, formed by two 
branches of the Cordeleras, 

Tuts is one of the fineft countries in the world, 
Even in the center of the torrid zone, fpring here 
is perperual, Nature hath combined, under the 
line that covers fo many feas and fo little land, 
every circumflance that could moderate the ar- 
dent heat of that beneficent conftellation, which 
is the caufe of wniverfal fertility: thefe are, the 
elevation of the globe in this fummit of it's 
Sphere; the vicinity of mountains of immenfe 
height and extent, and always covered with 
fnows; and continual winds which refreth the 
country the whole year, by interrupting the farce 
of the perpendicular rays of heat. Neverthelefs, 
after a morning which is ufually delightful, va- 
pours begin to arife about one or two o'clock in 
the forenoon. The fy is covered with gloomy 
clouds, which are changed into ftorms. Then 
the whole atmofphere is illuminated, and appears 
to be fet on fire by lightning; and the thunder 
makes the mountains refound with a terrible 
noife, To thefe, dreadful earthquakes are fome~ 
times added: at other times rain or funfhine 
prevails without intermiflion for fifteen days to- 
gether 5 and then there is an univerfal confter- 
nations The excefs of moifture fpoils what is 
fow’n, and drought produccg dangerous dif 
eafes. 
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Bur, if we except thefe unhappy accidents, 
which are extremely rare, the climate is one of 
the mot wholefome. The air is fo pure, that 
thofe naufeous infects are there unknow’n which 
infeft almoft the whole of America, Though 
licentioufnefs and negleét render venereal com~ 
plaints here almoft general, the people fuffer 
very little from them, Thofe who have inherited 
this contagious diftemper, or who have acquired 
ity grow old equally without danger and without 
inconvenience. 

Tue moifture and the action of the fun being 
continual, and always fufficient to unfold and 
ftrengthen the fhoots, the agreeable piéture of 
the three moft beautiful feafons of the year is 
continually prefented to the eye of the inhabit- 
ants. In proportion as the grafs withers, frefh 
grafs fprings up; and the enamel of the meattows 
is hardly paft, but it‘ appents’ afreth, ;- Fite’ trees 
are inceffantly covered with green leaves; adorned 
with odoriferous flowers, and always laden with 
fruit; the colour, form, and beauty of which are 
continually varying in all their feveral progreffive 
frates, from their firft appearance to thei matu- 
rity. The corn advances in the fame progreftion 
of fertility that is always renewing. At one view 
one may behold the new-fow'n feed fpringing up, 
fome that is grow’n larger and {piked wich ears, 
fome turning yellow, and fome under the reaper’s 
fcythe. The whole year is paffed in fowing and 
reaping, within the compafs of the fame horizon. 
This conftant variety depends on the diverfity of 
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Accorpinety, this is the moft populous part. 
of the continent of America. There are ren or 
twelve thoufand inhabitants at St. Michael d’Ibar- 
ra, Eighteen or twenty thoufand at Otabalo. Ten 
or twelve thoufand at Latacunga. Eighteen or 
twenty thoufand at Riobamba. Hight or ten 
thoufand ar Hambato. From five and twenty to 
thirty thoufand at Cuenga. Ten thoufand at 
Loxa, and fix thoufand at Zaruma. The coun 
try places donot afford a lefg number of men than 
the towns, 

Popu.arron would certainly be lefs confider- 
able, if, as in many other places, the people 
had been buried in the mines. Numbeslefs 
writers have blamed the inhabitants of this diftrict 
for not having continued to work the mines that 
were opened at the time of the conqueft, and for 
having neglected thofe that have been fucceffively 
difcovered. This reproach appears to be ill- 
founded to enlightened perfons, who have an 
oppoicunity of examining nearly into thefe mat« 
ters, Their opinion in general is, chat the mines 
of this diflrict are not fufficiently plentiful to de~ 
fray the neceffary expences of working them. 
‘We thall not pretend to decide upon this difpute. 
Neverthelefs, if we do but juft confider the paffion 
which the Spaniards have always fhew’n for tha 
kind of wealth, which, without any labour on their 
parts, coft nothing more than the blood of their 
flaves, we fhall be induced to think, that nothing 
but a total impoffibility, evinced by repeated ex- 
petience, can have determined them to refift their 

natural 
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natural propenfity, and the urgent folicitations of ® 9,0 * 


the mother-country, 

In the country of Quito, the manufa@tures 
keep thofe perfons employed, who in other parts 
are enervated by the mines. Many hats, cottons, 
and coarfe woollen cloths are fabricated there, , 
With the produce of the quantity of thefe articles, 
confumed in the different countries of South 
America, Quito paid for the wines, brandy, and 
oils, which it was not allowed to procure from it’s 
only foil; for the dried and falt fifth that came 
from the coafts; for the foap, made of poat’s 
greafe, that was fupplied by Prura and Trufcillo; 
for the ciude or wrought iron that was wanted for 
jt’s mannfactures ; and for the {mall quantity that 
it was poffible it fhould confume of the merchan- 
dize of our hemifphere. Thefe refources have 
been confiderably leffcned, fince manufactures of 
the fame kind have been eftablifhed in the neigh- 
bouring provinces; and efpecially fince the fupe- 
rior cheapnefs of the European cottons and linens 
hath extended the ufe of them in a fingular man« 
ner, Accordingly, the country is fallen into the 
mofl extreme ftate of mifery. 

Ir will never emerge from this fituation by it’s 
provifions, Not bur that it’s fields are in general 
covered with fugar canes, with all forts of corn, 
with delicious fruits, and with numerous flocks, 
It would he difficult tq find a foil fo fertile, and 
cultivated with fo little expence; but nothing 
that it furnifhes can fupply foreign markets, 
It’s natural riches muft be confumed upon the 
fume terntory that hath produced them. The 
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BO. ® bark is it’s only production which it has hitherto 


“—y-—_ been poffible to export. 
Bis bark Tau tree which yields this precious remedy 


theprownce hath a ftreight ftem, and rifes to a confiderable 


F 's » . + 
Refer height when left to itfelf. fe’-tunk and it’s 


rene branches are proportioned to it’s haght. The 
leaves, which are oppofite, and connegted at their 
bafe by an intermediary membrane or Mipulas 
are of an oval figure; {fread out at the lower 
part, and acute at their apex; they are very 
fmvooth and of a beautiful green. From the 
axille of the upper leaves, which are finaller, 
arife clulters of fowers, refembling, at firft Aight, 
thofe of the lavender. Their calix, which is 
fhort, hath five divifions. The corolla farms an 
elongated tube, blueifh on the outfide, and red 
within; it is Alled with five ftamina, fpread out 
at the upper part, and divided into five lobes 
finely dentated, It bears upon a piftil, whiclt 
being furmounted with a fingle ftyle, occupies 
the fundus of the calix, and becomes with it a 
dry fruit, truncated at the upper extremity, and 
divided longitudinally into two balf-pods full of 
feeds, and lined with a membranous expany 
fion. 

Tuts tree grows upon thé flope of mountains. 
The only precious part of ir is the bark, know’n 
by it’s febrifuge qualities, and which requires no 
other prepatation than that of dtying. The 
thickeft was preferred, till repeated analyfes and 
experiments had fhew’n, that the thinneft poffeffed 
roft virtue, 


Tre 


IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 


109 


Tus inhabitants diftinguith three fpecies, or 3 90 
rather three varieties of bark. The yellow and  eenemd 


the red, which aie in equal eftimation, and differ 
anly in the depth of their colour; and the white, 
which being of a much inferior quality, is not in 
gieat requeft. It is diflinguithed by it’s leaf 
being lefs fmooth and rounder, it’s ower whiter, 
it’s feed larger, and it’s bark white on the out- 
fide, The bark of the good fpecies is generally 
brown, brittle, and rough on it’s furface, with 
cracks upon it. 

Upon the borders of the river Maragnon, the 
country of Jaén furnifhes a great deal of white 
bark : but it was imagined, for a long time, that 
the yellow and the red were found no where but 
upon the territory of Loxa, a town, founded in 
1546, by Captain Alonzo de Mercadillo. The 
moft efteemed was that which grew at the dit 
tance of two leagues from this-place, upon the 
mountain of Cajanuma; and no longer than fifty 
years ago, the merchants ufed to endeavour to 
piave by certificates, that the bark which they 
{ald came fiom that celebrated fpor. In endeay 
youring to increafe the quantity, collected, the 
old trees were deftroyed, and the new ones were 
not fuffered to came to their complete growth; 
fo that the talleft of them are at prefent fearce 
three toifes high, This {carcity occafioned the 
tiees to be fearched for in other places. At 
length the fame tree was difcovered at Riobamba, 
at Cuencg, in the neighbourhood of Loxa; and 
ftill more recently at Bogora in the New King- 
dom, 
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Tue bark was know’n at Rome in 1639, The 
Jefuits, who had brought ic there, diftributed it 
pratis to the poor, and fold it at an exorbitant 
price to the rich, The year following, John de 
Vega, phyfician to a vice-queen of Peru, who 
had experienced the falutary effects of it, efta- 
blifhed it in Spain at a hundred crowns a pound *, 
This remedy foon acquired great reputation, 
which it maintained till the inhabitants of Loxa, 
not being able to fupply the demands that were 
made on them, thought of mixing other barks 
with that for which there was fo much demand, 
This fraud diminifhed the confidence that had 
been placed in the bark. The meafures taker 
by the court of Madrid to remedy fo dangerous 
an impofition, were not entirely fuccefsful. The 
late difcoveries have been more effeClual than 
authority, in putting a ftop to this adulteration, 
Accordingly, the ufe of the remedy hath become 
more general, efpecially in England. 

Ir is a generally received opinion, that the na- 
tives of the country were very antiently acquaint+ 
ed with the bark, and that they had recouife to 
it’s virtues in intermittent fevers, It was fimply 
infufed in water, and the-liquor given to the 
patient to drink, free of the refiduum: My, 
Jofeph de Juffieu taught them to make the ex. 
tract from it, the ufe of which is much preferable 
to that of the batik in kind. 

Tus Botanift, the moft intelligent of thofe, 
whom their zeal for the improvement of natural 
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in the New World, had formed a much more cus 


extenfive plan, He went over molt of the moun- 
tains of South America with incredible fatigues, 
and was juft going to enrich Europe with the 
valuable difcoveries he had made, when his pa« 
pers were ftolen from him. An excellent me- 
mory might partly have repaired this misfortunes 
but he was alfo deprived of this refource. There 
was great want of a phyfician and an engineer in 
Peru. M, de Jufieu poffeffed all the knowlege 
which thefe two profeffions required, and the 
government of the country called upon him to 
employ his talents in this double capacity. Thefe 
new employments were accompanied with fo 
many contradictions, fo much difguft and in- 
gratitude, that this excellent man could not bear 
up again them, His mind was totally deranged, 
when, in 1771, he was embarked, withaue for- 
tung,, for a country, which he had quitced fix and 
thirty years, -Neicher the government which had 
fent him to the other hemifphere, nor that which 
had detained him there, condefcended to take 
any care of his future deftiny; which would in+ 
deed have been deplorable, had it not been for 
the tendernefs of a brother, as refpectable for his 
virtues as celebrared for his knowlege. The 
worthy nephews of M, Bernard de Juffieu have 
inherited their uncle’s attention to this unfortu- 
nate traveller, who died in 17479, May this 
condué of a family, whofe name is illuftrious in 
the fciences, ferye as a model to all thofe, 
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BOOK who, cither for their happinels or their misfor+ 
eno tune, apply themfelves to the cultivation of lite- 
rature | 
'M, Joszpx pz Jussizu, who found that the 
people had received with docility the inftiudtions 
he had given them refpeéting the bark, endea+ 
voured alfo to perfuade them to improve by con- 
fant and regular attention, the wild cochineal 
which the country itfelf fupplied their manufac- 
tures with, and the coarfe cinnamon which they 
drew from Quixos and Macas: but his advice 
hath hitherto had no effeét, whether ic be that 
thefe produétions have not been found fufceptible 
of any improvement, or whether ng pains have 
been taken to bring it about, 

Tus laft conjecture will appear the moft pro- 
bable to thofe who have a proper idea of che 
matters of the country. Still more generally than 
the other Spanith Americans, they live in 4 ftate 
of idlenefs from which nothing can 1oufe them, 
and in debaucheries which no motive gan inter~ 
tupt. Thefe manners are more particularly 
the manners of the perfons, whofe refidence, 
from birth, employments, or fortune, js fixed 
in the city of Quito, the capital af the pravince, 
and very agreeably built upon the declivity.of the 
celebrated mountain of Pitchincha. Fifty thou~ 
fand Meftees, Indians, or Negroes, allured by 
thefe feducing examples, alfo infett this {pot 
with their vices, and in particular carry their 
pafflan for :um, and for gaming, to an excels 
that is unknow’n in the other great cities of the 
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Burr, in order to relieve our imagination from 
fuch a number of diftreffing piétures, which, 
perhaps, have too much “engaged our attention, 
let us for a moment quit thefe bloody feénes, 
and let us enter into Peru, fixing our contem- 
plation upon thofe frightful mountains, where 
learned and bold aftronomers went to meafure the 
figure of the earth, Let us indulge ourfelves in 
thofe, fenfations which they tndoubtedly expe- 
rienced, and which every traveller, learned or 
ignorant, muft experience, wherever nature pre- 
fents him with fuch a fcene. Let us even be 
allowed to throw out fome general conjectures 
re{pecting the formation of mountains, 

Ar the fight of thofe enormous maffes, which 
rife to fuch prodigious heights above the humble 
furface of the earth, where almoft all mankind 
have fixt their refidence; of thofe maffes, which, 
on one fpot are crowned with impenetrable and 
antient forefts, that have never refounded with 
the ftroké of the hatchet, and which prefent, on 


another, nothing more than a barren and dreary 


furface; which in one country reign in fedate 
and filent majefty, chat ftops the cloud in it’s 
courfe, and breaks the impetuofity of the winds 
while in another, they keep the traveller ata 
diftance from their, fummits by ramparts of ice 
‘that furround them, from the center of which 
volleys of flame iffue forth ; or frighten him who 
atternpts to afcend them, with horrid and con« 
cealed caverns digged on each fide: mafies, 
feveral of which give vent to impetuous torrents 
defcending with dreadful noife from their open 
Vou. LY. I fides, 
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fides, or to rivers, ftreams, fountains, and boil- 
ing {prings; all of them fpreading their refrething 
fhade over the plains that furround them, and 
affoiding them a fucceffive fhelter againft the 
heat of the fun, from the moment that luminary 
gilds their tops at the time of it’s rifing, ’till 
that of it’s fetting: at this afpeét, I fay, every 
man is fixt with aftonifhment, and the inquirer 
into nature is led into refleCions, 

He afks himfelf, who itis that hath given birth 
here to Vefavius, to Etna, to the Appenines, 
and here to the Cordeleias? ‘Thefe mountains, 
are they as old as the world, have they been 
produced in an inflant, or is the ftony particle 
that is detached from them more antient than 
they are? Can they be the bones of a fkeleton, 
of which the other terreftial fubftances are the 
flefh? Are they diftin maffes, or da they hold 
together by one great common trunk of which 
they are fo many branches, and which ferves as a 
foundation to themfelves, and as a bafis for every 
thing thar covers them? 

ly we agree with one philofopher: « The 
center of the earth being occupied by an im- 
* menfe refervoir of waters, the fubftance that 
« contained them fuddenly burft. The cataracts 
* of the flky were immediately opened, and 
*« the whole globe was confounded and funk 
*s under water, The fabulous account of chaos 
“s.was renewed, and the earth did not begin to 
© extricate itfelf from this ftate, ’till the time 
*. when the different materials precipitated, ac- 
Se cording to.the laws of gravity, by mee they 

were 
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tt were fucceflively impelled; the layers of thefe 
 feveral heteregeneous {ubftances were heaped 
*€ one upon another, and raifed their fummits 
« above the furface of the waters, which went to 
“ dig a bed for themfelves in the plains.” 

Anorner philofopher obferves: “ ‘That thefe 
* caufes are infufficient to explain this pheno- 
« menon, without the intervention and approach 
«of a comets which he calls forth from the vaft 
«© regions of {pace where thefc bodies lofe them- 
« felves, The column of waters, he fays, which 
« this comet drew along with it, was joined 
© by thofe which sofe from the fubterranean 
«© abyfs, and thofe which defcended from the 
© atmofphere. The action of the comet made 
« them rife above the higheft mountains, which 
« were already exifting ; ahd from the fediment 
« of this deluge they were reproduced,” 

A vuirp writer treats all thefe opinions as 
idle dreams,y.and fays: ** Let us caft our eyes 
** around us, and we fhall fee the mountains 
“ rifing fron the very element that deftroys 
* them, Itus fire which hardens the foft layers 
“of the earth; it is that, which, affifted in ic’s 
us expanfion by air and by water; throws them 
« ‘ip}'and drives their fummits into the clouds 5 
«it is that which burfts them and farms their 
“ irnmiehfe caldrons. Every mountain is a 
* voleano, which is either preparing, or hath 
© ceafed,” 

Turse opinions are again contradiéted by a 
moft eloquent modern writer, the chatms of 


whofe language, while T'liften to it, fcarce leave’ 


Te me 


VIL. 


een ried 


1116 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


BO me at liberty to judge of his opinion, He fays: 
wey— In the beginning there were no mountains: 
“ The furface of the globe was uniformly co- 
«¢ yered with waters, which were not, however, 
“ ina ftate of reft. The action of the fatellite 
«¢ that accompanies the earth agitated them, eyen 
“ to their greateft depth, with the motion of 
ebb and flow which we now fee impreffed 
upon them, At each ofcillatory motion, thefe 
“* waters dragged along with them a portion of 
fediment, which they depofited upon a pre~ 
“ceding portion. Ir is from thefe depofits, 
€ continued through a long feries of ages, that 
«© the layers of the earth have been formed; and 
« the enormous maffes, that aftonifh us, are thefe 
* layers accumulated. Time is nothing to na- 
ture; and the flighteft caufe, ading un- 
interruptedly, is capable of producing the 
greateft effects, The imperceptible and 
continued aétion of the waters hath there. 
fore formed the mountains; and it is the {till 
mote imperceptible, and not lefs continued, 
action of a vapour that foftens them, and of a 
wind that dries them up, which lowets them 
“ from day to day, and will at length reduce 
« them to a level with the plains. Then the, 
waters will again be fpread uniformly over the 
equal furface of the earth, Then the firft 
*¢ phanomenon will be renewed; and who 
* knows how often the mountains have heen des 
“ froyed and reproduced ?” 
Ar thefé words the Obferyer Lehmann fmiles, 
and, prefenting to mie the book of the Jewith 
Legiflator, 
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Legiflator, together with his own, fays tome: 
© Refpect this book, and condelcend to cafl 
‘© thine eyes upon mine.” Lehmann hath ex- 
plained, in his third volume of his Art of Mines, 
his ideas upon the formation of the layers of the 
earth, and upon the produétions of mountains, 
Fis fyftem is founded on conftant and repeated 
obfervations made by himfelf, with a very un- 
common degtee of fagacity, and with 2 labour, 
the affiduity of which we can fcarce conceive, 
They comprehend the fpace from the frontiers 
of Poland to the borders of the Rhine: The 
analogy which renders them applicable to feveral 
other regions, recommends the knowlege of 
them to men who ave ftudiops of natural biftory ; 
and although he atuibutes the formation of the 
layers of the earth to a deluge, the facts with 
which he fupports his arguments are not the lef 

certain, nor his difcoveries the lefs iftevetting, 
Hx diflingvifhes threé kinds of mountains, 
The antidituvian,’ ot primitive; the poft-dilu 
vian, and the modern, The fil, which are 
of different elevation, are the higheft, They 
ary feldom found difting, but are ufually formed 
into chains. The declivity of them is fteep, 
Phey .aré furrounded on all fides by the poft- 
diluviun mountains, or fuch as are compofed ‘of 
layers. The fubftance of them is more homoge- 
neouss tlie portions of them lefs different, their 
beds are always perpendicular, and thicker, 
Their roots defcend to a depth which is fil) un~ 
know’n. The ores they contain, run in the 
Jongitudinal direétion of the mountain, Thofe 
13 in 
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BOOX in the poftdiluvian mountains are difpofed in 
teaypow layers: which are formed of different fubftances, 


The laft of ghefe, or that which is at the bafis, is 
always of coal. The firl, or that which is 
neareft the furnmit, always furnithes falt fprings. 
The mountains never fail to terminate in the for- 
mer. They fupply copper, lead, quigkfilver, 
iron, and even filver, but in leaves, and capil- 
laceous, But they would deceive our avidity 
if we expected to find gold in them. The moun+ 
tains which produce this metal are the work of 4 
delyge, ; ‘ 

Tue modern mountains produced by, fire, 
by water, and by an infinite number, of va~ 
tious and recent accidents, exhibic in their in- 
ternal parts, nothing bot broken layers, a con- 
fufed mjxture of all kinds of fubftances, and al} 
the marks of fubverfion and diforder, 

Tr is in yain that nature had concealed the 
precious metals in the midft of thefe hard 
and moft compact maffes; our cupidity hath 
broken them. This ‘circumftance, however, 
would not call, for our cenfure, if we could fay 
ef the men employed in thefe dreadful labours, 
what we read ofsthem in Caffiodorus: * They 
§* go down poor into the mings, and come out 
€ of them wealthy, They enjoy a kind of riches 
€ which no man dareg ta take away fiom them, 
© They are the only perfons whole fortune ig 
fe neither fullied by raping or meannefs,"” 

Eurgpeans, reflec upon what thig judicious 
writer addg: “ To acquire gold by facrifjcing 
© mep, is a crime, To go in feaych, of ir acrofg 

« the 


IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIRS. 


t the perils of the fea, isa folly. To amafs it 
‘© by corruption and vices, is bafe. The only 
«© profits that ate juft and honefly are thof that 
“are acquired without injuty to any petfon; 
© and we never can poffefs,, without remorfe, 
«¢ what we have obtained at the expeice of other 
«¢ men’s happinefs.” 
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Anp you, in order to have gold, you have 


gone acrofs the feas. In oider to have gold, 
you have invaded othér countries, In order to 
have gold, you have maffacred the greateft pare 
of the inhabitants. In ordér to have gold, you 
have precipitated into the bowels of the carth 
thofe whom your daggers had fpared, Ih order 
to have gold, you have introduced upon the earch 
the infamous trade of mankind and flavery, In 
order fo have gold, you repeat the fame crimes 
every day. May the chimerical idea.of Lazarro 
‘Moro be realizeds and may fobtertandolls farhes 
fet on fire at once all thdfe mountains of which 
you have made fo many dimgeons, where innos 
cence expires, for feveral ages pafl! 

Tris curfe would filft fall upon the Corde- 
leras, or Andes, which cut almoft the whole of 
America through iv’ length, and the \diffetent 
Dedrichgs of which extend themlelves irregularly 
invit’stbreadth, tis particularly under the Line, 
and ‘atPeru, that thefe mountains awe us by 
their majeftic appearance. Through the en- 
ormous heaps of fuow that cover thé moft con~ 
fiderable of ther, it may eafily be difcerned, 
that. they formerly were volcanos. The clouds 
of fmoke, and gufts of flame, which ftill iffve froma 
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BO 9 K fome of them, cannot allow us to have the leaft 
ty doubt refpecting the eruptions. Chimboraco, 
the higheft of them, and which js near three 
thoufind two hundred and twenty toifes above 
the level of the fea, is more than one-third 
higher than the Peak of Teneriffe, the loftiert 
mountain of the antient hemifphere. The 
Pitchipcha, and the Catagon, which have prin- 
cipally ferved for taking the obfervations upon 
‘the figure of the earth, have only two thoufgnd 
four hundred and thirty, and two thoufand four 
hundred .and feventy toifes; and. it is, however, 
at this height that the malt intrepid travellers 
have been obliged to ftop. Eternal fnows have 
hitherto rendered fummits af greater height inace 

cefible, 

A prain, which is from thirty to fifty leagues 
jn breadth, and is raifed one thouvfand nine hune 
dred and forty-nine toifes above the level of the 
ocean, ferves as the bafis ta thefe aftonifhing 
mountains. Part of this vaft {pace is accupied by 
lakes more or Jefs confiderable, That of Titi- 
caca, which receives ten or twelve large rivers, 
and feveral finall ones, is feventy,toifes in depth, 
and fourfcore leagues in circurnference, In the 
midft of it there rifes an iQand, where the legi- 
flators of Peru pretended to have received their 
birth, They owed it, ag they faid, ta the Sun, 
who had prefcribed to them to eftablifh his wor- 
fhip, to raife mankind from a ftate of barbarifm, 
and to give them beneficent laws. Thig fable 
rendered the fpot venerable; and one of tha moft 
augutt empl in the empire was conftructed 

UpoR 
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upon it. Pilgrims reforted to ic in crowds from 20,9 K 
the proyinces, with afferings of gold, filver, and cheated 
jewels. Iris a tradition generally received in 
thecountry, that at the atrival of the Spaniards, 
the priefts and the inhabitants threw al] thefe 
riches into the waters, as they had before done at 
Cufco, in another lake, fix leagues to the fouth 
of that celebrated capital. From mo of the 
Jakes there aretorrents iftuing; which, in procefs 
of time, have digged ravines of a’ tremendous 
depth. Atthe fummit of them the mines are 
ufually found in a foil generally arid, Ic is a 
little below this that the corn grows, and the 
cattle feeds In the bottom the fugar, the fruits, 
and the maize are cultivated. ; 
« Pur ¢oaft, which is of an immenfe length, 
and from eight ta twenty jeagues in breadth, 
which oxcerids from the plain we have , heen 
fpeaking of to the fea, and which is know’ato us 
by the,name of the Valleys, is,nothing but a heap 
of fand. Solitude and eternal barrennefs feem as 
if they werg intended tq belang to this ungrateful 
foil, : 

Nature varies, and in a very remarkable 
manner, in this uneven territory, The moft 
~glexated - places are perpetually coyered with 
Anows,,, After this come the rocks and naked 
fands, . Beneath thefe fome moffes begin to fhow 
themfelves;, Lower down is the Icho, a plant 
which they burn, fomewhat refembling rufhes; and 
which grows longer and ftronger in proportion as 
pne defcends. At length the trees make their ap~ 
pearance, to the qumber of three {pecies, particus 

lar 
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B ae K Jar to thefe mountains, and which, all of them, 
———/ announce in their ftruéture, and their foliage, 


Cireum 
ftances in 
which the 
mountains, 
plains, and 
vallies of 
Peru differ 
from each 
other 


the feverity of the climate that produces them. 
The moft ufeful of thefe trees is the Caffis, It 
is weighty; hath fome fubftance, and is lafting 
and thefe qualities have occafioned: it to be de- 
ftined to the labours of the mines. Thefe large 
vegetable produétions are not to be met with 
under a milder fky; and they are only replaced 
by a fmall number of others of a different quality. 
There would not even be any one fpecies in tlie 
vallies, 1f fome had not been conveyed there, 
which have become naturalized, «. - ‘ 
. Iw this region) the air hath an evident influence 
upon the confticution of the inhabitants. Thofe 
of the moft elevated diftriéts are fubjeé&t to 
afthmas, pleurifies, to pulmonary complaints, 
and to 1heumatifms. Thefe difeafes, which are 
dangerous to all individuals that are ferzed with 
them, ale commonly mortal to any one that hath 
contraéted venereal maladies, or id addi&ed to 
flrong liquors; and this is unfortunately the 
ufual flate of thofe who are born in thefe climates} 

or have been led into them by-.avarice, a 
Tuesc calamities do not affect the inferiot 
mountains; but other {courges, ftill more fatal, 
are fubftituted to them, Putrid and intermictedt 
feveis,‘unknow’n in the countries we have been 
mentioning, aie habieual there. They aré fo 
eafily caught, that travellers dre afraid to comé 
near the places that are infected with them, 
They ae frequently fo contagious, that not a 
fingle mat’ would éfeape the infection, if the in- 
habitants 
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habitants did not abandon their villages, in order 5 a9) K 
fo return to them again when a f{refh feafon hath weepoud 
purified them, It was not thus in the time of 
the Incas. But fince the Spaniards have intro- 
duced the fuger canes into the narrow gorges of 
the mountains, where the air circulates with dif- 
ficulty, there arife, from the moiftened foil whiob, 
this cultivation 1equires, infectious vapours, which, 
being heated by the rays of the burning fun, be; 
come fatal. ' 

-Tus tertian, and other intermittent fevers, are 
fcarce lefs common o1 lefs obflinate in the vallies 
than in the gaiges of the mountains: but they 
are infinitely lefs dangerous; they are feldom 
attended with fatal confequences, except in, the 
countty places where no helps are to he had, and 
where precautions are neglected. 

Avorner general malady io this part’ of th 
New World is the {mall-pox; which was broughe 
there in 1588. Iris ngt habitual as in Buropes 
but it occafions, at intervals, -inexpreffible rae 
vages. lt attacks indifferently, the white men, 
the Negtoes, the Indians, and the mixed races. 
Te is equally deftrudtive in all the climates. 
Much advantage is to be expected from the prac~ 
tige, of inagulation, intvoduced two years fince at 
Lima, andewhich will undoubtedly foon become 
general, ao 

Taerg is andther fcourge prevailing here, 
againft which human invention will never find a 
remedy. Earthquakes, which in other countries 
are fo rate, that whole generations frequently 
fucceed each other without beholding one, are 

fg 
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Bu oir K fo common in Peru, that they have there con- 

ennet tracted an habit of reckoning them asa feries of 
epochas, fo much the more memorable, as 
their frequent return does not dirninifh their vio- 
lence. 

Tus phenomenon, which is ever irregular in 
it’s fudden returns, is however anhounced by very 
perceptible omens. When the fhock is confi- 
derable, it is preceded by a murmur in the air, 
the noife of which is like that of heavy rain falling 
from a cloud that fuddenly burits and difcharges 
it’s waters. This noife-feems to be the effect of a 
vibration of the air, which is agitated in different 
direétions. The birds are then obférved to dart 
in their Aight. Neither their tails nor their wings 
férve them any longer as oars ‘and helm to fwim 
in the fluid of the fkies. They dath themfelves in 
pieces againft the walls, the trees, and the rocks, 
whether ic be that this vertigo of nature dazzles 
and confufes them, or that the vapaurs of the 
earth take away their ftrength and power to roms 
mand their movements. 

To this tumult in the air is added the rumbling 
of the earch, the cavities and deep recefies of 
which re-echo each other’s noifes. The dogs 
anfwer thefe previous tokens of a general diforder 
of nature, by howling in an extraordinary man- 
ner. The animals ftop, and, by a natural inftiné, 
fpread out their legs that they may not fall, 
Upon thefe indications, the inbabicants inftantly 

_ run out of their houfes, and fly to fearch, in the ~ 
enclofures of public places, or in the fields, an 
afylam from the fall of their roof. The ories of 

children, 
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children, the lamentations of women, the fudden 8 a kK 
darknefs of an unexpected night; every thing wp 
combines to aggravate the too real evils of a dire 
calamity, which fubverts every thing, by the ex~ 
cruciating tortures of the imagination, which is 
diftreffed and confounded, and lofes, in the con- 
templation of this diforder, the thought and cou- 

rage to remedy it. 

Tur diverfity of afpects under which volcanos 
have prefented themfelves, to one of our moft 
indefatigable and intelligent obfervers, hath 
pointed out to him different periods, feparated 
from each other by intervals of time fo confider- 
able, that the firft formation of our planet is 
throw’n back by them to a degree of antiquity ac 
which our imagination is ftartled., Ag the firlt of 
thefe periods, the volcanos throw out from their 
fusnmits fire, fmoke, and afhes, and pour out 
torrents of Java from their fides that are’ lajd: 
open, At the fecond, they are all of them extin- 
uithed, and exhibit nothing but an immenfe cal- 
dron. At the third, the air, the rain, the wind, 
the cold, and the lime, have deftroyed the cal~ 
drons or crater, and nothing but a hillock remains, 
At the fourth period, this hillock, deprived of 
it’s.coyering, difcovers a kind of nidus, which 
being deftroyed by time, leaves nothing but the 
place»where the mountain and volcano have ex- 
ited; and this ftate canftitutes a fifth period. 
From the center of this place caufeways of lava 
are extended to a diftance; and thefe caufeways, 
whether entire or broken, or reduced into fepa- 


vate fragments, are ftill as, many other periods, 
between 
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B or K between each of which we may infert as many 

Cenpn years, as many ages, or as many thoufands of ages 
aswe choofe. One thing however is certain, that 
one of thefe periods, whichever of them we may 
choofe, is not conneéted, in the memory of mah, 
with that which fucceeds it in the courfe of nature. 
The principle, therefore, that from nothing 
nothihg can be produced; and the deftraction of 
beings, which by being changed into others, fhew 
us that nothing is annihilated, feem to announce 
an eternity which hath preceded, an eternity 
which will follow, and the co-exiftence of the 
Great Architect with his wonderful work. 

Tur climate exhibits fome very remarkable 
fingulaiicies in che Upper Peru, The inhabitants 
experience on the fame day, fometimes in the 
fame hour, and always in a very fhort {pace of 
time, the temperature of the two oppofite zones. 
Thofe who come there from the valleys, are 
pierced on their arrival with fevére cold, which 
they cannot get the better of either by fire, by 
motion, or by adding to their clothing; bur the 
impreflion of which ceafes to be dilagteeable, 
after a refidence of a month or three weeks. 
The voyagers who come there for the firft' time, 
are tormented with the fymptoms of fea ficknefs, 
with more or lefs violence, in proportion as they 
have fuffered from it on the ocean. But, what« 
ever may be the reafon of it, men are not éxpofed 
to this accident in all parts; for not one of the 
aftronomers, who meafured the figure of the 
earth upon the mountains of Quito, Were attacked 
with it. 

Our 
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cited in the valleys. This country, though very +--+ 


near the equator, enjoys a delicious temperature, 
The four feafons of the yéar are evidently marked, 
and yet neither of them can be called trouble- 
fome. The winter feafon is the moft fenfibly 
felt. This hath been attempted to be accounted 
for from the winds of the South Pole, which 
carry the effects of the fnows and ice over which 
they have paffed. They preferve it only in pare, 
becaufe they blow under the influence of a thick 
fog, which at that time covers the earth. Thefe 
grofs vapours do not indeed rife regularly ’till 
about noon: but ic is feldom they are diffipated. 
The Sun generally remains fo much clouded, that 
iv’s rays, which fometimes make their appearance, 
can only mitigate the cold in a very flight de- 
gree. a 

Wuarever may be the caufe of fo conftant 4 
winter under the torrid zone, it is certain that it 
never rains, or that it rains only every two or 
three years in the Lower Peru, 

Narvrat philofophy hath exerted it’s efforts. 
to difcover the caufe of a phenomenon fo ex- 
traordinary. May it not be attributed to the 
fouth-weit wind, which prevails there the great- 
eft*Part of tlie year; and to the prodigious height 
of the mountains, the fummit of which is covered 
with eternal ice? 

THE country fituated between both, being 
continually cooled on one fide, and continually 
heated on the other, maintains fo equal a tem- 

perature, 
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B; i910 K perature, that the clouds which rife can never 
ten be condenfed fo far ag to be diffolved into wa- 
ters 

Rains, however, and even daily rains, would 
be neceffary,; to communicate fome degree of 
fertility to the coalts which extend from Tumbez 
to Lima, that is, throughout a fpace of two hun- 
dred and fixty-four leagues. The farids are in 
general {o barren, that there is not a fingle herb 
to be feen, except in parts which it is poflible to 
water, and thefe do not often occur. ‘There is 
“not:a fingle fpring throughout the whole of 
Lower Peru; rivers are not frequent there} and 
thofe which we do meet with have, forthe molt 
part, water in them only for fix or feven months 
in the year. They are torrents iffuing from the 
lakes, of greater or lefs magnitude, that are 
formed in the Cordeleras, which only flow over a 
{mall fpace, and are diied up during the fummer, 
Jn the times of the Incas, thefe precious waters 
were carefully colleéted, and, by the affiftance of 
feveral canals, difperfed over a large furface 
which they fertilized. The Spaniards have 
availed themfelves of thefe labours, Their vil. 
lages and towns have been erected on the places 
whete the huts of the Indians were, which, per- 
haps, for this reafon, were lefs numerous in the 
Lower Peru than on the mountains. The val- 
leys which lead from the capital of the empire to 
Chili, have a great refemblance with thofe we 
have fpoken of; but they are in fome places more 

fulceptible of cultivation, 
Norwira- 
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Norwrrustanpine thefe defeds of natural 
organization, the region we have been defciibing 
hath feen a flourifhing empire arife in the midtt 
of it. It’s population cannot teafonably be 
called in queftion, when we behold felf-evident 
proofs that this happy people had covered with 
their colonies all the provinces that they had con- 
quered; when we attend to the aftonifhing num- 
ber of men engaged in the fervice of government, 
and deriving their fubfiftence from the flare. 
Such a variety of hands and levers employed in 
moving the political machine, neceflarily imply 
a confiderable degive of population, that may 
be enabled to matntain, with the produétions of 
the earth, a very numerous clafs of the inhabit- 
ants, who are not themfelves concerned in agri- 
culture, 

By what fatalicy, then, hath ic happened, that 
Peru is now fuch a defert? By tracing things to 
their origin, we find that thofe who conquered the 
coaft af the South Sea, being ruffians, without 
birth, education, and principle, originally com» 
mitted greater enor mites than the conquerors of 
Mexico, The mother-country was a longer 
time befgre the checked their ferocity, which was 
continually fomented by thofe long and cruel 
ciyjl,wars, that fucceeded the conquefl. A more 
heavy and regular fyltem of oppreftion was after- 
wards eftablifhed, shan had prevailed in the other 
countries of the New World, lef diftane from 
Europe, 

Universar difcouragement was the necefl 
confequence of this abominable condu&. Ae= 

Vou, IV. K cordingly, 
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800K cordingly, the natives of the country grew dif- 
poe gutted of the ftate of fociety, and of the fatigues 


it brings along with ic. They continue in the 
fame ditaaretable difpofitions, and would not 
even give themfelves the leaft trouble to culti- 
vate fubfiftence for themfelves, were they nat 
compelled to it by the government. This com- 
pulfion influences their behaviour. All the 
inhabitants of one community, men, women, 
and children, unite themfelves to till and 
fow a field, ‘Thefe labours, which are inter- 
rupted every inftant by dancing and feafting, are 
carried on by the found of various inftruments, 
The harvett of the maize, and of the other grain, 
js gathered with the fame careleffhefs, and ac- 
companied with the fame pleafures. Thefe peo- 
ple ale not more anxious to procure themfelves 
clothes. In vain hath it been attempted to in- 
fpire them with better difpofitions, and more 
fuitable to the good of the empire. Authority 
hath been unavailing againft cuftoms which it’s 
tyrauny had given rife to, and which were kept 
up by it’s injuftice, 

Tur Peruvians, all of them without exception, 
ae an inflance of that profound ftupidity into 
which it is in the power of tyranny to plunge 
men. They are fallen into a liftlefs and uni- 
verfal indifference. Can it be poffible that thefe 
people fhould have any kind of attachment, whofe 
‘religion once elevated the foul, and from whom 
the moft abject flavery hath taken away.every feri- 
iment of greatnefs and glory? The riches, 
hich nature hath fcattered at their feet, do not 

tempt 
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tempt them; and they are even infenfible to 8 bode 
honours, ‘They are whataver one choofes, with- Lom 


out any ill humour, ot choice, valfals ot ca- 
ciques, or Mmitayos, the objects of diftin¢étion or 
of public derifion. The fpring of all their paf- 
Gions is broken. ‘That of fear itfelf hath ofien no 
effe& on them, through the little attachment 
they have to life, They intoxicate themfelves, 
and dance; thefe are all the pleafures they have, 
when they are able to forget their mifery. Indo- 
lence is their predominant habit. [am not hun. 
gry, they fay to the perfon who would pay them 
for their labour. 

Tue void that had been made In the populaa 
tion of Peru, and the indolence of the few men 
that remained there, determined the conquerors 
to introduce a foreign races but this mode of 
fubfticution, which was didtated by the refine- 
ment of European barbarity, was more prejudia 
cial to Africa, than ufefol to the country of th¢ 
Incas. Avarice did not derive from thefe new 
flaves all the advantages it had flattered itfelf 
with. The government, ever intent on laying 
taxes upon vices and virtues, upon induftry and 
idlenefs, upon good and bad projeéts, upon the 
iberty of exercifing oppreffions, and the permif= 
flow 6f being exempted from them, made a ma- 
nopoly of this bafe traffic. It waa neceffary to 
rective the Negroes from the hands of a rival, or 
an enemy, to carry them to the place of their 
deftination, through immente feas and unwholer 
fome climates, and ta defray the expences of 
feveral very dear markets. Neverthelefs; thig 
a Ka {pecies 
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fpecies of men hath multiplied more at Perv 
than at Mexico. There is alfo a much greater 
number of Spaniards there, for the following 
reafons : ' 

Ar the time when the fir conquefls were 
made, when emigrations were moft frequent, the 
country of the Incas had a much greater repu- 
tation for riches than New Spain; and, in reality, 
for half a century, inuch more confiderable trea- 
fures were brought away from it. The defire of 
partaking of them muft neceffarily draw thither, 
as was really che cafe, a greater number of 
Caftilians. Though they almoft all went over 
there with the hope of returning to their country 
to enjoy the fortuhe they might acquire, yet the 
majority of them fettled in the colony. They 
were induced to this by the foftnefs of the cli- 
mate, and the goodnefs of the provifions. They 
alfo fuppofed they thould enjoy a gieat thare of 
independence in a region fo remote from the mo- 
ther-country. 

We muft now examine to what degree of 
profperity Peru hath been raifed by the united 
labours of fo many different people. ; 

‘Tue immenfe coaft that extends from Panama 
to Tombez, and which, in 1718, was detached 
frora Peru to be incorporated.in the New King- 
dom, is one of the moft miferable regions of the 
globe. A great part of it is occupied by {par 
cious and numerous moraffes. The part that is 
not.coyered with thefe, is deluged for fix months 
in the year, with rains that fall down in torrents, 
“From the midft of thefe,ftagnating and unwhole- 
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tome waters, foretts aife, that are asantient asthe 3 oo K 
world, and fo much choaked up with aves, OF Wonpmed 


oziers, that the ftrongeft and moft inuepid man 
cannot penetrate intéthem, Thick and frequent 
fogs throw a dark veil over thefe hideous coun- 
tries, None of the productions of the Old 
Hemifphere can grow in this ungrateful foil, 
and thofe even of the New Hemifphere ‘do not 
thrive much. And, indeed, there is but a fmall 
number of fayages to be feen here, and thofe, for 
the moft part, wandeting ; and fo few Spaniards, 
that'it might almoft be faid there were none. 
The coaft is fortunately terminated by the gulph’ 
of Guayaquil, where nature is in a lefs degene+ 
rate ftate, 

Tue fecond town which the Spaniards built in 
Peru, was raifed upon this river, in 1533. The 
Indians did not long fuffer this monument; 
erected againit their liberty, to fubfift; but it 
was rebuile four years after by Orellana, It was 
not placed in the bay of Charopte as it had been 
at firft. The back of 4 mountain, at the diflance 
of five or fix hundred toifes from the river, was 
preferred. The exigencies of commerce after- 
wards determined the merchants to fix their 
Uwelljags upon the fide of che river itfelf The 
fpieé which feparated them from their former 
habitation, hath been gradually filled up; fo that 
at preferit the two quarters of the town are en- 
tirely united, The houles are in general built 
of wood, both in the lower and in the upper town, 
Formerly, they were all covered with thatch; but 
this practice hath been abolifhed gradually by 
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teny—w this regulatich neceflary, to prevent the accidents 


of fire, fo common in thefe countries. Guaya~ 
quil was lately an entirely open place, It is at 
prefent defended by three forts, guarded only by 
the inhabitants. Thefe are large beams difpofed 
jn palifades. Upon this foil, which is always 
damp, and under water a great part of the year, 
a fort of wood, which never rots, is preferable to 
the beft conftruéted works either in earth or in 
flone, 

It isa Seaaibitioe well know’n at prefent, 
that on the coaft of Guayaquil, as well as on that 
of Guatimala, are found thofe fnails which yield 
the purple dye fo celebrated by the antients, and 
which the moderns have fuppofed to have been 
loft, The thell that contains them is fixed to 
tocks that are watered by the fea. It is of the 
fize of a large nut, The juice may be extracted 
from the animal in two ways, Some perfons 
kill the animal after they have taken it out of the 
fhell; they then prefs it from the head to the tail 
with a knife, and feparating fiom the body thae 
part in which the liquor is colleéted, théy throw 
away the reft, When this operation, repeated 
upon feveral of the fnails, hath yielded a certain 
quantity of the juice, the thread that is to be 
dyed is dipped in it, and the bufinefs is done. 
Thé colour, which is at firft as white as milk, 
becomes afterwards green, and does not turn 
purpie “till the thread is dry. 

‘Tose who do not chufe this method, draw 
tile animal partly out of, it’s fhell, and by a 
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fure oblige it to difcharge it’s liquor, This 290 ¥ 
operation is repeated four different times, but at Cm 


each time with lefs advantage. If it be conti- 
nued, the animal dies, from the lofs of that 
fluid which was the principle of it’s life, and 
which it hath no longer the powe1 to renew. 

We know of no colour that can be compared 
to the one we have been fpeaking of, either in 
luftre or in permanency. It fucceeds better with 
cotton, than with woollen, linen, or filk. 

Tr is little mote than an objeét of curiofity 5 
bue Guayaquil fupplies the neighbowing pro~ 
vinces with oxen, mules, falt and fith, It fur- 
nifhes a great quantity of cacao to Mexico and to 
Europe. It is the univerfal dockyard of the 
South Sea, and might partly become that of the 
mother-country. We know of no fpot npon 
the earth more abundant in wood for nvafts and 
for fhip-building. The hemp and the pitch 
which itis deftitute of, is procured from Chili 
and from Guatimala, . 

Tars town is,the neceflary flaple of all the 
trade which the Lower Petu, Panama, and Mexi- 
co keep up with the country of Quito, All the 
commodities which thefe countries exchange, pafs 
through the hands of it’s merchants. The largeft 
of the fhips flop at the ifland of Puna, fix or 
feven leagues diftant from the place, The 
others can go thirty-five leagues up the river as 
far as Caracol. ‘ 

Norwitusranpine’ thefe feveral means of 
profperity, Guayaquil, the population of which 
confifts of twenty thowfand fouls, is far from 
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being wealthy. ‘The fortunes of it’s inhabitants 
have been fucceflively deftioyed nine times, by 
fires, and by pirates, who have twice facked the 
town, Thofe fortunes, which have been acquired 
fince thefe fatal pettods, have not continued in 
the country. A chmate, where the heat is into- 
lerable the whole year, and the rains inceffant for 
fix months; where dangerous and noifome infects 
do not allow any tranquillity; where diflempers, 
prevailing in the moft oppofite degrees of tem- 
perature, appear to be united; where one lives in 
perpetual dread of lofing one’s fight; fuch a cli- 
mate is by no means proper tq fix the refidence 
of it’s inhabicants.’ Such perfons are only feen 
here, as have not acquired fufficient wealth to 
enable them to remove elfewhere, gand fpend 
their days in indolence and pleafure. 

On quitting the territory of Guayaquil, we 
enter into the yallies of Peau, They occupy 
fou hundred leagues of the coaft, and upon this 
extent there are a gieat number of bad haibours, 
among which chance hath placed one or two that 
are tolerably good. Throughout this vaft {pace, 
there is not the veftige of a fingle road; and it is 
neceffary to tiavel over it upon mules in the night-~ 
time, becaufe the reverberation of the Sun ren~- 
ders thefe fands unpaffable in the day, At the 
intervals of thirty or forty leagues, we find the 
Small towns of Piura, of Peyta, of Santa, of 
‘Pifeo, of Nafcar, of Ica, of Moquequa, and 
of Arica, and in the intermediate fpace, a finall 
number of hamlets and villages. Throughout 
this whole extent there are but three places 
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worthy of being called towns 5 Truxillo, which 3 0.9 K 
hath nine thoufand inhabitants; Arequipa, which +3 
hath forty thoufand; and Lima, which hath fifty- 
four thoufand. Thefe feveral fertlements have been 
formed wherever there was the leaft appearance 
of land fic for cultivation, and wherever the 
waters were capable of fertilizing a flime naturally 
barren, 

‘Tue country produces the fruits peculiar to 
the climate, and moft of thofe in Europe. The 
culeme of maize, of pimento, and of cotton, 
which was found eltablifhed there, was not ne~ 
gle&ed; and that of wheat, barley, caffavay 
potatoes, fugar, and of the olive and vine, was 
fet on foot there, The goat hath thrivea very 
well; but the theep have degenerated, and their 
wool is extremely coarfe. Throughout the whole 
of the valleys there is but one mine, whigh is 
that of Huantajaha. 

«ln the Upper Peru, at the diftance of one 
hundied and twebty leagues from the fea, ftands 
Cutco, built by the fir of the Incas, ona yery 
uneven territory, and upon the declivity of feve~ 
yal hills, It was at firfl only a finall village, 
which in procefs of time became a confiderable 
city, divided into as many quarters as there were 
nations incorporated with the empire. Each of 
thefe nations were allowed to follow their antient 
cuftoms; but they were all of them obliged to 
worhhip the brilliant conflellation that fertilizes 
the globe. There was no edifice that had any 
grandeur, elegance, or convenience, becaufe the 
people were ignorant of the firft elements of 
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teeny could not be diftinguithed from the other public 


or private buildings, unlefs by it’s extent, and 
by the profufion of metals with which is was or- 
namented. 

To the north of this capital was a kind of 
citadel, built with much care, labour, and ex~ 
pence. The Spaniards long {poke of this monu- 
ment of Peruvian induftry with a fpirit of admi-+ 
ration that impofed upon all Eyrope. The ruins 
of this fortrefs have been feen by enlightened 
perfons, and the marvellous hath difappeared, It 
hath been found, that this fortification had featce 
any advantage over the other works of the fame 
kind erected in the country, except that of being 
built'with flones of a more confiderable fize, 

Ar the diftance of four leagues fiom the city, 
are the country-houfes of the great, and of the 
Incas, in the wholefome and delicious valley of 
Yucai. There it was that they went to recover 
their health, or to relax from the fatigues of go- 
vernment. . 

Arrer the conquelt, the place {carce pre- 
ferved any thing but it’s name. There were 
other edifices, other inhabitants, other occupa- 
tions, other manners, other prejudices, and aho~ 
ther religion. Thus the fatality which fubverts 
the earth, the fea, empires, and nations; which 
thtows fucceflively upon all parts of the globe 
thé light of the arts, and the darknefs of igno- 
rance; which changes the refidence of men, and 
transfers their opinions, from one place to ano- 
ther, as marine productions ate pufhed'upon the 
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coatt by the impulfe of the winds and the 39.9 ® 
currents; that impenetrable and fingular deftiny, ——~ ws 


I fay, ordained that Europeans, with all the ap- 
pendages of their crimes, and monks, with all 
the prejudices of their faith, fhould come to 
ieign and repofe in thofe walls, where the vir~ 
tuous Incas had foi {o long a time promoted the 
felicity of mankind, and.where the Sun was fo 
folemaly adored. Who, therefore, can forefee, 
what kind of race, or form of worthip, will one 
day arife upon the 1:uins of our kingdoms and 
our altais? Cufco reckons twenty-fix thoufand 
inhabitants under it’s new mafleis. 

In the midft of thefe mountains other towns 
are {till to be feen. Chupuifaca, or La Plata, which 
hath thirteen thoufand fouls ; Potofi, twenty-five 
thoufand; Oropefa, feventeen thoufand; La 
Paz, twenty thoufand; Guancavelica, eight thou» 
fand; and Tiuanranga, eighteen thoufand five 
hundred. 

Bur let it be well obferved, that none of thet 
towns were eredled in regions which prefened a 
fertile foil, copious harvells, excellent paflures, 
a mild and falubfious climate, and all the con» 
veniences of life. Thefe places, which had 
hitherto been fo well cultivated by a numerous 
and flourithing people, were now totally difte~ 
garded. Very foon they exhibited only a de~ 
plorable pidlure of a horrid defert; and this 
wildnefs muft have been more melancholy and 
hideous, than the dreary afpect of the earth before 
the origin of focieties, The fight of confuliort 
is not always difplesfing; it fometimes afto. 

3 nihhes 5 


140 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


BOOK nifes: that of deftruction afftits us. The trae 

Semynet veller, who was led by accident or curiofity into 
thefe defolate plains, could not forbear abhorring, 
the batbarous and bloody authots of thefe de- 
vaftations, while he reflected that 1¢ was not owen 
even to the cruel illufions of glory and to the 
fanaticifn of conqueft, bug tq the flupid and 
abje& defire of gold, that they had facrificed fo 
much more real treafiue, and fo numerous a po- 
pulation, 

Turs infatiable thirft of gold, which neither 
attended to fubfiftence, fafety, nor policy, was 
the only motive for eftablifhing new fettleménts, 
fome of which have been‘kept up, while feveral 
pave decayed, and others have been formed in 
their ftead, The fate of them all hath correfponded 
with the difcovery, progrefs, or decay of the mines 
to which they were fubordinate, 

Frwar errois have been committed in the 
means of procuring ptovifions, ‘The natives had 
hitherto lived fearcely on any thing elfe but maize, 
fruits, and pulfe, for which they had ufed no 
other feafoning except fale and pimento. Their 
liquors, which were made fiom different roots, 
were more diyerfified; of thefe the’ chica was the 
molt ufual; it is made from maize foaked 
in water, and taken out of the veffel when it 
begins to fprout. It is dried in the fun, then 
parched a little, and at laft giound. The flour, 
after it has been well kneaded, is put with water 
into large pitchers. The fermentation may be 
expeCled in two of thtee days, and muft not 
continue longer, The great inconvenience of 
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this drink, which, when ufed immoderately, 59° K 
infallibly intoxicates, is, that it will not keep aoa 
more than feven or eight’ days without turning 
four, Iv’s tafte is nearly that of the moft indiffe- 
rent kind of cyder, 

Aut the cultivations eftablifhed in the empire, 
were folely intended to fupply articles of pimary 
neceflity. The only ching cultivated for luxury 
was the coca; this is a fhrub which ramifies 
much, and feldom giows higher than three or 
four feet. It’s leaves are alternate, oval, entire, 
and marked in their longitudinal direCuion with 
three coftee, two of Which ate not very apparent. 
The flowers, collected in cluileis along the 
flems, are fmall, cotrpofed of a calix, with five 
divifions, and five petals, furnifhed at their 
bafe with a feale, The piftil, furrounded 
with ten ftamina, and fuimounted with three 
ftiles, is changed into a finall, reddifh, oblong 
berry, which, as it dries becomes triangular, 
and contains one nut filled with a fingle ker- 
nel, 

Tur leaf of the coca, was the delight of the 
Peruvians. They chewed it, after having mixed 
it with an earth of a light grey colour, and of a 
faponaceous quality, which they called Toura; it 
was, in their opinion, one of the moft falutary 
reftoratives they could take. Their tafte for the 
coca hath fo little altered, that, if thofe among 
them who are buried in the mines were to be 
deprived of it, they would ceafe to work, what-~ 
ever feverities might be employed to compel 
them to it, 
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See the liquors or with the food of the people they 
had fubdued. They naturalized freely, and with 
fuccefs, all the corn, all the fruits, and all the 
quadiupeds of the antient hemifphere, in the 
new one. The mother-country, which had pro- 
‘pofed to fupply it’s colonies with wine, oil, and 
brandy, wifhed, at fift, to forbid the culture 
of the vine and of the olive tree: but it was foon 
found, that ic would be impoffible to convey re~ 
gularly to Peru, articles liable to fo many acci+ 
dents, and of fo confiderable a bulk; ad they 
were permitted to multiply them there as much 
as was confiftent with the climate and their 
“wants. ; 

Arrzr they had provided for a better and a 
greater choice of fubfiftence, the next care of the 
Spaniards was to have a drefs more commodious 
and more agreeable than that of the Peruvians, 
Thefe were, however, better clothed than any 
other American nation, They owed this fupe- 
riority to the advantage which they alone pof- 
feffed, of having the lama and the pacos, domeftic 
animals, which ferved them for this ufe. 

reer Tue lama is an animal four feet high, and five 
or fix in length; of which it’s neck alone takes 


the Jama, 
thepat. up one half. It’s head is well made, with large 
so and the eves, a long fnout, and thick lips. It’s mouth 
hath no incifois in the upper jaw. It’s feet are 

cloven like thofe of the ox, but furnifhed with a 

fpur behind, which enables -it to faften itfelf on 

the fides of fteep places, where it delights to 

climb, It’s wool, which is fhort on it’s back, 
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but grows long on it’s fides and under the belly, 
conttitutes part of it’s ufefulnefs. Though very 
falacious, thefe animals copulate with great dif- 
ficulty, In vain the female proflrates herlelf to 
receive the male, and invites him by her fighss 
they are fometimes a whole day groaning, grum- 
bling, and ineffe@tually attempting enjoyment, 
if men do not help them to fulfil the defire of 
nature, Thus feveral of our domeftic animals, 
that are confined, broken, forced, and reftrained 
in all their freeft motions and fenlations, lofe, 
througti ineffectual efforts, the principles of 
generation while they are confined in ftables, if 
care and attention do not fupply the place of that 
liberty of which they have been deprived. The 
females of the lama have only two dugs, never 
more than two young, commonly but one, which 
follows the dam immediately after it’s birth; it is 
of a very quick growth, and it’s life of a thort 
duration. At three years old it propagates it's 
fpecies, preferves it’s vigour ’till twelve, then 
decays and dies about the age of fifteen, 

‘Tue lamas are employed as mules, in carrying 
on their backs loads of about a hundred weight. 
They move with a flow but firm pace at the rate 
of four or five leagues a-day, in countries that are 
impracticable to other animals; defcending 
through gullies; and climbing up rocks, where 
men cannot follow them. After four or five 
days journey, they reft of their own accord for 
twenty-four hours, 

Narturz hath formed them for the people of 
that climate where they are produced, mild, re~ 
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tend When they ftop, they bend their knees and ftoop 


their body in fuch a manner as not to difeom- 
pofe their burden. As foon as they hear their 
driver whiflle, they rife with the fame care, and 
proceed on their journey. They browfe on the 
grafs they find in their way, and chew the cud 
at night, even when afleep, reclining on their 
breaft, with their feet doubled under their bellys 
They are neither difpirited by fafting nor drudg- 
ery, while they have any ftrength ronaimngs 
but, when they are totally exhaufted or faH under 
their burden, it is to no purpofe to harafs and 
beat them: they will continue obftinately ftrik- 
ing their heads againft the ground, ’till they ‘cil 
themfelves. They never defend themfelves either 
with their feet or their ceeth ; and in the height 
of their indignation content themfelves with only 
{pitting in the face of thofe who infulc them, 

Tue pacos is to the lama what the als is to the 
horfe, a fubordinate fpecies, finaller in fize, with 
fhorter legs, and a flat fnout; but, of the fame 
difpofition, the fame manners, and the fame 
conftitution, as the lama; made, liké the Jama, 
to carry burdens, but more obftinate in it’s ca- 
prices, perhaps beeaufe it is weaker, ’ 

Turse animals are fo much the more ufeful to 
man, as their fervice cofts him nothing. Their 
thick fur fupphes the place of a pack-faddle, 
The little grafs, which they find along the road 
fuffices for their food, and furnifhes them with a 
plentifal and freth faliva, which exempts them 
from the necefficy of drinking. . 
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fw the times of the Incas, the people fhewed 4 809 & 
preat attachment to thefe wfeful animals, and \—yiuw 


this fpirit of benevolence hath been continued. 
Before they are employed in the labours for which 
they are adapted, the Peruvians affemble ‘their 
relations, friends, and peighbours. As foon as 
the company are met, dancing and feftivals be- 
gin, which laft two days arid two nights. From 
time to time the guelts pay a vific to the lamas, 
and the pacos, fpeak to them in the moft affec~ 
tionate terms, and beftow upon them all the 
careffes- they would upon the perfon that was 
imoft dear to them, ‘They then begin to make 
ufe of them, but do not ftrip them of the tib-~ 
bands and bands with which their heads are 
ornamented; 

Amono the lamas, there are fome of' a wild 
fpecies called guanacos, which are ftronger, more 
fprightly, and more nimble, thin ‘the dothétic 
lamas; running like' the ftag, aid climbing Nke 
the wild goat, covered with thoes wool, and ofa 
fawn colour. Though free, they like to collect 
in herds, to the number fometimes of two or 
three hundred. ie they fee 8 man; they furvey 
him at fir with an air of greater aftonithment 
than, curfolity then {nuifing up the air and tieighs 
Bat y, tun, all together to the fummmnit of the 
mouritaing. hefe animals feek rhe North, tra- 
vel on th ie i aand dix themlelves above the 
height of és how 5 they ate vigorons, and ap~ 


pear in vaft numbers on the taps of the Corde~ 
oe 


Jerasy but fmail in fize, and feldom mee with ai,the 
hottotn of the mountains, When they are hunted 
Vou. IV, Bescs oo fox 
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ley hunters nor dogs can ever catch them, 

Tue vicunas, a fpecies of wild pacos, delight 
ftill more in the cold, and on the furomits of 
mountains, They are fo timid, that their fear 
itfelf makes them an eafy prey to the hunt- 
er, Men furround them and diive’ them into 
harrow defies, at the’ end of whick they have 
fufpended pieces of cloth or linen, on cords, that 
are igifed three or four feer from the ground. 
Thefe rags, being agitated by the wind, ftrike 
fach terror into them, that they ftand crowded 
and {queezed one againft anothet, fuffertye them- 
felves to be killed rather than fly. But if thete 
happens to be, among the vicunas, a guaraco, 
which, being more adventurous, leaps over the 
cords,’ they follow it and efcape. 

Att, thefe animals belong fo peculiarly to 
South America, and efpecially to the higheft 
Cordeleras, that they are never feen oa the fide 
of Mexico, where the height of thefe mountains 
is gonfiderably diminifhed. Attempts have been 
made,to propagate the breed in Europe, but they 
have all failed, The Spaniards, without reflect- 
ing that thefe animals, even in Peru itfelf, fought 
the coldeft parts, have tranfported them to the 
burning plains of Andalufia, They might, pof- 
fibly,have fveceededgn the Alps or the Ryrennees, 
This conjecture of M, de Buffon, to whom we 
##€ indebted for fo many wfeful and profound 
. blr Wations on animals, is worthy the attention 
‘of Alatefmen, wliofe fteps ought always,to, be guided 

‘by the lights of philofophy. 
THE 
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‘Tus fleth of the lamas and pacos may be eaten ® 9.9 & 
when they are young. ' The fin of the old ones wm 


ferves the Indians for fhdes, ahd the Spaniards fot 
harnefs. ‘he guanacos may alfo ferve for food. 
But-the victnas are: only fought after for their 
fleece, and for the bezoar they produce. 

"Fax wool of thefe animals Is not equally good 
That of the lama, and the pacos, which are 
domettic animals, is muclt inferior to that of the 
guanacoy and ftill more to that of the vicunay 
There is even a great difference in the fame 
animal. The wool of the back is commonly of a 
clear, light colour, and af moderate quality ; un 
der the belly it is white and fine, and whice‘and: 
coarfe upoh the thighs. It’s price, in Spain, ia 
from four to nine livres * a pound, aceording to 
it’s quality, eg Slee 

Trizse fleeces were ufefully shrployed ag, Rishusr 
before the empire: hadefibmtitteds toa-foxbignt 
yoke: The inhabirants of Cuféb made tapelny of 
thern forthe ufe of the courts This tapeftry was 
orndmented with flowers, birds, and trees, whith! 
were tolerably well imitated. It ferved alfo tox 
make snaatled, which were wol’a over a fhirt of 
cotton, It was cuftomary to tuck them ups Ins 
ordessto bave te avms free. The principal 
peéple fattened them with gold and filver clafps° 
their wives with pins: made of thefe metals, orna«r 
meénted-at the top.withemeralds, and the com~ 
mon: people with thorns: In:hot countries, the 
Mian¢les: df perfons: in office were made of. fine 


* From 3s. 4d. to 45, adi 
La cotton, 
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Be cotton, and dyed with various colours, ‘Fhe 
eae common people in the fame climate, had .no 


clothing at all, except a girdle that was compofed 
of the filaments of the bark of a treey and ferved 
to cover thofe parts which nature intended fhould 
be concealed. 

Tue pride and the habe of the conquerors, 
which generally made inconvenient or contempt. 
ible to them, al] the cuftoms eltablithed jn the 
countries upon which their avarice or their fury 
was exerted, would: not allow them to adopt the 
drefs of the Peruvians. They required :from 
Europe every thing that» country could furnith 
moft complete and inoft ‘wiagnificent in linens 
and cottons. In procefs of time, the treafures 
that had been at firt pillaged, were exhaufted ; 
and it was not poffible to acquire more, withouc 
making confiderable advances, and without en~ 
texiiig: upon labours, the profit of which was 
dotbrful. Then theft extravagancies diminithed, 
‘Bhe antient manufactures: of cotton, which a 
fyftem of oppreffion chad, reduced almoft to ,no~ 
thing, were revived,‘ Other's were, fet on; foot 
of a:different kindy and shefr number hath {tice 
ceflively increafed. nt 

Wrru the wool of the vicuna they make, in 
feveral: provinces, ftockings, handkerchiefs, and 
fearfs. This-wool, mixed with that of the theep 
ifaported thither from Europe, which hath ex-+ 
Geedingty degenerated, ferves for carpets, and 
ihakedalfectolerably good cloth. This laft Isind 
alone is employed to make ferges, and other 
cdarfe fluff 74 + 

Tur 
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Tue manvfactures fubfervient to luxury are 90.0 & 
tftablithed at Arequipa, Cufeo, and Lima. From -+——! 


thefe three large towns come all the jewels and 
diamonds, all the plate for the ufe of’ private 
perfons, and alfo for the churches. Thefe manv- 
faétures are bet coarfely wrought, and mixed 
with a great deal of copper. There is feldom 
more tatte or perfection difcovered in their gold, 
filver, and other laces and embroideries, which 
their manufa&tures alfo produce. 

Oruer hands are employed in gilding leather, 
in making, with wood and ivory, pieces of inlaid. 
work and fculptuie, and in drawing figures on 
the marble that hath been Jately found at Cuenga, 
or on linen imported from the Old Hemifphere. 
Thefe productions of imperfect art,’ ferve for 
ornaments for houfes, palaces, and temples‘: 
the drawing of them is not abfohutely eae 
the colours are neither exaésdnoxiperihdndints 
This fpecies of indultry belongs ‘almoftrexolil- 
fively to the Indians fettled at Cufco,? who are léfs 
oppreffed, and lefs degenerated upon this firft 
feene of their glory, than throughour the ret of 
the empiré, If chefe.Americans, fo whom natule 
thath denied the genius of inventions but whd-bre 
excellent imitators, had been fupplied with able 
inaftérsy and.excellent models, they would have 
becdme’ good copyifts, At the clofe of the lait 
centery;* fomex works of a Peruvihn painter, 
named Michael de 8t. Jaques, were brought to 
Rome; and the consoiffeurs difcovered marks of 
genius in them, . : 
L 3 Tans 
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Tues defcriptions excite the complaints of 
fome of my readers, I hear them fay: How 
can we be interefted in thefe idle details, wih 
which you have troubled us fo long? Speak to 
us of the gold, and of the Gilver of Pern, In 
this fo diftant region of the New World, J bave 
never confidered, and fhall never confiders any thing 
but thefe metals. Whoever thou mayelt .be.that 
doft addrefs thyfelf to me in this manner, ava- 
Ficious mortal, and deflitute of tafte, who when 
conveyed to Mexico and Perp, would’ft neither 
Atudy the manners nor the cufloms, who would’ft 
difdain to caf, a look, upon the rivers, the mann- 
tains, the forefts, the fields, the diverfity of chi- 
mate, and the varieties of fith and infeéts; but 
who would’ft only afk, Where are the golden 
mines? Where are the places in which the gold 
is wrought? I fee that thou haft entered wpon the 
reading, of my work, with the fame fpirit as the 
ferocious Europeans entered upon thefe rich 
and unhappy countries; I fee that thou wert 
worthy to accompany them, becaufe thy propen- 
fities are the fame as their’s, Defoend then into 
the mines; and meet with thy deftruétion by the 
fide of thofe who work them for thec; and if 
thou doft come out of them again, make thyfelf 
at Jeaft acquainted wich the criminal fomce of 
thefe fatal treafures which thou doft covet; and 
ayeft thou never poffefs them hereafter without 
feeling the pangs of remorfe, May the gold 


.ghange it’s colour, and appear to thine eyes as if 


jt were dyed with blood, 
Ty 
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In the country of the Incas are found mines: of 
copper, tin, fulphur, and bitumen, which are 
generally neglected. Extreme neceffity hath occa- 
fioned fome attention-ta be paid to thofe of fale. 
This foil is cut into large pieces, proportioned 
to the ftrength of the lamas and pacos, deflined 
to convey it in all the provisces of the empire 
diftant from the ocean, This fale is of a violet 
colour, and is ftreaked with veins of red like the 
Jafper, {t is fold neither by weight nor meafure, 
but in pieces nearly of equal fize. 

A wtw fubftance has been difcovered lately in 
thefe regions: this is the platina, fo called from 
the Spanith word plata, from whence the dimi- 
nutive plating, or little filver, is made. , 

_ Tuts is a metallic fubftance, which hath hitherto 
been brought from the New World into che Old, 
only in the form of finall pointed, triangular, and 
very irregular gravel; like the coarfé filings of 
iron. It’s colour is that of a white, becween thac 
of filver and iron, partaking a little of the tena- 
city of lead, t 

M. Uttoa js the firfl who has fpoken of the 
platina, in the account he .publifhed in 1748, of 
along voyage to Peru, from whence he was juft 


returned, Ele informed Europe that this extraor~, 


dinaty fubftance, and which may be confidered 
as an eighth metal, came from the gold mines of 
America, and was particularly found in thofe of 
the new kingdom. 

Tue year following, Wood, an Englith me~ 
tallurgift, . brought fome fpecimens of it from 
Jamaica to Great Britain. He had received them 
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BGA? eight or nine years before from Carthagena, and 
oe was the firft perien who made experiments 


upon them. 

Some very fkilful chymifts have fince em- 
ployed themfelves in experiments and inquiries 
upon the plating; in England, Mr. Lewis; in 
Sweden, M. Scheffer; in Prufia, M. Margraff; 
and in France, M. M. Macquer, Baumé, De 
Buffon, De Morveau, De Sickengen, and De 
Milly. The united labours of thefe feveral chy- 
mifts hath fo much improved dur knowlege upon 
this article, that we do not fctuple to fay, there 
ate few metallic fubltances, the‘ natute of which is 
better know’n to us at prefént than the platina, 
That which comes into France is never entirely 

ure, It is ufually mixed with rather a confi- 
derable quantity of fimall black fand, which is 
as {trongly affected by the loadftone as the beft 
iron, but which is indiffoluble in acids, and can- 
not be melted without great difficulty s and laftly, 
particles of very fine gold are fometimes obferved 


‘ jn it, 


‘Tig mixture, which is almolt glwayé found, 
of the native platina with gold and with iron, had 
raifed a fufpicion that it might be;hothing more 
than a-combination of thefe two metals; andy 
accordingly, on melting together gold and iron, 
or rather gold and magnetic fand, fimilar to that 
which is found mixed with the platina, « com- 
piitation is obtained, which hath fome apparent 


-affinitiés with this metallic fubftance: but a more 


fisict examination feems to have déltroyed this 
‘tpinion, and the‘éxperiments of M. M. Macquer 
and 
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and Beaumé, and particularly thofe of M. Le 8 oe K 
Baron de Sickengen, appear to have fhew’n that ——~-— 
the platina is a peculiar kind of metal, which 
is not formed by the union of any other, and 
which hath properties belonging to itfelf, 

Tue little information which chymifls have 
hitherto obtained refpecting the natural hiflory of 
the platina, and the {mall quantity they have had 
in their poffeffion, hath not yet allowed them to 
apply the proceffes of metallurgy to it at large 
but the methods they have given an account of, 
and particularly thafe for which we are indebted 
to the Baron de Sickengen, are fufficient for chy~ 
mical accuracy, Nothing remains now but ta 
make them more fimple and lefs expenfive, 

Tue firft operation to be performed on the 
platina, confifts in feparating from it the gold, 
the icon, and the magnetic fand with which ic js 
united. In order to do this, it is.diffolved with 
the affitance of a little heat,-in an aqua regia, 
compofed nearly of equal parts of the nitrous 
and marine acid, ‘The magnetic fand, which ig 
indiffojuble, remains at the bottom of the veffel, 
and by pouring off the Jiguor a folution is ob~ 
tained, which contains gold, iron, and platina, 
‘To feparate In the firft inflance the gold, a {malt 
portion off the vitriolum martis is added to the 
folutions The gold immediately precipitates, 
while the platina continues united to the folvent. 
Laftly, to get rid of the iron, fome alkali, which 
hath been previoufly calcined with ox’s blood, is 
poured guttatim into the fame liquor. ‘The iron 
as inftantly precipitated, under the colour of 
: Profian 
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B bay K Praffien blue, and nothing more remains in the 
femyen folution than the platina, perfedtly pure, and 
combined with the aqua regia, 

Tue platina being thus purified, the next 
bufinefs is to feparate it from the folvent, and 
this is to be done by the addition of falt ammo- 
niac. “This fubftance precipitates the platina 
under a yellow colour, and this precipitate being 
expofed to a great heat, foftens, and even dil- 
folves; and by forging ic with a hammer, the 
platina is obtained very puretand malleable, It 
appears from what we have been able to collect 
from the baron De Sickengen’s Membir, which 
hath been communicated to the Adademy of 
Sciences, but not yet publithed, that the rough 
platina, worked by itfelf, and heated with an 
amtenfe fire, becomes fuficrently foft to be forged 
sand made into bars; and this circumftance natu. 
rally indicates the method to be purfued for the 
martagement of it in large works. 

Tux metal obtained by thefe feveral proceffes 
ismearly of the fame fpecific weight as gold; ic 
ds of an intermediate colour between that of 
iron and filver; it can be forged and extended 
into thin plates; it may alfo be worked into 
thread, but itis not near fo ductile as gold, and 
he thread obtained from it, is not, ingequal dia- 
meter, ‘able to fupport fo great a weight without 
breaking. When diffolved in aqua regia, it may 
beamade to,affume, by precipitation, an infinite 
diverity. of ‘colours; and Count Milly hath fuc- 
ceeded, in varying thefe precipitates fo much, 
that be hath had a. piture painted in the colour- 


7 ing, 


IN ‘THE EAST AND WES UNDIES, 


ing, of which there is fearce any thing but pla- 
tina made ule of, 

Goup is fulceptible of combination with all 
the merals, and platina hath in like manner this 
property; but when too great a proportion of it 
enters into the combination, it renders the metal 
brittle. When allied with yellow copper, it 
forms a hard and compact metal, which will take 
the fineft polifh, which will not tarnih in the air, 
and which would confequently be very fit for 
making the mirrors of telefcopes. 

Ir doth not appear that mercury hath any effect 
upon platina; and therefore M. Lewis had pro- 
pofed to amalgamate it with mercury, as a pro- 
per method of feparating it from the gold with 
which it might have been united; but this me- 
thod hath been confidered by modern chymifts as 
uncertain and defedlive; and there are others at 
prefent more to be depended upon: flich ‘ are 
thofewe have been mentioning at ‘the cominiente- 
ment of this article. 

Tars new metal difplays fome properties infi- 
nitely interefting to fociety. It.cannot be affected 
by any fimple acid, nor by any know’n folvent ek- 
cept the aqua vegia; it will not tarnifli in‘the ait, 
neither will it ruft; it unites tq the fixednefs of 
“géld, an@ to the property it hath of not being 
fufceptible of deftru&ion, a hardnefs almoft equal 
to thatof iron, and a much greater difficulty of 
fufion. Ina word, from confidefing the advah- 
tages of the platina, we cannot but conclude, , 
that this metal deferves, at Jealt, from ir’s fipe- 
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flority: to vall: others, to thare ‘the :title of king 
of the metals, of which gold hath fo fone been: in 


‘poffefion, ; 


Ir.were siedouhiedly to Be wiflied, that a metal 
fo precious might. become. common) and that it 


‘might be employed for culinary ‘utenfils, “in the 


arts, andiin-the Jaboratory. of “che ‘chymit., «Ir 


- would tinite ‘all the advantages ‘of veffels of glafs, 
,of: ‘porcelain, and: of tone ware, without pars 


gaking of ‘their fragility. A’ prejudicé. of the 
Spanith wniniftey, -and which hath ‘for a-long time 
been adopted’ by. all chymitts, deprives us of this 
advantage.:. ‘Phey: have perfuaded themfelves that 


the platina might be -allied with’ gold, in fuch:a 
‘manner.as that jt could not. be feparated from it 


by) any: «means, . and - they. have confequently 
thought proper to forbid ‘the extra@tion’ ang 
tranfportation of a fubltance, that might be 
productive of fo much mifchief in the hands. of 
avaricious men,. But at prefent, that we are ac« 
quainted ‘with -methods.as-fimple andveafy. to 
fepatate. gold. ftom: platina,. as to, {eparate. filver 
from gold; at.: prefent,. that ‘the. chymifts: have 


taught -us,.that wher thefe : two -metals are 
diffolved in aqua, fegiay we: may. precipitate the 


gold: by the addition of. the: -yitriolum. Mnartis, or 


the platina bythe | addition. of. fale ammoniac, and 
hat in both, thefe. cafes, the two metals are per 


& 4 .at-prefent,. in a word, that the 
can eafily obtain. information 
academies, 3 it cannot be doubted 
porsanete will haften, to. 






‘avail i itlelf of nario ‘of which jt feems hitherto. 
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to-have been the only poffeffor, and of which fo ¥ 9 0 


_advantageous:a: ufe:may.: bet made for: the nation, 
and forfociety in: general, - 

© Nature hath:not fora any mines. of be or 
filveny 3 ins what-aré called: the Valleys of Peru, 
except ong,” Thé latge maffes of thefe: preciows 
“metals which We {Sometimes find there, have beer 
conveyed’ by: fubterraneous fires, “by volcanos, 
‘and’ by earthquakes, as well as by the revolutions 
which Atnerica hath experienced, and doth ftill 
experience every day. ~-Thefe detached ‘maffes 
ate fometimes found in other parts, About the 
year 1730, 4 piecd of gold, weighing: ae 
tharks, was found neat the town’ of La Paz, 
was a compofition of fix different fpecies of this 
précious metal, from-eighteen to'thtee‘and twenty 
Carats-and a half,‘‘There. are: but few-ores, 
and thofe of bafe alloy, in the ie bordering 
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of W ch they made’ toys, and ‘even vates, The: 
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Ba na % ynountains were opened, and the different veins 

‘ toy which chance might prefent, were followed; 

though always to very finall extent. ‘The two 

metals were melted and difengaged from the 

foreign materials that might be mixed with them 

by the means of firey Furnaces, in which a 

current of air fupplied the office of the bellows, 

an inftrument entirely unknow’n in thefe coun; 

tries, were employed to perform this difficult 
operation, 

Poxco, at a little diftance from the {pot where 
one of the lieutenants of Pizarro founded, in, 
15395 the city of La Plata, Porco was, of all the 
mines which the Incas caufed to be worked, the 
moft plentiful and the moft known. It was 
alfo the firft which the Spaniards worked after 
the conquefts and their labour was foon exteinee 
to a multiplicity of others. 

Aut of them, without exception, were aida 
to be very expenfive in the working, Nature hath 
placed them in regions deftitute of water, woods 
provifions, and all the neceffaries of life, which 
muft be conveyed at a great expence across, 
immenfe deferts, Thefe difficulties have beens 
and are ftill furmounted with more or lefs fue 
cefs.. 

” Severat mines, which have acquired fome 
fhare of reputation, have been fucceffively aban- 
doned, Their produce, though equal to what iz 
was originally, was not fuflicient to defray the. 
expences neceffary to obtdin it; this is a kind 
of revolution which many of the reft will expés 


rience, 
17 


{N THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 


19 


Ir hath, alfo been neceffary to renounce fome 2 2 2 K 
of the mines which had given falle hopes. is 


Among this number was that of Ucantaya, difca- 
vered in 1703, fixty leagues ta the fouth-eatt of 
Cufco. This was only an inaruftation of aloft 
maffive filver, which at firft yielded a confides= 
able quantity, but was foon exhaufted. 

Somr very rich mines have been neglected 
becaufe the waters had invaded them. Thee» 
clivity of the foil, which from! the fummit‘of cher 
Coideleras runs continually fhelving to the Soush 
Sea, muft neceffarily have rendered thefe events. 
more common at Pere than. in other places. 
This mifchief hath fometimes been. found jirres 
mediable; at other times it hath been repaired 
moft frequently it hath’ beew perpetuated fog. 
want of means, activity, or fkidl. 

Tue gold mines were at firlt preftrably ate 
tended to, Wife men foon determiped.in.fayoust 
of the filver mines, which: are. generally mare 
extenfive, mofe equal, and, confequantlys lefs 
deceichil, Several of the former, however, ate 
fill worked, A tolerably:regular feries of fuce 
cefs, hath made thofe of Lutixada, of Araca, 
of Suches, of Caracava, of Lipoani, and, af 
Cachabamba,. to be confidered as the richeft, 

:Amona the filver mines which,, in our days, 
are the moft celabrated, we muft mention that 
of Huantajaha, which hath been worked forty ar 
fifty years ago, at, two leagues diftance from the 
fea, near the harbour of Iqueyqua. Uppa 
digging: five or fix feet in the plain, we. qften 
find detached maffés. which.ae fit might be 

taken. 
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AoO 8 taken only fot-a. confufed mixture of, gravel: and. 
moma fand, and.:which, upon. trial, ‘yield two-thirds of 
their weight. in filver, . Sometimes. they -are. fo 
confiderables that; in.1749, two of them.were fent. 
{6 the court of Spain, one.df which weighed one 
Hundred and feventy-five pounds, and the other, 
three hutidred. and. feventy, In. the, mountains, 
‘the? ore ts dilpofed i in veins; and is of two kinds. 
‘That! which inthe country is called barra, is cut 
withthe: rock; and; is: -fené.to , Lima, where ; it is 
wrought. It yields mot. frequently from ‘one, 
two, three, four, and as far as five parts, of, filver 
to:one.of:ftone.... The other fpecieg is 
. fire in:the. county: itfelfc.. If five, of iv’ 
do.-not, produce a,, mark..of filvers it is. ; 
among the rubbith... This neglect arifes. from. the 
exceflive dearnefs of provilions, from the:neceflity 
of. obtaining: water, fit- for drinking’: fourteen 
leagues off, and from that of grinding the.ore at 
‘a very confiderable diftance. 
Ar. thirty leagues to the north- eat. of, Are ‘ 
quipa : ftands Caylloma, « Ic’s mines, were, dif 
covered very early; they have. been fince . incel: 
fantly: worked, and’ ‘their, produce is). fill ithe 
fame." ; 
‘Tuose of Potofi wete - difcovered in “15450 
An Indian, named ‘Hoalpa, as itvis. faid, pur~ 
fuing: ‘fome-deer,.in -order to'climb certain: fteep ~ 
fo ksy Vaid hold of: a bufh, the roots..of »which 
being Idofened from the: earth, brought to:view. . 
an ingot. of flyer, “The Peruvian had recourfe 
to-it for:his own ule, ‘and never -failed:to, return 
to hig..treafure. every time that. his, wants or. his 
defires 
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-Mefires folicited him to it, The change that had 8 oo ox 
~ happened ‘in.-his ‘fortune was remarked by his pad 


countryman. Guanca, to whom he avowed the 
‘fecret. ‘The two friends could not keep their 
counfél and enjoy their good fortune. They 
quarrelled ;° and the indifcreet confidant difco- 
vered the whole to his mafter -Villarocll, a 
Spaniard who was fettled in the neighbourhood. 
Tus -difcovery foon inflamed the ‘minds of 
the Spaniards. ‘Several mines were immediately 
opened ina mountain of a conical form, which is 
one league in circumference, five or fix toifes in 


height, and is of a dark red colour, In procefs.: 


of time, a lefs. confiderable mountain, iffuing 
from the former, was alfo fearched, and with 
equal fuccefs. The treafures that were derived 
from each of thefé mountains, were the origin of 
_one of the largett and moft opulent cities in the 
New World, ° We ay 

Nature never offered to the avidity of mans 
kind, in.any country on ‘the globe, fuck tich 
mines as thofe of Potofi. Exclufive of what was 
not regiftered, ‘and was finuggled away, ' the fifth 


part, belonging to the government, from. 154° 


10 1564.. amounted to. 36,450,000. livres * per 
annum. But this abundance of metals foon de- 
created. . From 1 564 to. 1585, the annual fifth 
part amounted to no more than 151187, 489" 
livres: four: fols +... From’ 158§° to 1624,’ it 
amounted to 125149,994. livres 12 fat: From 


1518751. 632,812h. 1 86 
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BG ® 1624 to 1633, to 6,074,997 livres fix fols 
keene From this laft period, the produce of thefe mines 


hath fo evidently decreafed, that in 1763 the 
fifth part, belonging to the king, did not exceed 
1,364,682 livres 12 fols t. 

Iw the firft inflance, each quintal of dre yielded 
fifty pounds of filver. At prefent, fifty quintals 
do not produce more than two pounds of filver, 
‘This is one part inftead of twelve hundied and 
fifty. 

Ir this diminution fhould be carried on a little 
further, this fource of riches muft neceffarily be 
given up. It is even probable that’ thia évent 
would already have taken place, if the ore were 
not fo: foft at Potofi, if the waters were not fo 
favourably ficuated for grinding ic, and if the 
expences were not infinitely lefs than at any other 
place. . 

Bur while the mines of Potofi were gradually 
lofing their celebrity, thofe of Oruo, not far 
diftant from them, were rifing into great repu- 
tation, Their profperity was even increafing, 
when the waters flowed into the richeft of them. 
At the period in which we aré writing, ic hath 
not yet been poffible to drain them, and all theft 
treafures ftill remain under water. The mines 
of Popo, the moft confiderable of thofe that have 
“efcaped this great difafter, are no more than 
‘twelve leagues diftant fram the town of San 
Philip de Auftria de Gruro, which was buile in 
this diftri@, formeily fo celebrated, 
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Tue labours of the miners, fettled to the B 2 O.% 
eaft of La Plata, in the diftri@ of Carangas, were eres 


never difturbed by any accident; thofe, however, 
whom chance had brought to Turco were con~ 
ftantly the moft fortunate, becaufe this mountain 
always afforded them an ore incorporated, or, as 
it were, melted with the ftone, and confequently 
richer than all the reft, 

In the diocefe of Toa Pas, and near to the 
fall town of Puna, Jofeph Salcedo difcovered, 
about the year 1660, the mine of Laycacota, 
It was fo rich that the filver of it was often cut 
with a chiffel. Profperity, which debafes little 
minds, had fo elevated that of the proprietor of fo 
much opulence, that he permitted all the Spa~ 
niards, who came to feek their* fortune in thia 
part of the New World, to work fome days for 
their own benefit, without weighing ot maw 
faring the prefent he made them. Titis genero~ 
fity ateraéted an infinieeé number of adventurers, 
whofe avidity induced them to take up arms, 
They attacked each other, and their benefalor, 
who had neglected nothing that might prevene 
or extinguifh their fanguinary contentions, was 
hanged as being the author of them. Such jn~ 
cients might. be firfficient.to leffen in our heatts 
the ifelination to benevolence, and it is with res 
Juétance } have mentioned this. 

’ Wurtz Salcedo was in prifon, the water got 
poffeffion of his mine, Superftition foon gave 
birth to the idea, that this was a punifhment for 
the outrage committed againft him. ‘This idea 
of divine vengeance was for a leng time re- 

M 2 vered 
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BOOK vered; but at length, in 1740, Diego de Bachna, 

tweed and fome other enterprizing men, affociated 
themfelves, in order to turn away the fprings 
which had deluged fo much treafure, In 1754, 
the work was fo far advanced, that fome utility 
was already derived from it. We know not what 
hath happened fince that period, . 

Aut the mines of Peru were originally worked 
by means of fire. In moft of them, mercury was 
fubftituted to this, in 1571. 

Tuts powerful agent is found in two different 
ftates in the bofom of the earth. If it be aito- 
gether pure, and in the fluid form which is pro« 
per to it, it is then denominated virgin mercury, 
becaufe it hath not experienced the action of fire, 
in order to be extracted from the mine. If ir be 
found combined with fulphur, it forms, a fub- 
flance of a red colour, which is more or lefé 
vivid, called cinnabar. 

Trut the mine of virgin mercury, which was 
lately difcovered at Montpellier under the build« 
ings of the town itfelf, and which for that reafon 
will probably never be worked, there had been no 
others know’n in Europe, except thofe of Udria 
in Carniola. Thefe are in a vallev, at the foot 
of high mountains, which were called by the 
Romans Alpes Julie. They were difcovered by 
chance in 1497. They are about nine hundred 
feet deep, The defcent into them is by pits, as 
"into all other mines, There are under ground 
an infinite number of galleries, of which fome are 
folow, that itis neceffary to ftoop in order to pafs 
along; and there are places where it is {@ hot, 

that 
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that it is not poffible to ftop without being in a 3 
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profufe fwear: it is in thefe fubterraneous caverns —)—» 


that mercury {3 found, in a kind of clay, or in 
ftones. Sometimes even this fubftance is feen 
running down like rain, and oozes fo copioufly 
through the rocks which form the vaults of thefe 
fubterraneous caverns, that one inan hath often 
gathered thirty-fix pounds of it in a day. 

Ture are fome people fo fond of the marvel- 
Jous, that they prefer this meicury to the other ; 
which js a mere prejudice, Experience fhews 
that the beft mercury that can be ufed, either in 
medicine or in metallurgy, is that which hath 
been extracted from cinnabar. In order to fepa- 
rate the natural combination of thefe two volatile 
fubftances, fulphur and mercury, recourfe muft 
neceflarjly be had to the adtion of fire, to which 
fome intermediate fubftance mutt be joined, This 
is either the filings of {feel or copper, or the re- 
gulus of antimony, or lime, or fome fixed 
alkaline falt. Europe ig fupplied with this Jatt 
fpecies of mercury from Hungary, Sclavonia, 
Bohemia, Carinthia, Friuli, and Normandy. 
The quantity that Spain wants for Mexico comes 
from the mine of Almaden, which was famous 
even in the time of the Romans: hut Peru hath 
found within itfelf, at Guanga-Velica, a fulfie 
olent quantity for all it's exigencies. 

‘Tris ore, as it is faid, was know’n to the an~ 
tient Peruvians, who made no other ufe of it 
than to paint their faces, Ie was forgotten 
during the confufion into which the conqueft 
plunged this unfortunate region. It was found 
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#00 again in 1956, according to fome hiftorians, and 
leryand in 1564, according to others; bur Pedro Fer- 
nandez Velafco was the firft who, in 15745 
thought of employing it in working, the other 
mines; the government referved to itfelf the.pro- 
perty of it, They even forbad, upon any pte- 
tence whatfoever, that other mines of the fama 
kind should be opened, left they thould be de- 

frauded of the duties they Jaid upon mercury. 
Tue mine of Guanga-Velica hath undergone 
feveral changes. At the time in which we are 
writing, it’s circumference meafures' pie hun~ 
dred and eighty varas, it’s diafheter fixty, and 
it’s depth five hundred and thirteen. It hath 
four openings, all of them at the top of the 
mountain, a {mall number of buttreffes, deftined 
to fupport the foil, and three vent-holes, which 
either let in air, or ferve to carry off the waters. 
It is wotked by fome pattners, moft of them 
without fortune, to whom the fovereign advances 
whatever they want, and who deliver the mercury, 
to ltim at his {tipulated price, The men employed 
in thefe labours were generally {eized, formerly, 
with convulfiye «motions. This malady is at 
prefent much lefs fiequent; whether it be that 
the mercury contained in the mine hath leffened 
by more than one-half, or that fome precautions 
have ‘been taken, which had at filfl been ne- 
gleéted, Thofe who have the care of the fur- 
waces, are at prefent almoft the only perfons 
who are expofed to this calamity: they are, how- 
ever, eafily cured. The only thing neceffary is 
.f0 fend them jnto a warm climate, or to employ 
them 
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them in cultivating the lands. The mercury, 
which affected their limbs, is carried off by per- 
{piration. 

Tur barrennefs of Guanga-Velica, and of the 
neighbouring lands, is remarkable. No fiuit 
tree can be naturalized theie, Of all the fpecies 
of corn that have been fow’n, barley is the only 
one that hath fprung up; and even that hath 
never come to maturity. Nothing but the pota+ 
toe has thriven, 

Tue air is not mote wholefome than the foil is 
‘fertile, Children, newly born, die of the tetanos 
ftill more frequently than in the reft of the New 
World. Thofe who have efcaped this danger, 
are feized at the end of chree or four months with 
a violent cough, and moft of them perifh in 
convulfions, unlefs care be taken to convey them 
into a milder climate. This precaution, which 
is neceflary for the Indians and for the Meftdes, 
is @i] more fo for the Spaniards, who are lefs 
robuft. The extreme feverity of the climate, 
the fulphureous vapours which cover the horizon, 
and the generally vitiated conflitution of the fa- 
thers and mothers, muft be the principal caufes 
of fo great a calamity. 

Tre very elevated mountains of Guanga- 
Velica, had for a long time engaged the atten- 
tion of men who were greedy of riches, when, 
at length, they became interefling to philofo- 
phers. 

Tae aftronomers, who weie fent in 1735 to 
Peru in order to meafure the degrees of the me- 
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3 G2-* ridian, travelled. over'a {pace of. ninety leagues, 
Wer beginning a little to the north of the equator, and: 
proceeding as far as the fouth of the city of 
Cuenca, . without: dilcovering any. mark . which 
could Jead, them to think..that.thefe mountains, 
which were'the higheft in the univerfe, had.been 
ever. covered by.the ocean, The banks. of fhells 
that were found out fame time after at Chili, did 
not prove the contrary, becaufe they were upon 
eminences.of ‘no-more than fifty toifes, ;. But fince 
Guanga-Veliea chath:-furnifhed recent. and petri- 
fied thells, and both of them in: very great quan» 
tity, itis neceffary to. retract and,.give:up all-the 
éeonfequences that had been: deduced : from. this 
phenomenon, : . 
Ip.is not at Guanga-Velica that the mercury is 
delivered to the public. The, government fends 
it to the provinces where the mines are, The 
places where it is depofited are twelve in number, 
In.1763 Guanga-Velica itfelf confumed one. hun- 
dred and forty-two. quintals ; "Taiya, two hundred 
and forty-feven s .Pafca, feven hundred and twen- 
ty-nine; ‘Truxillo, one hundred and thirty-one; 
Cufco, thirteen 5 La Plata, three’ hundred and 
fixty-nine; La Pas, shitty Caylloma, three 
hundred and feventy-four ; Caranjas, one hundred 
and fifty 5 Oruro, twelve hundred and fixty- four}: 
and ‘Poiofi, one thoufand feven hundred: and 
ninety-two, This made on the whole five ‘thou- 

find ¢ two “hundred | and forty-one quintals.. 
THOUGH the quality of the. ore determines 
ater of lef confuniption-of the mercury, 
7: yet, 
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yet, itis generally thought in the other hemif. 
phere, where the art, of metallurgy is: very im 
perfect, that, upon: the:whole, the confumption 
of thercury is equal’to the quantity’ of filver 
obtained: from the: mines, » In-this fuppofition, 
the twelve magazines which, from 1732 to 1763, 
delivered, one’ year with another, five thoufand 
three hundsed’:and- four quintals, eighteen. 
pounds of mercury, fhould. have: received’ the 
fame quantity of filver. Neverchelefs. they: re~ 


ceived no more than-two thoufand two: hundred. 
and fifty. Therefore, two thoufand feven huns' 


drediand fifty-four quintals eighteen pounds, were 
fecreted in order to defraud the cuftoms. 

Lima hath always attracted the greateft part 
of ‘thefe riches, whether: they: have elcaped “the 
‘vigilance of the treafury or not. This:capital, 
built in'1535. by Francis Pizarro, and: which 


hath finte become ‘fo celebrated, j js fituated’ “ar 


~two: leagues “from. the fea, in’a’ delicious ‘plain, 
The profpect from it on’one fide extends over a 
tranquil ocean, on the other it ftretches as far as 
the Cordeleras.”: It’s foil. is nothing but a heap 
of flints, which: ‘the fea hath undoubtedly” ina 
feries of ages piled together, but they are covered 
with: earth a foot below the furface, which’ the 
fpring. waters, that: are every where found on 

digging, have brought from the mountains, 
Suqar-cangs, . numberlefs olive trees, fome 
vines, artificial ‘meadows, paftures full of ‘falt 
~ which give’ meat: an exquifite tafte, fmall grain 
‘apropriated to the feeding of fowls, fruit-trees 
of 
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pea K of every kind, and certain other plantations, co- 

Neen pod ver the furface of thefe fortunate plains. Wheat 
and barley profpered there for a long time; but 
an earthquake happening about a century ago, 
caufed fuch a revolution, that the feeds rotted 
without fprouting, It was not till after forty 
years of barrennefs, that the foil refwmed it’s 
former fertility. Lima, as well ag the other 
towns of the valleys, : owes it’s fubfiftence chiefly 
t6 the labours of the Negioes. It is fearce any 
where, except the inland parts, that the fields 
are cultivated by the Indians, 

Berore the arrival of the Spaniards, all ce 
edifices in Peru were conftrudted’ without any 
foundations. The walls of the houfes of private 
perfons, as well as thofe of the public burldings, 
were alike placed on the furface of the earth, of 
whatever materials they might be made. Expe- 
rience had taught thefe people, thatin the coun~ 
try they inhabited this was the only way of 
dwelling in fecurity. Their, conquerors, who 
had a fovereign contempt for every thing which 
deviated from their habits, and who carried every 
where along with them their European cufloms, 
without confidering whether they were fuitable to 
the countries they were invading; the con- 
querors departed, particularly at Lira, fiom the 
mannet of building which they found generally 
eftablithed. Accordingly, when the natives of 
the country faw them open deep trenches, and 
make ufe of cement, they faid that their tyrants 
were digging graves to bury themfelves ins and, 
perhaps, it was fome confolation to the wretched 

nefs 
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nefs of the conquered to forefee, that the earth 3 0 00% 
would one day take upon itfelf ta avenge them es 
of their deftroyers. 

Tur predidion hath been fulfilled, The ca- 
pital of Peru, after having been partially fub~ 
verted by eleven earthquakes, was at length 
totally deftroyed by the twelfth, On the 28th 
of OAober 1746, at ‘half-an hour after ten at 
night, all, or almofl all the buildings, whether 
large or fmall, were chrow'n down in the {pace of 
three minutes. , Thirteen hundred perfons were 
crufhed under the :uins, A much more confi+ 
derable number were mutilated; and moft of 
them expired in horrid torments, : 

Cariao, which ferves as a harbour to Lima, 
was likewife overthrow’ns; but this was the leatt 
6f it’s misfortunes, The-fea, which had started 
back with horror at the inftant of this dreadful 
cataftrophe, foon returned to sinvade with ‘it’s 
impetuous waves the {pace it had quitted. ‘It 
fwallowed up the few houfes and fortifications 
that had efeaped the former danger. ‘Of the 
four thoufand inhabitants that were computed to 
be in this celebrated port, there were only two 
hundred faved. It then contained three and 
twenty fhips; nineteen of them were fwallowed 
wp, and the reft throw’n very far in upon the 
Jand by the irritated ocean. 

Tux ravage extended itfelf all over the coaft, 
The few veffels there were in thefe bad harbours 

» were fhattered, The towns in the valleys fuf- 
tained in general fome damages; feveral of them 
¢ven were totally fubverted, Among the moun- 

taing, 
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¥ ep & tains, four ‘or five volcanos threw out fuch pro- 
\enyent digious columns of water, that the whole country 
was deluged by them. 

Tue minds of men, which had been for a long 
time in a fate of lethargy, were rouzed by’this 
fatal calamity; and it was Lima that firlt fer the 
example of the change. The bufinefs was to 
lear away immenfe ruins heaped one upon ano- 
ther; and to get aut prodigions treafures that were 
buried in thefe ruins. It was neceflary to bring 
from Guayaquil, and from a ftill greater diftance, 
every requifite for che conftruction of numberlefs 
edifices; and with all thefe maresials, colle&ed 
from thefe different regions, to raife a city fupe~ 
rior to that which had been deftroyed, Thefe 
miracles, which were not to be expedted from an 
indolent and effeminate people, were performed 
with great rapidity. Weceffity infpired thent 
with adtivicy, emulation, and induftry. Lima, 
though, perhaps, lefs wealthy, is at prefent more 
agreeable than in 1682, when it’s gates pre- 
fented to the view of the dukg of Palata, the 
viceroy, on his entering, ftreets paved with filver. 
Tt is alfo built wich greater folidity, and for the 
following reafon: 

, Tuz vanity of having palaces, cqncealed for a 
lang time from the inhabitants of the capital of 
Peru, the dangers to which this abfurd oftenta~ 
tion expofed them, [n vain had the earth fwal- 
Jowed up at different periods thefe enormous 
maffes; the leffon was never powerful enough to 
eorrect them. The laft cataftrophe hath at length 
opened their eyes. They have yielded to necef- 
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fity, and have at lait followed the example of 
other Spaniards fettled in the valleys. 

Tue houfes are at prefent very low, and have 
mott of them no more thana ground floor, For 
walls they have pofts placed at different diftances, 
The intervals are filled up with reeds, nearly 
fimilar to ours, but which have no cavity, which 
are very folid, which do not eafily rot, and which 
are covered over with clay. Thefe fingular edi+ 
fices are topped with a wooden roof entirely flat, 
and alfo covered with clay, a fufficient précaution 
in a climate where it never rains, The feveral 


parts of thefe buildings are faflened together. 


and to the foundations with a ftrong kind of 
ofier, which in the country is called chaglar, 
‘With this kind of conftru@tion, the whole build« 
ing readily yields to the motion communicated to 
it' by the earthquakes.” They may poffibly be 
damaged by the convulfive motions of nature, but 
they cannot be eafily chrow’n down, 

Tuese houfes, however, are not deficient in 
appearance. The attention that is taken to paint 
the walls and cornices, fo as to refemble free- 
ftone, conceals the quality of the materials of 
which they are formed. ‘They aré even found to 
have an air of grandeur and folidity, which it 
would not be natural to expect. The defed of 
cohftruation ig fill more concealed in the infide 
of ‘the houfés, whete all the ornaments are 
painted in a flile of greater or lefs elegance. 
The ordinary method of conftrudtion hath been. 
buta little deviated from in the public buildings, 
Several of them dre raifed to the height of ten 

feet 
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Rook feet with bricks baked in the fun; fome of the 
temyen churches even are raifed to the fame height in 


ftone. The reft of thefe monuments are in wood; 
painted or gilt; as well as the columns and ftatues 
which decorate them. 

Tue flreets of Lima are wide, parallel, and 
interfe& each other at right angles. It’s walls 
are continually wafhed and refrefhed by waters 
brought fram the river of Rimac. The water 
that is not employed in this falutary purpofe, is 
advantageoufly diftributed for the convenience 
of the citizens, for the ufe of the gardens, and ' 
for: fertilizing the fields, 

Tux fcourges of nature, which have revived 
induftry to a certain degree in Lima, have had 
lefs influence on the manners of it’s inhabit~ 
ants. 

Supzrstrrion, which reigns throughout the 
whole extent of the Spanifh dominions, hath at 
Peru two fcepters at it’s command; one of golds 
for the ufurping and.triumphant nation ; the other 
of iron, for the enflaved and pillaged inhabitants. 
The feapulary and the rofary are all the tokeris” 
of religion which the monks require of the Spax 
niards of Peru. It is on. the form and colour 
of thefe kinds of talifmans that the populace 
and the grandees found the profperity of theiv 
undertakings, the fuccefs of their amorous ina 
trigues, and the hopes of their falvation, The 
monkifh habit, affurned in the laft moments; 
conttitutes the fecurity of opulent people who have 
lived ills they ave convinced, that when wrapped 
in this clothing, which is fe formidable to. the 
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devil, that avenging power of crimes, will not pa K 
dare to defcend into their graves, and feize WH 
upon their fouls. Jf their athes repofe near 
the altar, they hope to partake of the facrifices 
of the pontiffs, much morg than the poor and the 
flaves. 

Invivenesp by fuch fatal errors, what en- 
ormities will they not commit to acquire riches, 
which fecure their happinefs in this world, and in 
the next? The vanity of immortalizing their 
name, and the promife of eternal life, fecure to 
the monks a fortune, which can no longer be 
enjoyed; and families are difappointed of an in- 
heritance, whether acquired by honefly or fraud, 
by legacies which ferve to enrich men who have 
difcovered the fecret of efcaping poverty by de» 
voting themfelves to it. Thus it is that the 
order of fentiments, ideas, and things, is fub. 
verted; and the children of opulent fathers are 
condemned to mifery by the pious rapacioufnefs 
of a number of voluntary mendicants. The 
Englith, the Dutch, and the Frénch, lofe their 
hational prejudices by travelling; the Spaniard 
carries his along with him throughout the whole 
tiniverfe; and fuch is the madnefs of bequeath~ 
ing legacies to the church, that the ground of all 
tle houfes of Peru belongs to the prieflhood, or 
pays them fome fhare of rent, ‘The inftitution 
of monkith orders hath done at Peru, what the 
Jaw’ of the Vacuf will do, fooner or later, at Con- 
Rlantinople. Here the people bequeath their 
fortunes to a minaret, in order to fectire it to 

their 
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BO O'K their heirs; there they deprive an heir of it, by 

w——~ leaving it to a monaltery from the dread of being 
damned. The motives are a little different, but 
in the end the effect is the fame, In both coun+ 
tries the church is the gulphy in which all the 
riches are abforbed; and thefe Catftilians, who 
were heretofore fo formidable; fhrink before fu- 
perftition, -as Afiatic faves do in the prefence of 
their defpot. 

Tuesz exttavagancies might Induce one to 
fuppofe thefe people totally ftupid; but this 
would be an injuftice. Since the beginning of- 
the century, good books are common enough at 
Lima; the people are not entirely deftitute of 
knowlege; and we may be allowed to fay, that 
the French navigators, during the war for the 
fucceffion, implanted fome good principles 
among them, Neverthelefs the antient habits 
have loft but little of their force. The Spanifh 
Creole lives gonftantly among courtezans, or 
amufes himfelf at home in drinking the herb of 
Paraguay. He would be afraid to diminith the 
joys of love by confining it within legitimate 
bonds, His inclination leads him to marry in 
the country behind the church, that is an ex~ 
preffion, which fignifies living in a {tate of con- 
cubinage. In vain do the bifhops anathematize 
every yeary at Eafter, thofe perfons who are 
united in thefe illicit bonds, But what power 
haye théfe vain terrors againft the impulfe of 
amorous defires, againft cuftom, and efpecially 
againft the climate, which is cohtinually ftrug- 


gling with, and at laft proves victorious over, 
all 
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all the civil and religious laws that oppofe it’s 
influence ? 

‘Tus charms of the Peruvian women dre fupe- 
rier to the terror which the fpiritual arms of 
Rote infpite, The majotity of them, efpecially 
the women of Lima, have eyes fparkling with 
vivacicy, a fair fkiny a complexion that is deli. 
cate, animated, full of {prightlinefs and life, and 
a flendet and well-formed fhape; a foot better 
turned and fmaller than that of the Spanifh wo- 
men themfelves; thick and black halr, flowing 
as if by chance; and without ornament; over 
their neck and fhoulders; which ate extremely 
whites 

Tutse various natural graces ate heightened 
by every improvement that art can add to them 
The clothing of the wothen is rhoft turhptuous, 
and they ufe an unboundéd profufidn of pearls 
and diamonds, in every kind of drefs in which ic 
is poffible to introduce thems -It is even lobked 
upon as a fort of grandeur and dignity, to fuffes 
thefe valuable articles to be-miflaid or loft. A 
wornan éven who liath no titles, and is not en- 
hobléd, feldom appeats in public Without gold 
tiffues; and without jewels, She never Goes ouc 
withdut being attended by three or four flaves, 
tvidtt of them tnulatto women, in liveries ag 
tht irith are, ahd adorhed with lace as their mil 
trefits. 

Perrumes ate th genetal ufe at Lima. The 
women are never without amber; they {dent their 
linen and thelr clothes with, it, and even their 
nofegays, as if there were fomething wanting to 
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the natural perfume of flowers. The amber is 


teeny undoubtedly an additional allurement to the men, 


and the flowers impart 4 new attraction to the 
women. With thefe they adorn their fleeves, 
and fometimes their hair, like thepherdeffes. 

Tue tafte for mufic, which prevails through- 
out all Peru, is converted into a paffion in the 
capital, The walls refound with nothing but 
finging, and conceits of vocal and inflrumental 
mofic, Balls are frequent. The people dance 
here with furprifing lightnefs; but they neglect 
the graces of the arms, to attend to the agility 
of the feet, and efpecially to the inflections of 
the body; as images of the true emotions of 
voluptuoufnefs. 

Sucu are the pleafures which the women, who 
are all dreffed rather with elegance than modefty, 
tafte and diffufe at Lima, But it is particularly 
in thofe delicious faloons where they receive 
company, that they appear feducing. There, 
carelefsly reclined on acouch, which is a foot and 


“a half’ high, and five or fix feet wide, and upon 


carpets and fupetb cufhions, they pafs their days 
in tranquillity and in delicious repofe. The men, 
who are admitted to their converfation, feat 
themfelves at fome diftance, unlefs their adorers, 
from greater intimacy, be permitted to come up 
to the couch, which is, as it were, the fanctuary 
of worfhip and of the idol. Yet thefe goddeffes 
choofe rather to be affable than haughty; and, 
hanifhing ceremony, they play on the harp and 
guittar, and fing and dance when they are 


defired, 
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- Trym moft diftingutthed citizens find in thofe 29.0 * 


majorafees, or perpetual entails, tranfinitted to Vem 
them by the firft conquerors their anceltors, a 
fufficiency to anfwer thefe profufions: but the 
landed eftates have not been adequate to the 
expences of a great number, even of very an= 
tient families. Mott of them have had recourfe. 
to trade. An employment fo worthy of man, 
and which extends at once his activity, his know~ 
lege, and his power, hath never appeared to 
them to derogate from their nobility; and the 
laws have given a fanétion to a mode of think- 
ing fo rational and fo wfeful. Their capitals, 
added to the remittances that are continually fent 
from the inland counties, have rendered Lima 
the center of all the tranfadlions which the pro~ 
vinces of Peru carry on, either among them- 
felves, or with Mexico and Chili; and of the more 
important ones with the mother-country. . 

Tr ftraits of Magellan appeared the only Paganoa wan 
open way to form this laft connettion. The: time Whe 
length of the paffage, the terror infpired by (eit. 
flormy and almofl unknow’n feas, the fear of tion between 


aw Wot 7 Pern and 

exciting the ambition of other nations, the im- Span. 
Aes ‘ : Manner in 
poflibility of finding an afylum in cafe of unfor- which this 
trade wee 


tunate gccidents, and other confiderations, per cured om 
haps,, turned , the general views towards Pa- 
nama, . +; 
.Txis town, which had been the gate through 
which an entrance had been gained into Peru, 
had rifen to great profperity, when, in 1670, 
it was pillaged and burnt by pirates, It was re~ 
built on a more advantageous fpot, at the diftance 
Na oft 
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20 OX of four or five miles from the firft, and of three 


Vii 


ty leagues from the harbour of Perico, which is 


formed by a great number of iflands, and fuffici- 
ently fpacious to contain the moft numerous fleets. 
Jc rules over the provinces of Panama, the Ve- 
raguas, and Darien, regions without inhabit- 
ants, without culture, and without riches, and 
which were decorated with the great name of the 
kingdom of Terra Firma, at a period when great 
expectations were entertained of their mines. 
Panama hath never furnifhed any thing co trade 
from it’s own produce, except pearls, ' 

Tue pearl fifhery 1s carried on in forty-three 
iflands of the guiph. The greateft part of the 
inhabitants employ fuch of their Negroes in it. as 
are good fwimmers. ‘Thefe faves plunge anc 
replunge in the fea in feareh of pearls, till this 
exercife hath exhaufled their ftrength or their 
fpirits, 

Every Negro is obliged te deliver a certain 
number of oyfters. ‘Fhofe in which there are no 
peatls, oc in which the pearl is not entirely 
formed, are not reckoned, What he ip able to 
tind beyond the ftipulated obligation, is confi-~ 
dered as his indifputable property + he may fell it 
to whom he thinks proper, but commonly le cedes 
it-to his mafter at a moderate price. 

Sra montters, which abound more about the 
iflands where pearls are found than on the acigh« 
bouring coafts, render this fifhing dangerousy 
Some of chefe devour the divers in an inftant. 
‘The manta fith, which derives it’s name from it" 
figure, rolls thema undey it’s body, and, fuffocates. 

them 
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them. In order to defend themfelves againft en K 
fuch enemies, every diver is armed with a poniard : Neen 
the moment he perceives any of thefe voracious 
fifth, he attacks them with precaution, wounds 
them, and drives chem away. Notwithftanding 
this, there are always fome fifhermen deltroyed, 
and a great number crippled. 

Tue pearls of Panama are commonly of a very 
fine water. Some of them are even remarkable 
for their fize and figure: thefe were formerly fold 
in Europe. Since art hath imitated them, and the 
paffion far diamonds hath entirely fuperfeded or 
diminifhed the ufe of them, they are all carried 
to Peru. 

Tars branch of trade hath, however, infinitely 
lefs contributed to give reputation to Panama, 
than the advantage which it enjoyed of being 
the ftaple of all the produétions of the country of 
the Incas, that are deftined forthe Old World. 
Thefe riches, which were brought hither by a 
fimall fleet, were carried, fome on mules, others 
by the river Chagre, to Porto Bello, that is 
ficuated on the northern coaft of the ifthmus which 
feparates the two feas, 

Tuoven the fituation of this town hdd been 
furveyed and approved by Columbus i In rg02, it 
was not buile !till 1584, from the ruins of Nom- 
bre de Dios. It is difpofed in the form of a cref= 
cent, on the declivity of a mountain which fur- 
rounds the harbour, This celebrated harbour, 
which was formerly very well defended by forts, 
which Admiral Vernon deftroyed in 1740, feems 
to afford an entrance fix hundred toifes broad ; 

N 3 but 
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BOOK but it is fo ftraitened by rocks that are near the 

wenyne furface of the water, that it is reduced to a very 
narrow canal. Veffels can only be towed into 
it, becaufe they always experience either contrary 
winds or a great calm.- Here they enjoy perfec: 
fecurity. 

Tur intemperature' of the climate of Porto 
Bello is fo notorious, that ic hath been named the 
grave of the Spaniards: Jt hath been more than 
ance neceflary ‘to leavé fhips here, becayfe all 
their crews had perifhed. The inhabitants them- 
felves do not live long, and have all ‘a'vitiated 
conftitution. It is rather a difgrace to refide 
here. Some Negroes and Mulattoes only are to 
be met wich, with a fmall-namber of white 
people, fixed by the pofts they hald under go- 
vernment, The garrifon itfelf, though only 
confifting of a hundred and fifty men, doth not 
continue here more than three months at one 
time. "Till the beginning of the prefent century 
no woman dared to lie in here: fhe would have 
deemed it devoting both her child and herfelf to 
certain death. The plants that are, tranfplanted 
into this fatal region, where the heat, the moifture, 
and the vapours, are exceflive and continual, 
have never profpered. It is an eftablifhed opi- 
nion, that the domeftic animals of Europe, which 
have prodigioufly multiplied in all the parts of 
the New World, lofe their fruitfulnefs on coming 
to Porto Bello; and if we may judge by the few 
that are nqw there, notwithitanding the abund~ 
ance of paftures, we might be induced to believe 
that this opinion is not ill founded, 


Tue 
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Tur badnefs of the climate prevented not Porto 39 0 K 


Bello from becoming at firft the center of the moft 
extenfive commerce that ever exifted. While the 
riches of the New World arrived there, to be 
exchariged fur the produétions of the Old, the 
Veffels “that failed from Spain, know’n by the 
namé of galleons, came hither, Jaden with all 
the articles of neceffity, convenience, and lux- 
uty, which coyld tempt the proprietors of the 
mines. 

“Tur deputies for tranfacting this commerce, on 
both fides, regulated un boatd the admiral’s thip 
the price of goods, under the infpeélion of the 
commander of the fquadron and of the governor 
of Panama, ‘The eftimate was not adjufted by 
the intrinfic value of each article, but by it’s 
fearcity or plenty. The ability of the agents 
confifted in forming thelr combinations fo judi- 
cloufly, that the cargo imported from’ _ Europe 
fhould abforb all the treafutes’ that were come 
from Peru. ‘It was regarded as a bad market, 
when there were found goods neglected for want 
of money, or money not laid out for want of 
goods.» In this cafe only, the Spanifh merchants 
were allowed to go and complete the fale of their 
merchadize in the South Seas, and the Perovian 
merchants were permitted to make remittances to 
the mothér-country for their purchales. 

As foon as the prices were fettled, the traffic 
commenced. ‘T'his was neither tedious nor difli- 


‘cults; it was carried on with the urmoft frank~ 


nefs, Every thing was tranfaéted with fo much 
honefly, that they never opened their chefls of 
N 4 pialtres, 
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piaftres, nor proved the contents of their bales. 
This reciprocal confidence was never deceived, 
‘There were foiind, more than once, facks af gold 
mixed among facks of filver, and articles which 
were not entered on the inygice. Thefe mif- 
takes were rectified before the departure of the 
fhips, or on thejr return, There only happened, 
in 1654, an eyent which might have interrupted 
this confidence. Jt was found in Europe, that all 
the piaftres that were received at the laft fair, 
had a fifth of alloy, The lofg was borne by the 
Spanith merchants; but, as the coiners of Lima 
were known to be the authors of this fraud, the 
yeputation of the Peruvian merchants incurred n 

difgrace. : 

Tue fair, the duration of which, on account 
of the noxious qualities of the air, was limited ta 
forty days, was regularly holden. Je is clear 
from the acts of 1595, that the galleons mutt 
have been difpatched fram Spain every year, or 
at the lateft every eighteen months; and the 
twelve fleets that failed from the fourth of Auguit 
1628, to the third of June 164,54 prove.thag this 
rule was ftridtly obferved. They returned after 
@ Voyage of eleven, ten, and fometimer even 
eight months, laden with immenfe riches, in 
gold, fiver, and merchandize, 

Tug profperity continued without interruption 
to the middle af the feventeenth century. After 
the lofs of Jamaica, a confiderable contraband 
trade taok place, which ‘till that time had been 
trifling, The facking of Panama in 1670, by 
john Morgan the Englifh pirate, was attended 

: with 
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avith fill more diftrefsful confequences. Peru, BO 9 x 
‘which fent it’s ftock before-hand into this city, Sa 
now no longer tranfmitted ig *till after the arrival 
of the galleons at Carthagena. This alteration 
occafjoned delays and uncertainties. The fairs 
were not much frequented, and fmuggling in- 
creafed. 

Tuz elevation of a French prince to the throne 
of Charles V. excited a gencra) war; and at the 
yery commencement of hoftilities, the galleong 
were burnt in the port of Vigo; where, the im~ 
pofibjlity of gaining Cadiz, had obliged them to 
take refuge, The communication of Spain with 
Porto Bello was then totally interrupted; and 
the South Sea had, more than ever, direct and 
regular connections with foreign powers, 

Tuy peace of Utrecht did not put an end to 
the mifchief. The unfortunate fituation of cire 
gumftances, made it impoffible fop the caurt of 
Madrid to difpenfe with granting exclufively to 
an Englifh company the privilege of providing 
Peru with flaves. They were even obliged ta 
grant to this encroaching company the right of 
fending to each fair a veffel Jaden with the dif. 
ferent merchandize that “the country confumed, 
This vellel, which ought not to have been of 
more than five hundred tons burthen, always 
¢arried more than a thowfand, It was heither 
furnithed with water nor provifions. Four or 
five veffels, which followed it, fupplied it’s 
wants; and frequently fubftituted new goods in 
the place of fuch as had. been fold. The galleons, 
ruined by this competition, were fill more com, 
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B G6 OK _ pletely fo by the fraudalent tranfa€tions carried 
w—-~— on in all the ports to which the Negroes were 


The Spani- 
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conveyed. At laft, after the expedition of 1737, 
it was impoffible to fupport this commerce any 
Jonger ; and a {top was put to thofe famous fairs 
envied by al] nations, though chey ought to have 
been regarded as the common treafure of all 
people. 

From this period‘ Panama a Porto Bello 
have aftonifhingly declined. Thefe two towns 
now only, ferverto cary an a few branches of 4 
languid trade, Affairs of greater importance have 
been turned into another channel.- 

* Ir is well'know’n that Magellan difcovered, in 
1g20, at the fouthern extremity of America, thé 
famous Streight which bears his name. He faw 
there, and they have been frequently feen fince, 
men who were! about a fedt higher than Euro- 
peans. Other navigators have only feen in the 
fame latitudes men of an ordinary ftature. 
During the -courfe of two centuries, navigators 
have mutually acewfed each other of ignorance, 
prejudice, ‘and impofture. At length forme 
voyagers have been fortunate enough’ to meet 
with hords of & common’ G%e, and “others of a 
more elevated ftatyre; and they have concluded 
from this decifive event, that the perfons who 
‘had gone before them had been right’in what 
‘they affirmed, and wrong in what they denied. 
Then only it occurred, that there were no fixed 
inkabitants in thefe uncultivated regions; that 
the people tame there from countries more or lefs 
diftant; and that it was probable that the favages 
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of one diftri& were taller than that of another. 
This conjecture hath been fupported by natural 
philofophy. It can never indeed be reafonably 


imagined, that nature deviates’ more from her 


principles, in producing thofe “perfons whom we 


choofe to call giants, than in giving birth to thofe 
we call dwarfs. : : 
Tyere ate giants and dwarfs in all countries. 
There are giants, dwarfs, and men of a common 
ize born of the fame father and the fame mother. 
There are giants and dwarfs invevery tpecies of 
animals, trees,” fruits, and plants 5 and whatever 
fyftem of generation we may adopt,. we have na 
greater reafon to be aftonithed at the difference 
of ftature between mien of the fame family, or of 
different families, than to fee fruits off a different 
fize upon a neighbouring tree,cor upon the fame. 
"The man who fhall explain one, of thefe: pheno+ 
mena will explain-them allec te @orethy. dete ca 
-: "Tan Streight of Magellan is one hundied' and 
fourteén leagues long, afid in fome places -lefs 
than aleague in breadth. It feparates the land of 
the Patagonians from the Terra del Fuego, which, 
it is prefumed, were formerly one and the fame 
continent. The conformity ‘of theit barren 
coattsy of their rough climate, of their monflrous 
rocks, of their inaccefible mountains, of their 
eternal fnows, of their favage inhabitants: every 
circumftance, in a word, tends to fuggeft the 
idea, that this large channel of navigation is the 
effect of one of thofe natural revolutions which 


fo oftert change the face of the globe, 
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Tuouon it was for along time the only paffage 
know’n into the South Sea, the dangers incurred 
there caufed it almoft to be forgotten. The 
boldnefs of Drake, the celebrated navigator, 
who failed by this track to ravage the coats of 
Perv, determined the Spaniards, in 1582, ta 
form a confiderable fertlement there, deftined to 
preferve this rich part of the New World from 
invafion. This new colony perifhed almott en- 
tirely for want af provifions. 

Pepro Sarmiento, who wag. charged with 
this important enterprize, fet out from Europe 
in 581, with twenty-three ships, and three 
thovfand five hundred men: The expedition wag 
thwarted by fomany repeated calamities, that the 
admiral arrived the following year at the Streight 
with only four hundred men, thirty women, and 
provifions for feven or eight months, The de- 
plorable remains of fo fine a colony were fettled 
at Phillipeville, in a fafe, commodions, and {pa- 
cious bay. But the misfortunes that had 
eruelly attacked the Spaniards in’ their paflage, 
obftinately purfved them at the end of thelr 
voyage. Na fuccour was fent ta them; the 
countiy furnithed them no fubfiftence, and they 
perithed with mifery, Of the four-and-twenty 
wretches who had efeaped this terrible calamity, 
three-and-twenty, whofe fate hath always fe- 
mained unknown, embarked for the river Plata, 
Fernanda Gomez, the only one that remained, 
was’ taken wp in 1587, by the Englith pirate 
Cavendith, who gave to the place where he had 
found him, the name of Port Famine, . 

Tar 
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Tar lofs of this colony was not, however, 
attended with fuch confequences as had been 
apprehended, The Streights of Magellan foon 
ceafed to be the road of thefe pirates, who were 
urged by their mercenary views to vifit thefe re~ 
mote regions. In 1616, fome Dutch navigators 
having doubled Cape Horn, this became after- 
wards the road which the enemies of Spain fol- 
lowed, who defigned to pafginto the South Sea, Ie 
was full more frequented by French vetfels, during 
the war which caufed fuch confufion in Europe at 
the beginning of the prefent century, The im- 
poMibilicy which Philip V. fele of furnithing 
his colonies himfelf with provifions, emboldened 
the fubjects of his grandfather to go to Peru. 
The want of every thing, which the inhabitants 
then experienced, made the French to be re- 
ceived with joy; and at firtt they got 4 profit of 
eight hundred per cent, The merchants of Saint 
Malo, who had feized ypon this commerce, did 
not acquire riches for themfelyes alone. Ina 
1709, they delivered them up co their country, 
which was exhaufted by the inclemency of the 
feafons, by, repeated defeats, and by an ignorant 
and arbitrary adminiftvation, A navigation; 
which allowed of tuch noble factifices, foon 
exeieed dit emulation that was top tniverfal, The 
competicion became fo confiderable, and the ggodg 
fell into fuch diftepute, chat ix was impofiblg 
to fellthem; and ‘everal privatcers burnt them, 
that they might not be obliged to carry them 
back into their counity. The equilibrium was 
not long in re-eftablithing icfelf; and thefe 
foreign traders made advantages that were con- 
2 ‘ fiderable, 
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Bo 0. fiderable, when the court of Madnid, in 1718, 
ens took effe€lual meafures to femove them from 


Ts Pert as 
rich as at 
was fore 
mesly ? 


thefe latitudes, which they had but too long fre- 
quented. © 

Ir was not, however, ’till 1740 that the Spa- 
niards began themfelves to double Cape Horn. 
They employed fhips and pilots from Saint Malo 
in their firft voyages: but a little experience foon 
enabled them to go without thefe foreign affift- 
ances; and thefe ftormy feas foon grew more 
familiar to their navigators, than they had ever 
been to their mafteis in this career. 

’Tiun then the high opinion that had been 
always entertained, and for a Jong time with 
reafon, of the riches of Peru, had been kept up, 
The court of Spain accufed the fmuggling trade 
of having turned afide the greateft part of them 
and they flattered themfelves that the new fyftem 
they adopted, would biing them back into their 
ports, in as great abundance, as at the molt 
diftant periods. A demonftration, to which it 
was impoffible not to accede, convinced the 
moft incredulous perfons, that the mines of this 
part of the New World were no longer what 
they had been; and that the void they had left, 
had not been filled up by any other objects. 

_ From 1748 to 1753, Lima teceived fiom 
Spain, for all Peru, ten fhips, which brought 
back every year 30,764,617 livres*, This 
fum was compofed of 435 94g 92 livres f in 
gold; of 20,673,657 livres [. in filver; 


* 1,281,859). os 8d. t+ Ig1,4ogl, 138) Ode 
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and of 5,496,768 livres * in various produc- 3 vo K 
booms anne a 


tions. 

Tuuse produdlions were thirty-one thoufand 
quintals of cacao, which were fold in Europe 
for 3,240,000 livres}. Six hundred quintals 
of bark, which were fold for 207,360 livres f. 
Four hundred and feventy quintals of Vicuna 
wool, which were fold for 324,000 livres §, 
Ten thoufand eight hundred and fifty quintals 
of copper, which were fold for &10,108 livres J]. 
Ten thoufand fix hundred quintals of tin, which 
were fold for 915,300 livres q. 

Or the gold and filver 1,620,000 livres ** be~ 
longed to the’ government; 19,422,671 livres t+ 
to trade; and 4,225,178 livres ti. to the clergy, 
,and the civil and military officers, 

Or the merchandize, theie were 1,381,569 
livres §§ for the crown; and 4,1153199 livres ff 
for the meichants. 7 

Time hath produced fome little change in af- 
fairs, but the improvement is not confiderable. 


* 229,032), los } 135,0001. 

t 86401, § 13,5001, 

ll 33,7921. q 38,1371. tos, 

** 67,5001, tt 809,2771, 198. 2d. 
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Congqueft of Chili and Paraguay by the Spas 
niards, Account of the Events that have 
accompanied and followed the Invafion of 


thefe Countries. Principles on which Spain 
regulates her Colonies, 


EASON and equity both allow the founda- 

tion of colonies: .but they point out the 

principles ftom which we ought not to deviate 
in eftablifhing them. 

Any number of men, however confiderable, 
coming into a foreign and unknow’n country, are 
to be confidered only as one fingle man. Strength 
increafes with numbers, but the right is ftill the 
fame. 1f one or two hundred men can fay, 
this country belongs ta uss one man raay fay the 
fame. 

Tux country is either defert, of partly defetts 
and partly peopled, ot it is entitely peopled. 

Ir it be entirely peopled, I have tio fight to 
claim any thing but hofpitality, and the affift- 
ance which one man owes to another, If f 
fhould be expofed to perifh with cold or hungér 
upon any fhore, I fhall make afe of my weapon 
I thall take what I want by force, and I fhall kill 
any one who refifts me, Bue when I have ob-« 
tained an afylum, fire and water, bread and falt, 

the 
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the people haye fulfilled their obligations towards 3 
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me. If require more, I become a thief and an (ened 


affaffin. Ihave been however fulfered to remain 
among them; and have made myself acquainted. 
with their laws and manners. They fuiz my in- 
clinations, and I am defirous of fettling in the 
country. If the people confent, it is 4 favour 
they do mes if they refufe, Ihave no right to he 
offended. The Chinefe are perhaps bad politi« 
cians, when they fhut the gates. of thejr empiré 
aggintt ug; but they are not unjult. Their coun- 
+ try is fafficiently populous, and we ate guefls of 
too dangerous a nature, 
Ir the countty be partly defert ahd partly oc~ 
cupied, the deferted part belongs to me; for t 
may take poffeffion of it by my labour, The 
former inhabitant would be barbarous if he canie 
‘fuddenly to overthrow my hut, deflroy my 
plantations, and pillage roy fields. I may repel 
his irruption by force. I may extend my domajn, 
to the confines of his, The foretts, the rivers, 
and the fhores of the fea are common to us both, 
lindefs the exclufive ufe of them fhould be necef- 
dary to his fubfiftence. All hé can require of me 
farther is, that I fhould be a peaceable neigh 
bow, and that my eftablithment fhould have no 
thréatesing afpeét to him. Every nation is au» 
thorized to provide for it’s future ahd prefent 
_fafety, If I make. a formidable inclofure, if I 
collect arms; if I raife fortifications, it’s deputies 
will be wife if they come to tell me: Are thou 
our friend or our enemy ? Ifa friend, whac is the 
ule of all thefe warlike preparations? If an 
Vou. TV, Q enemy, 
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,enemy, you will give us leave to deftroy them} 
and the nation will a@ prudently, if at the in- 
ftart they get rid of their well-founded appre~ 
henfions. With much greatér reafon may they 
expell and: exterminate me, without offence to 
the laws of humanity and juttice; if I feize upon 
their wives, their children, or their property s 
if I make any attempts againit their civil liberty ; 
if I reftrain them in their religious-opinions; if 
I pretend to give them laws; and if F with to. 
enflave them, I then become one wild beaft 
shore in their neighbourhood; and they owe me 
no more pity than they would a tiger. If I have 
provifions which tliey want, and if they have fome- 
that are ufeftil to me, I may propofe exchanges: 
We are both of us at liberty to fet what price we 
choofe on what belongs to us. Arneedle is. of 
more real value to a people reduced to the necef- . 
fity of fowing the fkins of the beafts which cover 
them, with che bone of a fifh, than- their filver 
dan beto'me. Ac fabre, or a hatchet, will be of 
jhfinjre value to him who fupplies the place of 
-thefe inftruments with cutting ftones, fixed in a 
piece of wood hardened in- the fire. Befides, I 
have croffed the feas to bring thefe ufeful ar~ 
ticles, and I fhall crofs them again to carry back 
fhto my country the things I have taken im 
‘exchange. ‘Fhe expences of the voyage, the 
averages; and the dangers, muft therefore enter 
wnto the ¢alculation. If I laugh within myfel€ 
‘at the abfardity of the man who gives me up his 
* gold for iron, he, in his turn, laughs at me, who 
«give him. up my iron,, all the ufefulnefs of which 
he 
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rather, indeed, there is no impofition on one 
fide or the other. Exchanges ought to be per- 
fetly free. If I want to take away. by force 
what is denied me, or to compel by violence the 
acceptance of what is rejected, they have a legal 
sight to confine me, or to drive me away. If I 
{eize upon the foreign commodity without offer- 
ing the price for it, or if I carry it away clan- 
deftinely, I am a thief, who may be killed 
without {cr uple. \ 

A pesert and uninhabited country is the only 
one we can appropiate to ourfelves. The firtt 
difcovery, being well afcertained, was a legitis 
mate taking of poffefion, 

From thefe principles, which appear to me 
founded in truth, let the Euopean nations judge 
of themfelves, and give themfelves what name 
they deferve. Their navigators arrive in a pare 
of the New World, which is not occupied by any 
of the people belonging to the Old, and \they 
immediately bury in the ground a final] plate of 
metal upon which they have engraved thefé 
words: [ais pistpicr BeLones ‘ro us, And 
why does ic belong to you? Are you not as 
unjuft, and as foolifh as favages, who being 
throw’n by chance upon your coafts, fhould write 
upon the fand of your fhore, or upon the bark of 
your treess Tis counTry BELONGS TO US. 
You have no right over the infenfible and biate 
pact of the creation, over the foil where you 
land, and yet you arrogate one over man, who ig 
; Oa : your 
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eae your fellow-creature. Inflead of acknowleging 

teen in this man a brother, you confider him only as a 
Nave or beaft of burthen. O my fellow-citizens f 
You think and you act in this manner, although 
you have notions of juftice, a fyftem of morality, 
a holy religion, and one common Parent with 
thofe whom you treat fo tyrannically, This 
yeproach fhould be addreffed more particularly 
“to the Spaniards; and it will unfortunately be 
ftill more juftified by the enormities they have 
committed in the country of Chili. 

Firkinup-’ "Tura region, fuch as it is poffefled by the 

Spaniards, §~— Spaniards, hath one common breadth of thirty 

ee Jeagues between the fea and the Cordeleras, and 
nine hundied Jeagues of coaft, from the great 
defert of Atacamas, which feparates‘it from Peruy, 
to the iflands of Chiloe, which divide it from the 
country of the Patagoniahs, 

Yur Iacas had prevailed upon part of the inha- 
bitants of this vaft region to fubmit to their wife 
Jaws, and intended to fubdue the whole, had they 
not met with infuperable difficulties, 

Tus3 important project was refumed by the 
Spaniards, as foon as they had eonquered the’ 
principal provinces of Peru. In the beginning 
of 1535, Almagio fer out from Cufco with five 
hundred and feventy Europeans, and fifteen 
thoufand Peruvians. He traverfed at firft the 
country of Carcas, to which the mines of Potofi 
have fince given fo much celebrity. To go from 
this country to Chili, there were but two ways 
know’s, and they were both confidered as im~ 
practicable. ‘The firft prefented wlong the bor- 
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ders of the fea, nothing but burning fands, 
without water and withour fubfiftence. To pur- 
fue che fecond, it was neceffary to crofs very 
fteep mountains of a prodigious height, and co- 
vered with fnows as old as the creation, Thefe 
difficulties did not difcourage the General; and 
che determined upon the latt of thefe, for no other 
reafon than becaufe it was the fhorteft. Elis ambi- 
tion was the deftruétion of one hundred and fifty 
Spaniards, and ten thoufand Indians: but at 
length he accomplifhed his defign, and was re~ 
ceived with the greateft marks of fubmiffion by 
the nations that had been formerly under the 
dominion of the empire that had juft been fub- 
verted. The terror of his arms would, probably, 
have procured him greater advantages, had not 
Some concerns of a private nature brought him 
back to the center of the empire. His little 
army refufed to repafs the Cordeleras; and he 
was obliged to bring it back by the way he had 
firk neglected, Tet accidentally met with fo many 
fortunate circumftances, that it fuffered much 
Jefs than had been expected. This good fuccefs 
enlarged the views of Almagro, and precipitated 
him, perhaps, into thofe enteiprizes, which oc 
cafioned his fatal end. 

Tur Spaniards appeared again in Chili in 1541, 
Valdivia, their leader, entered it without the leaft 
oppofition, The nations that inhabited it were 
no fooner recovered from the aftonifhment with 
which they had been feized at the view of the 
European arms and difcipline, than they withed 
40 regain their independence, The war continued 
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inceffantly for ten years. If fome diftri€ls, dif- 
couraged by repeated Ioffes, refolved ar Iaft to 
fubmit, many of them obftinately perfitted in the 
defence of their liberty, though they were gene- 
rally defeated. : 
Aw Indian captain, whofe age and infirmities. 
confined him to his hut, was continually told of 
thefe misfortunes, ‘The grief of feeing his people 
always beaten by a handful of {trangers, infpired 
him with courage. He formed thirteen com~ 
fanies of a thoufand men each, arranged them in 
file, and led them againft the enemy. If the firft 
company was routed, it was not to fal! back 
upon the next, but to rally, and be fupported by 
it, This order, which was ftri@ly obeyed, difcon- 
certed the Spaniatds, They forced through alt 
the companies one after another, withowr gaining 
any material advantage. As both the men and 
horfes wanted reft, Valdivia retreated towards a 
defile, where he judged he could eafily defend 
himfelf; but the Indians did not allow him time 
fufficient to fecure his retreat thither, Their 
rear marched through bye-ways and took poffef- 
fion of the dedle, while their vanguard followed 
him with fo much precaution, that he was fur- 
rounded and maffacted, together with his hun- 
dred and fifty men. It is faid that the favages 
poured melted gold down his throat, exclaiming 
with exultation, glut ibyfelf with that metal thon 
art fo ford of. They availed themfelves of this 
vidtory, to burn and deftroy many of the 
European fettlements, which would all have 
fhared the fame fate, had not the Spaniards been 
timely * 
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relmely affifted by fome confiderable reinforce- 
ments from Peru, which enabled them to defend. 
‘their remaining pofts, and t6 recover thofe they. 
thad loft. 

_ Test fatal hoftilities have been renewed, in 
proportion as the ufurpers have wifhed to extend 
heir empire, and-frequently even when they did 
ot entertain this ambitious defign. The en- 
gagements have been very bloody, and have fearce 

. ever been interrupted, except by truces of more 
‘or lefs duration. Since the year 1771, however, 
tranquillity hath not been diflurbed. 

Tue people of Arauco are the moft common 
the moft intrepid, and the moft irreconcileable 
venernies ‘the Spaniards have in thefe regions, 
‘They are often joined by the inhabitants of 
Tucapel, and of the river Biobio, and by thofe 
who extend towards’the Cordelcras, As their 
manners bear a greater refemblance to thole of 
the favages of North America, than to thofe of the 
Peruvians, their neighbours, the confederacies 
‘they make are always formidable. 

“Wun they go to war, they carry nothing with 
them, and want neither tentsnor baggage, The 
Jame ‘trees from which they gather their «food, 
fupply them withdances and darts, As'they are fure 
of finding in one place what they’ had in another, 
they willingly refign any country which they are 
unable to defend. AH places are equally indif- 
ferent tothem. Their troops, free from all ins 
cumbrance of provifions and ammunition, march 
with furprifing agility. They expofe their lives 
‘Vike men who fet little value on them; and,.if 
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BOOK they lofe the field of battle, they are not at a lof& 
pa for magazines and encampments wherever there 


is ground covered with fruits, 

Tues are the only people of the New World, 
who have ventured to try their ftrength with 
the Spaniards in the open field, and who have 
thought of the uie of the fling to lance the itroke 
of death from atar againft the enemy. ‘They are 
fo bold that they will attack the beft fortified 
polts. They fometimes fucceed in thefe violent 
attacks, becaufe they are continually receiving 
fuccours, which prevent them from being fenfible 
of their lofies, If thele be fo confiderable as to 
oblige them to defift, they retire to the diftance 
of a few leagues, and five or fix days after, they 
direa their attacks to another, poft, Thefe bar-~ 
barians never think themfelves beaten unlefs they 
be furrounded. If they can reach a place of 
difficult accefs, they think themfelves conquer- 
ors. The head of a Spaniard, which they carry 
off in triumph, comforts them for the lofs of a 
hundred Indians. 

Somrrimzs hoftilities are forefeen for a confi- 
derable time before, and are concerted with pru- 
dence. Very frequently a drunken fellow wan- 
tonly calls to arms, the alarm ig inftantly {pread, 
a chief is chofen, and war is determined. A, 
certain night is immediately fixed upon, in the 
dead of' which, the time they always chufe for 
the commencement of hoftilities, they fall upon, 
the next village where there are Spaniards, and 
fram thence proceed to others. They murder all 
the inhabitants, except the white women, ve 
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they always take to themfelves. This is the oa 
origin of the many white and fair Tndians that are wom 
to be met with. 

As thefe Americans carry on war without exe 
pence or inconvenience, they haye nothing to 
apprehend from it’s continuance; and it is @ 
conftant rule with them never to fue for peace. 
The pride of Spain muft always condefcend to 
make the firft overtures. When thefe aie fa~ 
, yourably received, a conference is holden. The 
governor of Chili and the Indian General, at- 
tended by the moit diflinguifhed captains on both 
fides, fettle the terms of accommodation, at 4 
convivial meeting, Thefe meetings were for- 
meily holden on the frontiers; but the two laft 
weie in the capital of the colony. ‘The favages 
have even been prevailed upon to keep cone 
ftantly fome deputies there, who are, commif+ 
fioned to maintain harmony betwegn the two nae 
tions. “ ; 

Norwiraaranpiyg the violence and obftinacy  settlemeny 
of fo many engagements, feyeral good fettle~ ihe apes 
ments haye been formed at Chiji, chieQy on the ba 
borders of the ocean, 

Cogyimno, or La Serena, a town buile in 
1544, at the diftance of five or fix hundred toifes 
from the fea, to contain the Indians, and ta 
fecure the communication between Chili and 
Peru, was never a place of importance, It became 
Hill lefs confiderable after having been pillaged 
and burnt by pirates, Notwithftanding the 
fertility of it’s territory, and although plentiful 
tines of she Anelt copper have been difcovered 

at 
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in it’s neighbourhood, it hath never entirely got 
the better of this misfortune. 

Vatparaiso was at firft nothing more than a 
collection of huts, deftined to receive the mers 
chandize coming from Peru, and the provifions 
that were to be fent there. By degrees the 
factors of this trade, which belonged entirely to 
the merchants of the capital, fucceeded in ap~ 
propriating it to themfelves.. Then this wretched 
hamlet, though in a very difagreeable fituation, 
became a flourifhing city. It’s harbour runs @ 
league into the land, «The bottom of it is a 
tenacious and firm kind of mud. At the dif- 


"tance of a thoufand toifes {rom the thore, there 


are fiom thirty-fix to forty fathoms of water, 
and from fifteen to fixteen quite clofe to the 
fhore. In the months of April and May, the 
North winds would expofe the fhips to fome dan- 
ger, if care were not taken to faften their anchors 
ftrongly, The advantage which this port hath 
of being the neareft to the beft plantations, and 
to Saint Yago, may relieve it from the appre- 
henfion of feeing it’s profperity diminith. 

In 1550, the town of La Conception was built 
on an uneven and fandy {oil, a little raifed, upon the 
borders of a bay which is near four leagues in cir- 
cumference, and which hath three ports, one of 
which only is fafe. The town was at firft the 
capital of the colony: but the neighbouring 
Indians fo frequently made themfelves matters of 
it, that, in 1574, it was thought proper to de- 
prive it of this ufeful and honourable diftinction, 
In 160 2 i was again a by an implacable 

enemy. 
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enemy. Since that period it hath received very ® 
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confiderable damages from feveral earthquakes. tmypnmd 


Such, however, is the excellence of it’s terricory, 
thar it ftill retains fome degree of fplendour, 

Ar the diftance of feventy-five leagues from 
Conception Ifand, and {till on the borders of the 
Pacific Ocean, ftands Valdivia, a town more im- 
portant than it is populous, It's harbour and 
fortrefs, which, are confidered as the key of the 
South Sea, were for a long time under the imme-~ 
diate infpection of the Viceroys of Peru. It was 
at length found that this was too diftant a fuper- 
intendence; and the place was incorporated with 
the government of the province. 

No one had yet thought of the iflands of Chi- 
Joe. The good fortune which the Jefuits had 
had, of colleing and civilizing a great number 
of favages in the chief of them, which is fifty 
. leagues long and feven or eight broad, excited 
a defire of fettling in them. In the center are 
the converted Indians. On the eaflern coaft a 
fortification, named Chacao, hath been built, 
where the garrifon neccflary for it’s defence is 
maintained, 

In the inland part of the country is Saint 
Yago, haftily buile in 1541, deftroyed in 1730 
by an earthquake, and immediately after rebuilt, 
in a ftyle fo pleafant, and with fuch convenien- 
cies, as are very rarely found in the New World. 
‘The houfes indeed are low, and conftruéted with 
bricks hardened in the fun: but they are all 
white on the outfide, all painted within, They 

have 
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have all large gardens, and are refrefhed with 
running ftreams. This city reckons forty thous 
fand inhabitants, and the number would be ftill 
greater, were it not for nine convents of monks, 
and feven of nuns, which have been erected there 
‘by fuperftition, 

Amone the number of unfortunate aufpices 
under which the difcovery of the New World 
was made, we muft not forget the importance 
which the prevailing fpirit of fuperftition then 
gave tothe monks; an importance which in fome 
countries hath fince been dconfiderably dimi- 
nithed; which feems to firuggle powerfully 
againft the progrefs of fcience in others; which 
Mill prevails with imperious fway in thofe poifef 
fions that are diftant from Spain, and which 
would yet Jeaye traces as permanent as they are 
fatal, if even they were from this moment 
counteracted by all the authority of the mi- 
niflry. 

Satyr Yaco is the capital of the flate and the 
feat of empire. The commandant there is fubor- 
dinate to the Viceroy of Peru in all matters re- 
Jating to the government, to the finances, and ta 
war: but he is independent of him as chief ad- 
miniftrator of juftice, and prefident of the royal 
audience, Eleven corregidors, diftributed in 
the province, are charged, under his orders, with 
the details of adminittration. 

& RopuLarion of four or five hundred thou-~ 
Sand perfons hath fucceffively been formed in this 
diftri&t, Theye are but few here of thofe unfor- 
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tunate flaves that Africa fupplies; and moft of 8 9 K 
them are devoted to domeftic fervice. ‘ The de~ ~~ — 
feendants of the firft favages, who were fub- 
dued with fo much difficulty by a fet of ferocious 
adventurers, have either taken refuge among in- 
acceffible mountains, or are confounded with their 
conquerors. All che colonifts are confidered and 
treated as Spaniards. ‘The pride of this defcent 
hath noe infpired them with that invincible aver- 
fion for ufefil labours, which is fo univerfal in 
their nation. Moft'of thele healthy, adtive, and 
robuft men, live upon feparate plantations, and 
cultivate, with their own hands, a territory of 
Breater or lefs extent. 
Tury are encouraged in thefe commendable Fertility of 
‘ Chili, ang 
labours, by a fky always pure, and always it's pref 
ferene; by a climate the moft agreeably tem. " 
perate of any in the two hemifpheres; and fill 
more by a foil, the fertility of which aftonithes all 
travellers, Upon this fortunate land, the crops 
“of che vine, of corn, and of the olive, although 
“Httle care hath been taken in the cultivation, are 
four tinhes as much as thofe we obtain in Europey 
with all out induilry, and with all our fkill. None 
of the fruits of the earth have degenerated.’ Seve 
ral of our animals have improved, and the horfes, 
in particular, have acquired a fpeed, and a fpirit, 
“which thofe of Andalufia, from which they de- 
feend, never had. Wature hath carried ber fa~ 
vours ftill farther; in beftowing upon this region 
an excellent kind of copper, which is employed, 
with advantage, in the Old, and in the New 
World. Gold is likewife found here. 
Berone 
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Berorr the year 1750, the treafury had not 


tym received in any year, for it’s twentieth of this 


precious metal, more than 50,220 livres*, At 
this period a mint was eftablifhed in the colony s 
and this innovation was attended with favour- 
able confequences. In 1771, the royal duties 
ainounted to 200,032 livres four fols +; and it 
muft have increafed confiderably fince. The 
alcavala, and the cuftoms, did not produce more 
than 324,000 livres t, and they now bring in 
1,080,000 livres §. Thefe feveral branches of 
revenue are increafed fince 1753, by the exclu- 
five fale of tobacco, 

Accorpincty, Chili is no longer obliged to 
draw any thing from the coffers of Peru for it’s 
public expences. The moft confiderable of 
thefe, is the maintenance of the troops, It 
amounts to 490,125 livers twelve fols |, for the 
pay of a thoufand infantry, of two hundred and 
forty horfe, and of two companies of well affected 
Indians; which, fince 1754, form the eftablith~ 
ment of the country. Ixclufive of thefe forcesy 
which are diftributed in the ifands Juan Fernan- 
dez, and of Chiloe, and in the ports of La Con- 
ception, and of Val Paraifo, upon the frontiers of 


“the Andes, there is in Valdivia, a particular gar- 


rifon of feven hundred and forty-fix foldiers, che 
maintenance of which cofts 655,473 livres twelve 
fols {. Thefe means of defence would be fup« 
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“ported, if neceffary, by a very numerous militia, 
Perhaps, the infantry of thefe forces would make 
but little refiftance, notwithflanding the pains 
that have been lately taken to exercife them: but 
fome exertions might reafonably ‘be expected 
froin the beft horfemen there are, perhaps, on the 
globe, 

Curt hath always had commercial connections 
with the neighbouring Indians on it’s frontiers, 
with Peru, and with Paraguay, 

Tar favages fupply it chiefly with the Pancho. 
This is a woollen ftuff, fometimes white, and 
generally blue, about three ells long, and two in 
breadth, , The head is paffed through a hole 
made in the middle, and it falls down on all the 
parts of the body, Except on occafions of fome 
ceremonies that are very unfrequent, the men 
and women, the common people, and perfons of 
a more elevated rank, ufe no other clothing. Et 
eofts from thirty to one thoufand livres *, ac- 
carding to the degree of it’s finenels, and efpe- 
cially, according to the borders, more or lefs 
elegant, and more or lefg rich, that are added to 
it. Thefe people receive in exchange fmall 
looking-glaffes, toys, and fome other articles of 
little value. Whatever may be their paffion for 
thefe trifles, when they are difplayed before them, 
they would never go out of their forefts and fields 
in fearch of them; it is therefore always neceflary 
that they fhould be carried to them, The mer- 
chant who wifhes to undertake this little trade, 


‘* From il so. to gil. 13% 4d. : 
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29,9 ® applies in the firft inftance to the heads of the 

tempo! families, who are the fole depofitaries of the 
public authority. When he hath obtained per- 
miffion to fell, he goes through the habitations, 
and gives his merchandize indifcriminately to all 
the pe:fons who afk for it. Ilaving finithed this 
bufinefs, he gives notice of his departure, and 
every one who hath purchafed any thing of him, 
brings, without delay, to the village where he 
Hirt made his appearance, the goods agreed for 
bepween them, ‘There hath neyer been any in- 
ftance of difhonefty in this traffic. The merchant 
is. allowed an efcort to affift him in condyding 
the cloths and the cattle he hath received in pay- 
ment, to the frontiers of the country, 

Tr is not from what we find in the midft of 
forefts, but from what we obferve in the center 
of polifhed focieties, that we learn to defpife and 
to miftrufl mankind. If any of our merchants, 
in any one of our fairs, were indifcalminately to 
diftribute his goods, without fecurity for the pay~ 
ment of them, to whomfoever fhould come to 
receive them, is it to be imagined that he would 
ever again fee the people recunn with the price of 
the things they had purchafed? A iavage, word. 
{trained by Jaws, would not be guilty of thofe 
things, which men who are under the influence 
of honour, and the controulof civil and religious 
jaws, would not blufh to commit, to the dif- 
grace of our religion, of our policy; and of out 
motals. 

: Wits? ard -btandy were fold, ‘till the year 
4724, to thelé people, who, like moft other fa- 
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tapes, ate ekceflively fond of them, When 299% 


vut, 


hey were intoxicated they uftd to take up arms, W-yied 


naffacre all the Spaniards they met with, and 
avage the country near theit dwellings: Ik is 
alddm that the corrupter doth not réceite his 
wnifhment from the very perfon he hath cor- 
upted, Frequent inftances of this are feen in 
hildren with refpect to their fathers, who 
ave neglected theit dducation; in Worneh to- 
zardg their hufbands, whofe morals are bad; if 
lavess towards their matters; in fubjects towards 
heir fovereigns, when neglected by thems ina 
ubdued nation towards the ofurpers. ‘We ouf= 
elves have been punifhed for the vices we have 
ransfetred into the other hemifphere; among 
urfelves and among people of the New World; 
vham we have fubdued ; among ourfelves, by 
he multitude of fa€titious wants we have oredted + 
mong them, in a variety of ways, aifd-particu- + 
arly by teaching them the ufe of fpirituous 
iquors, which hath often animated them with 
rtificial fury, which they have turned again&t us, 
n whatever manner we proceed, whether by fue 
erftitien, by patriotifin icfelf, or by fpirituous ; 
iquots, in depriving man of his reafon, it edynot 
1@ done without fatal confequencess Afswedins. 
oxicate him, whatever may be the ‘hatdnm of” 
he intoxication, it will foon go off, orsdt-will be 
toduétive of mifchief, 3" we NA 
Drunxenness, or an habitual excefs in the 
fe of fpirituous liquors, isa coarfe and brutal 
rice, which deprives the mind of it’s vigour, 
nd the body of part of it’s ftrengtl, It is,an 
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infyingement of the Invi: of nature, which forbids» 


fev tan..to-forfeit his... _teafon,; the. only. advantage: 


which. dittinguithes. hina from-other. abimalay: ii 
live on the furface ‘of the globe, - 

Tris: irregularity,. though: always: blarneabla,: 
is pot atially fo. every: die beaaufe: dt: isinoty 
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come more, uncom A ‘wader. the, a iia) 
towards: sthe Pole: ale 

“Ty1s isnot the tafe 3 among" : Goren nations.: 
Thofé of . the, South . nos. beiop, more reftrained: 
than thofe of ‘the North by the magitteates vor by. 
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B90 tained, either by bribery, or by their influences 
ferent that this laft branch of commerce fhould be pro- 


hibited, The communication between the two 
colonies is not carried on by fea; it hath been 
found more expeditious, fafer; and even lef ex- 
penfive, to go by land, though there, are, three 
hundred and fixty-four leagues, froni, St, Jago 
to Buenos Ayres, and that more thah forty 
of thefe are amidft the fiiows and precipices of 
the Cordeleras, ae 

’ jie the gonnedtions, between thefe two eftablith- 
ments fhould be ,nultiplied or, extended, they 
mult be, kepg up by the Streights of, Magellan,,of 
by Cape Horn. It hath, been-hitherto amatrer 
of doubt which of thefe two ways,was the, beft ; 
but the problem feems to be folved by the ob- 


-fervations of the laft navigators. They almoft 


generally prefer the Streights, on account of a 
quantity of frefh water, wood, fith, thell fith; 
and the infinite number of plants, fpecific reme- 
dies againft the feurvy, that are to be found 
there, , But this preference can only take place 
from September to March, that is to fay, In the 
fammer months. Dunbg the,, thors, days, of 
winter, it would be neceffary to fail oily for a 
few hours, or to braye, in a.chinnel moft com- 
monly barrow, ihe violence of ‘the winds, the 
rapidity of the currents, and the impetuofity of 
of, the waves, with an almoft imoral certainty of 
% ing, thipwrecked. Tn this feafon of the year, 
cs en fed, and confequently the doubling of 
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A ndmuzk of combinations, palpably abfurd, 3° 0 K 


have donftantly deprived Chili of every imme- 
diate conneélion with Spain, ‘The little mer 
- ohatidize of our hemifphere which this country 
gould confume, came to it from Peru, which 
received them itfelf with difficulty, and ata great 
expence, by the road of Panama, The fate of 
Chili was not even changed, when the failing by 
Capé Horn was fubftituted to that which was 
practifed by the ifthmus of Darien; and it was 


mn’ dame 


not ’til] very Jate, that the fhips which ufed to 


¢oaft this country in their way to Lima, were 
permicted to leave fome finall portion of theit 
cargoes, Atlength, a more agreeable profpect 
hath opened itfelf to this beautiful country. Since 
the month of February 1778, all the ports of 
the mother country aré allowed to trade sheie at” 
pleafure + This» fortunate ‘adoprionwof ich enti 
priticlpless of dominedget ‘mult -be. aozhdedAiich 
tid ghedtett fucdte (ay and this inhovacion will. have 
the fame inflyente over Paraguay, : 

Tus is an immente region, bounded on the 
north by Peru and the Brazils; on the fouth by 
the country bordering on the Streigtits of Ma- 
gellan; on the eaft by the Brazils; and*on the 
wéft by Chili and Perv, i 
* “Tae Paraguay derives it’s name from a large 
river "which all’ geographers have fuppoled ta 
proceed from the lake Xatayes. The Spanith 
and Porrugueze commiffioners, appointed in 
4751 to regulate the: limits of the two empires, 
were tnuch furprized to: meet each other at the 
origin of this river, without having perceived 

this 
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cia x this matfs.of waters, which, was faid-to be ‘ins 


 menfe, -They afcercained, that what :had. bear: 
before taken fora prodigious lake; was nothing” 
more than a very lof portion of land, covered,’ 
from the fixteenth to the nineteenth degree of 
Tatitude; i jn the rainy: -feafon, iby the ovérflowings 
of 'the’river. Since that period, iit-is known 
that the *Payaguay riyer'takes- ifs: rife in’ the Aac. 
countty called Campo des Paracis;in the thirteenth, 
degree of foythern' latitudes’ ‘and: that towards. 
the eighteenth degree, it communicates by: fome 
very narrdy ‘channels, with: tHO, great, takes i in 
the. countty-of the Ghiquitos.: +). :: 
“Berogpithe-arrival of the Spaniards, ure im: 
inenfé’ cotitry“!contained:ia “great numberof 
nations, matt of them confifting of a few families!; 
Their manners’ mutt chave-been ‘the fame 3: and. if 
there had'been ary-diffexence: ini their chavacters,: 
it wouldnot ‘havebeen’ perceived: by: the {tupid 
adventurers, who-had firle:fhed the blood sf: this 
pire of tlie NewrWorldyioF hele: people. lived: 
pon hundlhe,2 fthingyimiidefuits, honey,, while 
was commonly fousdeiat the foréltsy i $0! 
that grew: fpontanéous,! “Wi } - 
ing greater plenty of woodjithey: “pe: petually 
bao ssl ene eae tal, -aaorbiat. “As the 
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dials’ united: ‘under ‘th : 
“their own: ‘choices 

‘ ~wete more: or lefs. numerous, in: proportion to 
the:reputation: and blll of the chief vere as 
‘eal ly:diffulved.as ‘formed. Las 

Tee <difcovery : of .the- siver: Pariarhay: ‘was 
sale if -151g,. bys Diaz de Solis, a noted, pilor 
of -Caftile;. Ele ‘and imott: of his..men: were. mafs 
‘facred:by: the natives, who, to. avoid being en. 
faved, fome } alge dfter slip Heltrgyed the’ Porte 
ileze of Brazil. 

‘THE ‘two: ‘val? ‘nations,.! fewally esa be 
‘thefe calamities, gave up: ‘alt thoughts of Paraguay. 
and turned ; theiv: avaricious. views towards. ano~ 
ther place. The Spaniards: scoieneally. genie 
thereinrg26.. i oh henan 

Sspasrraw CAzo7; who itn! 149 of ‘had nasil, the 
difeovery'of. ‘Newfoundland forthe avown.of Eng 

ig that kingdom, (vas; too, much taken 
aip' wi anelbic affdirs:to ithinkiof makingfet~ 
tlenientsin'a: new wofldy: offsred ‘his. fetvices’ to 
Caltile, “where his Hs east pelea? ‘hign: be Posi 
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¥ for a longer voyage, or whether, which is more 


telyemw prabable, his men began ta be mutingus, he 


flopped there, He even failed up the river, gave 
it the name of La Plata, becaufe among the 
fpoils of a few Indians, inhumanly put to death, 
fome ornaments of gold and filyer had been 
found, and built a kind of fortrefs at the entrance 
of the river Rioteceto, which comes down fiom 
the mountains of Tucuman. The oppofition ibe 
met with from, the inhabitants of the country, 
made him judge, that in order ro farm a folid 
eftablifhment, other means were wanting fupe- 
rior to thofe he “hads and, in 1530, he went to 
Spain in ofder to folicit them, ‘Thole of his 
companions whom he had eft in the colony, were 
moft of them maffacred, and the few who efcaped 
from the arrows of the enemy foon followed 
him, 

Some more confiderable forces, led by Men 
doza, appeared on the river in 1535, and laid 
the foundations of Buenos-Ayres. ‘They were 
foon reduced to the neceffity of peyifhing with 
hunger within their pallifades, or of, devoting 
themfelves,ta certain death, if they yentured to 
fo out of them in order to procure fubfiftence. 
A rewun into Europe Teemed to be the only way 
‘of relief from fo defperate a fituation: but thg 
Spaniards had perfuaded themfelves that the in- 
jand countries abounded in mines: and this pre- 
jidice induced them to peifevere, They aban- 
dbnéd a“place where they could no Jonger rey 
main, agd’weng to found, in 1536, a colony of 
the ifland’ éf Aliinptiop, three hundred leagues 

i up 


IN THE BAST AND WEST INDIES. by 


up the country, but ftill’on the banks of the # 9,0 # 
fame river, By this change, they evidently res —~— 
moved furcher from the affitance of the mo- 
therappuntry, but they imagined it brought them 

pngarer the fource of riches ; and their avidity was 

flill greater than their forefight. 

Tey were {till however reduced to the necef= 
fity of perithing, unlefs they could fucceed in 
diminifhing the extreme antipathy the favages 
bore-them, The marriage of the Spaniards with 
the Indian women, appeared calculated to effeét 
this great changes and it was accordingly refolved 
upon, From the union of two fuch different 
nations, fprang the race of the Meftees, which, in 
procefs of time, became fo common in South 
America, Thus it is the fate of the Spaniards, 
in all parts of the world, to be a mixed trace. 
The blood of the Moors {till floyws,in sheiriveins 
in Europe; and chat.of thefatages, ih the other 
Flemifphere,. Perhaps; this thixture may be of 
advatitage, if it be a' fact that men, as well as 

‘animals, are improved by crofling the breed, 
It, were indeed to be wifhed; that the various 
races of mankind were loft in one, that there 
might be an end of thofe national antipathies, 
which,only ferve to perpetuate the calamities of 
waryand, all othe feveral paffions chat deftray the , 
human fpecies. But difcord feemsg to arife of 
itfelf between brochers; can it therefore be ex 
pected that all*mankind fhatld become one fa~ 
mily} the children of which fprung, as it were, 
from the fame camman parent, fhould no longer 
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thirft after each other’s blood? For is not this 


team fatal thirft excited and maintained by that of 


gold? 

Iv was this fhameful paffion, which kept up 
the cruelty of the Spaniards, even after the con-~ 
nections they had formed They feemed to 
punifh the Indians for their own obftinaty' in 
fearching for gold where there was none. Seve~ 
tal fhips, which were bringing them troops and 
ammunition, were loft, with all they had on 
board, by venturing too far up the river; but 
even this circumftance could ndt prevent them 
from obftinately perfifting in ‘their avaritious 
views, though they had fo-long been difappointed 
in them; "till they were compelled, by repeated 
orders from the mother-ceuntry, to re-eftablifh 
Buenos-Ayrea. ‘ 

, Turs neceffary undertaking was now become 
eafy, Thé Spaniards, who had multiplied in 
Paraguay, were ftrong enough to reftrain or 
deftroy the nations thar might oppofe them. 
Accordingly, as ic had been expected, they met 
with litte difficulty. Juan Ortiz de Zarate exe~ 
cuted the plan ia’ 1g8a,1 and rebuilr Buenos. 
Ayres upan the fame {pdt which had been for~ 
taken for forty years. Some of the petey nations 
in- the neighbourhood, fubinitted to thet yoke. 
Ehofe which were more attached to their liberty, 
went.to a greater diflance, with a view of res 
moving full further, i proportion as their op- 
pieffors fhould extend their eftablihmentss Mo& 
of ther atlaft took refuge in Chaco. we 
Tas 
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THis country, which is two hundred and fifty 
leagues in length, and one hundred and fifty in 
breadth, is reckoned one of the beft in America ; 
and itis thought to be peopled with one hundred 
thoufand favages. They form, as in other parts. 
of the New World, a great number of nationg,: 
forty-fix or forty-feven of which are very imper' 
featly know’n, 

Tus region -is traverfed by feveral rivers. 
The Pilcomayo, more confiderable than all the 
reft, iffues from the province of Charcas, and 
divides into two branches, feventy leagues before 
ig empties itfelf into the Rio de Ja Plata, The 
courfe of this river appeared to be the moft cons 
venient way of eftablithing fettled connedtions 
between Paraguay and Peru. It was net, how~ 
ever, ‘till 1702, that an attempt was made to 
fail up it. The people who dwelt upon the 
banks, underftood very well that - they fhowld’ 
fooner or later be enflaved, jf the expedition were 
duccefsful; and they prevented this misfortune 
by maffacting all the Spaniaids who were engaged 
in it, , 

Nuwereen yeats after, the Jefuits refumed this 
grand project: but when they had advanced 
three hundred and fifty leagues, they were forced. 
to put back, becaufe they were in want of water 
tg continue thejy voyage. They were blamed, 
for having undertaken it in the months of Sep- 
tember, October, and November, which, in 
thefe countries, are the dry feafons; and there is 
no doubt but that the enterprize would be fuc~ 
cefsful in the other feafons of the year, 
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Tats road of communication mutt either have 
appeared lefs advantageous, or muft have pre~ 
fented greater difficulties than were at firft con- 
ceived, fince no atternpt hath fince been made to 
open it. The government, however, have not 
entirely given up their antient proje€t of Ibb- 
duing thefe people. After incredible fatigues, 
and which were for a long time ufelefs, fome 
miffionaries have at length fucceeded in fixing 
three thoufand of thefe wanderers, in fourteen 
villages, feven of which are fituated on the fron~ 
tiers of Tucuman, four on the fide of Santa 
Cruz de Ja Sierra, two” towards Taixa, and 
only one in the neighbourhood of -Affumption 
Taand. 

_ Norwirasraxpinc the frequent incurfions 
of the inhabitants of Chaco, and the fury of fome 
other lefs numerous colonies, Spain hath fuc- 
ceeded in forming three great provinces in this 
diftri&. That which is called Tucuman, is evens 
well watered, and wholefome. The cotton and 
the corn that is confumed in the country, is cul- 
tivated there with the greateft fuccefs; and fohi¢ 
éxperiments have thew’n; that indigo! and.the 
other productions peculiar to the New World, 

‘ould thrive there as well as in any of the fettle~ 
ments which they have enriched for fo long a 
time. The foretts are all Alled with honey; and 
there are not, perhaps, better pafturages on the 
face-of the globe. Moft of the woods are ‘of a 
fupetior kind, There is one tree in particilar, 
know’n- by the name of Quebracho, which is 
faid to be-nearly as hard, as weighty, and as 
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durable as the beft marble, and,whichy on account ® 9,0 
of the difficulty of conveyance, is fold at Potoli typo 
for as much as ten thoufand livres *. :.That, por~ 
tion of the Andes which ia in this, diftrit is 
abgunding ia gold and coppet, and fome mines 
have been already opened there, : 
Bur ic would require an infinite number: of 
hands, to excra&t from chis immentfe territory the 
riches it contains. Notwithftanding this, the per~ 
fons who give the moft favourable accounts of it’s 
population do not reckon it,to amount to more 
than one hundred thoufand inhabitants, Spaniards, | 
Indians, and Negroes, They are collected in” 
feven villages, of which Saint Yago del Eftero is 
the principal, or are diftributed upon fcattered 
domains, fome of which have more than twelve 
leagues in extent, and reckon ag far as forty 
thoufand horned cattle, and fix choufand horfes, 
without ipcluding other herds of animals of lefs 
- importance, 

Tar province which is particularly called Pa- 
faguay, is much too damp, on account of the 
forefts, lakes, and rivers, with which it is co-= 
vered, Accordingly, exclufive of the celebrated 
miffions of the fame name which belong to it, it is 
not. computed to contain more chan fifty-fix thou- 
fand inhabitants, Fotr hundred only are at Af- 
fumption, thg;eapital ; two other villages, which 
alfo bear the names of towns, have ftill a lefs 
number, -Fourteen colonies, governed upon the 
fame principle as thofe of the Guaranis, contain 
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BOOR fix thouland Indians. All the reft live in the 


von 


1 eountry places, where they cultivate tobacco, ~ 


cotton, and fugar, which are fent, with the herb 
of Paraguay, to Buenos-Ayres, from whence 
fome mercantile articles brought from Europe are 
received in exchange.’ 

Tus country was always expofed to the ¢x- 
curfions of the Portuguefe on the eaftern fide, and 
to thofe of the favages on the north and on the. 
welt, It was neceffary to adopt fome mode of 
driving back enemies that were moftly impla- 
cable, “Forts were conftruéted ; lands’ were appro- 
‘priated to the maintenance of them; and every 
citizen bound himfelf to defend them for 4 weels 
in evety month, Theft arrangements, anciently 
made, flill fubfift. If, however, this fervice fhould 
be dilagreeablé to any one, or thould interfere 
witli his s bifinets, he may be freed from it by pay~ 
ing from 60-to 100 livies*, according to his 
fortune. 

Tar pare which at prefent conftitutes the pro- 
vince of Buenos-Ayres, was originally part of 
that of Paragvay. It was not feparated from it 
(il s62r, and ic remained for a long time in the 
greateft obfewity, A fraudulent trade, which, 
after the peace of Utrecht, was opened with i¢ 
by the fettlements of the Portuguefe at Saint Sa- 
crament, and which enabled it to ‘form fixed 
connedtions with Chili and Peru, imparted to tt 
fome aétivity; The misfortune that happened to 
the’ fquadron under Pizarro, who in 1740 wad 
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commifMfioned to protec the SouthSea againtt the 
forces of Great Britain, increafed it’s population, 
and attivity. They both receivedian.addition of 
extenfign from, thole enterprifigg men who fettled 
ig this country, when the courts of Madrid and 
of Lifbon undertook to, fix the too uncertain 
Himits of their territory. At length, the war car+ 
tjed on in 1776, between thefe two powers, with 
troops fent from Europe, contributed to give {tilt 
greater folidity to the colony, 

Ar prelent, the two banks of the river, fiom 
the ocean to Buenos-Ayres, and from Buenos- 
Ayres to Santa-Fé, are either covered with nu~ 
merous flocks, or tolerably well cultivated, Coin, 
maize, fruits, and pulfe, every thing, in a word, 
which fupplies the ordinary wants of life, excepe 
wing and wood, grows there. in great abundance. 

Buenos-Aynus, the capital of the colony, unites 
many advantages. ‘The fituation is healrhysand 
pleafant, and the air temperate. . It is regulaily 
built, Ic’s ftreets are wide, and compofed of 
houfés that are extremely low, but all of them 
are embellithed with a garden of greater or Jefs 
extent, The public and private buildings, which 
fifty years ago were all made of earth, are mors 
folid, and commodious, fince the natives have 
learged the arc of making brick and Jime. The 
number of inhabitants amounts to thirty chou- 
fand. One fide of the town is defended by g fort« 
refs, with a garrifon of fix on fevep hungied men: 
and che reft is finrounded by the river, Two 
thoufand nine hundred and forty-three militias 
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BO. a K Spaniards, Indians, Negroes, and free Mulattosss 
eur are always ready to join the regulars, 


Tue town ftands fixty leagues from the fea. 
The fhips get to it by failing up a river that 
wants depth, is full of iflands, fhoals, and rocks, 
and where ftorms are more frequent and more 
dreadful than on the ocean. Lt is neceffary'to 
anchor every night on the fpot they come to; and: 
on the mofi moderate days, a pilot muft go be~ 
fore in a boat to found the way for the thip. 
After having furmounted thefe difficulties, the 
Ships are obliged to op at the diftance of three 
leagues from the town, to put their goods on 
board fome light veffels, and to go to refit; and 
to wait for their cargoes, at Incenada de Barras. 
gan, fituated feven or eight leagues below. > 

Tuis is a kind of village, formed by fome huts 
built with rufhes, covered with hides, and feat. 
tered about without order. Neither magazines 
nor fubfiftence are to be found there; and the 
place is inhabited only by a few indolent men, from 
whom fcarce any fervice is to be expected, The 
mouth of 4 river, which is from five to fix thou- 
fand toifes broad, ferves it for aharbour, No ships 
that draw above twelve feet of water can enter it, 
Veffels that require more depth are obliged to 
take reftige behind a neighbouring point, where 
the anchorage, fortunately, is more inconvenient 
than dangerous. 

Tus infuficiency of this afylum occafioned, in 
1726, the town of Montevideo to be built forty 
aragics below Buenos-Ayres, and upon a bay 

which 
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which is two leapues in depth. It is defended on ® ae 


the fide of the land by a well-conftiutted cita- 
del; and proteled on the fide of the river by 
batteries judicioufly pla-ed. Unfortunately, thee 
aré not more than four or five fathonis of water, 
and the veffels are obliged to 1un aground. This 
is no great inconvenience for the merchantmeny 
but the men of war perith fpeedily upon this 
mud, and are eafily warped. Some experienced 
navigators, on whom nature hath beftowed a 
fpirit of obfervation, have obferved, that with 
little labour and expence, one of the fineft har~ 
bours in the world might have been conflrudted 
in the neighbourhood, on the 1iver Saint Lucia. 
In order to effedl this, the only thing neceffary 
was to dig away the bank of fand which renders 
the entrance of it difficulte The court of Madrid 
will fooner or later be obliged to adopt this plan s 
fince Maldonado, which was, their ovly hope; is 
at prefent acknowleged to be one of the warft 
harbours in the world. 

Tue richeft produce that comes from the three 
provinces, is the herb of Paraguay, It is the 
leaf of a middle-fized tree, which hath not been 
defcribed or obferved by any botanift, The tate 
is fimilar to that of mallows, and in fhape it re- 
fembles an orange tree. It is divided into three 
forts. The firft, called caacuys, is the bud when 
ir jufl begins to unfold it’s leaves. This is far fu- 
perior to the other two, but will not keep fo 
long, and it is therefore difficult to export it to 
any diftance, The next, which is called caamint, 
is the full grown leaf ftripped of it’s talks. If 
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B one K thefe be left on, it is called caaguaza, which is the 


Ley third fort, The leaves are firfl roafted, and then 
kept in pits digged in the ground, and covered 
with bulls hides. 

Tue mountains of Maracayu, at the eaft fide 
of Paraguay, furnifh the herb that is moft 
efteemed. The tree which produces it grows in 
the marfhy vallies that lie between the hills, The 
city of Afumption fir bioughe this produdion, 
which was the delight of the favages, into re- 
pute. The exportation of it procured confider- 
able riches to the town. But this advantage was 
not of long continuance, for all the Indians of 
that diftrict were foon loft in the lang voyage 
they were obliged to take. ‘The whole country 
became a defart for forty leagues round the city, 
and the inhabitants were obliged to give up this 
uade, which was the only fource of their wealth. 

To this firft mart fucceeded that of Villa Rica, 
which was nearer to the production by thirty-fix 
leagues. This alfo foon came to nothing, for the 
fame reafon as had occafioned the fall of that to 
which it had fucceeded. 


Ar length, in the beginning of the century, 
Cunuguati was built, at the diftance of a hundred 
leagues from Affumption, and at the foot of the 
mountains of Maracayu. It is at prefent the 
great market for the heib of Paraguay; but a 
scompetition hath lately rifen up againg it, from 
a quarter where there was no reafon to expect one. 

Taz Guaranis, who at firft gathered the herb 
only i in fufficient quantity for their own confump« 
tion, colle&ted it, in procefs of time, for fale. 

This 
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This employment, and the length of the voyage, 
kept them abfent from their colonies for a con~ 
fiderable part of the year. During this interval, 
they were all deprived of inftruétion. Many of 
them perifhed by change of air and fatigue. 
Some grew weary of this laborious employment, 
and retired into the woods, where they ,refymed 
their former way of life. Befides, the miffions, 
deprived of their defenders, were expofed to the 
inroads of the enemy. Thefe evils were too nu- 
merous. To obviate them, the Jefuits procyred 
feeds from Maracayu, and fowed thend in thofe 
parts of the land that wee moft analagous to the 
foil they were browght from. They grew up very 
rapidly, and have not degenerated, at leat in 
any fenfible degree. 

Te produce of thefe plantations, added to that 
which grows fpontaneoully, is very confiderable. 
Part of this remains in the three pravinges. Chili 
and Peru confume annually twenty-five thoufand 
quintals of it, which coft them near two millions 
of livres *, 

Tuts herb, which the Spaniards and other in« 
habitants of South America take fo much delight 
in, and to which they atcribute fo many virtues, 
is in general ufe through this part of the New 
World, Ie is dried and reduced almoft to pow~ 
der, then.put into a cup with fugar, lemon-juice, 
and fweet-fcented patte ; ‘boiling water is after~ 
wards throw’n upon it, and it is drunk off di~ 
rectly, before it hath time to turn black. 


* 23,533 1. 6a, 8d, 
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Tae herb of Paraguay is of no confequence to 
Europe, which doth not confume any of it; nor 
do we intereft ourfelves more about the trade, 
which this diftriét carries on with the other re- 
gions of the New World, in excellent mules. 

Tars ufeful animal is generally multiplied upon 
the territory of Buenos-Ayies. The inhabitants 
of the Tuctiman carry there woods for building, 
and wax, which they exchange every year for 
fixty thoufand mules of two years old, which for- 


amerly coft no more than three livres * each, buc 


which now coft from eight to tent. They are 
kept fourteen months in the paftures of Cordova, 
eight in thofe of Salta, and are conduéted through 
roads of fix, feven, and nine hundred leagues, by 
herds of fifteen hundred or two thoufand, into 
Peiu, where they are fold near Oruro, Cufco, and 
Guanca-Velica, at the rate of feyenty or a hun- 
dred livres {., according to the greater or lef dif- 
tance they come from. 

Brstnz this, the Tucuman furnifhes to Potofi 
fixteen or eighteen thoufand oxen, and four or 
five thoufand horfes, brought forth and reared 
upon it’s own territory. ‘This diftri& would fup- 
ply twenty times as much of both, if it were pof- 
fible to find a mart for them, 

Ir will perhaps be a matter of more confe: 
quence to our merchants, to know the route the 
cargoes take, which they fend into this part of 
this hemifphere. . ; 


* as, 6d, + From 65, 8d. to 8s. ad, 
t From zl, 18s, 4d, to 4h ge 4d, 
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Tare is feldom any connection between the 
villages feattered over this region, at a great dif- 
tance from each other. Befide that it could not 
be kept up without great fatigue and much dan- 
ger, it would be of little ufé to men who have 
not any thing, or who have fearce any thing, to 
offer or to require. Buenos-Ayres alone was 
much jnterefted in finding a vent for the mer- 
chandize it received from Europe, fometimes 
openly, and fometimes fraudulently ; and it at 
laft fucceeded in opening a toleiably regular 
trade with Chili and with Peru. Originally the 
caravans, which cartied on this traffic, had recourfe 
to the ufe of the needle to conduct them through 
the vatt deferts they were obliged to traverfe ; but 
in procefs of time they have travelled without 
this inftrument, which is fo neceffary for other 
purpofes of much grearer importance, 

Ar prefent, carriages fet out from Buenos. 
Ayres for their refpective deftinations, Several 
of them go together, in order to be able to refift 
the favage nations which attack them on their 
march, They are all draw’n by four oxen, carry 
fifty quintals, and travel feven leagues a day, 
Thofe which take the route of Peru ftop at Ju« 
gey, after having gone over four hundred and 
fixty-feven leagues ; and thofe which are deftined 
for Chili have no more than two hundred and 
fixtv-four to go over to reach Mendoza, The 
firft receive four piaflres, or twenty-one livres 
eight fols * per quinral; and the fecond a price 
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proportioned to the {pace they havé travelled 
over. °Fhefe carriages are always followed: by. ; 
a herd of woolly and horned-cattle, The tr avel~ 
lers who are tired or fatigued with the carriage 
ride upon ‘the horfes ; the oxen’ ferye both for 
food, and alfo for change i in the harne(ss 

Tue year 1764 was the fortunate period ot an~ 
other uféful : inftitution. The miniftry had at 
length ‘determined to difpatch, eyery two months, 
frorti Corunna, 2 packet boat for Buénos- Ayrés. 
This was a ‘ftaple’ from which it-was neceffary to 
feiid the letgers and paffengets into all the Spanith 
poffeltions inthe South Sea.” ‘The paflage wag 
hine hundred and forty=fix leagues to: Lima,” anid 
three Aundred and Gxty-four' to St: ¥ago 5 ‘and 
a part ‘of this vat {pacé. was occupied by im 
thenfe deferts. An active and intelligent rhatl 
contrived, however; to eftablith a regulat poft 
from’ the ‘eapital of Paraguay, to the capitals of: 
Pera and Chili, to the great advantage: of the 
ihree colonies; and confequently of the morher- 
eouritry: 

Panaovay fends fevetal articles of greatet oF 
lefs iniportance to Spain’; but they have all been 
brought ‘theté from neighbouring diftridts.: The 
only thing it furnifhes from it’s own territory is 
hides.” 

Was the Spaniards forlook Buenos-Ayres jx 
tder to go up the river again they’ left 







Yn t ghbouring fitlds fome horned- cattle, 
which they had broyghe “over from. their own 


country. - They ‘multiplied. to fuch’a ‘degree, that 
when ‘the town was re-eftablithed, no one chofe to 
appropriate 
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2gt 
appropriate them, It was.afterwards found uleful ® 5.0% 


to knock ‘them on the head, inorder to fell their weyrw 


hides in.Europe.. The manner of one: this vis 
remarkable, 


A wumaer of huntfen on horfeback repait.to. 


fuch places as are moftly frequented by the wild 
bulls. Each huntfman purfues the bull he fixes 


upon, and hamftrings him.with a fharp iron cut | 


in the fhape ofa crefcent; and faftened to a long 


handle,» When the animal falls down, the huntf 
man attacks others, and difables them in the fame’ 


‘manner, After fome days {pent in this violent 
exercife, the huntfmen return in {earch of the 
bulls they have difabled, which they flay, carry 
away the hides, and fometimes the tongues and 
the fat: the reft they leave.to be: devoured by 
wild dogs or-vultures.. 
‘oTue price of hides was fo low. at. firft, that 
iby coft no- more: than: two livres.*.; though'the 
buyers: refufed thofe that had the leaft defect, 
becaufe ‘they were fubje& to the: fame tax. as 
others that.were in the beft condition, In procefs 
of time, the number of them diminifhed. fo 
much, that it. was neceffary ta. give. forty-three 
livres four fols + for the latge- ones ; thirty-feven 
‘livres fixteen fols t. for thafe.of. an-intermediate 
fize and. thirty-two livres eight fols- § for the 


{mall ones... The government, which faw wich 


regtet this branch of commerce gradually reduced 
to. nothing, forbade: the killing of the young 
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bulls. Some aétive inhabitants collected a great 


ene number of heifers in immenfe parks; and fince 
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thefe innovations have been made, the hides, 
which have all the hair on, and which weigh 
from twenly to fifty pounds, have been lowered 
about a third in their price. They all pay elerea 
livres * to government, 

From 1748 to 1753, Spain received dials 
from this colony 8,752,065 livres}. The gold 
that made part of this {um amounted to 1,524,706 
livres {5 the filver, to 3,780,000 livres §3; and 
the productions to 3,447,360 livres]. The laft 
article was compofed of three hundred quintals of 
Vicuna wool, which produced 207,360 livres { ; 
and of one hundred and fifty thoufand hides, which 
brought 3,240,000 livres**, All this was for 
the benefit of trade, and none of it belonged to 
the government, 

Tuz mother-country will foan receive from 
this region other articles of value; both becaufé 
the colony of Saint Sacrament, through which 
the riches ufed to flow, is now taken out of the 
hands of the Portugueze, and becaufe the Para. 
guay hath acquired a ftate of greater importy 
ance than that which it enjoyed, 

Tue immenfe empire which Caftile had founded 
in South America, was for a long time fubordi~ 
nate to one fingle chief. The parts that were 
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diftant from the center of authority, were then 
neceffarily abandoned to the caprices, the inex- 
perience, and the rapacity of a multitude of 
fubaltern tyrants. No Spaniard, and no Indian, 
was mad enough to travel thoufands of miles in 
order to lay olaitn to juttice, which he waa almoft 
certain of not obtaining. The force of habit, 
which fo often ftifles the voice of reafon, and 
which governs ftates with ftill more abfolute fway 
than it does individuals, prevented men from 
difcerning the true caufe of fo many calamities. 
Ac length the confufion became fo general, thac 
what is called the New Kingdom of Granada 
was detached, in 1718, from this enormous ex~ 
tent of dominion. It ftill remained much too 
confiderable; and the miniftry have again con- 
fined it, in 1766, by forming of part of the diocefe 
of Cufco, of the whole of that of La Paz, of the 
Archbifhopric of La Plata, of the provinces of 
Santa Cruz de la Sierra, of Cuyo, of Tucuman, 
and of Paraguay, another viceroyalty; the feat 
of which is at Buenos-Ayres. ‘The government 
will, undoubtedly, foon regulate the defliny of 
thefe fingular miffions, which have been ren« 
fered equally celebrated by the praifes of their 
panegyrilts, as by the fatires of their detractors, 
_ America had been laid wafte during the courte 
of a century, when the Jefuits conveyed there 
that indefatigable adtivicy, which, from their 
firft origin, had made them fo fingulaily remark- 
.able, ‘Thefe enterprizing men could not recall 
from the tomb, the too numerous viétims which 
had been unfortunarely plunged into it by a blind 
6 ferocioufnels ; 
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BOO ferocioufnefs; they could not drag out of the 
VIL toe . 
Lump! bowels of the earth, the timid Indians whom the 


avarice of the conquerors obliged daily to de- 
feend there. ‘Their tender anxiety was turned 
towards the favages, whom a wandering life had, 
"rill then, preferved from the fword and from ty- 
yanny. ‘The plan was to draw them out of their 
forefts and to collect them into a national body, 
but at a diftance from the places inhabited by the 
oppreffors of the New Hemifphere. ‘Thefe views 
were crowned with more or lefs fuccefs, in Cali- 
fornia, among the Moxos, among the Chiquitos, 
upon the river Amazon, and in fome other coun- 
tries. Neverthelefs, none of their inftitutions 
acquired fo great a degree of fplendour as chat 
which was formed at Paraguay; becaufe it had 
for it’s bafis the maxims followed by the Incas in 
the government of their empire, and in their con~ 
quetts. : 
Tat defendants of Manco Capac, ufed to 
march to their frontiers with armies, which ac 
leaft knew how to obey, to fight, and to intrench 
themfelves; and who, together with betrer 
offenfive weapons than thofe of the favages, had 
alfo thields and defenfive weapons, which their 
enemies had not. They propofed to the nation 
which they wanted to unite to their government, 
té embrace their religion, laws, and manners, 
Thefe invitations were moft commonly rejected, 
Fréth deputies were fent, who urged thefe mat- 
ters more ftrenuoufly than the former. Some-: 
times they were murdered; and the favages fell 
fuddetily upon thofe whom they reprefented. The 
troops 
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troops that were attacked, had generally the ad~ ® ae K 
vantage; but they fufpended the fight the inflant WH - 


they had galned the viGtory; and treated theit 

rifoners fo kindly, that they afterwards infpired 
their companions with an affection for a con- 
queror fo humane, A Peruyian army feldom 
began the attack, and the Inca hath often been 
know’n to forbear hoftilities, even after he had 
experienced the perfidy of the barbarians, and fe- 
yeral of his foldiers had been murdered. 

Tue Jefuits, who had no army, confined them- 
felves to the arts of perfuafion. They penetrated 
into the forefts in fearch of the favages, and pre-~ 
yailed upon them to renounce their old cufloms 
and prejudices, to embrace a religion which they 
did not comprehend, and to enjoy the fweets of 
fociety, to which they were before ftrangers. 

‘Tus Incag had arigther advantage over the Je~ 
' fuits, which was the nature of their religion, 
calculated to ftriké the fenfes, It is a more 
enfy thatter to perfuade men to worthip the fun, 
which feems to announce it’s own divinity to 
miortals, than to adore an invifible God, and to 
believe doétrines and myfteries which they can- 
hot comprehend. Accordingly, the miffionaries 
iad the prudence to civilize the favages in fome 
meafure, before they attempted to convert them, 
‘They did not pretend to make them Chriftians, 
*till they had made them men, As foon as they 
had got them together, they began to procure 
them every advantage they had promifed them, 
and induced them to embrace Chriltianicy, when, 
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by making them happy, they had contributed to 
render them tractable. 

Turvy imitated the example of the Incas in the 
divifion of the lands into three fhares; for reli- 
gious purpofes, for the public, and for indivi- 
duals; they encouraged working for orphans, old 
people and foldiers ; they rewarded great actions; 
they infpected or cenfured the morals of the peo- 
ple; they practifed aéts of benevolence; they 
eftablithed feftivals, and intermixed them with’ 
Jaborious employments; ‘they appointed military 
exercifes, kept up a fpirit of fubordination, in- 
vented prefervatives againtt idlenefs, and infpired 
them with refpeét for religion and virtue: in a 
word, whatever was valuable in the legiflation of 
the Incas, was adopted, or even improved upon 
at Paraguay. 

Tue Incas and the Jefuits had alike eftablifhed 
fuch a fyftem of 1egularity and order, as pre- 
vented the commiffion of crimes, and removed 
the neceffity of punifhment. There was hardly 
foch a thing.as a delinquent in Paraguay. The 
morals of the people were good, and were main- 
tained in this ftate of purity by ftill milder me- 
thods than had been made ufe of in Peru. The 
Jaws had been fevere in that empire; they were 
not fo among the Guaranis. Punithments were 
mot dreaded there, and men feared nothing «but 
the reproach of their own confcience, 

Arrre the example of the Incas, the Jefuits 
had eftablithed the theocratical government, with 
an additional advantage peculiar co the Chriftian 

religion, 
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which, in Paraguay, brought the guilty perfor tmmyanes 


to the feet of the magiftrate. «There, far from 
palliating his crime, remorfe made him rather 
agpravate ir;-and inftead of endeavouring to, 
elude his punifhment, he implored it on his 
knees. The more public and fevere it was, the 
more did it contribute ta quiet his confcience. 
By thefe means, punifhment, which in all other 
places is the terror of the guilty, was here con- 
fidered as a fource of confolation to them, as it 
ftifled the pangs of remorfe by the expiation of 
the guile. The people of Paraguay had no civil 
Jaws, becaufe they knew of no property; nor had 
they any criminal ones, becaufe every one was 
his own accufer, and voluntarily fubmitted to 
punithment: their only laws were the precepts of, 
religion. Theocracy would be the moft. excal~ 
lene:of all governments, if it were poffible to 
preferve it in it’s purity; but to effect this, ic 
would. be neceffary that religion fhould teach 
nothing but the duties of fociety; that ic fhould 
confider nothing as a crime but what violates the 
natural rights of mankind ; that it’s precepts 
fhould nog fubfitute prayers in lieu of labour, 
vainrceremonies inftead of works of charity, or 
imaginary {cruples to juft remorfe, This was 
not entirely the cafe at Paraguay. The Spanifh 
miffionaries had brought along with them too 
many of their monaftic notions and practices, 
Perhaps, however, fo much good had never been 
done to men, with fo little injury. 
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Tere were more ants and conveniences in the 
republics of the Jefuits, thay there had heen even 
jn Cufco itfelf, without more luxury. The ufe 
ef coin was unknow’n there. The watchmaker, 
weaver, lockfmith, and taylor, all dapofited their 
works in public warehoufes. They were fupplied 
with every neceflary of life; and the hufbandman 
had laboured for them. The religious infticutors, 
affifted by magiftrates who were chofen by the 
people, attended to the feveral wants of the whole 
community. 

‘Teac was no diftinction of ftations; and it is 
the only fociety on earth where men enjoyed that 
equality which is the fecond.of all bleffings; for 
liberty is undoubtedly the fint. 

Tz Incas and the Jefuits have both infpired 
men with a reverence for religion, by the dazzling 
pomp of external ceremonies. The temples of 
tthe fun were as well conftructed, and as well or~ 
mamented, as the imperfect fate of the arts and 
of the materials would allow them to be; and the 
churches in Paraguay are really very beautiful. 
Sacred mufic, that awakened their ‘fenfibility, 
affecting shymns, lively paintings, the pomp of 
weremonies: every thing, in a word, confpired 
to attraét, and to detain the Indians in thefe 
places of divine worfhip, where they found -plea- 
ure blended with the exercifes of piety. 

Ir fhould feem that men muft‘have myltiplied 
confiderably under a government where none were 
idle, or fatigued with labour; where the food 
was equal in, wholefomenefs, plenty; and sa 

of 
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for all the citizens; where every one was conve- whee 
niently lodged and well clothed; where the aged emyeme « 
and the fick, the widows and orphans, were affilted 
in a manner unknow’n in all other parts of the 
world; where every one married from choice and 
not from intereft, and where a number of chil~ 
dren was confidered as a bleffing, and could 
never be burdenfome: where debauchery, the 
neceflary confequence of idlenefs, which equally 
corrupts the opulent and the poor, never tended. 
to abridge the term of human life; where no- 
thing ferved to excite artificial paffions, or con- 
tradicted thofe that are regulated by nature and 
reafon; where the people enjoyed the advantages 
of trade, and were not expofed to the contagion of 
vice and luxury; where plentiful magazines, and a 
friendly intercourfe betwen nations, united in the 
bonds of the fame religion, were a fecurity againft 
any fearcity that might happen’ from the incen~ 
fancy or inclemency of the feafons ; where public 
juftice had never been reduced to the cruel necel- 
fity of condemning a fingle malefactor to death, 
to ignominy, or to any punifhmene of long 
durations where the very names of 4 tax or a 
law-fuit, thofe two terrible fcourges which every 
where elfe affli& mankind, were xunknow’n; ,fuch 
a country muft naturally be expected to have been 
the moft populous inthe world; vand yetsic was 
far from being fo. 

Tuts empire, which ‘began jin the year 1610, 
extends from the river Parana, which runs into 
the Paragua under the aoth.degree of fouth lati- 
tude, to the Uragua that falls into the fame.river 
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K towards the 34th degree. On the banks of thofe 


kev two great rivers, which defcend from the moun« 


tains near Brazil, in the fertile plains thac lie 
between them, the Jefuits had already, in 1676, 
fettled twenty-two colonies; though no account 
hath been given of their degree of population. 
In 1702, there were twenty-nine, confifting in 
all of 22,761 families, which amounted to 89,491 
fouls. No account, that can be depended upon, 
ever made the number of villages amount to 
more than thirty-two, nor that of the inhabitants 
to more than 121,168. 

Txese religious legiflators have long been 
fufpected of concedling the number of their fub- 
jeéts, with a view of defrauding Spain of the tri- 
bute thefe people had voluntarily fubmitted to 
pay; and the court of Madrid hath difcovered 
fome anxiety on that account. An exact inquiry 
hath difpelled thofe injurious and ill-grounded 
fufpicions. Can it with any probability be fup- 
pofed, that a fociety, whofe idol was always glory, 
fhould, fora mean and fordid intereft, facrifice a 
fenfe of preatnefs, adequate to the majefty of an 
eftablifhment they were forming with. fo much 
care and pains? ‘ 

Txosr who were too well acqudinted with tle 
genius of the fociety, to charge it with fuch in- 
jurious and illiberal accufations, have pretenddd 
that the number of the Guaranis did not increafe, 
becaufe they perifhed by working in the mines. 
This‘ accufation, urged above a hundred years 
ago, hath been propagated by the fame fpirit of 


" avarice, envy, and malignity, that fir invented 
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employed in fearch of thefe hidden treafisres, the t-y—— 


more they have been convinced that they were all 
chimeiical. If the Jefuits had difcoverdd any 
fuch treafures, they certainly would have taken 
care to conceal the difeovery; which, if know'n, 
would have introduced every kind of vice; by 
which their empire would foon have been fub- 
verted, and their power totally deftroyed. 
Oruurs are of opinion that the oppreftion of 
monkith government mutt have checked the po- 
pulation of the Guaranis. But oppieflion con 
fifts in impofing labour and exacting tribute 
by compulfion; in arbitrary levies of men or 
money to fupply armies and fleets, defined for 
deftruction; in the violent execution of laws 
made without the confent of the people, and con- 
trary to the remonftrances of the magiltrates in 
the violation of public, and the eftdblifiment of 
private privileges in the inconfiftency of the 
principles of an authority, which, under pretence 
of being founded by divine will on the right of 
the fword, lays claim to every thing by the one, 
and commands every thing by the other; which 
makes ufe of force to eftablifh religion, and of 
religion to influence the decifions of juftice: this 
is oppreffion. But it can never exift, where every 
aétion is the refult of voluntary fubmiffion, and 
proceeds from inclination founded on convidtion, 
and where nothing‘is done but from choice and 
full approbation, This is that gentle fway of 
opinion, the only one, perhaps, that it is lawful 
for oné man to'exercife over another, becaute it 
Vou. IV. R makes 
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BO OX makes thofe people happy who fubmit to it. 


Vilt. 


teeiyeet. Such, undoubtedly, was that of the Jefuirs in 


Paraguay, fince whole nations came voluntaiily 
to incorpotate themfelves into their government, 
and none have ever throw’n off the yoke. It 
cannot be, pretended that fifty mifionaries could 
have been able to eon a hundred thoufand 
Indians to be their flaves, who had it'‘in their 
power either to maflacre their priefts, or to take 
refuge in the deferts. This ftrange paradox would 
be equally rejected by men of 4 fanguine or of a 
creduloys difpofition. 

Some. petfons have Tufpedted that the Jefuits 
had propagated that love of ‘celibacy amdng 
their, people, which was fo prevalent 1 in Europe 
in the dark ages of ignorance, and is not yet 
entirely eradicated, notwithftanding it hath con- 
{tantly been urged how contrary it is to nature, 
reafon, and fociety. But this opinion is entirely 
without foundation. The miffionaries have never 
eyen given any idea to their converts, of a 
fuperftition which was totally improper and 
inconfifteat with. the climate; and would have 
been fufficient to prejudice them againft their 
beft inftitutions, or to" defear the defign of 
sthem. "f 


' sels 


tu. ,Ponrricians have arth her ‘endeavoured | to ace 


shaieouant for, the want of, Population. among i 


AiveGosrasis, from their hay gino Property.) 


+ idea under which we conti ides Property, bial 


f } ava fource of the, increafe koth ok meri and fub- 
3 “fltenge; js an ungueftionable t guts, im ‘ut fach is 
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will often threaten their deflruétion. Under the 8 oie & 
law of property, when it is attended with avarice, smy— 


ambition, “luxury; a, multitude of imaginary 
wants, and various other irregularities arifing 
from the imperfections of our governments, and 
from the bounds of our poffeffions, either too 
confined, or too extended, prevent, at the fame 
time, both the fertilicy of our lands and the 
increafe of our fpecies. Thefe inconveniencies 
exifted not in Paiaguay. All were fure of fub- 
fiftence; confequently all enjoyed the gieat ad- 
vantages of property, though deprived, ina ftrict 
fenfe, of the1ight to it. This privation cannot 
juftly be confidered as the reafon that hath ims 
impeded the progrefs of population among 
them. 

A.MERCLNARY writer, or one who Is blinded 
by his hatred, hath ventured to publith, lately, 
in thé face of the, Ww] whole thiverfe, chic” the terri- 
tory occupied by thé ‘Gualanig could not fubGtt 
more than the number of men who exifted upon 
ir, and that their miffionaries, rather than faffer 
them to extend themifelves fo as to have an in« 
tercourfe with the Spaniards, had thémfelves 
ftopped the progrefs of population, by per. 
‘fading, as it is faid, their converts to let their 
children perith, becaufe they would be fo many 
beings predeltined to falvation, arid fo many 
protectors to them. Man or devil! whichever 
thou art, haft chou refecled upon the atdckdéul- 
nels, ‘and “the extravagance of thy accufation? 
Haft thou any idea of the infole thou hafl offered 
to thy rulers, and to thy’ fellow-citizens, ‘in'fup- 
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pofing that thou fhonldft obtain their favour or 
their efteem by fuch afperfions? How much mutt 
thy nation have degenerated from the dignity 
and generolity of it’s charaéter, if it did not par- 
take of my indignation upon this occafion ! 

To the chimerical notions we have been re- 
futing, let us endeavour to fubftitute the real, 
or the probable caufes of this deficiency of popu- 
lation, 

First, the Portuguefe of St. Paul, in 1631, 
deftroyed twelve or thirteen communities in the 
province of Guayra, bordering upon Brazil. 
Thefe ruffians, whofe number did not amotiht to 
more than two hundred and feventy-five, could 
not indeed bring away more than nine hundred 
of the twenty-two thoufand Guaranis that com~ 
pofed this rifing colony: but feveral of them 
were deftroyed by mifery and by the fword. 
Several of them returned to their favage life. 
Scarce twelve thoufand of them efcaped upon the 
borders of the Parana and of the Uruguay, where 
it had been refolved to fix them. 

Tur paffion which the devattators .Had for 
making flaves was not ftifléd by this emigration. 
They purfued their timid vidtims into their new 
afylum; and, in procefs of time, would have 
difperfed, enflaved, or affaffinated all of them, 
unlefs the Indians could be fupplied with arms 
Similar to thofe of their aggreffors. 

Tr'was a nice matter to make this propofal: 
for it was a maxim with Spain not to introduce 
the ule of fire-arms among the antient inhabit- 
ants of the other hemifphere, in the apprehen- 
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fion that they might one day ufe them themfelves ® 90 & 
to recover their primitive rights, The Jefiits jas 


approved of this precaution, as being neceffary 
with nations whofe fubjection was compelled: 
but they judged it to be ufelefs with people, who 
were freely attached ‘to the kings of Spain by 
fuch eafy bands, that they could be under no 
temptation of breaking them. The arguments 
or the folicitations of the miffionaries prevailed 
over oppolition and prejudice. In 1639 fire- 
locks were given to the Guaranis, and this fa- 
vour delivered chem for ever from the greateft of 
dangers they could incur. 

Turs caufe.of deftruétion was fucceeded by 
others of a more obfcure nature. The cuftom 
had prevailed, to fend annually, to the diflance 
of two or three hundred leagues from their fron~ 
tiers, fome of the inhabitants of the villages to 
collect the herb of Paraguay,* for which they 
were kiiow’n to have an unfurniountable defire. 
In thefe long and fatiguing journies, feveral of 
them perithed with hunger and fatigue. ‘Some- 
times, during their abfence, their plantations, 
deprived of moft of their defendeis, were laid 
wafte by wandering favages. Thefe defects 
were f{carce corrected before the miffions were 
aflited with a new calamity, 

An unfortunate concurrence of circumfances 
brought among them the finall-pox; the bareful 
influence of which, was more deftiuctive in this 
diftri& than in the reft of the New (World, 
This contagion did not diminifh, and continued 
uninterruptedly to heap one vidtim upon ano- 
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BOOK ther, Were the Jefuits ignorant of the ‘flutary 
teeny effeéts of inoculation upon the borders of the 


Examina- 
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made to the 
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seraing 


their maf 


Gong, 
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Amazon, or did they, from motives of fuperfti- 
tion, decline to adopt a practice, ‘the advantages 
of which are fo well afceitained ? 

Bur it was the climate which more patticdlarly 
ftopped the progrefs of population among the 
Guaranis, The country they occupied, chiefly 
on the Parana, was hot, damp, and inceffantly 
covered with thick and immoveable fogs. Thefe 
vapours gave fife, in every feafon, to contagious 
diforders; and thefe calamities were aggravated 
by the propenfities of the inhabicants. Inherit 
ing the voracious appetites which their fathers 
had brought with them’ from the midft of the 
foreft, they fed upon green fruit, and ate meat 
that was almoft :aw, while neither reafon, nor’ 
authority, nor experience, could root out thefe 
inveterate habits, The inafs of blood being thus’ 
corrupted by the air and by the food, it was im- . 
poffible that a numerous and long-lived offspring 
fhould be produced. yo 

Iw order to infyre the felicity of the Guaratis, 
whatever their number were, or might he," tfely 
inftitutors had originally fettled with the éadréot 
Madrid, that thefe people fhould never be em 
ployed in the labours of the mines, nor fubjeéted 
to any vaffalage. They foon found that this 
firft ftipulation was not fufficient to procure 
tranquillity to the new republics, and occafioned 
it to be decreed, that the Spaniards thould be ex~ 
cluded from them, under whatever denomination 
they prefented themfelves, They forefuw, that if 
ae they 
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vellers, they would excite commotions iri ‘tliofe tomnprmdf 


peaceable retreats, and would introduce vice and 
every {peciés of corruption, Thefe "rapacious 
and deftrudtive canqueroys Were the More ofs 
fended at thefe mgafures,, ds ‘they were approved 
by prudent mén, ° Their réfentment Broke‘out in 
impucations, for whigh' thee! was ‘an apparent, 

and, perhaps, areal foundation. | Dhue oa 
Tue miffionaries traded forthe nation): ‘They 
fent, to Buenos-Ayres wax, ‘tobaccoy liides, cot- 
ton both raw ‘and {pun, and received in’ éx- 
change, yafes and ornaments for the ternples 5 
iron, , arms, ‘toys, fome European 'comniodities 
that were not spapufagtured in the colony 5‘ and 
metals defigned for the payment: ‘of ‘thé erivtte 
due fram, the male Indians fi fiom’ twentl'to fifty’ 
years of, age. “As far) as‘it fe poMible'to ul 
and penetrate into, the ‘ayttery W which a “ilbays: 
furrounded rrebee objeds,. the Wa pts ‘of he Hire 
did not, apforb fet bits ‘profit “of the files’ The 
rol was ‘fecrete for the Bente of the Jefiits. 
Accor dingly, they wére'traduted ‘in ‘all parts of 
the world as a fociety of therchants, Who, under 
the veil of , religion, attehide 'd only ‘to ‘their own 
fordid jngerett, ea 
wads, cenfure could’! Rot fall upon thé firt 
founders, of ‘Paraguay. ‘The deferta’ ‘through 
which, they, travelled, ‘affdrdéd neither gold nor 
mercantile commodities,’ “In thefe they ‘only miet 
with faretts, ferpents, and motafles ; fometimes 
they Pgtihed, or were expofed td the’ mott fevere 
forments, and always to exceffive fatigtie.’ The 
R 4 harthips 
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“ployed in: ‘the labours.of fociety 5 “Yt deprives’ the 


“good of: mankind. - Ie’w 
-to rob the people of Ameticd, in order to‘ acquire 
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hardihips ‘they endured with fo much ‘patience, 
and the’ pains they took ‘to:induce the favages to 
‘quit their roving ‘life, are not, to be. “conceived, 
They never entertained-thé idea of a appropriating 
to themfelves the produce fa. land,“ which 
their care only prevente from: being a‘haunt-of 
wild beafts.... ‘Their fucceffors-may: obably. have 
been. aétuated by: lef. noble. and difinterefted 
views; . probably they. wate feek ah: ‘increate of 
fortune and” power, where ‘they ‘ought’ to have 
only fought the: glory " Ghriftianity: and: the 
cértairtly a great crime 




















confequence i in Europe, and ‘to increafé over the 
whole world, an influence already too dangerous. 
Uf any. thing, could diminih ‘our abhorrence of ‘fo 


“preat a crime, it is, that the happinefs © ‘of: the 


Indians was never affected by it. ‘They never. 
appeared to defire any thing beyond t nee cqnve~ 
niencies which they generally enjoyed.» 

‘Tose who have. not accufed the Jeftits: of 
avarice, have cenfured their’ inftirutio sin’ Pa- 







If our idea of fuperitition: be thé ti 
retards the Progrefs of populatidn s 


laborious man: of his propérty, to enrich the in- 


“dolent. and dangerous reclufe; it promotes dif. 
“cord and: civil wars for things of litle moments 
it gives t the fignal for revolt i in the’ name ‘of God; 


Jind from: ithe duties of fociety: in a word, it 


makes 
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makes’ the people miferable, and-arms the-wicked - og 
againkt the’ virtuous, Have any of thefe: cala-, ty 
tnities been: found. among: the “Guaranis?. If ; 
their happy, inftitutions ‘be .the’effedt of. Superfti- 
slot, this is ‘the ‘only’ indance 1 in whiclvi it evet was 
beheficial'to: mankind. ~» Pets 

‘Poxrrrcrans, who care ever: eftles ane! a ffpt- 
cléus, feemed to be apprehénfive that’ the repub-~ 
lics formed by: ‘the’ Jefuits: might: one day ‘de- 
tach’ themfelves from: the power: under the pro- 
vaedtion. sof which ‘they had beén-raifed... The ia- 
habitants appeared'to them as the beft difciplined 
foldiers of the New Hemifphere. They confidered 
them as obedient:from a principle -of. religion, 
added to the‘energy of their new manners, and.as 
“fighting with the fame zeal, that brought, fa many 
martyrs to, the. fcaffold;. and: averthrew foimany 
Lemmpires by the :arms”of the ‘followers. of Wodin ; 
Mohammed. Bub: sit: was : their: fojim-of; 
‘government: which ‘particulary ‘easiest, their. 
valarmsy:: ye 
“OTN: antient. férros ot governiient, “civil and relic: 
“gious authority,.which are derived. from the fame 
fource, and tend ¢o the fame end; have always 
‘been united 5.or the one. hath been: fo fablervient 
-to the other; that che people could’ not venture.‘to 
feparate: them in-idea, and were equally kept i in 
awe: by, both, | Chriftianity, introduced . another 
kind. of fpirit.in-Europe, and.formed, at it's firlt. 
origin,’ a’, fecret ‘riyalhhip- between. thefe.. cwo 
‘powers, the one of arms, ‘the ‘other of opinion. 
This difpofition manifefted itfelf particularly when 
fhe barbarous: nations ‘of the north made i incuré 
“fions 
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fions upon the Roman empire. . The Chriftians, ., 
perfecuted by the heathen emperors, haftened to 
implote the afliftance of thefe foreigners againtt ,, 
oppreffion, ‘They preached to thefe conquerors a,, 
new fyftem of religion, which enjoined to them,,, 
as a duty to extirpate the eftablifhed one ; and , 
they demanded the ruins of the temples, in of order 
to erect their own fandctuaries poet magni», 
ficent fpoils, , { 
Tur favages freely difpofed of what was not 
their property 5 they facrificed to Chriftianity all 
it’s enemies and‘ their own; they feized upon the , 
perfons-of men iand upon their lands, and diftri- 
buted fome of them to the chugch. They de-, 
mianded tribute; but, exempted the clergy from, 
it, becaufe they countenanced their ufurpations.; 
Noblemen became priefls, and priefts obtained 
the rank of nobility. The great connected. the 
privileges of their birth with that of the priaft~ 
hood which they embraced. » The bifhops im-+ 
printed the feal of religion on the domains they 
poffeffed. From this mixture and confufion.of 
birth with high flations, of titles with eftatesy,and 
of perfons with things, fprang up a monfyous 
power, which, from the firft, endeavored ta 
eftablifh itfelf as diftiné from the only true au- 
thority, which is, that of government; a power, 
which afterwards attempted even to raife icfelf 
above government; but having been unfuccefsful 
in the attémpt, hath fince fubmitted ta feparate 
itfelt from it, and to exert it’s authority in fecret 
ovet thofé who were willing to acknowlege it. 
Thefe two powers have been always fo much at 
vallance, 
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variance, that they have conftantly diflurbed’ 
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harmony of all itates. 1 Nevamenttmadl 


Tue Jefuits of Paraguay, who were well ac. 
quainted with this fdurce of divifion,* have ‘been ' 
warned ‘by the mifchief theit fociety hal often 
done in Europe, and have excited themfelves to 
piomote the real happinels of "Atnerica. “Vhey' 
have united both‘ powers! in ‘ohe ; which ‘gave 
them the entire difpofal of ‘the thoughts, alfeca 
tions, and faculties of their converts. Oa 

Dip fuch a fyftem of government render the 
legiflators formidable ? Some perlons thought fo 
in the New World; and this opinion was much 
thore prevalent in the old one:’ but in all parts, 
the neceffary information was wanting to decide 
the point, The readinefs, pethaps unexpected, 
with which'the miffionaries have evacuated what 
was called their empire, hath’ feeméd to thew: thay 
shey were incapable of malntaining’ chemfelvés in 
it. They have éven bees lefs regetced there than’ 
it Was thought they would be. It is not chat thefe 
people had any caufe to chrinpiain of the negli 
gence of feverity of their'léadérg, ‘An indie ence 
fo extraordinary, proceeddd undoubtedly from the 
wearifomeness which thefe' Americans, apparently 
fo happy, inuft have experieiced, during the 
courfe ‘of a life too uniform not to be languid, 
and utder a government which, when confideted 
in it’s true point of yiew, refembled rather a ie- 
ligious community than a political inftitution, 

How was it poffible that a whole nation fhould 
live without reluctance’ ander the reftraint of an 
‘auitere Jaw, which is por Capable of fubjeting a 

final 
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fmall number of then, although they may have 
put themfelves under it’s controul from a fpirit of 
enthufiafm, and from the moft fublime motives, 
‘without infpiring them with melancholy, and 
without fowering their tempers? The Guaranis 
were a fpecies of monks; and there is not, per- 
haps, a fingle monk, who at fome time or other 
hath not detefted his habit. Their duties were 
tyranically enforced, no fault efcaped punifhment, 
and order eftablifhed it’s controul in the midft of 
pleafures, The Guaranis, whofe conduct was 
clofely infpeéted even in their amufements, could 
not give themfelves yp to any kind of excels. 
Noify mirth and freedom wére banifhed from 
thefe melancholy feftivals. Thefe manners were 
too auftere, The ftate of equality to which thefe 
people were reduced, and from which it was im- 
poffible they fhould raife themfelves, expelled 
every kind of emulation from among them, Qne 
Gvuaranis had no fort of motive to induce him to 
excel another. He had acted fufficiently well, 
whén there was no caule of complaint againft 
him, and when he could not be punifhed, for 
having done ill. Did- not alfo the privation of 
all property exert fome influence over the tof 
tender connedtions? It is not enough, for” the 
happinefs of man, that he fhould have what is 
fufficient for him; he muft alfo have fomething 
to beftow. A Guaranis could not be a benefactor 
to his wife, his children, his relations, his friends, 
ot his countrymen ; neither could any of thefe do 
good for him, He felt no kind of appetency. If 
he was without vice, he was alfo without virtue ; 

he 


IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 


he neither loved nor was beloved. A Guaranis, 
with paffions, would have been the moft wretched 
of beings; and a man without them exifts not, 
either in the midf of forefts, in fociety, or ina 
cell. There is no paffion but that of lave, which, 
being irritated and increafed by reftraint, could 
poffibly find it’s advantage in them. But can it 
be fuppofed that the Guaranis retained nothing of 
the fenfe of their favage ftate of liberty? Let the 
reader take no account of what hath been written, 
and refleét only upon the few lines I now fhall 
add, The Guaranis had never any thing but very 


confufed ideas of what they owed to the care of ‘ 


their legiflators, while they, in the moft lively 
manner, were continually fenfible of their defpor- 
ifm. At the time that they were expelled, thefe 
people readily perfuaded themfelves that they 
fhould be free, and that their happinefs woyld 
not be diminithed by it. All kind of authority 
is more or lefs odious ; and this is the reafon why 
all mafters, without exception, are paid with ins 
gratitude from their fervants, 

‘Waen the miffions of Paraguay were taken 
out of the hands of the Jefuits in 1768, they were 
arrived, perhaps, to the highelt degree of civili- 
zation ta which it is pofible to bring recent na~ 
tons, and which was certainly very fuperior to 
every thing: that exifted in the reft of the New 
Hemifphere, The laws were obferved ; an exaét 
police was eftablifhed; the manners were pure; 
and all the inhabitants were united by brotherly 
Jove, All the arts of neceffity were imtproved, 


and fome of thofe of luxury were know’n. Plenty 
was 
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*BO*O X was univerfal, and the public ftores were filled. 


Vu. 


tenet The number of horned cattle amounted to feyen 


hundred and fixty-nine thoufand three hundred 
and fifty-three; that of mules and horfes, to 
ninety-four thoufand nine hundied and eighty- 
three; and thab of fheep to two hundred and 
twenty-one thoufand five hundred and thirty- 
feven, without reckoning other domeftic animals. 

Avrnority, which had been hitherto concen-, 
trated in the fame hdnds, was divided. A chief; 
to whom three lieutenants were given, was charged 
with the government of the country. Every 


othing that, concerned religion was committed to 


the care of the monks of the orders of, Saint Do- 
minick, Saint Francis, and La Merci. 

Turs is the only ehange that hath been hitherto 
made in the former arrangements. The court of 
Madrid certainly wifhed to examine, whether the 
order that was eftablifhed was to be maintained 
or altered? Attempts have been made to per+ 
fuade them to withdraw the Guaranis from a‘dif- 
tri rather unwholefome, and not fufliciently 
fertile, in order to people with them the,uminha- 
hited borders of the Rio Plataysfrom Buenos» 
Ayres to Affumption, ‘If this plan ber qdophed, 
and that the pegple fhauld refule.to quit, the land 
of thein farefatheis; they will be reduced ra the 
sneceffity, of difperfing themfelvess if they flould 
aaccede to, the views of Spain, they will ng lgnger 
form a,nationgl,body. -Whatever may. happen, 
the moftjbeautiful edifice that has bgep railed in 
the New World-will be pverthow'ns 

8 Bur 
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Bir this is ensugh, and perhaps too much,‘ 
upon the circumftances and revolutions, more or 
lefs important, which have agitated Spanifh Ame. 
riga during the coutfe of three centuries, It is 
time to afcend to the principles which directed 
the fownddtion of this great empire, and to 
trace, without malignity as without flattery, the 
confequences of a fyftem of which antiquity hath 
not left, and could not poffibly leave, any model, 
“We thall begin, by giving an account of the fe- 
wvetal fpecies of men which are.at prefent col- 
le&ted in this immenfe region. 

We fhall not reckon among the inhabitants 
of the New Hemifphere, either the commanders 
who are commiffioned to give them laws, or the 
troops deftined to protect and contain them, or 
the merchants employed in fupplying their wants. 


Thefefeveral orders of men do’ not fettle in Ame-! 


gida, but ‘return all.of theny tosEurope after a 
fhyowet ania longer ftny, Ameong;the perfons fene 
byrbublic authority, there are, fearce any except 
a few-magiltrates, and a few fubsltern. direAars, 
who fix themfelyes in thefe diftant regions. , ‘-he 
law prohibits every citizen from going: ‘there 
without the confent of governmept 3 but, men 
who are know’, eafily obtain this-perm|fign, and 
&bfcure petfonsfrequently go there slandeffinely. 
Individuals ave ‘powerfully fimulaced to this emi- 
gration, by the hape. of anaking 4 large fortune, 
ind fometimess alfo, by the certainty of acquiring 
a degree, Of. ednfideration whieh ‘they would not 
raves ehjoyed "in the place of their origin, It is 
‘ficient tocbecborn in Spain, to obtain diftin« 
guifhed 
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guithed marks of refpects; but this advantage is 
not tranfimitted. The children that are brought 
forth in this other World are not honoured with 
the name of Chapetous, as their fathers were ; they 
are fimply called Creoles, 

Turis is the name giyen to thofe who are of 
Spanifh iffue in che New Hemifphere. Many of 
them defcend from the firft conquerors, or their 
immediate fucceffors; and others have had illuf- 
trious anceftors. Moft of them have purchafed 
or obrained diftinguithed titles; but few of them 
have directed the great fprings of government, 
Whether the court thought them incapable of ap- 
plication, or whether they were apprebehfive 
théy fhould prefer the intereft of their own to that 
of the mother-country, they excluded them early 
from places of truft, and feldom deviated from 
this fyftem, whether it were a proper, or an 
improper one, This contempt, or this miftruft, 
difcouraged them, and they loft, in the vices 
arifing from idlenefs, from the heat of the cli- 
mate, and from’ the abundance of all things, 
the remainder of that elevation of mind, of which 
fuch great examples had been left thém. A bar- 
barous luxury, pleafures of a Shameful kind, a 
ftupid fuperftition, and romantic intrigues, com- 
pleted the degradation of their character. One 
road ftill remained open to the ambition of thele 
“colonifts who are in fome meafure profcribed 
upon their native land. The court, the army, 
thé curts of juftice, and the church, are purfuits 
of greater or lefs eftimation in Spain, which they 
are at liberty to follow, A very fmall number, 

: however, 
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however, have entered into them, cither becaufe 
their minds are entirely corrupted; or becaufe the 
diftance renders the accefs to them difficule. 
Some of lefs diftinguifhed birth have turned, 
even in, America, thei activity and their faculties 
to the great operations of trade; and thefe have 
been the moft prudent and the moft ufeful. 

Tx fame fuperiority which the Chapetons af- 
fected oyer the Creoles, the latter affumed over 
the Meflees, Thefe aie the race proceeding from 
a European with an Indian woman. The Spa- 
niatds, who, at the firt period of the difcovery, 
landed, in the New World, had no women: with 
them. Some of the moft confiderable of them 
waited till women were fent from Europe, Mott 
of them plighted their faith to the moft diftin~ 
guifhed, or the moft agreeable girls of the coun~ 
try. . Frequently even they became mothers 
without being married, The Jaw ordgined, that 
thefe children, legitimate or illegitimate, fhould 
enjoy” the fame privileges as. their fathers; but 
ptejudice placed them in a lower 1ank, It is 
fearcely till after three geneiations, that is to fay, 
when their complexion differs in nothing from 
that of the white men, who are all very datk, thac 
in. the ordinary courfe of civil life, they are 
itrgated as the other Creoles are, Before they can 
attain to fo Mattering an equality, thefe Meftecs, 
who are eyery where very numerous, and whofe 

.{pecies ig uninterruptedly renewed, were mofily 
employed fn ‘the mechanic arts, and in the mi- 
nutet details of trade. When they have acquired 
4 greater share of dignity, they are flill obliged to 
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continue the fame labours, till fome fortunate al~ 
Hance, or fome particular circumftance, enables 
them to pafs their ulelefs days in pleafure and 
idlenefs, 

Scares had the New World been difcovered, 
when Negroes were brought into it, in 1503. 
Eight years afterwards, a greater number of them 
was introduced, becaufe experience had fhew’n, 
that they were infinftely better calculated for all 
the labours than the natives of the country, The 
government foon prohibited‘them, from an appre- 
henfion that they would corrupt the Americans, 
and’ incite them to revolt, Tuas Cafas, who was 
deficient in proper notions concerning the rights 
of matikind, but who was inceffaitly employed 
in the relief of the Indians, to whom he was at- 
tached, obtained the revocation of a law, which 
he thought would be injurious to them. Charles V. 
permitted, in 1517, that four thoufand of thefe 
flaves fhould be conveyed into the Spanifh colo- 
nies ; and the Flemifh courtier who had obtained 


_ the profit of this traffic, fold his privilege to the 


Genoefe. : 
At the expiration of this grant, this vile com- 
merce ccafed almofl entirely ; but tie Portuguefe 
having become fubjects of the court of Madrid, 
revived it. It fell again, after thefe peqple had 
fhaken off the yoke which they bore with fo: 
much impatience; and did not recover aty adti- 
vity, till the two nations came to be upon better 
terms with each other, At length, the fabjects 
of the court of Lifbon engaged, in 1696," to fur« 
nilh, in five years time, twenty-five thoufand Neé~ 
gtoes to their former tyrants; and they’ fulfilled 
7 this 
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this engagement with the afliftance of their fove- 3 9 0. 
reign, who advanced two-thirds of the funds re~ ompnioned 


quired for an undertaking which was then fo con~ 
fiderable. 

Tue French, who had jut been giving a king 
to Spain, too lightly took upon themfelves, in 
1709, the engagements of the Portuguefe. Being 
deficient in fettlements on the coaft of Africa, 
little filled in maritime operations, and having 
been unfortunate in the courfe of a long war, 


they did nothing of what they had fo boldly pro~ * 


mifed. 

Tus contradl paffed into the hands of the 
Englifh at the peace of Utrecht. The South. 
Sea Company, to whom the Britith miniftry gave 
it up, engaged to deliver, each of the thirty 
years that their charter was to laft, four thoufand 
eight hundred Africans to the Spanith : fettles 
ments: They were confined to this number durs 
ing the five lafl years of their grants but all 
the refl of the time they were allowed to intro- 
duce as many as they could fell, They engaged 
to pay thirty-three piaftres and one-third, or one 
hundred and eighty livres *, for each of the firft 
four thoufand Negroes; the other eight hundied 
were freed from this burdenfome tribute, in in- 
demnity for 1,080,000 livres t advanced to the 
court of Madrid, and which were only to be re- 
imburfed in the courfe of ten years, This tri- 
bute was reduced to half for all che laves that were 
not required by the contra. Philip V. indem» 
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Vitt, 


Seeonymet fourth part of the profits made by the company, 


The execution of this treaty was only interrupted 
by the hoftilities which, in 1739, divided the two 
kingdoms. The peace of 1748 reflored to the 
crown. of England all it’s rights; but the Gorm 
pany which réprefented it, were induced, by an 
indemnity that was offered to them, to give up 
the fhort remains of a grant, which they fore- 
faw they fhould not be allowed to enjoy without 
confiderable ceflrictions. : = 

Rozert Mayyg, a merchant of London, fuc+ 
ceeded, tinder a Spanifh name, tothe Affotia- 
tion. Such was the difhonefty or the negligence 
of the agents whom he had fettled at Buenos 
Ayres, which was become the ftaple of the trade, 
that in 1752 he was ruined, and obliged to give 
up an undertaking, which, if more prudently ma~ 
naged, or moré” carefully attended to, ought to 
have yielded very confiderable profits. 

Tu refolution was then taken to receive flaves 
at Posto Rico, which were to pay ta government 
two hundred and fixteen livres * each, and which, 
after having defiayed this heavy tax, were freely 
admitted upon the contineft and in tHe iflands. 
The Englifh, who had treated with the gdvernor 
of: Cuba, fulfilled their engagements punctually, 
when the court of Madrid thought a change’ of 
Sytem would be better calculated for their intereft, 
' fe 1765, an aflociation ‘was formed between 
fome Spanifh, French, and Genoefe commercial 
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koufes, fettled at Cadiz. This company, which ® o'9 K 
was ill ferved by it’s agents, and much loaded Wynd 
with debt, was going to be diffolved, when, in 
1773, the minifiry thought ic prudent and 
equitable to offer fome alleviation of the terms 
they had at firft impofed upon it, The char- 
ter was prolonged, and the taxes diminifhed ; and 
from that period, the importation of Qaves hath 
acquired frefh aétivity. They are bought indif- 
criminately in all places where they can be pro- 
cured to the beft advantage. 

Savace Europeans! ye doubted at firft whe- 
ther the inhabitants of the regions you had juft 
difcoverd were not animals which you might flay 
without remorfe, becaufe they were black, and 
you were white. You almolt envied thein the 
knowledge of God, your common Bather. Moft 
horrid thought! But when you had permitted. 
them alfo to raife their hands aud eyes to hea- 
ven; when you liad initiated them in your cere- 
monies and myfteries ; made them join in their 
prayers and offerings, and in the hopes of a fu- 
ture ftate, afforded by one common religion; 
when you had acknowleged them to be 
your brethyen; was not the general horror re. 
doubled; at fecing you trample under foot the 
ties of this facred confanguinity? ‘You have put 
them more ypon an equality with yourfelves; 
and y¢t you go to diftant parts in order to buy 
and fell them ! You fell them, too, as you wauld 
a bafe herd of cattle! In osder to repeaple ane - 
part of the globe, which you haye laid walte, you 
forrupt and depopulate anather. If death he pre- 
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ferable to flavery, are ye not {till more inhuman 
upon the coalis of Africa, than ye have been in 
the regions of America? Englifh, French, Spa- 
niards, Dutch, or Portuguefe, let me fuppofe 
that I am converfing with one of you about a 
treaty concluded between two civilized nations ; 
and that I fhould afk him, what kind of compen- 
fation he imagines may have been agreed upon in 
the exchange you have made? He will think it to 
confit in gold, provifions, privileges, a towa, or 
a province; while, on the contrary, it confifts in 
a greater or lefs number of your fellow-creatures, 
which the one gives up to the other to difpofe of 
at pleafure, But fuch js the infamy of this un» 
natural contract, that it doth not even prefent 
itfelf to the ideas of the contracting parties, 

Every thing announces, that the court of Spain 
will thake off the dependance they had upon fo- 
reign nations for their flaves, This is the only 
view they cdn poffibly have had, in requiring of 
Portugal, in 1771, the ceflion of two of their 
iflands on the African coait, 

Lasonrous cultivations, and fome mines of a 
particular kind, have employed part of the Nlaves 
introduced upon the Spanifh continent in the 
New World. The fervice of the rich hath been 
the deftiny of the gréater number, Thefe have 
fooh become the confidents of their mafter’s plea~ 
fures; and by this infamous employment they 
haye gained their liberty, Their defcendants have 
allied themfelves fometimes with the Europeans, 
and fometimes with the Mexicans, and have 
formed the vigorqus and numerous race of the 
" Mulattoes, 
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two or three generations later, acquites the Colour Vompsead | 


and the rank of white people. Thofe among them 
who are ftill in flavery have aflumed a determined. 
fuperiority over the wretched and poor. This 
fuperiority they owe to the favour granted to 
them by government. For this reafon, the Afi~ 
cans, who, in the fettlements of other nations, 
are the enemies of the white people, are become 
their defenders in the Spanith Indies, 

Bur why fhould the favour of government 
be beflowed upon the flave that was bought, In 
preference to the Nave that was conquered? It 
is, becaufe the injury done to the latter was of 
more antient date, and greater than the injury 
done to the former; that che latter was accuf. 
tomed to the yoke, and that the former was to ba 
broken to it; andthat the Nave of a matter, whom 
a fyftern of policy hath made. mafler of a fave, ig 
brought, by this diflinétion, to take part with 
the common tyrant. Ifthe African, who is the 
defender of the white people in the Spanifh In« 
dies, hath been their enemy in all other parts, it 
is, becaule in all other parts he hath always obeyed, 
and never commanded ; it is, becaufe he was not 
comforted in his fituation by the fight of one 
more wretched than his own, Jn the Spanith In~ 
dies, the African is alternately lave and matter s 
in the fetclements of other nations, he is per+ 
petually a flave, 

Tue Indians form the latt clafs of inhabitants, 
in a country which belonged entirely to their 


anceltors, The misfortunes of thefe people began 
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3B 6.0 K even at the sera of the difcovery. Columbus dif- 

tempew tributed lands at firft to thofe who accompanied 
him, and attached fome natives of the country to 
them in 499. This arrangement was not ap- 
proved of by the court, who, three years after, 
fent Ovando to St. Domingo, te reftore thefe 
wretched people to liberty, This new com- 
mander, barbarous as he was, complied with the 
will of his fovereigns: but the indolence of the 
Americans, ‘and the complaints of the Spaniarda, 
fpon determined him to put thofe whom he had 
fet free again into chains, and to add ftill a greater 
number to them, But he decreed, that thefe 
flaves fhould reap fome advantage from their la- 
bour, whether they were employed in the cul- 
ture of the lands, or the working of the mines. 
Tn 1g04, this arrangement was confirmed by Fer- 
dinand and Ifabella, with a provifo, that the iti- 
pend fhould be regulated by government, 

Tue Dominicans, who had juft arrived in the 
colony, were incenfed at an arrangement which 
overthrew all former principles, They refufed, 
in the confeffional chair, abfolution to thofe indi- 
viduals who folicited, or even accepted thofe 
gifts, which were indifcriminately ftyled reparti- 
tions, or commanderies. They thundered out 
excommunications from the pulpit, againft the 
authors or promoters of thefe injuftices. The ex- 
clamations of thefe monks, fo much revered at 
that time, refounded throughout all Europe, 
where the cuftom, which they attacked with fo 
njuch inveteracy, was again difcuffed in 1510, 
qnd was ‘again confirmed, 
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Iw 1516, the Indians found ia Las-Cafas q'B 00 K 


more zealous, more intrepid, and more adtive 
proteétor, than thofe who had preceded him, 
Flis folicitations determined Kimenes, who at 
that time governed Spain with fo much fplen- 
dour, to fend over to America three friars to 
determine upon this matter, which had already 
been twice decided. The decrees they pro- 
nounced were not fuch as were expected fron. 
their profeffion, They decided in favour of the 
commanderies; but excluded from them all the 
courtiers and favourites who did not refide in the 
New World. 

Las-Casas, who had been declared the pro+ 
teéto: of the Indians by the minilter himfelf, and 
who, invefted with this honourable title, had 
gccompanied the delegates, returned immediately 
into Spain, in order to devote to public indig- 
nation, men of a pious profeffion, whom he ac~ 
cufed of having facrificed humanity to political 
views. He fucceeded in having them recalled, 
and Figueroa was fubfticuted to them. This 
magiftrate took the refolution to colleét, in two 
large villages, a confiderable body of Indians, 
whom he left entirely at their own difpofal. 
The experiment did not turn out in their favour. 
The government concluded, from their ftupidity, 
and their indolence, that the Americans were 
children incapable of conducting themfelves ; 
and their condition was not altered, 

Nuverruezzss, the clamours of many refpeé:- 
able petfons were raifed on all fides againft thefe 
arrangements; and the ftates of Caflile them- 

felves 
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BOOK felves demanded, in 1523, that they fhould be 

ere annulled. Charles V. yielded to all thefe foli- 
citations. He forbad Cortez, who had juft 
conquered Mexico, to give any commanderies, 
and enjoined him to revoke thofe he might al- 
ready have granted. When thefe orders arrived 
in New Spain, the repartitions were already 
fettled, as in the other colonies, and the mo- 
narch’g pleafure was not complied with, 

From this, and all other countries fubje& to 
Caftile, intelligence was conftantly received, that 
no real or ufeful labours would be carried on in 
the New World, if the people who were fubdued 
fhould for a moment ceafe to be at the difpofal 
of their conquerors. The apprehenfion of having 
made the difcovery of fo rich a hemifphere 
without advantage, made a great impreffion upon 
the miniftry: but, on the other hand, the idea 
of having invaded one half of the globe, merely 
to reduce the nations to flavery, was another 
point of view which could not fail of exciting 
fome alarms in the government. [n this uncer- 
tainty, commanderies were allowed, or prohi- 
bited at hazard. At length, in 1536, the go- 
vernment adopted the medium of giving a 
fantion to them, for two generations, Although 
they had been granted only for two years before 
this period, they were in reality perpetual, fince 
there was not a fingle inflance of the grant’s not 
being renewed. The king continued to referve 
to hinafelf all the Indians fettled in the ports or 
in the principal towns, 
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Tus protector of thefe wretched people grew 2 cok 


indignant at thefe ordinances. He fpoke, he 
exerted himfelf, he fummoned his nation to the 
tribunal of the whole univerfe, and made the two 
hemifpheres fhudder with horror, O1! Jas- 
Cafas! thoy waft greater by thy humanity, than 
all thy countiymen were by their conquefls, 
Should it happen in future ages, that thefe un- 
fortunate regions which they have invaded, 
fhould be peopled again, and that a fyftem of 
laws, manners, and liberty, fhould be eftablithed. 
among them, the firft ftatue they would erect 
would be thine. We fhould fee thee interpofing 
between the American and the Spaniard, and 
prefenting thy breaft to the poniard of the one, in 
order to fave the other, We fhould read, at the 
bottom of this monument, In AN AGL OF BARBA~ 


rity, Las-CAsas, WHOM THOU SEL’ST, WAS A, 


BENEVOLENT MAN. In the mean while thy name 
will remain engraved upon every feeling heart 5 
and when thy countrymen fhall blufh at the bar~ 
barifin of their pretended heroes, they will take 
pride in thy virtues. May thefe fortunate 
times not be fo far diflant as we apprehend they 
are | 

Cuaruzs V. enlightened by his.own reflec- 
tions, or prevailed upon by the impetuous elo- 
quence of Las-Cafas, ordered, in 1542, that all 
the commanderies which fhould become vacant, 
fhould be indifcriminately reunited to the crown. 
This decree was not in force in Mexico and Peru, 
and occafioned a bloody and obftinate war. The 


government were obliged to annul it three years 
after 5 
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Boo ® after; but authority was eftablithed with fufli- 
feenyanel Clent folidity in 31549, to bid defiance to alt 


complaints, and to be no longer impeded by the 
fear of infurreGions, 

Ar this period the Indians were freed fiom 
all perfonal fervices, and the tribute they were to 
pay to their commandeis was regulated. The 
matters, hitherto fo oppreffive, were forbidden 
to1efide in the extent of their jurifdiétion, and 
to fleep there'more than one night. They were 
alfo prohibited from having any dwelling there, 
from leaving their families, fiom poffelling any 
lands, from breeding any cattle, and from efta- 
blifhing any manpfactures, “They were forbidden; 
to intermix in marriage with their vaffals, and 
to take any of them into theirfervice, The perfon 
commiffioned to collect their taxes, mutt have 
the fanétion of the magiftrate, and muft give 
fecurity againft any vexations he fhould he guilty 
of, 

Tre tax impofed upon the natives of the coun+ 
wy, to make their conquerors fbf with a 
degree of dignity, is not even merely q gratuitous 
favour, Thefe proud matlers ave obliged to 
collect their fubjects in a village, to build them 
achurch, and to pay the clergyman appointed to 
inftrué them, They are obliged to fix their re- 
fidence in the principal town of the province, in 
which their commandery is fituated, and to have 
always horfes and arms in readinefs to repell an 
enemy, whether foreign or domettic. They are 
not permitted.to abfent themlelves, ’till they 

have 
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have put a foldier, approved by government,’ 
in their place. 

No itfmerial alterations were made in thefe 
yégulations ’cill 1568. It was then sefolved that 
the comrianderies, which, for thirty-two yéas 
palt, had‘ been granted for two lives, fhould 
‘continue'to be given in the fame manner; but 
thar thofe, the revenue of which exceeded ten 
thoufand eight hundred livres *, fhould be fub- 
ject to pehfions. All of them were in future to 
be proclaimed when they became vacant, and 
fuppofing the merit of the competitors equal, 
to be diftributed in pteference to the heirs 
of the conquerors, and, after them, to the 
defcendants of the firft colonifls, ‘The cowt, 
percelving that thefe rewards were more fre~ 
quently diftributed by favour than by talents, or 
the claim ofan ancient origin, ‘ordered, in 1688, 
that they fhéild be annulled, if the favours 
gianted by the viceroys' wer tlot-confirmed in'Hxt 
years for Peru, ‘aid in Give (OF the vel of “Aries 
rita. The chief oF the commardery} 4 owever, 
entered into the unjopineiit of hispofl'td fodk'as 
hev was appointed. Fe wag only vegullfed oF MH 
to" fecure the. retlitution 6f the fithg' he thight 
have received, if the ehdicé that had been mide 
of hima werd not ratified at the time prelcribed by 
the ordinancés, 

‘Ar the beginning of the laft century, the go- 
vernment appropriated to themfelves the third. 
part of the revenne of the commanderfes. Soon 
after this, they took the whole of it into theit 
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BOOK hands, and forbade their delegates to fill up 

Weed thofe that fhould become vacant, At length, 
they were all fuppreifed in 1720, except thofé 
that were given in perpetuity to Cortez, and to 
fome hofpitals or religious communities. At this 
period, fo remarkable in the annals of, the New 
World, the Indians were dependent only on the 
crown, 

Was this fyflem the beft that could poffibly 
be adopted for .the intereft of Spain and the 
felicity of the other hemifphere ?. Who will be 
able to folve a problem, in which fo mtany cirs 
cumftances ate complicated ? The rights of jus 
tice; the fentiments of humanity, the private 
views of minifters; the fway of the momeht ; the 
ambition of the great; the rapacioufnefs of fa- 
vourites; the projects of {peculative men; th¢ 
authority of the priefthood; the influence of the 
manners, and of prejudice; the character of the 
diftant fubjeGs; the nature of the climate, of 
the foil, and of the labours; the diftance of 
places, the tardinefs and contempt of the fove. 
reign’s orders; the tyranny of governors; the 
impunity of crimes; the uncertainty of accounts 
and of accufations; and fuch a multitude of other 
different matters. We need not therefore be 
furprized at the long uncertainty of the court of 
Madrid; when, in the center of European nas 
tions, at the foot of the throne, under the imme 
diate infpeétion of the directors of the ftare, we 
fee ‘abufes fubfifting, and often increafing on 
account of the abfurdity of meafures. The man, 
with whom they were furrounded, was then 

taken 
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taken for the model of the man at a diflance; Be K 


and it was imagined that the fame fyftem of legit- 
lation which fuited the one, was equally adapted 
to the other. In former times, and, perhaps, 
even at prefent, we confound with each other, 
two beings feparated by immenfe differences, the 
favage and the civilized mans the man born in 
the center of liberty, and the man born in the 
thackles of flavery. The averfion of the favage 
for our cities, arifeth from the improper manner 
in which we have introduced ourfelves into his 
foretts, P 

Ar prefent, the Indians, who have not been 
fettled in the towns, are all colleéted in villages, 
which they are not permitted to quit, and where 
they form municipal affemblies, over which their 
cacique préfides. Tio each of thefe villages a 
territory of greater or lefs extent is attached, 
according to the nature of the foil, and the num- 
ber of it’s inhabitants, Part of it is culttvated in 
common for the public neceffities, and the reft is 
diflributed to the families for their private ufe. 
‘The law hath ordained that this domain fhould 
be unalienable; fome portions of it, however, 
are, from time to time, allowed to be detached 
from it, in favour of the Spaniards ; > but always 
with an annual charge upon it, for the profit of 
.the fellers, under the infpeGion of government. 
‘There is no inftitution which prevents the Indians 
from having lands belonging to them; but they 
have feldom the power or the inclination to make 
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As difgiace breaks down all the fptings of the 
mind, one of the caufes of this poverty, and 
of this difcouragement, mutt be the obligation 
impofed upon thefe people, of being alone de« 
voted to the public labous. The law ordains 
that they fhould be paid for this humiliating 
Jabou ; but the diflance from whence they may 
be brought, and the time they may be detained, 
depends upon the government of the {pot, 

Anotazr duty impofed upon the Indians, is 
to be at the difpofal of all the citizens; but 
merely for the manufactures, and the cultures of 
primaly neceflity; and this in rotation only, for 
eighteen days confecitively, and for a falary 
fettled by the ordinances. : 

Tusy have ftill a more burthenfome tafk, 
dnd that is the working of the rhines, ‘The di- 
rectors were originally the fole reghlators of this 
tafk. It was afterwards provided for by ftatutes, 
which were frequently varied. At piefent no 
Indians are called to the mines, except to thole 
of Guanca Velica, and of Potofi, which have 
patticular privileges, who live at the diftance of 
more than thirty miles: they are allowed four 


.teals, or fifty-four fols* per day; they are de- 


tained no longer than fix months, and the feventh 
part of a colony is only employed in them at 
Peru, and the twenty-fifth part at Mexico, 
Frequently even there are a lefs number, be- 
cqufe libertinifin, cupidity, the expeétation of 
thieving, and, perhaps, other motives, attradt 


* About 2s, 3d. 
there 


IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES, 


there, a great number of Meftees, Mulattoes, 
and natives. 

A trisyre which the male Indians, from 
eighteen to fifty years of age, pay to the govern- 
ment, completes this multitude of calumities, 
This tax, which was originally paid in provifions, 
is not the fame in all parts, It is fiom eight 
to fifteen, twenty, thirty, and forty livres *, ace 
cording to the different periods when, at the 
requeft of the perfons who paid it, it was con~ 
verted into coin. The cuftom which prevailed 
with the government, of requiring always in 
money the value of the productions, the price of 
which varies with time and place, introduced 
thefe difproportions, which were greater, and 
confequently more deftructive in Sauth, than 
they were in North America, where the capita- 
tion is ufnally of nine reals, or fix livres one fol 
fix deniers t. The fourth part of this tax is 
diftributed to the clergyman, to the cacique, and 
to the Spaniard, commiffioned in each province 
to prevent the oppreffion of the Indians, or 
kept for the purpofe of affifting the community 
in any of it’s misfortynes. Such is the legal 
condition of the Indians: but no,ane can deter- 
mine how much private injuftice, adds weight to 
a burthen already too heavy, That, among the 
vexations which hath moft attracted the notice of 
government, hath proceeded from the officer, 


” From 6%. Bd. to 128 10d.—162, Sdimwil. ga ang 
il. 138. 4d. 
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BOOK who js called an Aicade at Mexico, and a Cotre- 


VEL 


heme gidor at Peru. 


Tuts is a magiftrate charged, under the in- 
fpeétion of the viceroy, or of the tribunals, wich 
the adminiftration of juftice; with the manage- 


ment of the finances, of war, of polige, and of 


every thing that can concern public order, 
throughout the fpace of thirty, forty, and fifty 
leagues. Although the law prohibixed him, as 
well as the other depofitaries of authority, from 
undertaking any trade; yet, from the earlieft 
times, he monopolized ail that was poffible to be 
carried on with the Indians under his jurifdidtion. 
As he only remained five years in office, he ufed 
to deliver, almoft as feon as he got in, the mer- 
chandize he had to fell, and employed the reft 
of his time in colleCting in the payments. The 
oppreffion became general, ‘The unfortunate 
natives of the country were always crufhed by 
the enormity of the prices, and frequently by 
being obliged to take goods of no ule to them, 
but which the tyrant himfelf had fometimes been 
compelled to receive from the merchants, who 
afforded him a long and hazardous credit. Every 
thing, or almof every thing, was refufed to the 
poor, and thofe who enjoyed any kind of eafe in 
their circumftances were overburthened. When 
the payments became due, they were exaéted 
with barbarous feverity, by a creditor who is ar 
once hoth judge and party; and the moft heavy 
penalties- were inflidled upon the debrors, who 
failed either in the voluntary or compelled obli- 
gations they had entered into. 
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abeGed wich chefe enotmities, which were more Weytes 


atrocious and more frequent in South, than 
they wete in North America... They thought it, 
however, neceffaty to tolerate them, from an 
idea genefally entertained, that if the chain- 
which was formed was once to be broken; 
thefe indolent and thoughtlefs people would be 
in wane of clothing, of inftruments of agriéul- 
tute, of cattle neceffary for all che labours, and 
that they would immediately fall into a ftate of 
inaction and extreme mifery. Some prudent men 
endeavoured to reconcile interefls that were fo 
oppofite to each other; but none of thelr Ideas 
were found to be practicable, A fure method of 
leffeninig the mifchief, would have, been, to put 
tle magiftrates, who went to feek, in andther 
hemifphere, a fortune which their native country 
refufed then, updh a better footing! bur the 
miniftry would never confent to this'increafe of 
expence. . Since the year 1791, the Aléades; aud 
the ‘Corregidors, are obliged to fix upon the 
place of their refidence, the goods they have to 
fell, and the price they thean to put upon them,’ 
Tf they deviate from chis rate, which is approved 
of by theitfuperiors, they are to lofe their places; 
and to reftore the quadruple of what they have 
punoined: This regulation, which is rather 
ftrigtly attended 10, hath in ftime' ‘degree dimi- 
nifhed the depredationss egel 


A rorM of government was wanting forthe feve. Ciuil gs 
tal people we have been {peaking of; and the court easuine! 
af Madrid adopted that which was the moft abfo- eee 
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lute. The Spanifh monarchs took all the. rights, 
and all the powers into their own hands, and in« 
trufted the exercife of them to two delegates, 
who, under the title of viceroys, were to enjoy 
the preragatives of fovereignty during all the- 
time of their commiffion. They were attended, 
in their public, functions, and, even in their pri-, 
vate life, with a degree of pomp, which feemed, 
calculated to increafe the refpect and terror. 
which, was infpired by, authority. The number 
of thefe dittinguifhed offices hath fince been 
doubled, without the leaf derogation,from their - 
dignity, Their condugt, , however, as well, as 
that of, the, inferior, agents,, was fubjeét to the 
cenfure of ‘the, Gouncil for Indias a tribunal 
exected,in Europe, to,,govern, under the infpece 
tion, of ‘the monarch, the conquered provinces in 
the New World. 

In thefe diftant, countries were eftablithed ten 
courts of juftice, appointed to infure the tran~ 


_quillity of the citizens, and to fettle any differ 


ences that might arife, among them. Theft 
tribunals, know’n by .the, name of Audiences, 
pronounced definitively, upon criminal, matters. 
but caufes that were. merely civil, and which, 
were for more than, 10,156. piaftres, or 54,843 
livres *, might be, carried, by appeal, to the 
council, for India. The privilege granted, to 
thefe great bodjes, to make remonftrances to the, 
depofitaries of the royal aythority, and the fil 
more confiderable prerogative given to thofe of 
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‘the capitals, to fill the duties of the vice-royalty, 
‘whenever they were vacant, raifed them to a 
‘degree of importance, which, as magifirites, they 

‘would riot have acquired. : 
Ir feemed more difficult to regulate the eccle- 
fiaftical form of government. At the period of 
the difcovery of the New World, all Europe was 
covered with a veil of darknefs, woven, or 
thickened, by the prejudices which the court of 
Rome had inceffantly diffufed, fornetimes openly, 
and fometimes with cunning, Thefe fuuperfti- 
tions were more deeply rooted, and more gene- 
ral in Spain, where the infidels had for fo long 
a time paft been the object of their hatred and of 
their wars, The fovereigns of this kingdom, 
one would naturally imagine, would have eftab- 
Jithed beyond the feas, the bad principles of the 
pontiffs who gave them another hemifphere ; but 
this was not the cafe. Thefe princes, more en- 
lightened, as it fhould feem, than might be ex~ 
pected from the age they Jived in, deprived the 
ruler of Chriftendom of the privilege of collating 
to the benefices of the church, and even of the 
tithes, which the priefts had affumed tq them- 
felves in all parts. Unfortunately, the prudence 
that had di¢tated this fyftem was not followed by 
their fucceffors; who founded, or 'permitted to 
be founded, too great a number of bifhopricks, 
Nomberlefg churches were conftructed, and con. 
yents of both fexes multiplied beyond every idea 
of excefs. Celibacy became the ruling paffion 
jn a defert country. Metals, which fhould have 
been employed in fertilizing the earth, were 
T 3 throw’n 
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BOO throw’n away upon the churches. The clergy, 

beemyond NotwithManding their ignorance and coiruptian, 
obtained the 1eftoration ‘of the greateft part of 
thofe oppreflive tithes which had been draw’n 
out of their avaritious hands. America feemed 
now to have been conquered but for them. In 
the mean while, the inferior clergy, thofe who are 
in other parts fo mild and fo refpeétable, did not 
find therofelves fufficiently opulent. The Indian, 
whom they were appointed to inftruét and com- 
fort, did not dare to appear before them without 
fome prefent. They indulged bim in fuch of his 
former fuperftitions as were of -advantage to 
themfelves; as for inftance, the'cuftorm of putting 
a great quantity of provifions dpon the tombs of 
the dead. They fee an exorbitant price upon 
their fun@ions, and had always fome pious invens 
tions, which gave them an opportunity of exad- 
ing freth taxes. Such a conduct had rendered 
their tenets generally odious. Thele people 
went to mafs as they did to the labours of vaf- 
falage, execrating the barbarous flrangers, who 
loaded their bodies and their fouls with burthens 
equally weighty. 

Tre feandal became public, and almoft gene~ 
ral, ‘Ihe fecular and the regular clergy, who 
both of them fulfilled the fame miniftry, mutually 
accufed each other of thefe vexations, The firik 
defcribed their rivals as i fet of vagabonds, who 
had withdraw’n themfelves from the fuperintend- 
ence of their fuperiors, if order to follow their 
libertinifm with impunity, The latter accufed 
the other of their i ignorance and indolence, and 
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cenfured them for being wholly taken up with the 2 9.0 ® 
education of their families. We acknowlege, -—y— 
with regret, that there was reafon for thefe re- 
proaches on both fides. “The court was for a 
long time difturbed by the intrigaes of  thefe 
two cabals, which were inceffantly renewed, 
At length they decreed, in 1757, that the monks 
thould occupy the benefices they held during life, 
but that they thould not be fucceeded in them 
by men of the fame profeffion. This determi- 
nation, which brings matters again into their 
natural order, will probably be attended with 
favourable confequences. 

Ir was a great point, tohave regulated, in the pitrbuioa 
firft inflance, all the great {prings of the new em- of the Iauds 
pire. Ip now remained to fettle the defliny of ol x 


the ume of 
thofe ‘who were to live in it. The foverecign, the con- 


who thought himfelf the legitimate poffeffor of Mote of 
all the lands of America, by right of conqueft, wee gett 
and by the conceffion of the pontifis, caufed fome fim ert 
of them, at firft, to be diftributed among his 
foldiers, who had fought in the New World. 

Tur foot loldier received a piece of ground, of © 
the length of onc hundred feet, and of the breadth 
of fifty, to build upon; one thoufand eight hun- 
dred and eighty-five toifes for garden-ground ; 
feven thoufand five hundred and forty-three for 
his orchard; ninety-four thoufand two hundred 
and eighty-eight for the culture of European 
corn; and nine thonfand four hundred and twen- 
ty-eight for that of Indian corn; and all the 
extent of ground that was neceflary to breed ten 
hogs, twenty goats, one hundred fheep, twenty 
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horned cattle, and five horfes, The cavalry nan 
was allowed double the quantity of ground for 
his buildings, and the quintuple of all the reft. 
Soon after towns were conftruéted. Thefe were 
not Jeft to the caprice of perfons who meant to in- 
habit them, The ordonnances required that they 
fhould be in an agreeable fituation, in a whole 
fome air, on a fertile foil, abounding with wa~ 
ters. They regulated the pofition of the churches, 
the direlion of the ftreets, and the extent of the 
public fquares. It was ufually fome rich and 
active individual who undertook to build them, 
after they had obtained the fanétion of govern+ 
ment. Ifthe whole was not finifhed at the ftipu- 
lated time, he loft all the money he had ad- 
vanced, and was likewife indebted to the trea» 
fury 5,400 livres*, The other obligations im- 
pofed upon him were, to find a clergyman for his 
church, and to fupply him with all that was re» 
quired to keep up the decency of a regular form 
of worfhip, He was alfo obliged to collect at leaft 
thirty Spanifh inhabitants, each of whom was to 
have ten cows, four oxen, one mare, one fow, 
twenty fheep, one cock, and fix hens. When 
thefe conditions were fulfilled, the civil and cri~ 
minal jurifdiétions were granted to him in the fut 
inftance for two generations, the right of appoint- 
ing the municipal officers, and four leagues fquare 
of territory, 
_ Parg of this great fpace was taken up in the 
placing of the city, by the commons, and by the 
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perfon who undertook the bufinefs. The reft was 8 Q o K 
divided into equal portions, which were draw’n : 
for by lot, and none of which could be alienated 
till after five years cultivation, Every, citizen was 
to have as many lots as he had houfes ; but his 
property was never to exceed what Ferdinand had 
originally granted at Saint Domingo to three 
horfemen. 

‘Tuoss perfons who had poffeffions in the towns 
that were already founded, were excluded by law 
from the new fetclements: but this fri regu- 
lation did not’ extend to their children. All the 
Indians, who were not detained elfewhere by en- 
gagements which they could not break, were al- 
lowed to fettle there as fervants, as mechanics, or 
as labourers. I 

Excwusive of the lands which were fecured to 
the troops, and to the foundets of towns, the 
chiefs of the feveral colonies were authorized to 
diftribute fome to the Spaniards who were in- 
clined to fettle in the New Hemifphere, This 
great privilege was taken from them in 159%. 
Philip If, whofe ambition engaged him in per« 
petual wars, and whofe obftinacy would never al» 
Jow him to put an end to them, wae hot able to 
anfwer fo many expences, The fale of the lands 
in America, which to this period had been given 
away, was one of the refources that fugpefted it» 
felf to him, His law had, even in fome fort, a 
retroactive effect, in as much as it ordered the 
confifcation of all that was pofleffed without a le« 
gitimare title, unlefs the ufurper fhould confent 
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to redeem thefe poffeffions, An arrangernetie fo 
ufeful in reality, or in appearance, to the treafury, 
never received any modification at any period, 
nor hath it yet expertenced any. 

Bor it was a more eafy matter to beftow lands 
gratuitoufly upon fome adventurers, or to cede 
them. to fuch perfons at a low price, than to in- 
duce them to make them fertile, This kind of 
labour was defpifed by the firft Spaniards, whom 
their avidity had led into the Indies. The flow, 
laborious, .and expenfive mode of cultivation, 
could fcarce tempt men, who, in the hope of 
nmyeking an éafy, brillianc, and rapid fortune, had 
braved the waves of an unknow’n ocean, and the 
dangers of all kinds that awaited chem, upon un- 
wholefome and barbarous coafts. They were in 
hafte to enjoy; and the moft expeditious way of 
doing this, was to feize upon the minerals. An 
enlightened government would have endeavoured 
to redlify the ideas of their fubjects, and to give, 
as much as poffible, another bent to their anibi- 
tion. Bue the direct contrary af this took place ; 
the evror of individuals became the policy of the 
minittry ; they were blind enough to prefer trea~ 
fures that are merely fo by convention, the quan+ 
tity of which could not fail of being diminithed, 
and which mufl daily lofe fomething of their ima- 
ginary price, to’riches that are inceflantly fpring- 
ing up afreth, and the value of which mult gra- 
dually increafe in alltimes. This iMufion of the 
cdnquérors and, of the fovereigns, threw the ftare 
gut of the road of profperity, and formed the 
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manners in America. Nothing was in eflimation 
but gold or filver, accumulated by rapine, by op- 
preffion, and by the working of the mines. 

In the earlieft times of the conquelt, it was de- 
creed that the mines fhould belong to the per- 
fon who difcovered them, provided he had them 
regiftered in the tribunal neareft to the fpot. ‘T'he 
government had at firft the imprudence to have 
the portion of this rich foil, which they had re- 
ferved for themfelves, fearched on thcir own ac- 
count; but they foon renounced this ruinous 
error, and contraéted the habit of ceding it to the 
proprietor of the refl of the mine for a veiy mo- 
derate fum, If thefe treafures were found in cul- 
tivated parts, which fearce ever happened, the 
perfon who undertook the mine was to purchafe 
the extent of ground he wanted, or to give up 
the hundredth part of the ore. Upon barren 
mountains the proprietor was more than fufli- 
ciently indemnified fot the litle damage he re- 
ceived, by the value which a new exertion gave 
to’ the’ produdtions cultivated in the neighbour- 
hood. : 

From the moft antient times, the mines, of 
whatfoever nature they were, gave up to the trea- 
fury in Spain the fifth of their produce. This 
guttom was carried into the New World; but in 

rocefs of time the government was obliged to 
confine itfelf to a tenth for the gold, and even in 
173, for the filver in Peru. They wete alfo 
obliged in general to lower the price of mercury, 

. Fill the year 1761, this neceffary agent had been 
fold 
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fold for 432 livres * the quintal. At this period ig 
coft no more than 324 +, or éven 216 livres 4, for 
the mines that were not abundant, or which were 
very expenfive in the working. 

Evury thing leads us €o fuppofe, that the court 
of Spain will bé obliged, fooner or later, to make 
other facrifices. In proportion as the metals 
prow thore cornition in commerce, they decreafe 
in value, and they reprefent fewer commodities. 
This degradation mult one day make the bett 
mines be negleéted, as it hath fucceffively made 
the middling onés to have been abandoned, unlefs 
the burthen of thofe who work them be alleviated, 
The time, perhaps, is not far diftant, when the 
Spanifh miniftiy mutt be contented with two 
reals, or one livre feven fols §, which they 
receive per mark for the ftamp and for the 
coinage. 

Tur circumftance that might give great weight 
to thefe conje€tures is, that there are fcarce any 
men, except thofe whofe affairs are in a doubtful 
or ruinous ficuation, who venture the taking of a 
part in the mines, If it fhould fometimes hap- 
pen, that a rich merchant fhould be ftimulated ta 
it by an unbounded avidity, he doth it always 
under the veil of the mott impenetrable fecrecy, 
The. bold fpeculator may confent to expofe his 
fortune, but never his name. He is well aware, 
that if his engagements weie know’n, his repu- 
tation, and his credit, would be inevitably lof. 
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Ic is not, ’till his rafhnefs hath been crowned with 
the moft brilliant fuccefs, that he can venture to 
avow the rifques he hath rua. 

‘Wun the government hall be obliged to give 
up the duties they yet receive from the metals, 
they wil] fill have confiderable revenues for the 
expences of fovereignty. The principal of thefe 
ought to have heen the tithes, which Ferdinand 
had compelled the court of Rome to: give up to 
him: but Charles V. from motives which it is 
not eafy to conjecture, deprived himfelf of them 
in, favour of the bifhops, the chapters, the rec~ 
tors, the hofpitals,, the building of the churches 5 
in a word, in favour of men and of eftablifh~" 
ments, which were either too rich already; or. foon 
became fo. This prince farce tranftnitted the 
ninth part, of them to, his fucceffors, It was. 
neceffary that a tribute extorted from the Th- 
dians fhould fll up a void fo inconfiderately 
made in the public treafure. The fuperior claffes 
of fociety were not, treated’ with lef manage~ 
ment; all’ the New World was fubject: to tlie: 
Alcavala, 

Tus is'a tax levied only upon what is fold by 
wholefale, and which doth not extend to articles, 
.of daily confumption. It comes originally from 
the Moors. The Spanjards adopted it in 1341, 
and fettled it at the rate.of five per cent. It was: 
afterwards carried up to ten, and even to four- 
teen: but, in 1750, arrangements were made,. 
which brought it back to what it had been in the 
firft inftance, Philip IJ. after.the difatter of that 
‘fleet, fo.well know'n by the pompous.title, of In-- 

vincible,, 


285 


BOOK 
VOL 


Sm dined 


Taxes eftab- 
lithed in 
Spanifh 
America. 


285 


BOOK 
Vii, 


Nemes pmanend 


HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


vincible, was urged, in rg91, by his wants, to 
require this affiftance from his poffeflions in 
America. It was at firft only at two per cent. and 
in 1627 itrofe to four, 

Srampt paper, that mode fo wifely invented 
to fecure the fortune of individuals, and which is 
become, in all parts, one of the principles of 
their ruin in the hands of the treafury: ftampt 
paper, I fay, was introduced, in 1641, into all’ 
the Spanith provinces of the New ‘World: 

Tut monopoly of tobacco began to diftrels 
Peru in 1752, Mexico, in 1754, and in the in- 
terval of thefe two periods, all’ the other parts of 
the hemifphere dependent on Caftile. 

Ar divers times, the crown hath appropriated 
to itfelf, in the New as well as in the Old World, 
the monopoly of gunpowder, lead, and cards, 

Tus moft extraordinary of all impofts, how- 
ever, is the crufade, It took it’s rife in thofe 
ages of folly and fanaticifm, when millions of 
Europeans went to lofe their lives in the Eatt for 
the recovery of Paleftine. The court of Rome 
revived ic in favour of Ferdinand; who, in 15093 
withed to attack the Moors of Aftica, ‘This tax 
{lil fubfifts in Spain, where it is never lower than 
twelve fols fix denieis*, and never higher than 
four livres +. A greater {um is paid for it in the 
New World, wheie it is only colleéed evely 
two years, and where it rifes from thirty-five fols 
to thirteen livres t, according to the rank and 
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fortunes of the citizens. For this fum the people & a a 
acquire the liberty of obtaining abfolution from eapaah 
their confeffors, for fuch crimes as are referved 
for the abfolution of the Pope and the bithops ; 
they acquire the right of eating, upon days of abfti- 
nence, fome kinds of protubited food, and a mulri- 
tude of indulgences, for fins already committed, or 
for thofe that may be committed in future. The 
government do not ftritly oblige their fubjedcts to 
sake this bull: but the priefts would refule the 
tomforts of religion to thofe who fhould neglect 
or difdain it; and there is not, perhaps, in all 
Spanifh America, one man fufficiently bold or 
fufficiently enlightened to brave this ecclefiattical 
ceniuie, 

T win not, therefore, addrefs myfelf to a fet of 
foolith mortals, whom we fhould in vain advile to 
fhake off the double yoke under, which they are 
opprefled; and I will not fay to them, What! do 
ye not conceive thac Providence, which watches 
over your prefervation, in prefenting you with 
food which is proper for you, and in perpetuating 
inceffantly the appetency you have for it, meant 
undoubtedly to allow you the fice ult of in? IF 
the Heavens were irritated when you cat of jc in 
a forbidden feafon, there is no power on earth 
that could difpenfe with your obedience. Dao, ye 
ndt fee that your ftupid credulity is iimpofed 
upon, and that by an infamous kind of traffic, 
a being who is not greater than you are, a cica- 
ture who is nothing before the face of your cam- 
mon mafter, arrogatés to himfelf che right of 
commanding you in hig name, or of freeing vou 
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froin the obfervation of his orders for a piece of 
money? This piece of money, doth he take it 
for himfelf, or doch he give it to his God? Is his 
God indigent? Doth he depend upon refources, 
or doth he amafs treafures? If in the other life 
he be a rewarder of virtue, and an avenger of 
crimes, neither the gold which you have given, 
nor the abfolution which you fhall have pur- 
chafed with that gold, will have any effect upon 
the fcale, If his venal juttice thould admit of 
corruption, he would be as vile and as contempt~ 
ible as thofe who are feated in your tribunals. 
If his reprefentative had the fame power for him- 
felf, ashe hath perfuaded you that he hath for'you, 
he might be the moft wicked of mankind with 
impunity, fince there is not any crime which he 
would not have it in his power to pardon, Nei-~ 
ther will I addrefs myfelf to the fubaltern mi- 
nifters of this proud chief, becaufe they have a 
common intereft with him; and that inftead of 
anfwering me they would light up the ftake 
under my feet, But I will addrefs myfelf to the 
Chief himfelf, and to the whole body gver which 
he prefides, and I will tell them: 

Ip is time you fhould renounce this unwor- 
thy monopoly, which difgraces you, and which 
difhonours both the God whom you preach, and 
the religion which yoy profefs, Simplify your 
doétrine, and purge it from abfurdities, Aban- 
don, with a good grace, all the pofts from which 
you will be driven. The world is too enlightened 
fo be any longer gulled with incomprehenfibili- 
ties that are repugnant tp reafon, or to give 

credit 
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to all religions, cannet be admitted as proofs wp 


for any one. Return to a practicable and focial 
fyftem of morality. Let the reformation of your 
theology be followed by that of your manners, 
Since you enjoy the privileges of fociety, partake 
of the burthens of it. Do not any longer plead 
your immunities againft the efforts of an equi- 
table miniftry, who would wifh to bring you 
back to the general condition of other citizens, 
Your fpirit of intoleration, and the odious means 
by which you have acquired, and ftill continue to 
heap up riches upon riches, have done more in- 
jury to your opinions, than all the arguments of 
incredulity. Had you been the appeafers of 
public and domettic troubles, thé advocates of the 
poor, the fupport of the perfecuted, the media« 
tors between the hufband and the wife, between 
fathers and children; had you been, among 
citizens, the organs of the law, the friends of 
the throne, and co-operators with the magiftrate 
however abfurd your tenets had been, mankind 
would have been filent. No’ one would have 
ventured to attack a clafs of men fo ufeful and fo 
refpectable. But you have fpread divifions over 
Europe for concerns of the moft frivolous natuie. 
‘All countries have been recking with blood, 
and for reafons which at prefent we bluth to 
think of. IF you would reftore to your miniftry 
it’s former dignity, be humble, be indulgent, 
be even poor if it fhould be neceffary: for fo 
your founder was. His apoltles, his difciples, 
and their followers, who converted all the 
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Bo ® kaow'n world were fo likewife. Be neither 

weeny mountebanks nor hypocrites, nor fimoniacal, nor 
dealers in things which you give out as holy. 
Endeavour to become priefts again; that is to 
fay, delegates from the Moft High, to preach 
virtue to men, and to fhew them the example of 
it, And thou, Pontiff of Rome, call thyfelf no 
longer the fervant of the fervants of God, unlefs 
thou wilt be fo. Confider that the ara of thy 
bulls, of thine indulgences, of thy pardons, and. 
of thy difpenfations is paft. It is in vain that 
thou would’tt fell the Holy Ghoft, if no one can 
be found to purchafe it. Thy fpiritual revenue 
ig continually decreafing, and, fooner or later, it 
muft be reduced to nothing, Whatever the fub- 
fidies may be, the nations that pay them are 
naturally inclined to get rid of them; and the 
Nlighteft pretence is fufficient. Since from a 
fifherman, thou haft made thyfelf a temporal 
prince, become, as all good fovereigns are, the 
promoter of agriculture, of the arts, of manu- 
factures, of trade, and of population. Thou 
wilt then have no occafion for a traffic that is 
feandalous, “Thou wile reftore to the labours of 
man, the precious days which thou haft deprived 
him of; and thou wilt recover our veneration, 
which thou haft loft, 

Tue finances of the Spanifh continent of the 
other hemtifphere were for along time a myftery 
to the miniftry themfelves. The chaos was in 
fome meafure cleared up by M. de la Enfenada, 
Each of the twelve years of his fortunate admi- 
niftration, the crown received from thefe coun- 
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tries, or from the duties they collected at the de- 
parture and at the return of the fleets, 17,719,448 
livres 12 fols*, This refource of government 
hath fince been much increafed, both from the 
value of the new taxes, and from the ftriétnefs 
that hath been obferved in the collecting of the 
old ones, At prefent the public revenue of 
Mexico amounts to 54,000,0q0 livres ¢; that of 
Peru, to 27,000,000 livres 5 that of Guatimala, 
of the New Kingdom, of Chili, and of Paraguay 
to 9,100,000 livres §, This amounts in all to 
90,100,000 livres ||. The local expences abfoib 
56,700,000 livres @ ; fo that there remain for the 
treafury, 34,500,000 livres **, Add to this 
fum, 20,584,450 livres {} 3 which they receive in 
Enrope itfelf upon the articles fent to the eola- 
nies, or which are brought from thence, and it 
will be found that the court of Madrid draws 
annually, 55,084,450 livres tt from it’s pro. 
vinces in the New World, But all thefe riches 
do not enter into the royal coffers of the rnother- 
country, Part of them is employed in the Spa. 
nith ifands in America, for the expence of 
fovereignty, and for the building of thips, or for 
the purchafing of tobacco, 

Spatn had fearce difcovered this other hemi- 


fphere, when the conceived the idea of a fyftem 
* 938.3101 782d, t 2,250,000! 
ft 1,125,000, § 37911661, 138) ade 
I 3.754,1661, 138. 4d. G 2,362,500 1, 
** 1,437,500 1, tt 8575585 1. 8s. 4d. 
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Unknow’n to the people of antiquity, but which 


eyed hath fince been adapted by modern nations, that 


of taking into her hands all the produétions of 
her colonies, and the whole care of fupplying 
them with provifions. In this view the govern- 
ment were not fatisfied with forbidding thefe new 
eftablifhments, under capital penalties, to hold 
any foreign intercourfe; but they carried their 
ftri&tnefs fo far, as to render all communication 
between them impracticable, and to prohibie 
them from fending any of their fhips to the 
country from which they originally came. This 
fpirit of jealoufy foon betrayed itfelf in the 
mother-country. The ships, indeed, were at firft 
allowed to fet out from different ports; but they 
were al} obliged to return to Seville. The 
wealth, which this preference accumulated in 
this city, foon enabled it to obtain, that the 
fhips fhould be difpatched from it’s harbour, as 
well as they were compelled to return to it. The 
river, that wafhes it’s walls, not being afterwards 
found confiderable enough to receive the thips, 
which had gradually increafed to a certain fize, 
it was the peninfila of Cadix, which became the 
general flaple. All foreign merchants, fettled in 
this port, which was-become famous, were for- 
bidden to take a direét part in ‘a trade of fo lu- 
erative a nature. In vain did they reprefent, 
that as they confumed the provifions of the king- 
dom, as: they paid the taxes, and as they en- 
couraged agticulture, induftry, and navigation, 
they ought to be confidered as citizéns. Thele 


reafons were never attended to in 4 court where 
cuflom 
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cuftom was the fupreme law, Thefe active, 
opulent, and enlightened men, who for a long 
time palt had alone kept up the counections. 
between the Antient and the New World, were 
always obliged, with more difgyft and Inconve. 
nience chan one would imagine, to cover their 
moft trifling tranfactions under a Spanifh name, 

Tue liberty of undertaking voyages to the 
great fettlements that were forming on all fides 
in the other Hemifphere, was even much re- 
ftrained with regard to the natives themfelves. 
The government took the refolution of regu» 
lating, every year, the number of fhips that it 
was thought proper to fend, and to fix she time 
of their fetting out. It entered into their fyftem 
of politics, to render thefe voyages very unfre= 
quent, and che permillion to fir ouc a veffel 
became a very fignal favour. In order to obtain 
it, the capital of the empire was filled with in- 
trigues, and corruption was kept up in all the 
offices, 

Unper the pretence of preventing frauds, of 
eftablifhing »an invariable order, and of pro- 
curing entire fafety to thips that were richly 
laden, delays, vifitations, fearchings, failors, 
and formalities of every kind were multiplied to 
fuch a degree, both in Europe and America, 
that the ufelefs expences doubled the value of 
fomeé goods, and enhanced confiderably that of 
others, 

Tue oppreffion of the cuftoms completed the 
ruin of every thing, The articles exported to the 
other Hemifphere, were fubje@ed to fuch duties, 
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BOOK aghad never exifted in any age, or on any part of 


Wey the lobe. The price even-that had been given 
for them was taxed. ‘I'he gold, on it’s return, 
paid four per cent, and the filver nine, 

Lr Bur how was it poffible that the court of 


court f Madrid fhould be fo grofsly deceived with refpec& 

Reaitre eo their intereflss or (till more, how was it pof- 

weacerge fible they thould perfift in their error? Let us 

tem, endeavour, if we can, to find out the caufes of fo 
ftrange an infatuation, 

Tue empire of the Spaniards over the New 
‘World was eftablifhed in an age of ignorance and 
barbarifm. All the principles of government 
were then forgotten; and we need not certainly 
be furprized, that in the intoxication of their 
victories, a fet of proud conquerors fhould not 
have reftored knowlege, which had been ba+ 
nifhed from Europe for ten or twelve centuries 
patt, 

Ar this period of general infatuation, the court 
of Madrid did not conjecture that the fettlements 
they were forming in another hemifphere would 
only be ufeful, in as much as they fhould pro- 
duce an encouragement of their agriculeure, 
induftry, and navigation. Far from making the 
‘colonies fubordinate to the mother-country, it 
was, in fome meafure, the mother-country that 
was fubordinate to the colonies. Every political 
geconomy was either neglected or difdained 
and the grandeur of the monarchy was viewed 
only in the gold and filver of America, The 
‘people were feized with the fame ambition ; and 
abandoned their native country in multitudes to 
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go in fearch of thefe metals. Thefe immenfe and 8 oy K 
continual emigrations, left a void in the popula- Vo 


tion of the principal country, which was not 
filled up by the iciort of foreigners, becaufe they 
were incefYautly driven from it by pride and the 
fpirit of intuleranon. 

Spain was confirmed, by fucceffes which were 
maintained rather for a long time, in the falfe 
road the had ar firfl marked our for herfelf. An 
afcendency which fhe owed to circumftances 
alone, appeared to her to be a neceflary confe- 
quence of her adminiftration and her maxims, 

Tu calamities which afterwards invaded this 
kingdom on all fides, might poflibly have en- 
lightened its An almoft continued feries of 
wars, fome more fatal than others, deprived ic 
of the tranquillity neceffary to examine into the 
defeéts of a fyftem, which had been, uninter- 
roptedly purfued with the greateft fecuricy. . 

Tue knowlege fucceflively acquired, oy dif- 
fufed by other nations, was very well calculated 
to refute and diffipate the errors of Spain, Whe- 
ther from pride or jealoyfy, this nation obftinately 
rejected the lights it might have obtained from 
ic’s rivals, or it’s neighbours, 

In default of foreign aids, the Spaniards, born 
with @ fpirit of reflection, and with penetrating 
fagacity, might have difcovered many circum- 
ftances of confequence to their profperity, Thig 
kind of genius, which was fit for every thing, 
unfortunately turned itfelf towards contermpla- 
tions which could nob but increafe their mif- 
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To fill up the meafure of thefe misfortunes, 
the caurt of Madrid had, from early times, im- 
pofed a law upon themfelves, to fuppore the 
meafures they had followed, in order that they 
might not be fufpeéted of having lightly taken a 
refolution. Events, however difgraceful they 
were, did not difguft them of thefe politics in 
their connections with America, and they were 
confirmed in them, by the combined, or feparate 
fuffrages, of a multitude of corrupt or difhoneft 
agents, who infured their own private fortune 
by the keeping up of univerfal confufion. 

Tux mifchief, however, was not felt from 
the firft, although fome celebrated writers have 
afferted this with confidence, According to their 
opinion, Spain, feeing herfelf the mittrefs of Ame- 
rica, voluntarily renounced her manufactures and 
her agriculture, Such an extravagant idea never 
entered into the fyflem of any nation. Ar the 
period when the other Hemifphere was difco- 
vered, Seville was celebrated for it’s filk 
manufactures; the woollens of Segovia were 
efteemed the fineft in Europe, and the fluffs of 
Catalonia found an advantageous mart in Italy 
and in the Levant. Other openings for trade 
gave frefh activity to this induftry, and to the 
cultivation of the lands, which is infeparable 
from it. Had it been atherwife, how is it pof- 
fible that this monarchy could have invaded fo 
many provinces; fuftained fo many tedious and 
bloody wars; paid fo many foreign and national 
troops s equipped fuch, numerous and formidable 
flests; kept up divifion in the neighbouring 
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ftates, and purchafed traitors among them; fub- 3 oo -s 
verted all nations by their intrigues; and given Woyuw 


the impulfe to all political events? How could 
they have been the firft, and, perhaps, the only 
power of the univerfe ? 

Bur all thefe exertions occafioned an immenfe 
confumption of men: feveral went over into the 
New World: this other Hemifphere, more 
wealthy and more populous, required more mer- 
chandize; and hands were wanting for all the ° 
labours, ‘Then Spain was furnithed with fub- 
fiftance, and her colonies were fupplied with 
clothing, by forcign nations, where fpecie was 
fill fearce, and, coniequently, labour at a mo- 
derate price. In vain were they excluded from 
this traffic by flri& regulations, Whether they 
were friends or fues, they carried it on without 
interruption, and with fuccefs, under the name 
of the Spaniards, whofe honefty always de- 
ferved the higheft encomiums. The govern 
ment thought to remedy what they imagined to 
be an evil, but which was nothing mare than the 
neceffary confequence of the {tate of things, by 
renewing the antient prohibition of exporting 
either gold or filver, At Seville, and afterwards 
at Cadix, fome bravoes, called Metedores, car- 
tied the ingots upon the ramparts, and threw 
them over to other Metedores, who were to deli- 
ver them to the boats that came up to receive 
them, This clandeftine trade was never diflurbed 
by excifemen, or by guards, who were all paid 
to fhut their eyes, More flri€tnefs would only have 
feryed to increafe the price of the merchandize, 

from 
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Bue, © from the greater difficulty of obtaining the value 
remy of it, If, in conformity to the rigour of the 


erdennances, any delinquent had been feized, 
tried, and condemned to death, and his property 
confifcated, fuch an atrocious al, far from pre+ 
venting the exportation of the metals, would 
have inereafed its becaufe the perfons who had 
before been fatisfied with a moderate gratuity, 
requiring a falary proportioned to the danger 
they mult incur, would have increafed their 
profits by their rifks, and would have made a 
great deal of money go out, in order that they 
might have the more for themfelves, 

Sveu was the ftate of Spain, when the herfelf 
voluntarily aggravated her calamities by the ex- 
pulfion of the Moors, 

Tus nation had reigned for a long time, al- 
moft over the whole of the peninfula, From 
one poft to another, they were fucceffively driven 
to Granada; where, after a ten years conti- 
‘nuance of a bloody war, they were again forced, 
ih 2492, to fubmit to the yoke. By the terms 
of capitulation, they were to be allowed to fol- 
Jow their own form of worfhip; but the con- 
qveror, under various pretences, foon wifhed to 
deprive them of this facred right; and they took 
up aris in order to maintain it, Fortune de~ 
claved itfelf againft thefe unforcunate Muflul- 
men; ahd numbers of them perifhed by the 
fword. Others purchafed the right of caking 
refuge in Africa; and the reft were condemned 
to appear Chriftians, 
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Tass apparent compliance, with which Ferdi~ 3 0.0 
nand and Charles chofe to be fatisfied, did not > 


meet with the approbation of Philip. This 
perfecuting prince required that the Infidels 
fhould be really of his religion. In the hope of 
engaging them to this more certainly, and in 
lefs time, he ordered, in 168, that thefe people 
fhould renounce their idiom, their names, their 
habits, their baths, their cuftoms, and every 
thing that could diftinguifh them from his other 
fubjets. Defpotifm was carried fo far, as to for- 
bid them from changing their refidence, without 
the confent of the magiftrate; from marrying, 
without the leave of the bifhop; from bearing 
arms, under any pretence whatever; and even 
from having any in their poffeffion, An obfti- 
nate refiftance mult have been the confequence of 
fo blind an aft of tyranny. Unfortunately, men 
who had no leader, no difcipline, and no means 
‘of carrying on the war, could make none but 
unavailing efforts againft~ numerous armies, 
accuftomed to carnage, and commanded by ex~ 
perienced generals, The inhabitants of the 
towns and country places, who had entered 
into the rebellion, were almoft generally exter~ 
minated, Seryitude became the lot of all the 
prifoners of both fexes, Thofe even of the 
Moors who had remained quietly at home, were 
conveyed into the interior provinces of the king- 
dom, where they met with nothing but infults 

and reproach. 
Tuts difperfion, and this humiliation, did not 
produce the effec that was expected. The 
cruelties, 
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cruelties, which were inceflantly renewed by a 
fanguinary tribunal, were not more availing, 
It appeared to the clergy, that the only way re- 
maining, was to expel from the monarchy all 
thefe enemies who fo obftinately perfifted in their 
doctrines. This was accomplifhed in 1610, 
notwithftanding the oppofition of fome ftatef- 
men, and notwithftanding the fill warmer folicit- 
ations of the grandees, who kept in their palaces, 
or on their domain, many -flaves of the nation 
that was perfecuted by fuperftition. 

Ws find from all accounts, that this profcrip« 
tion deprived Spain of a million of inhabitants. 
Some authentic pieces, colleled by Bleda, a 
prudent and contemporary writer, thew that this 
number muft be reduced to four hundred and 
twenty-nine thoufand thiee hundred and four~ 
teen. This was not the whole of the Moors that 
had efcaped the fury of the wars, and the fana~ 
ticifm of the conquerors, or that remained from 
the emigrations, fometimes tolerated and fome- 
times clandefline. The government retained the 
women that were married to former Chriftians, 
whofe faith was not fufpicious to the bifhops, and 
all the children under feven years of age. 

In the mean while the ftate loft the twen- 
tieth part of their population, and the moft la- 
borious part, as the profcribed and perfecuted 
fects will always be. Whatever were the occu- 
pations of thefe people; whether their ftrength 
was employed in the fields, in the manufatures, 
or in the meaneft offices of fociety, it is certain 
that a great deficiency was made in the labours, 
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as well as in the tributes collected. ‘The burthen 3 0,0 & 
which had been borne by the Infidels fell chiefly compmnus 
upon the weavers, This additional weight drove 

many of them into Flanders and into Italys 

while the refl, without quitting the country, 
renounced their profeflion. The filks of Valencia, 

and the fine wool of Andalufia and Caftile, were 

no longer manufadlured by the Spaniards. 

Tue treafury having no more manufacturers to 
opprefs, now oppreffed the farmers, The taxes 
levied upon agriculture, were as ill-judged as 
they were various and exceffive. Beficle gencral 
duties, there were what the financiers call extraor~ 
dinaty duties, which is a mode of levying money 
upon a particular clafs of citizens; a kind of tax 
unprofitable to the ftate, and ruinous to thofe who 
are taxed, and which tends only to enrich the 
perfon who hath’ contrived it, Thefe refources 
proved inadequate to the urgent neceflities of go~ 
vernment, and the financiers were called upon to 
advance confiderable fums. At this period, they 
became maftets of the ftate, and were empowered 
to farm out the feveral patts of their leafe. This 
introduced a multitude of agents, and with them 
numberlefs reftraints and oppreffions. ‘The Jaws 
which thefe rapacious men were allowed to enaét, 
were only fo many fares to feduce the honeft 
and credulous. In procefs of time, they ufuped 
the fovereign authority, and found means to 
elude the royal tribunals, to chufe judges for 
themfelves, and to pay them. 

Tur owners of the lands that were oppreffed 
by this tyranny, eithe: thiew up thei: eftates, or 
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® neglected the improvement of them. That fer~ 


Sern pommel tile peninfula, which, though fubjeé to frequent 


droughts, ftill afforded fubfiftence to thirteen or 
fourteen millions of inhabitants before the dif- 
covery of America, and had formerly been the 
granaly of Rome and of all Italy, was foon over~ 
fpread with thorns and briars. The pernicious 
cuftom of fixing the price of corn was then 
adopted; and public granaries were eflablifhed 
in every province, which were confequently ma» 
naged without either fiill, care, or honefty, 
Befides, what advantage could be expected to 
arife from fuch precarious refources? How could 
it poffibly enter into any one’s thoughts, to lay 
reftraints upon the price of corn, in order to in« 
creafe the quantity of it; to raife the price of 
provifions, in order to make them cheaper; or to 

facilitate monopoly, in order to prevent it? 
Wauen once a nation hath begun to decline, it 
feldom recovers itfelf, ‘The lofs of population, 
of the manufactures, of trade, and of agricul- 
ture, was attended with the greateft evils. While 
Europe was daily improving in knowlege, and 
all nations were animated with a fpirit of induftry, 
Spain was falling into a {tate of inaction and bar- 
barifm. The duties of the former cuftoms, which 
were ftill fuffered to remain upon goods paffing 
from one province to another, were carried to 
fach an excefs, as to prevent all communication 
between them, Even the conveyance of money 
from one province to anothet, was prohibited. 
In a thort time, not the leaft fign of a road was to 
be feen. Travellers were {topped at the crofling 
of 
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of rivers, where there was neither bridge nor ® peas 


boats. There was not a fingle canal, or one na- —y——* 
vigable river. People, the moft fuperflilious in 
the world, with regard to the obfrvance of faft 
days, fuffered their fitheries to decline, and bought 
fith every year to che amount of twelve millions *. 
Except a few ill-built veffels deftined for their 
colonies, they had not a fingle fhip belonging to 
government in their harbours, Their coatts lay 
expofed to the depredations of the Barbary cor~ 
fairs, To avoid thefe, they were obliged to 
freight upon foreign bottoms, even the avifos 
they fent to the Canary iflands and to America. 
Philip IV. poffeffed of all the rich mines af 
America, at once found all his gold changed into 
copper, and was reduced to the neceflity of 
making his copper coin bear almoft the fame 
value as that of filver. 

Tnxse were not the greatelt grievances of the 
monarchy. Spain, from an abfurd and fupertti- 
tious veneration for the age of her conquetts, 
fcornfully rejeGed whatever was not pradtifed in 
thofe glorious days. The Spaniards faw all other 
nations growing more enlightened, more exalted, 
and more powerful, bucthoughe it beneath them to 
copy after any one of them. An abfolute contempt 
for the improvements and cuftoms of their neigh~ 
bours, formed the diftinguithing charadler of this 
people. 

Tue inquifition, that tremendous tribunal, 
which was at firft eftablifhed in order to ftop the 
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progrefs of Judaifm and of the Coran, had en- 


tempee tirely altered the charaéler of the Spaniards, Ie 


had accuftomed them to referve, to miftruft, and 
to jealoufy. And, indeed, how fhould it have 
been otherwife? When a fon could accufe his 
father, a mother her child and her hufband, a 
man his friend, or his fellow-citizen; when mu- 
tual accufations were the bent of all the paffions; 
when aman mightebe feized upon in the midi 
of his children, and throw’n into a dark dungeon, 
by the fatellites, either in the day, or in the 
night-time; when the crime laid to a man's 
charge was concealed from him; when a man 
was compelled to defend himfelf, and being in 
‘prifon for a fault which he had not committed, 
was afterwards detained and tried for a fecret 
fault which he had avowed; when the trial was 
carried on, and finifhed, without confronting 
the witneffes; when fentence was pronounced 
without allowing the accufed perfon to fay any 
thing in his defences then men accuftomed 
themfelves to blood, and, to the moft atrocious 
feenes: then their minds were filled with that 
Spirit of fanaticifm, which difplayed itfelf fo 
cruclly in both Hemifpheres. Religious difpytes 
occafioned, indeed, no difturbances or ravages 
in Spain; but the nation remained in aifkate of 
the moft profound ignorance. Such difputes, 
though always abfurd in themfelves, ferve how~ 
ever to exercife the mind. They induce men to 
read and reflect, to confult antiquity, ftudy 
hiftory, and the ancient languages; hence arifes 
griticifm, which is productive of true tafte. The 
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fubject that firft excited the exertion of the mind, 
foon becomes of no confequence; books written 
én controverfial points are negletted, but the 
knowlege they have diffufed remains. Religious 
matters are like chofe ative and volatile particles 
that exift in all bodies fic for fermentation. 
They Girt occafion a cloud in the liquor that was 
before clear, but foon puc the whole mafs in mo~ 
tion. In this ferment, they fly off or fink to the 
bottom; and when the whole is depurated, no» 
thing remains bue a foft, pleafant, and nutritive 
Auld. But in the general ferment of theological 
difputes, all the refufe ftill continued in Spain. 
Superflition had fo blinded the nation, that they 
even gloiied in their infatuation. 

Insréab of that energy which could alone ani- 
mate the feveral parts of thofé wide dominions 
that lay too much feattered, the Spaniards were 
fo flow in their motions, that all bufinefs:was im- 
peded. ‘Such a variety of forms, Precautions, and 
deliberations were multiplied to prevent impo- 
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fition, that they only put a ftop to every com- 


mercial tranfacion, 

Tue wars in which the Spaniards were engaged, 
were as ill-conducted as thelr {yftem of politics. 
A population, which was hardly fufficient for the 
many garrifons they kept in Italy, in the Low 
Countries, in Africa, and in the Indies, rendered 
them incapable of raifing an army athome. At 
the firit.breaking out of a war, they were obliged 
to have recourle to foreign troops. The few Spa- 
niards who were fent to fight along with -thefe 
mercenaries, were fo far from being able to md4- 
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nage them, that their own allegiance was 
frequently fhaken by this intercourfe, They 
have often 1evolted together with the foreign 
troops, and ravaged the provinc¢es that were 
committed to their protection. 

A recuLar pay would infallibly have pre- 
vented, or foon puta ftop to this fpirit of fedi- 
tion. But to provide for the payment of troops, 
and to keep them in that flate of dependence and 
fubordination fo neceflary to good difcipline, 
government Thould have fuppreffed that multi- 
tude of ufelefs officers, who by their falaries and 
their oppreffions abforbed the greatett part of the 
public revenue; the moft antient rights of the 
crown fhould not have been alienated for a trifling 
confideration, or fuffered to be invaded; nor 
fhould the royal treafures have been fquandered: 
away, to entertain fpies, and to procure traitors in 
every country. But care fhould have been par- 
ticularly taken, that the grandeur of the prince 
fhould not have been made to confifl in granting 
penfions and favours to all who had no other 
claim, but that which they derived from thei¢ 
boldnefs in afking for them. 

Tins noble ahd iniquitous way of receiving 
alms was become general, The Spaniard, natu- 
rally generous, having acquired a fpirit of pride, 
difdained the common occupations of life, and 
afpired after nothing but governments, bifhoprics, 
and the chief employments in the ftate. * 

Tuose who could not attain to thefe prefer- 
ments, glorying in their proud infolence, fill af- 
fumed the ftyle of the court, and maintained as 
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tnuch gravity in their idlenefs, as a minifter who 2 0,0 & 


Was abforbed in flate affairs. 

Even the lower clafs of the people would have 
thought they defiled their viGortous hands by 
profticuting them to ufeful labours, They em- 
ployed themfelves carelefsly, even in thofe which 
were the moft creditable, and trufted all the reft 
to foreigners, who cairied fortunes away with 
them, which ferved to fertilize, or to enrich their 
awn country. . 

Men born to no property, meanly preferring 
idle flavery to laborious liberty, eagerly folicited 
to be admitted into che number of domeftics that 
the great kept in their retinue, with that pomp 
which magnificently difplays the pride of the moft 
ufelefs, apd the degradation of the moft neceflary 
clafs of men. 

Trose who had too much vanity remaining to 
live without fome diftinction, crowded into the 


convents, where fuperftitious men had long fince , 


plovided a convenient retreat for their indolence, 
and had carried their abfurdity fo far, as to lavifh 
marks of diflin@ion upon them, 

Even the Spaniards who had competent far- 
tunes, languifhed in a {tate of celibacy, choofing 
rather to give up all thoughts of pofterity, than 
to attend to the eftablifhment of it, If fome, 
induced by love and virtuous motives, chofe, in 
imitation of the great, to enter into marriage, 
they fent their fons, in their earlier.years, to be 
educated in the fuperflitious manner of the col-~ 
leges: and from the age of fifteen reigned them 
tothe courtezans, The abilities and firength of 
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thefe young men being thus vitiated, they wert 
equally enervated by thefe infamous conneétions, 
which they did not even break off when they 
entered inte the facred tics of matrimony. 

Our of this degenerate race were chofen the 
men who were to hold the reins of government. 
Their adminiitration was anfwerable to their 
education, being a conftant fcene of idlenefs and 
corruption. They feldom difcovered any fenfe 
of virtue or principles of equity, or the leaft 
defire of promoting the happinefs of their fellow- 
creatures. They thought only of plundering the 
provinces intrufted to their care, in order to 
 diffipate in idlenefs and profufion at Madrid the 
fruits of their extortion, This conduct was al- 
ways purfued with impunity, though it often 
occafioned feditions, infurrections, confpiracies, 
and fometimes revolutions. 

Busrpe thefe misfortunes, the ftates that were 
united to Caftile by marriage or conqueft, con- 
tributed to complete the ruin of the Spanith 
monarchy. The Low Countries did not afford a 
fufficiency to pay the garrifons that were kept to 
defend them, Franche.Comté fupplied nothing ; 
Sardinia, Sicily and the Milanefe were even bur- 
denfome to government, ‘The tributes of Naples 
and Portugal were mortgaged to foreigners. 
Arragon, Valencia, Catalonia, Roufillon, the 
Balearic iflands and Navarre, pretended they owed. 
Nothing to the monarchy but a free gift, which 
was always fettled by their deputies, but feldom 
to the fatisfaction of a rapacious court, exhaufted 
by abfurd liberalities. 

Waits 
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Ware the mother-country was declining, the 
colonies could not poffibly flourifli. If the Spa- 
niards had underftood their true intereft, they 
would, perhaps, on the firft difcovery of Ame- 
rica, have been content with eftablihhing an equi- 
table intercourfe with the Indians, which would 
have fettled a mutual dependence, and recipro- 
cal profits between the two nations. The manu- 
factures of the Old World would have been 
bartered for the produce of the mines of the new ; 
and wrought iron would have been exchanged for 
it’s weight of unwrought filver. A lafting union, 
the neceffary confequence of a peaceable traffic, 
would have been eftablifhed without bloodthed 
or devaftation. Spain would equally have been 
miftrefs of Mexico and Peru; becaufe any na~ 
tion that cultivates the arts, and does not com- 
municate the method by which it carries them 
on, will always have an evident fuperiority over 
thofe to whom it fells it’s manufactures, 

Turs method of reafoning was not adopted by 
the Spaniards, The eafe with which they had 
fubdued the Indians, the afcendant which Spain 
had affumed over all Europe, the natural piide 
of conquerors, their ignorance -of the true prin- 
ciples‘of commerce; all thefe, and various other 
caufes, prevented them from eftablihing, in the 
New World, a fyftem of government founded 
upon good principles, are . 

Tue depopulation of America was the melan~ 
choly effect of this irregularity. The firft eps 
of the conquerors were’ marked with ftreams of 
blood. Aftonithed ag much at their‘ own: victos, 
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ries, as the favages were at their defeat, and ins 
toxicated with their fuccefs, they refolved tg 
extirpate the people they had plundered. Innu- 
merable nations difappeared from the face of the 
earth at the arrival of thefe barbarians; and 
thefe horrid fcenes of cruelty have been afcribed 
to a thirft of gold, and to a fpirit of fanaticifn. 
Bur the ferocious difpofition natural to man, 
unrefirained by the fear of punifhment, or by any 
fenfe of fhame, and unawed by the prefence of 
civilized men, might fo far conceal from the Spa-~ 
niards the image of an organifation fimilar to their 
own (a fimilarity which is the foundation af all 
moral duties), as to induce them to treat their 
new-difcovered brethren as they did the wild 
beafts of the other hemifphere, and to do it with 
as little remorfe: befides, that the cruelty arifing 
from military exploits increafes in proportion ta 
the dangers the foldier hath gone through, to thofe 
he now endures, or ta thofe he expeds: Is he 
not of a more fanguinary difpofition in remote 
countries than at home; and do not the fenti-~ 
ments of humanity grow weaker, the more diftany 
we are fram our native country? Jt may likewifa 
be conjeclured that the Spaniards, who, on their 
firftt landing, were , taken for Gods, might be 
afraid of being detected and maffacred ; that they 
miftrutted the marks of kindnefs that were fhew’n 
them; that when once they had begun to thed 
blood, they thought their own fafety required 
that they fhould not difcontinue; that their army, 
eonfifling only of a fmall number of men, being 
furrounded by.an innumerable multitude of na~ 
aan tives, 
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dives, whofe language they did not underftand, 
and whofe cuftoms and manners they were ftran- 
gels to, was feized with a panic, either ,well or 
jll-grounded. 

Tue Spaniards, the defcendants or flaves of 
the Vifigoths, like them, divided among them- 
felves the defert lands, and the men who had 
efcaped their fwoid. Mott of thefe wretched 
victims did not long furviye, doomed to a flate 
of flavery woife than death. The laws that were 
occafionally eftablifhed in order to alleviate the 
hardthips of their fervitude, afforded them but 
{mall relief, The favage, proud, and rapacious 
Spaniards, paid as little regard to the commands 
of a monarch who was too far remote from 
them, as to the tears of the poor miferable In- 
dians, 

Tue mines proved flill a greater caufe of de- 
ftrn@ion. Ever fince the difcovery of America, 
the Spaniards had attended only to this fpecies of 
wealth. In vain did fome men of more enlight~ 
ened underftanding exclaim againfl this infatua~ 
tion. Ler the gold remain where it is, faid they, 
provided ihe furface of the earth that cavers it 
can but produce an ear of corn that will make 
bread, or a blade of grafs to feed your theep, 
The only metal you really want is iron. Work 
it into faws, hammers, and plough-fhares, but 
not into weapons of deftrudtion. ‘The quantity 
of gold requifite for the purpofes of exchange is 
fo inconfiderable, that it is unneceffary to accu~ 
mutate any great ftock of it. It is very immiate- 
rlal whether a hundred ells of cloth or one 
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‘ pound or twenty pounds of gold, be given in ex~ 
change, The Spaniards have ated like the dog 
in the fable, that dropped the meat out of his 
mouth to bite at the image of it in the water, and 
was drowned in attempting to ger ic, 

Unrorrunatcey the Indians were the victims 
of this fatal error, Thofe unhappy men were 
fent to work at a very great depth under ground, 
where they were deprived of day-liente, of a freé 
and wholefome air, and of the comfort of ming- 
ling their tears with thofe of their filends and 
relations; and were doomed to dig their own 
graves in thofe dark manflons, which now con- 
tain more abhes of the dead than gold duft. AH 
the nations of the univerfe being incenfed at thefe 
barbarities, the Spanifh writers endeavoured to 
prove, that the working of the mines was not 
attended with any danger: but the evidence of 
the fenfes teftified the contrary. Is was well 
know’n that man could not dwell in the obfcure 
caverns of the earth, without fuffering fome 
inconvenience with refpect to his eye-fight; that 
he could not breathe mercurial, fulphureous, 
arfenical, and peftilential vapours, without injury 
to his lungs; that unwholefome air could not be 
abforbed by the pores of the fkin, or fwallowed 
by the mouth, without prejudice to the ftomach, 
and to the humours of the body, But men 
coming out of the mines, prefented the image of 
death under all it’s forms; @ tormenting cough, 
a hideous atrophy, a melancholy marafmus, with 
convulfions, contractions, and diftortians of the 
limbs. ‘The miners were obferved*to have 
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life, at the age of the moft vigorous health ; and 
confequently, far from giving any credit to the 
accounts of the Spaniards, their deceit excited 
indignation, when their ignorance was not an, 
object of ridicule. 

Numusrs of the Americans, in order to efcape 
thefe means of deltruéiion, and to withdraw 
themfelves from other adls of European tyranny, 
took refuge in the forefts, and among inaccef- 
fible mountains. In thefe rough and wild cli- 
mates, they contraéted a ferocious difpofition, 
which frequently diftrefled their mercilefs op- 
preffors, and was the caufe of much blood- 
fhed, 

In fome diftricts, defpair was carried fo far, 
that the men, in order not to leave behind them 
any heirs of their misfortunes, refolved unani- 
moufly to have no conneétion with the women, 
This abttinence,from the moft natural defire im- 
planted in human nature, which is the only 
inftance of the kind ever recorded in hiftory, 
feems to have been referved to the era of the 
difcovery of the New World, as a perpetual | 
monument of Spanith tyranny. What more 
could the Americans oppofe to this thirft of de- 
ftruétion, than the horrid vow of ceafing to per= 
petuate their poftericy? ‘Thus the earth was flained 
with the blood of the fathers, and deprived of the 
facceeding generation. . 

From this period the country feemed to lie 
under a curfe with refpe& to thefe barbarous con- 
querors, “The empire they had founded began to 
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tend to general deftruétion. Profligacy and cory 
ruption made a rapid progrefs among them. The, 
moft important fortréffes were fuffered to decay, 
The country was left without arms or magazines. 
The foldiers who were neither exercifed, fed, nor 
clothed, became beggars or thieves. The firft 
principles of war and navigation were forgotten; 
as well as the very names of the inftruments made 
‘ule of in thofe twa neceffary arts, 

Trave confifted only in the art of cheating. 
The gold and filver, which were to be brought 
into the king’s coffers, were fraudulently dimi- 
nifhed, and reduced to a fourth part of the fum 
they ought to have produced. All orders of men, 
corrupted by avarice, united their efforts to pre~ 
vent a true ftate of things from being laid before 
the throne, or to fcreen thofe perfons who had 
rendered themfelves obnoxious to the law. The 
magiftrates of every rank and degree always 
unanimoufly exerted thenfelves to fupport each 
other in their injuftice, 

Yur fcene of confufion occafioned by thefe ex- 
tortions, introduced the fatal expedient of all ill. 
‘governed ftates; that of numberlefs taxes: tt 
feemed as if government had two objects in view, 
to put a ftop to every Kind of induftry, and to 
increafe oppreffion. 

Toworance kept pace with injuttice. Europe 
was not then much enlightened. Even the know- 
Jege that began to diffufe itfelf in this quarter of 
the globe, was rejected by Spain. In the mean 
while, a thicker cloud was fpread over America. 
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there, 

As ignorance is always fayourable to fupertti» 
tion; the minifters of religion, rather more en- 
lightened than the colonifts, affumed a foperiority 
over them in the management of all public 
affairs. Being more fecure of impunity, they 
were always the moft forward to break through 
the laws of juttice, dnd through all rules of mo~ 
rality and decency, The leaf corrupt among 
them became traders, and the reft availed them- 
felves of their. ecclefiaftical power to extort from 
the Indians all they were pofleffed of. 

Tue hatred which arofe between the Spaniards 
born in America, and thofe who came from Iu- 
rope, completed their ruin. The court had im- 

rudently Jaid the foundation of thefe unhappy 
divifions, The Creoles had been falfely repre- 
fented as little better than barbarians, and nearly 
of the fame character as Indians. They thought 
they could not depend upon their fkill, courage, 
or fidelity, and therefore determined to exclude 
them from all places of truft and profit. ‘This 
injurious yefolution irritated the Creoles, The 
Spaniards, who were invefted with authority over 
them, were fo far from endeavouring to reconcile 
them, that they ftudied, on the contrary, to ex~ 
afperate them by humiliating partialities, ‘This 
produced an inveterate hatred between thefe two 
orders of men, one of which was loaded with 
favours, and the other ftigmatized with difgrace, 
This animofity hath often broken out in fuch a 
manner 
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manner as to endanger the dominion of the mo- 
ther-country in the New World. This difcord 
was fomented by the clergy on both fides, who 
had alfo been infected with the contagion of thefe 
diforders. 

Ir is a pleafing tafk to us to be able to think, 
and to write, that the condition of Spain is every 
day improving. No longer do the nobility affee&t 
thofe airs of independence which fometimes em- 
barrafs the government. Men of no rank, but 
of ability, have rifen to the direction of public 
affairs, which, for too long a time, was confined 
to perfons of high birth. The countries which 
are more populous and better cultivated, yield 
fewer briars and more harvefts. From the 
manufactures of Grenada, of Malaga, of Seville, 
of Priego, of Toledo, of Talavera, and efpe- 
cially of Valentia, filks are produced which are 
in fome repute, and which deferve it. The 
manufacturers of Saint Udefonfo furnifh very 
beautiful mirrors; thofe of Guaddlaxara and of 
Efcaray fupply clothes and {carlets; and thofé of 
Madrid, hats, ribbands, tapeftry, and porcelain, 
All Catalonia is filled with manufactures of arms 
and toys, of filk ftockings and handkerchiefs, of 
printed cottons, of common woollen goods, and 
of gold and filver and, other lace, Communi- 
cations are beginning to be opened between the 
capital and the provinces, and thefe magnificent 
roads are planted with ufeful or agreeable trees, 
Canals foy watering or navigation are digged, the 
plan of which, fuggefted by foreigners, had fo 
Jong difgufted the pride af the miniftry and a 
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of the people, Excellent manufactures of paper ; 
printing executed with much tafte; and focieties 
confecrated to arts of elegance and utility, and to 
the {ciences, will fooner or later difpel prejudice 
and ignorance, thefe wife eftablifhments will be 
feconded by the young men whorh the miniftry 
fend for inftruétion into thofe countries, the glory 
and profperity of which hath been extended by 
their knowlege. The erroneous fyflem of tri- 
butes, fo difficult to correét, hath already under- 
gone vely material reformations. The national 
revenue, formerly fo limited, hath arifen, as it is 
faid, to 140,400,000 livres”, If the terrier, 
which the court of Madrid is occupied in making 
fince the year 1749, be fettled on good principles, 
and if it be carried into execution, the treafury 
will again find it’s refources increafe, and the per- 
fons who contribute will be relieved. 

Ar the death of the Emperor Charles V. the 
public treafury was fo much burthened, that it 
was deliberated whether it would not be proper 
to annul fo many fatal engagements. Thefe 
amounted to a thoufand million of livres }, or 
perhaps more, under the uneafy and turbulent 
reign of his fon Philip. The intereft of the fums 
advanced to government, abforbed, in 1688, all 
the produce of the taxes ; and it then became ne~ 
ceffary to have recourfe to an entire bankruptcy. 
The events fubfequent to this great crifis were 
all of them fo unfortunate, that the finances fell 
fuddenly into the fame ftate of confufion from 
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which a defperate but neceffary refolution had 
extricated them, In the beginning of the century, 
a more enlightened adminiftration eftablifhed a 
fyftem of otder in the recoveries, and a regula- 
yity in the expences, which would have liberated 
the ftate, had it not been for the revolutions 
which fuccecded each other, with a degree of ra+ 
pidity which it is difficult to trace. Neverthelef, 
in 1759, the debts of the crown amounted to no 
more than 160,000,000 of livres *, which Ferdi- 
nand left in his coffers. His fucceffor employed 
half of this fum in liquidating fome debts; the reft 
of it was confumed in the war of Portugal, in the 
atigmentation of thé navy, and in a multitude of 
expences’ that were neceffary to rouze the mo- 
narchy from that languid ftate in which it had 
been plunged during two centuries of ignorance 
and inactivity. 

Tue vigilance of the new government hath not 
confined itfelf to the fuppreffion of part of the 
evils which contributed to the ruin of their pot 
feffions in Europe. Attention hath alfo been paid 
to fome of the abufes which impeded the profpe- 
rity of their colonies. Their governors have 
been chofen with more care, and better fuperin- 
tended. Some of the vices that had infinuated 
themfelves into the tribunals have been reform- 
ed; all the branches of adminiftration have been 
improved ; and even the fate of the Indians is be- 
come lefs unhappy, 
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Tuese firft fteps towards a reformation muft 
be an inducement to the Spanith miniflry to 
hope, that a godd form of government may be 
eftablifhed, when the true principles on which ir 
is founded fhall be once know'n, and the pro« 
per means made ufe of to effetir. The chaq 
racter of the nation is not an invincible obftacle 
to this change, as it is too generally thought to 
be. Indolence is not fo natural to the Spaniaids 
as we imagine, If we look back to thofe times 
in which this unfavourable prejudice was firft en- 
fertained, we fhall find that this want of a@i- 
vity did not extend to every thing; and that if 
Spain was inadtive at home, fhe was not fo 
abroad, but was inceffantly difturbing the repofe 
of her neighbours. Hier’ idlenefs proceeds in 
fome degree from foolith pride, Becaufe the.no- 
bility were unemployed, the people imagined fe 
was a mark of nobility to do nothing. ‘They, all 
wanted to enjoy the fame prerogative ; and, the 
flarved, half-naked Spaniard, carelefsly fitting on 
the ground, looks with pity on his neighbours, 
who are well clothed, live well, work, and Jaugh 
at his folly. The one, from a morive of pride, 
defpifes the conveniences of life; while the 
other, from a principle of vanity, endeavours 
to acquire them. The climate had made 
the Spaniard abftemious, and indigence hath 
rendered him more fo, The monkith fpiric, to 
which he hath long been fubjeft, makes him 
confider poverty, which is occafioned by his 
vices, as a virtue. As he hath no property,, he 
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covets none ; but his aver fion for labour is greater! 
Mill than his contempt for riches. ' 
Tuar poor and proud people have nothing left 
of their ancient charaéler, but an immoderate 
fondnefs for every thing that hath the appearance 
of grandeur. They muft be flattered with chi- 
merical ideas, and animated with the frongeft 
hopes of glory. The fatisfa&tion they feel in de- 
pending on none but the crown fince the abafe~ 
ment of the grandees, makes them receive all 
that comes from the court with refpect and confi- 
dence, This powerful influence might be made 
fubfervient to their happinefs, Some means 
might be contrived to perfuade them that la- 
bour is honourable, and the nation will foon be- 
come what it was befoie the difcovery of Ame- 
rica, in thofe glorious times, when, without any 
foreign aid, Spain threatened the liberties of all 
Europe. 
Wuen the imagination of this people is once 
properly dire@led, and they ‘are brought to be 
athamed of their haughty fpirie of indolence, 
other evils muft be attended to, The moft de- 
ftrudtive to the bulk of the nation is the.want of 
population, Well-governed colonies will natu- 
‘rally increafe the population of the mother-coun- 
try, which on her part promotes the increafe of 
their’s, by fupplying them with advantageous 
marts for the produce of their induftry. Ic is dn 
this plan, alike interefting to humanity and found 
policy, that the more enlightened nations of the 
Old Hemifphere have formed their fectlements in 
the 
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the New one, This wife and noble defign hath B 0.0 ¥ 
been univerlally crowned with fuccefs Spain +p 
alone, which had formed her fyftem in a darker 
age, hath feen her populatian decreafe at home, 
in proportion as her poffeffions increafed abroad. 

Wuen the difproportion between the extent of 
@ territory and it’s inhabitants is not extreme, the 
balance may be gradually reftored by adtivity, 
ceconomy, great encouragements given to matri- 
mony, and a Jong peace. Spain, which, accord- 
ing to the exact account taken in 1768, hath no 
more than nine millions three hundred and feven 
thoufand, eight hundred and four inhabitants of 
every age and fex, and which doth not reckon, in 
her colonies, the tenth part of the individuals 
that would be neceffary to cultivate them, can- 
not remedy this evil either at home or abroad, 
without new and extraordinary efforts, To in« 
creafe the laborious claffes of men, there muft be 
a reduction of the clergy, who enervate and de- 
ftroy the flate. ‘Two thirds of her military force 
muft be abolithed, and thefe foldiers muft be 
employed in the arts 5 fince the connedion with 
France, and the weaknefs of Portugal, no longer 
render them neceffary. The government muft 
apply itfelf to alleviate the burdens of the people, 
as foon as it’s poffeffions in both hemifpheres 
are extricated from that confufion-and diforder 
into which they had been throw’n, for thefe two 
centuries palt, through the effeéts of indolence, 
ignorance, and tyranny. But ir is firft abfolutely 
neceflary that the infamous tribunal of the inqui- 
fition fhould be abolifhed. 
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Superstition, whatever may be the reafon of" 
it, prevails among all nations, whether rude or 
civilized. It proceeds undoubtedly from the fear 
of evil, and from the ignorance of it’s caufes, 
or of it’s remedy. At Jeafk this alone is fuffi- 
cient to imprint it in the minds of all men. 
‘The calamities of nature, plagues, ficknefs, unw 
forefeen accidents, deftruétive phaenomena, all 
the Jatent caufes of pain and death, are fo uni- 
verfal on earths that ic would be very furprifing if 
man had not been deeply affeted with them in 
evely country, and in every age. 


But this natural fear mult always have in- 
creafed, or have been magnified in proportion 
to ignorance and fenfibility. It muft have given 
sife to the worfhip of the elements that are moft 
deftruGtive to the earth, fuch as manifeft them- 
felves in inundations, conflagrations, and plagues ; 
and to the worfhip of animals, whether venom- - 
ous or voracious, but always noxious. Hence 
too mutt have arifen the worfhip of men who 


have done the greateft injuries to mankind, of 


conquerors, of fortunate impoftors, of the work. 
ers of prodigics, apparently good or bad; and 
the warhhip of invifible and imaginary beings, 
fuppofed to lie concealed in every inftrument of 
deitruétion, -Refleétion, and the ftudy of nature, 
mutt have infenfibly leffened the number of thefe 
invifible agents, and the human mind muft have 
rifen from idolatry to theifin ; but this latt fimple 
and fublime idea will always have remained ime 
petfe& and confuled in the minds of the vulgar, 
and mixed with a multitude of errors and fancies, 
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Reveratron had confirmed and perfected the 8 vin Ke 
{dea of the dodrine of the unity of God; and, Vw 


perhaps, a more pure religion would then have 
been eftablifhed, had not the northern barbarians; 
who poured in upon the feveral provinces of the 
Roman empire, brought along with them their 
own facred prejudices, which could not be dif- 
pelled but by other fables. Unfortunately, Chrift~ 
ianity was preached to men incapable of uider- 
ftanding’ it thotoughly. They would tot em- 
brace it, unlefg ic were attended with that ‘exter. 
nal pomp and thew in which ignorance delights: 
Interefted motives burdened it, and debafed it 
more and more with other obfervances, and con+ 
ftantly invented new doétrines and miracles, 
which were the more revered as they were the lefs 
credible. The nations, engaged during: twelve 
centuries in dividing and contefting about the fe- 
veral provinces of an univerfal monarchy which 
one nation had formed in lefs than two hundred 
yearssadmitted; without examination, all the étrora 
which the priefts, after much controverfy, had 
agreed to teach the multitude, But the clergy, too 
numerous to maintain any unanimity of opinions 
had fomented the feeds of divifion, which mutt 
fooner: or later be communicated to the peoples 
The time came, when the fame {pirit of ambition 
and avarice that aétuated the whole,church, ex- 
elted itfelf wich great animiofity againft many fu- 
perftitions that were univerfally adopted, 

As it was from coftom that the people had te- 
ceived all thofe puerile notions which they had 
fullered chemfelves to be deluded into, and thac 
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they were not attached to them from national 
principles or party {pirit, shofe who were moft 
interefied in fuppoiting them, were unable to 
defend them, when they were attacked with that 
fleadinefs that was calculated to fix the attention 
of the public. But nothing fo much promoted 
the reformation of Luther and Calvin, as the lix 
berty they granted to every one to examine and 
determine finally upon the religious principles he 
had been taught. Though the multitude were in- 
capabl¢ of undertaking this difcuffion, yet every 
man plumed himfelf upon having the privilege 
to determine on a fubjett in which his moft va~ 
Juable and moft important interefts were con~ 
cerned. The commotion was fo univerfal, that 
the néw opinions would in all probability have 
triumphed totally over the old, had not the magi« 
ftracy thought it their interefl to ftem the torrent. 
Implicit obedience was as neceffary for the fupport 
of the fupreme power, as for that of religion, and 
was the tieft foundation of it’s authority ; that 
power began therefore to be alarmed, left thofe 
who had overturned the old and firm founda. 
tions of the Raman hierarchy, might next pro» 
ceed to examine into it’s dwn prerogatives, The 
republican fpirit which naturally fpread itfelf 
among the reformed, contributed to increafe this 
dittrott. 

Tur kings of Spain, more jealous of their 
power than other fovereigns, endeavoured to fup~ 
port it, by eftablifhing a more uniform fyftem of 
fuperttition, They were not fenfible that the 


opinions of men. conceining an uhknow’n Being, 
5 cannot 
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cannot be all the fame. In vain did reafon ex- 
poftulate with thofe weak monarchs, alleging 
that no power had a right to prefcribe to men 
what they were to think; that fociety, in order 
to fupport irfelf, is under no neceffity of reftrain~ 
ing the freedom of the foul; that to compel 
men to fubfcribe to certain articles of faith, 13 to 
exact a falfe oath, which makes a man a traitor 
to his confcience, in order that he may be a faith. 
ful fubjel; and that a citizen who ferves his 
country, is, in a political light, preferable to him 
who is orthodox to ne purpofe, Thefe perma~ 
nent and inconteftible principles were not at- 
tended to. They were overruled by the profpect 
of great advantage, and ft more by the furious 
clamours of a multitude of fanatical priefts, who 
haftened to affume the fupreme authority. The 
piince, thus reduced to become their flave, was 
forced to abandon his fubjeéts to theit caprices ; 
to fuffer them to be oppreffed, and to become an 
idle fpeétator of the cruelties exercifed againtt 
them. From that time, fuperflitious manners, 
beneficial only to the priefthood, became preju- 
dicial to fociety, A people thus corrupt and 
degenerate, were the molt cruel of any. ‘heir 
obedience to the monarch was fubordinate to the 
will of the prieft, who oppreffed eveiy other 
power, and was in fact the fovereign of the fate, 
Inaction was the neceflary confequence of a 
fuperftition that enervated all the faculties of the 
foul. The proje€t which the Romans formed 
from their carlieft origin, of becoming matters of 
the world, thewed itfelf even in their religion. It 
Y3 was 
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was Victory, Bellona, Fortune, the genius of the 
Roman people, Rome herfelf, that were their 
gods, A nation that endeavoured to imitate their 
example, and thought of becoming conquerors, 


adopted a monkifh government, which hath de-. 


ftroyed every profpect of fuccefs, and will effec- 
tually prevent their reftoration either in Spain or 
America, unlefs this kind of government be to- 
tally fubverted, and every idea of the horror it 


excites obliterated with it. The ‘fuppreffion of 


the inquifition muft certainly haften this great 
change ; and it is a pleafing expectation to think, 
that if the court of Madrid wil] not determine 
upon this neceffary ftep, they will one day be 
compelled to it by a humane conqueror, who will 
infert it as the firft article in a treaty of peace, 
that che Autos-da-fé foall be abolifhed in all the Spanifa 
dominions both in Exrope and America. 

Turis ftep, however neceffary it may be to» 
wards the reftoration of the monarchy, is not 
alone fufficient, Though Spain hath employed 
more art to conceal her weaknefs, than was necef- 
fary to enable her to acquire ftrength, the world 
jis not unacquainted with the diforders fhe la- 


bours under, ‘They have taken fo deep a root,: 


and are of fo inveterate a nature, that they can- 
not:be remedied without foreign aids, If the will 
but fubmit to accept them, fhe will foon fee her 
provinces in both hemifpheres filled with new 
inhabitants, who will bring with them number+ 
lefs branches of induftry, The northern and 
fouthern nations, a@tuated by that paffion for 
riches which is the charadteriftic of the prefent 
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age, will refort in multitides to the regions that 5 9,0 © 
are throw’n open to excite their emulation, "The tomyanut 
riches of the public will increafe in proportion to 
thofe of individuals; and thofe which have been 
acquired by foreigners will become a national 
wealth, if they be permitted to enjoy them with 
‘that fecurity, fatisfaction, and diftinion, which 
may induce them to forget their native country. 
Spain would foon fee her population increafe 
to the degree fhe would wih, if fe not only ad-. 
mitted perfons of her own perfuafion, but even 
encouraged, indifcriminately, all fects to fettle 
among them, This might be done without 
injury to the principles of religion, and with- 
out deviating from the maxims of true policy, 
Well regulated governments are not difturbed by 
the diverfity of opinions that prevail in them; 
neither doth Chriftianity, rightly underftood, pro- 
feribe a liberty of confcience. The truth of thefe 
maxims hath been fo clearly demonftrated, chat 
they cannot fail of being foon adopted as a rule 
to all nations chat are in any degree enlightened. 
Waren the Spaniards have once procured a fuf- 
ficient number of men, they will then think of 
employing them in the moft advantageous man- 
ner, The anxiety they felt to fee the treafures of 
America pafs into the hands of their rivals and 
enemies, made them imagine that the revival of 
their manufactures was the only method that could 
enable them to retain part of thofe treafures at 
home. Such of their writers upon finance as 
have infifted upon this fyftem, appear to us to be 
in an error, As long as the people, who are in 
Y 4 poffeflion 
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poffeffion of thofe manufactures which ferve to’ 
fupply the demands of America, will attend to 
the prefervation of them, thofe which may be at~ 
tempted to be eftabhfhed in other parts, will 
fearce be able to vie with them. ‘hefe manu- 
facturers may poffibly procure the materials and 
workmanfhip at as reafonable a rate; but fome 
centuries muft pafs before they can be able ta 
attain to the fame degree of expedition and per- 
fection in the work, Nothing could effect this 
great change, -bur fuch a revolution as would. 
convey the beft foreign workmen, and the moft 
fkilful artifts to Spain. Till this period fhall are 
rive, which does not feem very near, any attempts 
that are made will not be fuccefsful, 

‘We may proceed ftill further, and venture to 
affirm, that though it fhould be in the power of 
Spain to procure a fuperiority in the manufactures 
refpeQing articles of luxury, fhe ought not to do 
it, A tranfient fuccefs would be productive of 
total ruin, Let us fuppofe that Spain can furnith 
all the commodities that are wanted in her co 
lonies; the immenfe treafurea this trade will 
bring in, will all center in home circulation, 
and the confequence will be, that the coin will 
fink in value. ‘This plenty of {pecie will cer~ 
tainly occafion a dearnefs of provifions, and en~ 
hance the price of labour, There will be no 
Proportion between the price Spain mutt require 
for her manufactures, and that which the neigh 
bouring nations will fell thei’s for, Thefe, be~ 
ing able to afford their commodities cheaper, 
wil! oblige the Spaniards to take them, becaufe an 
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exorbitant profit will furmount every obftacle, 8 © 9 K 
The Spanifh artificers, deftitute of employment, Greed 


will be reduced, to the neceffity of feeking for iy 
in other places, and Spain will lofe both her ins 
duflry and her population, 

Sincx then it is impoflible that the Spaniards 
thould keep the whole produce of the American 
mines in their own hands, and fince they muft uns 
avoidably fhare it with the reft of Europe, they 
fhould exert all their policy to prefer ve the greatek 
part of it, to make the balance incline in their 
favour; and in order to render their advantages 
permanent, they mutt be fatisfied with fuch as are 
moderate. They will fecure to thernfelves this 
kind of fupetiority by the practice of the necetf 
fary arts, and the plenty and goodnefs of their 
natural productions, 

Tue Spanih miniftry have been fenfible of this 
truth, but have been deceived in the opinion they 
entertained, that the manufaétures were the chief 
promoters of agriculture. It is certain, however, 
that they contribute to promote the culture of 
Jands, They are even neceffary, wherever the 
expence of tran{port puts 4 {top to the circulation 
and confumption of the produce, fo that the cule 
tivator is at a lofs how to difpofe of his commo- 
dities. But in all other cafes, the farmer can 
fucceged without the affiftance of manufactures. If 
he can but difpofe of his produce, he is under no 
concern, whether it be for local confumption, or 
for trade and exportation, and will go on with 
his tillage, 
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Spain annually fells for exportation, in wool, 
filk, oil, wine, iron, and kali, to the amount of 
above eighty millions of livres *, Thee exports, 
moft of which cannot be replaced from any foil 
in Europe, will admit of immenfe augmentation. 
‘They will be fufficient, independent of what the 
Spaniards receive from the Indies, to pay for all 
the foreign goods that can be confumed in the 
nation, We grant, that by thus fending their un- 
wrought produce to other countries, they will in- 
creafe their population, wealth, and power; but 
they will promote a more certain and more bene- 
ficial kind of induftry at home, Their political 
influence will foon claim a relative fuperioricy, 

~and the nation employed in agriculture will foon 
become greater than that which confines itfelf to 
manufactures, 

America will greatly increafe thefe advan- 
tages; and will be beneficial to Spain, both by 
her gold and filver, and by her commodities, 

We have none but vague nations concern. 
ing the quantity of metals and of provifions 
which the Old World received from the New, 
in the early periods after the Conqueft. Our 
knowlege of thofé points increafes, in proportion 
as we draw nearer to modern times, At pre- 
fent, Spain receives annually, from the continent 
of America, 89,095,052 livres + in gold or in 
filver, and 34,653,902 livres}, in produ@ions ; 
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which makes, in the whole, 123,748,954 livres*, 39,9 & 


VoL 


Taking this calculation for a rule, it will be found mya 


that the mother-country hath received from it’s 
colonies, in the {pace of two hundred and eighty~ 
feven years, 35,515,949,798 livres . 

Tr mutt be acknowleged, that a Jefs quantity 
of produdtions was received formerly than is at 
prefent; but, on the other hand, the mines were 
more plentiful. If we choofe to reckon the me~ 
tals only, Spain will have received no more than 
2.55570,279,924 livres ; and we fhall then ftrike 
out of the calculation, the 9,945,669,874 livres § 
af productions. 

‘Turre would be a poffibility of increafing this 
mafs of metals and produdions. For the fit 
of thefe objects, it would be fufficient that the 
government fhould fend over to America fome 
perfons fkilled in metallurgy, and make the con- 
ditions eafier on which they allow the working of 
the mines, But this would be only a tranfienc 
advantage, fince it is undeniable that gold and. 
filver are not to be confidered as riches, but only 
as the reprefentations of them, Thefe figns are 
indeed very durable, as they ought to be to an- 
fwer their deflinaiion. But the more they are 
multiplied, the more they lofe of their value, be- 
caufe they ferve to reprefent fewer things. In 
proportion as they are become more common 
fince the difcovery of America, every thing 1s in- 
creafed in value twice, thrice, and four times 
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B oo K beyond what it was before. The produce of the 


bees mines hath conftantly decreafed, and the expence 


of working them hath been continually greater. 
The balance, which inclines more and more to 
the lofing fide, may fo far deftray the equipoife, 
that it may be found neceflary to drop this fource 
of wealth. But at all events, it will be advifeable 
to render thefe operations more fimple, and to 
try every poflible method co make this labour Jefs 
deftru€tive to the human race than it hath 
been hitherto. There is another fource of pro- 
fperity for Spain, which will he fo far from de- 
creafing, that ic will daily'gather new ftrength; 
and that is agriculture, 

Sveu is the important end which the court of 
Madrid muft endeavour to campafs. If by 
placing the metals in that inferior rank which be~ 
longs to them, they refolve to lay the foundation 
of the public felicity on the productions that may 
be derived from a fertile and immenfe territory, 
the New Hemifphere will emerge from that ftate 
of annihilation in which ir was found, and in 
which it hath been Ieft. The fun, which hath 
hitherto fhone only on uncaltiyated deferts, will 
produce univerfal fertility, 

To the number of produétions which it’s rays, 
aflifted with the labour and fkill of man, fhall 
bring forth there, we fhall add thofe which at 
prefent enrich the iflands of the New World, 
the confumption of which is daily increafing, 
and which, after having been for a long time ob- 
jects of luxury, begin now to be confidered as 
articles of indifpenfible neceffity. 
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Tux aromatics, and fpices of Afia, which 3 0 OK 
carry from ten to twelve millions of livres * Qmmyroud 


annually out of the monarchy, might be made to 
thrive there; and there is particular reafon to 
expe this with regard to the cinnamon, Ic 
grows naturally in fome of the vallies of the Cor~ 
deleras; and by cultivation, perhaps, fome of 
the qualities it wants might be imparted’ to it. 

Suvzrat of the provinces of Mexico formerly 
produced excellent filks, which were manufac- 
tured with fuccefs in Spain. This fource of 
wealth hath been loft, by the numberlefs ob« 
flrudtions it hath met withs but it might eafily 
be revived and extended. 

Tux Vicuna wool is in great repute among 
all nations. The quantity they are fupplied with, 
is nothing in compatifon of the demands for it. 
The moft'certain method of increafing this pre- 
cious wool would probably be, to let the animal 
that fupplies it live, after having taken it away 
from him, 


Ir would be impoffible to enumerate the pro-’ 


duétions, which regions fo immenfe, climates fo 
various, and foils of fo different a nature, might 
fupply. Among fuch a variety of cultivations, 
fome, perhaps, might be found that would fuit 
the Indians, others might probably induce fome 
of the wandering nations to fix, Thefe affocia- 
tions, diflributed with fkill, might alfo ferye to 
eftablifh communications between colonies that 
are now feparated from each’other, by immenfe 
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and uninhabited fpaces. The laws, whiclt ale 
ways lofe their force among men too far diftant 
from each other, and from the magiflrate, would 
then be obferved, Commerce, which is pers 
petually interrupted by the impoffibility of con- 
veying the merchandize to their deftination, 
would then become more animated. In cafe of 
war, the people would be warned of any ap+ 
proaching danger, and would give each other 
fpeedy and effectual fuccours, It muft be ac- 
Knowleged that this new fyftem could not be 
eftablithed without difficulty. Thefe falurary 
views would be thwarted by indolence, by the 
climate, and by prejudices: buc knowlege, pru- 
dently diftributed, encouragements well ma- 
naged, and marks of confideration properly be- 
towed, would overcome, in procefs of time, all 
obftacles. The progrefs of cultivation would be 
much accelerated, by fupprefling the practice now 
betome general, of thofe majorafcos, or perpetual 
fucceflions, which occafion fuch a number of 
idle perfons in the country, and which are pro~ 
dudtive of ftill greater mifchief in tle colonies. 
The firft conquerors, and thofe who purfued their 
meafures, ufurped immenfe diftricts, or obtained 
the gift of them. They converted them into an 


dindivifible inheritance for their childrens and the 


younger ones were thus, in fome meafure, de~ 
voted to celibacy, to the cloifler; or to the 
priefthood. Thefe etiormous pofleffions have 
remained uncultivated, and will fill continue foy 
*till fome fteady and prudent man fhall take upon 
him to permit, or to order, the divifion of thems 

Then 
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prefent fo much confined, notwithftanding the UH 


great extent of the territories, will be increafed, 
and productions will be multiplied with pro= 
perty. 

Tur labours’ would ‘advance more tapidly, if 
foreigners were permitted to take a part in them, 
The Spanifh Indics were indifcriminately fhut 
againft them all, eyen at the period of the dif- 
coyery, The laws ‘formally prefcribed, thac the 
perfons who had penetrated into them, in any 
manner whatever,. fhould be fent back into 
Europe, Philip JI. urged by his wants, autho- 
rized, in 1596, his delegates to naturalize the 
few that had flipped in there, upon condition 
that, they fhould pay the Ripulated price for this 
adoption. This kind of market: has been fre- 
quently , renewed, but rather i in favour of artifts 
of neceffary ucility | to the country, than for mer- 
chants, who, i was fuppofed, “would one day 
rete with the wealth they had accumulated, 
‘The number, however, both of the one and the 
other, hath always been extremely confined, 
becaufe it is prohibited to embark any in the 
mother-country; and that the colonies’ them- 
felves, whether from motives of miftruft or 
jealoufy, reject them. The advancement of 
knowlege, gives us reafon to think that this un- 
fociable fpirit will have an end. ‘The govern- 
ment will at length underftand what they have to 
expect from a healthy and vigorous man, between 
five-and-twenty and thirty years of ages; what 
mifchief he doth to the country which he quits, 
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BOOK and how acceptable he is to the foreign nations, 
VU, : : 
feneed ainong whom he transfers his ftrength, and lis 


induftry, They will comprehend, how flrangely 
flupid ic is to make the right of hofpitality be 
purchafed by the man, who should come to mul- 
tiply by his ufeful labours, either the produdtions 
of the foil, or the works of the manufattutes. 
They will difcern the deep policy of thofe people, 
who fhould make a point of ifiviting the inha- 
bitants of neighbouring regions, to fettle in their 
towris, or in their country-placey, or to traverté 
thelr provinces. They will find our what fore of 
tribute fhould be impofed upon mations, who 
might fupply thent with workmen, witht culti- 
vatofs, and with confumers; how much the 
{pirit of intoleration which banifhes is fatal; 
what funds of wealth a nation derives from 
toleration, and how indifferent a citcurtiftance it 
fs, to the value of commodities, whether they 
be ptoduced from the labours of orthodox perfons 
or of heretics, of Spaniards or of Hollanders, But 
the greateft encournagements that could be given | 
to the cultivation of the Jands, and all the favours 
which it would be poffible to add to them, would 
be of no effect, without the certainty of an eafy 
and advantageous mart for the produétions. M. 
dela Enfenada firft difcovered that the exporta- 
tion of them would be impraéticable, a8 long as 
thé corhmerce of the New World fhould be con- 
duéted in the manner it had been. Accordingly, 
notwithftanding the oppofition he met with; and 
notwithftanding the prejudices he had to combat, 
he fubftituted, in 1740, detached veffels to the 
parade 
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parade (a'antiently eftablifhed, and fo highly 
revered of galleons and fleets. He was medi- 
tating other changes fill more; advantageous; 
when an unexpedled difgrace flopped him imthe 
mid&t of his brilhant career, 

Ons half of the good which this bold and able 
minifter had done, was annulled in 1756, by the 
re-eftablifiment of the fleets: but this mifchief 
was partly repaired eight years after, by the fet- 
ting on’ foot of the packet-boats, whichy from 
Corunna, were to cartyy every month, to the 
Havannah, the letters deftined for the northern 
colonies; and every two months, to Buenos- 
Ayres, thofe that were deftined for the fouthern 
colonies. Thefe veffels; which were of no incon~ 
fiderable fize, weie allowed to load at their dea 
parture with Eufopean merchandize, and at theit 
returny with American commodities, 

Tu exportation of metals was forbiddett under 
capital penalties, , This abfurd ptohibition was 
made a jeft of, becaufe it was neceffary' that 
foreign commerce fhould'receive the value of the 
merchandige it had furnithed. Antient govern- 
ments, which had "for the laws the refpe& they 
deferve, would not have,failed to abrogate one, 
the obfervance of which had been {hew’n to bé 
chimerical, In our modern times, when em- 
pires are rather conducted by the caprices of the 
governor's, than regulated upon feafonable: prin- 
ciples, Spain went no further; in 1748, than to 
permit the exportation of gold and filver, upoh 
condition that a duty of three per ceng. thould be 
paid to the treafury. Twenty years after, this 
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K tax was increafed to four per cent, although the 


Lenpend government was warned by perpetual frauds, that 


it was their intereft to ower it. 

Tie year 1774 was the period of another for+ 
tunate innovation, ’Till that time, every kind 
of intercoufe between the feveral parts of the 
Ametican continent had been rigidly prohibited, 
Mexico, Guatimala, Peru, and the New King- 
dom; were all campelled to be flrangers to each 
other. The aétion and re-action which would 
have made them alk partake of the advantages 
nature had diftributed among them, were con« 
fidered as crimes, and feverely punifhed., But 
what reafon can be affigned, why this profesiption 
fhould not have been:extended from one.town to 
another, or from one dwelling to a neighbouring 
one in the fame diftri€, from one family to ano- 
ther in the fame diftrit? Hath nature traced 
upon the foil, which men inhabit, any line of 
limitation ? How doth it happen, that under the 
fame dominion, a place fituated at an equal dif. 
tance from-two other places, fhould be allowed a 
free exercile, of a privilege towards the Eaft, 
which is refufed to it towards the Weft? Doth 
not fuch an edi&, properly interpreted, fignify, 
Act us forbid every country to cultivate more than 
is neceflary for it's own confumption, and every 
inhabitant from being in want of any thing be- 
fide the productions of his own foil? A free 
communication was at length opened between 
thefe provinces: and the inhabitants were allowed 
to think themfelves fellow-citizens, and to treat 
each other as brethren. 

Onn 
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One law, of the month of February 1778; 
permuts all the ports of Spain to difpatch fhips to 
Buenos-Ayres, and to the South Sea. In the 


month of Odtober of the fame year, this liberty” 


hath been granted for the reft of the continent, 
except for Mexico; which will undoubtedly foon 
enjoy the fame advantage. This will be a con~ 
fiderable ftep ; butit will not be fufficient, as it is 
fuppoled, to put a ftop to the finuggling trade, 
which occafions fo many clamours, 

Aut the people whofe poffeffions have been 
hear the Spanifh fetclements, have endeavoured 
to appropriate to themfelves, clandeftinely, their 
treafures and their commodities. The Portu- 
guefe have turned their views towards the river 
Plata; the French, the Danes, and the Dutch, 
towards the coaft of Caraccas, Catthagena, and 
Porto-Bello. The Englifh, who knew,’ and fre- 
quented thefe roads, have found that the ceffions 
made to them by the Jaf treaty, have opened to 
them other ways of obtaining a more confider~ 
able thare of thefe rich {poils. All thefe nations 
have fucceeded in their attempts, by deceiving 
or bribing the guarda coftas; and fometimes by 
fighting them. 

Tus governors, far fiom remedying thefe 
diforders, en¢ouraged them as much as poftible. 
Several of them-had puichafed their pofts; moft 
of them were in halte to get fortunes, and withed 
to be paid for the dangers they had incurred by 
the change of climate. There was nota moment 
to be loft, becaufe it was feldom they were con= 
tinued in their places more than from three to 
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BOO five years, Among the leaft dangerous modes 
they had of acquiring riches, was that of encou- 
raging the contraband trade, or of carrying it on 
themfelves. No perfon in America exclaimed 
againft a conduét which was favourable to all. 

Ir the complaints of fome European merchants 
reached the court, they were eafily filenced. by 
proper gratuities to confeffors, miftreffes, or fa- 
vourites, The delinquent not only fhelcered: 
himnfelf from punifhment, but was alfo rewarded. 
Nothing was fo well eftablifhed or fo generally 
know’n as this practice. A Spaniard juft returned. 
from America, where he had filled an important 
pott, was Ghiipleidteg to a friend of the injurious 
reports that were {pread’ concerning the difcharge 
of his truft. Jf you are flandered, fays his friend,. 
you ave undone; but if your extortions are not ek= 
aggerated, you have nothing to do but to give up part 
of your plunder, and you will enjoy the remainder 
peaceably, and even with credit, 

Tur fraudulent trade will continue ’till it hath 
been made impoffible to: bear the expences of it,. 
or to brave the dangers to which it expofes;- 
and this can never be done but by lowering the, 
duties, with which the Spanith ports have beén: 
fuceeflively overburthened. Even fince the fa- 
crifices made by government in the regulations 
of 1778, the contraband trader hath an. advan- 
tage of fixty-four per cent. over the fair dealer. 

Tue revolution which a judicious fyftem of 
policy may bring about, will occafion a‘ défici- 
ency, and a very confiderable one, in the public 
treafury: but the diftrefg that would refult from- 

it,, 
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anenfe riches will one day be produced from this -~-—~ 


‘Jong expected arrangement of things. 

Accorprine to the new fyflem, Spain, which 
hitherto bath furnifhed annually no more than 
one thoufand feven hundred and forty-one tuns 
of wine and brandy, -by which the cuJtivators 
thad not.got one million of livres *, will now fend 
ten or twelve times as much. This exportation 
would fertilize an uncultivated teritory, and 
~would difeuft Mexico, as well as fome other 
provinces of the New World, of the bad liquors 
they are ufed to confume, on account of the 
dearnefs of thofe that have croffed the feas. 

‘Tar manufadtures, which the impoffibility of 
paying for thofe which came from the Old Hemi- 
fphere have caufed to be eftablithed, would hot 
fupport'themfelves. Ic would have been the higheft 
aG of tyranny to put them down by authority, 
as fome inconfiderate, corrupt, and defpotic 
minifters have not ferupled to propofe; but 
nothing would be more reafonable than to bring 
‘them into difrepute with the perfons who now ufe 
them for clothing, by offering them, at a price 
fuitable to their circumfances, linens and ftulfa, 
that would be more agreeable to their tafte, or 
to their vanity, T hen the confumption of Eu- 
vopean merchandize, which doth not exceed 
annually, fix thoufand fix hundred and twelve 
tuns, would be doubly increafed, and in procefs 
wf rime, much more, 
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Tue hands which are employed in manufac- 
ture, would be transferred to agriculture, which 
is at prefent much confined. The ports, how- 
ever, of all nations, are open to their commodi- 
ties. Several of them might perhaps object, 
that Spain fhould make the moft of her iflands, 
becaufe fuch an improvement would neceffarily 
occafion an evident injury to her colonies; but 
they are all defirous that the fhould bring more 
of the productions of her continent to market, 
becaufe moft of them are neceffary, and cannot 
be replaced by others, 

Tas new arrangement of things would be 
equally favourable to the mines. Thofe which 
have been neglected fiom their not being able to 
pay for the mercury, and other articles, would 
be opened again, Thofe, the working of which 
hath not been interrupted, would be followed up 
with more ativity, and with greater means, The 
plenty of metals would opeh freth markets to 
induftry, which even the ableft men do not 
think of. 

Tre Americans, become more rich and more 
happy, would have more confidence in govern- 
ment, They would readily confent to pay taxes, 
the nature and levying of which can only be 
properly regulated on the fpot, and from a ma- 
ture confideration of the’ character and cuftoms 
of the people. Thefe tributes, however trifling 
they may de fuppofed to ‘be, would do more than 
fill up the deficiency occafioned in the public 
coffers, by the leffening of the duties. 

THE 
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Tue crown, enjoying a more confiderable re- B G0, OK 
yenue, would no longer abandon their provinces Reisen 


to the rapacioufnefs of their agents. They would 
leffen the number of them, pay thofe they re~ 
tained in a proper manner, and compel them to 
refpect the rights of the people, and the interefls 
of government, To think ic impofiible that thia 
{pirit of juttice thould be eftablifhed, would argue 
an ignorance of the refources of a well-managed. 
authority, Campillo fuceeeded in it, during 
his auftere miniftry, although the governois of 
America at that time had contiaéted the habit of 
plunder, and that their appointments were not 
fufficient to maintain the dignity which their 
rank feemed to require. 

Iv muft be acknowleged, that the freedom of 
trade between all Spain and America, hath been 
reckoned a chimera, The harbours of this pen~ 
infula aré, as it has‘been faid,-fo poor, that 
whatever fteps may be taken, that of Cadix will 
remain in the fole poffeffion of this monopoly. This 
would undoubtedly happen, if the antient fytem 
fhould only be departed from in this point: but, 
if the new plan be direfted by the principles al~ 
ready cftabliflied, and already pradifed among 
commeicial nations; it will be found that 
there are in moft of the ports of this king-~ 
dom funds fufficient for thefe undertakings. 
Thefe armaments will even foon be multiplied, 
becaufe the moderate rate of the fieight, and of 
the duties, will allow them to fend common 
merchandize, and to receive in return, commo- 
dities of fmall value, In procefs of time, the 
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BO 0X navigation of the mother-country, with it’s colo+ 

teene~ nies on the continent, which at prefent employs. 
no more than from thirty to thirty-two fhips 
tevery year, would receive fo great an increafe, 
that the boldeft fpeculators could not venture to 
fix the limits of it. 

Tr hath been fuppofed, with more foundation, 
that as foon as the ports of America fhould be 
open to all the ports of the monarchy, and that 
no kind of oppreffion would exift in the cuftoms, 
trade, when freed from thefe fhackles, would 
occafion unlimited emulation. The avidity and 
imprudence of the merchants, give reafon- to 
fufpect this confufion; which might perhaps turn 
out to advantage. The colonifts, encouraged by 
the cheapnefs, to the acquificion of enjoyments 
which they had been never able to procure, will 
have other wants, and confequently would devote 
themfelves to other labours. If even the excefs 
of the competition would be an evil, it could 
never be any thing more than a temporary one, 
To endeavour ta prevent this commotion, by 
laws deftructive of every good, is to attempt 
the ptevention of a fortunate revolution, by a 
continual fyftem of oppreffion, 

Bur the objeQion which had been moft thought 
of in the court of Madrid, hath been, it feems, 
that all the European nations would find their 
trade increafe by thefe arrangements. This is 
certainly true. But would not Spanifh induftry 
be equally encouraged, fince, when freed from 
+the duty which foreign merchandize would ¢eon- 
tinue to pay, on entering the kingdom, it would 

; prefervg 
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preferve all it’s advantages? Would not the 
government {fill collect the duties they 
might have thought proper to leave upon thefe 
produdions? Would not their navigators fill 
gain their freight? Would not their merchants 
be the agents of this commerce? Would not their 
fubjedts of, the New World obtain at a cheaper 
rate every thing that is conveyed to them? It is, 
perhaps, @ fortunate circumftance for this power, 
to be obliged to fhare with other people the fup- 
plying of it’s American poffeffions. If it were 
otherwife, the maritime powers would exert their 
utmoft efforts to deprive it of them. ‘Whether 
they would fucceed or not, is a point which re- 
mains to be examined, 

Tue Dutch were the firft people who ventured 
to turn their arms againft Pern. They fent a 
finall.{quadron thither in 1643, which eafily took 
Baldivia, the only fortified port of Chili, and the 
key to thofe peaceful feas, Their navigators al~ 
ready poffeffed, in imagination, the treafures of 
thofe rich countries, ‘till their expectations were 
difappointed by the appearance of famine and 
difeafe. The death of their favourite chief in- 
ereafed their anxiety, and the troops that were 
fent againft them from Callao threw them into 
total defpair, The idea of the diftance they were 
at from their native country, deprived them of all 
their courage, and the fear of falling “into the 
hands of a nation whofe hatred they had fo often 
experienced, determined them to re-~embark. 
If their perfeverance had been greater, they would 
probably have preferved their conquefts ’till the 
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Vor, 


tees from the Zuyder-zee, when their firft fuccefs came 


to be know’n. 

Sucu was the opinion of thofe Frenchmen, 
who, in 1595, united their riches and their ef. 
forts to go and plunder Peru, and to form a 
fettlement on that part of the coaft of Chili which 
had been neglected by the Spaniards. This 
fcheme was approved by Lewis XIV., who, to fa- 
cilitate the execution of it, granted fix men of 
war. ‘The fquadron proceeded very fortunately, 
under the command of the brave De Génes, ’till 
4t.got towards the middle of the Streights of Ma- 
gellan. Succefs was thought to be near at hand, 
when the navigators, obftinately repulfed by 
contrary winds, and affailed wich every poffible 


calamity, were obliged to return to Europe, 


Thefe adventurers, ftill thirfting after riches and 
dangers, were intending to form a new affocia« 
tion, when the courfe of events united the inte- 
refts of the two crowns. 
> ‘Tur Englith had turned their attention with 
avidity towards thefe countries, before other 
people. They were tempted by the mines as 
early as the year 1624; but the weaknels of the 
prince who then reignéd, proved the ruin of a 
confiderable affociation formed for this great pur- 
pofe. Charles II. refumed this important project, 
and fent Sir John Narborough to reconnoitre thofe 
latitudes that were fo little know’n, and to ens 
deavour to open fome communication with the 
favages of Chili. That monarch was fo impatient 
to know the fuccefs of the expedition, that when 
he 
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he was informed of the return of his admiral §0 0 & 


to the Downs, he got into his barge, and went to 
meet him at Gravefend. 

Tuoucn this firft attempt had been of no 
advantage, the Britifh miniftry were not difcou- 
raged. The elevation of the Duke of Anjou to 
the throne excited a general ferment. England, 
which had put itfelf at the head of the confe- 
deracy formed to deprive this prince of the 
throne, was victorious in all parts, but was ob- 
liged to purchafe this glory at a very dear rate, 
The nation was groaning under the oppreffioh of 
taxes, while the treafury had contracted immenfe 
engagements, It feemed difficule to fulfil them, 
and at the fame time to continue the war ; when 
the idea was fuggefted of a company which 
fhould have the exclufive privilege of trading to 
the South Seas, upon condition that they fhould 
liquidate the natjonal debt, Such was the opi- 
nion they entertained of the riches of Peru, and 
of the great fortunes that might eafily be made 
there, that foreigners, as well as'the people of 
the country, were eager to lend their money to 
this undertaking. The direction of it was given 
to the Lord High Treafurer Oxford, the author 
of the projeét, and he employed, in the expences 
of the ftate, funds that were deflined for 4 very 
different purpofe, 

Tuew the thares of the new company fell into 
the utmoft difrepute; but they foon rofe again. 
At the peace, the court of London obtained from 
that of Madrid, that the South Sea Company 
thould fulfil it’s deftination, The trade of Peru 
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BOOK was formally given up to them. They were 
—) ‘quietly enriching themfelves, when a bloody war 
changed the fituation of affairs. A {quadron, un- 
der the command of Anfon, was fent, inftead of 
the fhips of thofe rapacious merchants which fre- 
quented thefe feas, It is probable he would have 
executed the whole of his terrible commiflion, had 
he not been prevented by the misfortunes that 
befel his fquadron, in being obliged, from ill- 
concerted meafures, to double Cape Horn at an 
improper and dangerous feafon, 

Siwox the laft peace, the French'in 1764, and 
the Englith in 1766, have undertaken to form a 
fettlement not far from the coatt of Patagonia, or 
in fifty-one degrees thirty minutes of fouthern la~ 
titude, in three iflands, which the former have 
called Malouine, and the later Falkland Iflands. 
Spain, alarmed at feeing foreign nations in thefe 
latitudes, eafily obtained from the court of Ver- 
failles the facrifice of their feeble colony: but the 
warmeft reprefentations produced no effeét upon 
the court of London, which had not the fame 
motives of attention and complaifance. The mi- 
niflry on both fides grew warm, Port Egmont, 
recently occupied, was fuddenly attacked, and 
taken without refiftance. The two hemifpheres 
‘were again going to be deluged with blood, if the 
aggrefiors had not at length determined to re- 
ftore a poft, which they ought not ta have feized 
upon, ata time when’ negociations were opened to 
examine into the rights of the two crowns, Eng- 
Jand hath fince engaged, by a verbal agreement af 
the aad January 1771, to fuffer this feeble, ufe~ 

lefs, 


IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 


Jefs, and expenfive fettlement gratually to decay. 
Accordingly, in the mionth of May 1774, there 
remained no more than five-and-twenty men 
upon it, when it was evacuated, leavibg an in- 
feription td certify to pofterity, that thefe iflands 
had belonged, and had not ceafed to belong to 
Great Britain. Thefe navigators, attentive to 
the dignity of their nation, infulted, at their de~ 
parture, the rival power. It is from motives of 
condefcenfion, and not of fear, that they are will- 
ing to defift from their claims. But when they 
promife eternal duration to their empire, they 
forget that their grandeur may difappear as ra~ 
pidly as it hath rifen. Of all the modern nations, 
what remains will there be in the annals of the 
world? The names only of a few illuftrious per- 
fonages, of a Chriftopher Columbus, of a Def 
cartes, and of a Newton. What a number of 
petty fates, all ridiculoufly afpiring to the great 
deftinies of Rome! 4 

Wirnour the affiftance of this ftaple, and in« 
deed without any, Anfon thought that the em. 
pire of the Spaniards in the. Pacific Ocean might 
be attacked with advantage, According td the 
plan of this celebrated navigator, twolve men of 
vas, fent from Europe with three or four thous 
sfarid.troops,'would dirett their courfe towards the 
South Sea ‘They would procure refrefhments at 
Bahia, at Rio.Janetroy at St. Catherine’s, and 
throughout all the Brazils, where a ftrong defire 


prevails of humbling the Spaniards, The repairs, 


ehat might become necefliry, would be executed 
with fafery upon the defert and uninhabitable 
coat 
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coaft of Patagonia, at Port Defire, or St. Julian. 
The fquadron would double Cape Horn, or 
would go through the Streights of Magellan, 
according to the different feafons of the year. If 
they thould chance to feparate, they would meet 
again at the defert ifland of Socoro, and then at« 
tack Baldivia with their united force, 

Tuts fortrefs, the only one that covers Chili, 
being carried by a fudden and impetuous attack, 
what fervice, for the defence of the country, 
could be expected from enervated and unexpe« 
rienced citizens, againft troops inured to difci- 
pline and military exercifes? ; What could they 
they do againft the Araucos and. other favages} 
always difpofed to renew theircruelties and their 
ravages ? 

Tue coafls of Peru would make ftill lefs refit. 
ance. They are all defended only by Callao, 
where a bad garrifon of fix hundred men would 
foon capitulate. The reduction of this famous 
port would open the way to Lima, which is no 
more than two leagues off, and incapable of 
making any defence, The feeble fuccours that 
could be fent to the two cities from the inland 
parts, where there are no foldiers, would not 
fave them ; and the {Guadron would eafily inters 
cept any that might come from Panama by fea. 
Panama itfelf, which is furrounded only by a 
wall, without a ditch or any outworks, would 
be obliged to furrender, The garrifon, conti- 
nually weakened by detachments that muft be 
fent to Chagre, to Porto-Bello, and to other 

pots,’ 
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pofts, would be unable to repulfe the moft trifling 3 oom 
eae) 


force. . ‘ ; 
Anson was’ of opinion; that the coafts being 
orice fubdued, the reft of the empire would foon 
be obliged to fubmit. ‘This idea was founded 
upon the effeminacy, cowardice, and ignorance 
of thefe people in the management of arms, Ac- 
cording to his informations, a bold enemy would 
have had nearly as much advantage over the Spa- 
niards, as they themfelves had over the Ameri~ 

cans at the period of the difcovery, : 
Sucn were, thirty years ago, the ideas of one 
of the greateft feamen England ever had. But 
we may imagine chat he would not talk in this 
ftyle at prefent. The court of Madrid, roufed by 
the humiliations and misfortunes of the laft war, 
have fent -well difciplined troops into Peru; and 
have intrufted the fortified places to experienced 
commanders, The spirit of the militia is entirely 
changed in thls part of the New World. What 
perhaps was poffible, is now no more fo, An 
invafion would! more particularly become a chi« 
merical idea, if in that diftant region the land 
forces were fupported by proportionate maritime 
ftrength,., We shall even venturé to affirm, thac 
the junétion. of thefe two forces would infallibly- 
expel the flag of all other nations from thefe 

roads, me ‘ ; 
Tug opérations of the {quadron fhould not be 
Kmited,-eithet td ‘the fighting of the ‘enemy, or 
or to the ketping of them at a diftance. The 
fhips of whith itwould confit might be ufée 
fully employed, in producing, or in collecting 
upon’ 
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BOOK ypon thefe coats, the atticles whidh éither -dd 
tmny—f not grow there, or which are loft from the dif» 


ficulty. of exportation, Thefe: encouragements 
would probably, awaken the, cdlorifts from the 
lethargic ftate in which they Heve.continued for 
three centuries. When they wene:affored that 
the produce of theip.cultures: would reach "Pa+ 
nama without expence, and would there be..ems 
barked upon the Chagre, to be’ conveyedrind 
to, Rurope, at a very moderate :rate,:they would 
fee] themfelves inclined to Jaboura; the reward: of 
which would ng longer bg doubtful, This aéti+ 
vity would increafe, if the. cours of Madrid 


- wauld, refolve jto dig a canal -of fixe leaguagy 


which, would, complete the communication, ber 
tween, the two feas, already fo much advanced by 
‘a navigable river. , The general gaod of nations, 
and, the advantage of commerce, require, that 
the Ifthyus of, Panama, and the Ifthmus of 
Suez, fhould bexopen,to navigation, and fhowld 
draw the limits of the world nearer;to each others 
Qrigntal defpotifingand sSpanith indalenges have 
for too long a, time, deprived.the gilobe,af fo,con- 
fiderable a benefit. ee gy “hom ny Perel sy) 
+ dy from the South, wergor@nstd the Nontiii 
Seg, we fhall find that the Spanith, ampine ,hseftap 
blithed there, form the MiMfMfippi to the Oreo» 
noko, There are; throughout this immentfe 
fpaceatniany inacceffible fhores, and axftill gregter 
aymber.where, if would be ufglefy,te, land, siAsll 
the; ports, thay, are confidered assimportants ofueh 
as. Vere Gung, Chagre, PostorBgllon “Capita 
genw.and Buerto-Cabello, are, fortified, ang-fonie 
; : of 
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of them ate fo upon good principles. Experiences 
however, hath thew’n, that none of thefe places 
are impregnable, They might therefore be 
forced again; but of what fervice would this 
fuccefs be? The conquerors, who would find 
it impoffible to penetrate into the inland coun 
tries, would be confined in fortreffes, where att 
air, which is dangerous in all feafona, and facal 
during: fix months of.fhe year, to men who are 
accuftomed to a temperate climate, would fooner 
or later bring them to the grave. 

Ir even, contrary to all probability, the cons 
queft fhould be completed, can it be imagined 
that the Spanith Americans, who from tatte, 
idlenefs, ignorance, habit, and pride, have an 
oxceffive attachment ‘to’ tHeif religion, ‘and to 
théix laws, «would not break, at one’ time of 
others thé chaitis that had beef inipofed wpeh 
thon 2-167" co prevehe chigerevalytions dc droulel 
be refblvéd: Wo texternithdtetHerh, this"! cfubl 
expedient would ‘bé'ds préat a folly in politics, 
ag it’ would be horrible in morality. The nation 
that had been guilty of this etcefs of barbarity 
could not reap any xlvantage from It’s new poft 
feffions, without faciificing to ther it’s! pypiila~ 
tion, iv’s activity, it’s tnduftry, and, in procets of 
time, all it’s power, 

Turse variotis’ obftacles to the invafion of 
Spanifh America, had, as it is faid, fuggefed in 
Ehgland, during the lat hoftilities, the idea of a 
fyftemsaftonifhing to vulgar minds. The pro- 
ject of this power, which was then miftrefs of all 
the féas, was to feizé upon Vera Cruz, and to 

Vou, TV. Aa fortify 
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Boo fortity icfelf there in a very ftrong manner, It 
ten? would not have been propofed to Mexico to fub- 
mit to a foreign yoke, for which it was know’n 
to have too great an averfion; but the plan was to 
detach that region from the mother-countty, to 
make it the arbiter of it’s own defliny, and to 
Jeave it at liberty, either to choofe a fovereign of 
it’s own, or to form itfelf into a republity .As 
there were no troops in the country, the revolu- 
tion was infallible; and it would equally have 
taken place in all the provinces of this vaft conti- 
nent, which had -the fate matives for defiring it, 
god the. fame, facility, af carrying: itintoexecy- 
tion; The efforts ofthe eourt of Madridyato, re- 
cover it’s rights, would have been unavailing, be- 
caufe Great Britain took upon herfelf to repel 
them, upon condition that the new ftates fhould 
grant her an exclufive trade, but upon terms in- 
finitely Jefs unfavourable than thofe by which 

they had for {0 long a time been opprefied. 
. Ar it ware true chat fuch ideas had ever ferioufly 
engaged the attention of the cabinet of London, 
they mut have renounced thefe.ambitlous views, 
finge the court of Madrid have.taken therelalur 
tan 19 keep regular and, European forces in-their 
palleffions i in the New World. Thefe fotces will 
contain the nations, and repel the enemy, 
firengthened as.they are at prefent with a refpect- 

able Mavy. , 

, As (Qon as the Spaniards had difcovered an- 
ether, hemifphere, they thoyght of appr opriating 
to themfgtves every part. of it, To give fome 
eclat to their adminiftration, the chiefs of the 
Great fettlements already formed, were continually 
3 undertaking 
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Undertaking new enterprizes; and private pet- 
fons, pafionately purfving the fame kind of fame, 
generally.followed thefe brilliant projects:. The 
calamitlex’. infeparable ‘from & careet fo little 
know’; Had not yet altered this adtive and inde- 
fatigable courage, when fome bold and enters 
prifing navigators ventured to dire& their coufe 
towards regions, forbidden to every other nation, 
except that which had conquered them, ‘The fuc~ 
cefs which attended this boldnels, convinedd 
Philip 11, that it was time to fet bounds to his 
ambition ; and he renounced acquifitions, which 
might expofe his arms of his fleets to Infults, 
This timid, of perhaps only prudent policy, was 
attended with more important confequences thin 
had been forefeen. .The fpirit of enthuflafin was 
at dn end, and that of inadivity fucceeded 16! 
its Acnew tadce of mes-was' formed inthe India 
The.’ people fiink tito firperly efFenthitey, aif 
thofe who governed them, Ho lofiger dttelided ‘to 
any thing byt the accuniblation of tithes; antl’ 
the dignities that accompanied them, Which had 
formerly been referved to talents, to'genl, dnd ‘ta 
ferviaes, were now purchafed. Ar this period a 
ftop was put to navigation, both in Ameeica and 
in Europe. 

A Few veffels only, ill baile, ill armed, ill At~ 
ted out, and ill commanded, were difpatched 
from the ports of the mother-country, Spain 
could not be awakened fromi it’s lethatgy, either 
from the terrible blows which it received: from it’s 
enemies, or with the ruinous extortions ig ex 
perienced ftom it’s allies. 
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Ar length, after two centuries of total inadti- 
vity, the docks are again revived. The Spanith 
savy hath acquired real ftrength. It’ confills, ab 
the time of our writing,.of fixty-eight fhips of the 
line, carrying from one hundred and fourteen to. 
fixty guns, and five of thefe are upon the flocks ;. 
and of cighty-eight other thips, carrying: frony 
fifty-fix to twelve guns, There are fifty thoufand 
feamen vpon it’s lifls, a great number of whony 
ferve in the armaments fitted out by government. 
Many of them are alfo-employed in the merchant- 
men of Bifcay, of Majorca, and of Catalonia. 
Some are -wanted fot about a hundred fmall-vefs 
fels; regularly destined: for-the Ameriéan iflandsy 
where fo few, were formerly fent. They will mul~ 
tiply fill more, when. the‘voyages to the con~ 
tinent of the other Hemiifphere fhall be under- 
taken, with all the freedom which the firft regu 
lations feern to announce. The feas, which fe- 
parate the two Worlds, will be covered with ro~ 
buf, a&tive, and intelligent men, who will be- 
come the defenders of their country’s rights, and: 
will render her fleets formidable. 

Spanisu monarchs, ye are intrufted with. the 
happinefs of the moft. brilliant parts of the two 
Hemifpheres. Shew yourfelves worthy of fo glo» 
rious a deftiny. In fulfilling this auguit and fa. 
cred duty, ye wilh repair the injuries done by 
your predeceffors and by their fubjedts, They 
have depopulated a world which they had difco- 
vered; they have put millions of mankind to 
death. Their condudét hath been ftill more atro~ 
cious, not only in enflaying them, but alfo in, 

reducing 
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weducing thofe whom their fword had {pared to 
the condition of brutes. Thofe whom they have 
lain, have fuffered only for an inftant, while che 
wretches whom they have permitted'to live, muft 
have often envied the fate of their murdered. 
brethren. Poftericy will not forgive you, ’cill 
harvefts fhall arife in thofe fields which you have 
manured with fo much innocent blood; and ’till 
thofe immenie fpaces which youshave'laid walte 
thall be covered with happy and free inhabitants. 
If ye would know the period in which you may 
perhaps be abjolved of all your crimes, it will be 
when you thal revive, in idea, fome one of the an- 
tient monarehs of Mexico and Peru, and placing 
him in the midft of his poffeffions, fhall be able 
to fay to him, Bewotp THE PRESENT STATE OF 
“YOUR COUNTRY, AND OF YOUR SUBJECTS } INTER= 
ROGATE THEM, AND FORM YOUR JUDOMENT ar 
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BOOK IX. 


Settlement of the’Portuguefe in the Brazils, 
The wars they have fuftained there.’ Pros 
duse and riches of that country. 


f 

NATIONAL fpirit is the refult of a great 

number of caufes, fome of which are pera 
manent, and others variable, This parr of the 
hiftary af a people is perhaps the moft interett- 
ing, and the, leaft difficult to inveftigate, The 
permanent caufes are to be found on the partion 
of the globe which they inhabit; the variable ones 
are configned in their annals, and manifefted by 
the effects which they have produced. While 
thefe caufes a in oppofition to each other, the 
nation is in’a ftate of infanity, and doth not be« 
gin to recover it's proper underftanding, ’till the 
time when it's fpeculative principles coincide 
with the nature of it’s fituation. Then it is, that 
it advances rapidly towards that fplendour, opu- 
Jence and felicity, to which it may be allowed ta 
afpire from a free ufe of it's local refources, 

Bur this national fpirit, which ought to prefide 
sn the counfels of the people, though it be not 
always to be found there, fcarce ever regulateg 
the actions of individuals. They have interefls 
of their qwn, and pafiions which torment and 
blind them; and there is fcarce any one who 


would 
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would not raife his profperity upon the public ® 9.0 & 
ruin. The capitals of empires are the center of —-— 


the national fpirit, that is to fay, the places where 
it difplays itfelf with the greateft energy in words, 
and where ir is the molt completely neglected in 
actions, I except only fome unfrequent inftances, 
where the general fafety is at flake. In propor- 
tion as the diftance from the capital increafes, 
this mafk detaches itfelf; it falls off on the fron- 
tiers ; and, between one hemifphere and another, 
is totally loft. 

Wurw a man hath croffed the line, he is nei~ 
ther an Englithman, a Dutchman, a Frenchman, 
a Spaniard, or a Portugueze. He preferves no~ 
thing of his cauntry, except the principles and 
prejudices which give a fanétion to his condudt, 
or furnith him with an excufe for it, Servile when 
he is weak, ard oppreffive when he is ftreng’s 
eager to acquire wealth, and to enjoy its and ca- 
pable of all the enormities which can contribute 
inoft fpeedily to the completion of his defigns s 
he is a domeftic tiger again let loofe in the 
woods; and who is again feized with the thir of 
blood, Such have all the Europeans, indifcri- 
minately, thew’n themfelves in the regions of the 
New World, where they have been actuated with 
one common rage, the paffion for gold, 

‘Woutp it not have been a more humane, more 
ufeful, and lefs expenfive plan, co have fent into 
each of thofe diftant regions fome hundreds ot 
young men and women? The men would have 
married the women, and the women the men of 
the country. Confanguinity, the tie that is the 

Aad moft 
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ROO moft fpecdily formed, and the ftrongeft, would 
tery foon have nade one and the fame family of the 
flrangers and of the natives, 

In this 1timate connection, the favage inha+ 
bitant woukl foon have underftood, that che arts 
and fcicnces conveyed into his country were 
very conducive to the improvement of his def- 
tiny. He would have entertained the higheftt 
opinion of the perfuafive and mild inflrudtors 
brought to him by the fea, and he would have 
given himfelf up to them without referve. 

From this fortunate confidence peace would 
have arifen, which would have been impracti- 
cable, if the new comers had prefented them- 
felves with the imperious and authoritative tone 
of mafters and ufurpers. Commerce is efta- 
blifhed without difficulty among men who have 
reciprocal wants; and they foon accuflom them~- 
felves to confider, as friends and as brethren, thofe 
whom intereft or other rnotives have brought into 
their country. The Indians would have adopted 
the European form of worfhip, becaufe a religion 
becomes univerfal among all the inhabitants of 
an empire, when the government leaves it to it- 
felf, and when the folly and intolerant fpirit of 
the priefls doch not convert it into a principle of 
difcord. 10 like manner civilization follows from 
the propenfity which urges cvery man to im- 
prove hig fituation, provided there be no defire 
to compel him to it by force, and that thefe ad- 
vantages he not prefented to him by fufpicious 
flrangersss 

Suok 
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Sucn would be the effects that would be pro+ B oo BK. 
duced in a rifing colony, by the allurement of —-—~ 
the mofl imperious of the fenfes. Let there be 
no arms and no foldiers; but a multitude of 
young women for the men, ,and numbers of 
young men for the women, Let us examine 
what the Portugueze haye done in Brazil by pur- 
fuing contrary methods. ‘ 

Brazit is an immenfe continent, bounded on, When, ant 
the North, by the river of the Amazons; on the ad at 
South, by the river Plata; on the Laft, by the difeavered, 
fea; and on the Wefl, by moraffes, lakes, tor~ 
rents, rivers, and mountains; which feparate ic 
from the Spanifh pofteffions. 

Tr Columbus had continued ,his courfe to, the 
South, when he came to the entrance of the 
Oroonoko in 1499, he could, not poffibly have 
miffed the Brazils but he chofé to fteer to the 
north-weft, that he might not ga too far ftom 
St. Domingo, the only fettlement belonging to 
the Spaniards in the New World, 

Porer Anuyargz Canrar had the honour of 
fifcovering the Brazils the apes year by,a 
fortunate chance, 

How doth it happen that dhe is the cafe in 
almoft al} difcoyerigs 5 and that chance hath always 
more fhare in them than ingenuity? It is becaufe 
chance is ever employed, while the human un- 
derftanding is checked by indolence, changes it’s 
objeéts through inconflaney, repofes itlelf through 
Jaffitude, or tedium, and is throw’n into a ftate 
pf inadtivity by a number of moral, natural, do- 
meftic, or ngtignal gavfes, Mofl difcoveries are 

therefore 


362" 


HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


20.0 therefore owen to chance, or to that infinite 
number of men, who are always in motion, and 


whofe attention is conftantly engaged on al] the 
objects that furround, or ftrike them, often- 
times without ‘any defign of gaining information, 
or of making thofe difcoveries, but merely be- 
caufe they make ufe of their fenfés. 

To avoid falling in with the calms on the coaft 
of Africa, Cabral kept fo far out at fea, that he 
¢ame within fight of an unknow’n land lying to 
weftward. Be was driven thither by ftrefs of 
weather, and anchored on the coaft in the rgth 
degree Of fouth latitude, at a place which he 
called Porto-Seguro. He took poffeffion of the 
country, but made no fettlement in it, and gave 
je the name of Santa Cruz, which was after- 
watds changed for that of Brazil, becaufe the 
Brazil wood was the moft valuable produétion 
of that country to the Europeans, who ufed it in 
dying. 

As this country had been difcovered in going 
to India, and as it was doubtful whether ic was 
not a part of that country, the fame name was 
given to it, becaufe rhe Spaniards had imagined, 
that it might be referred to thofe countries they 
had previoufly difcovered, All the Europeans, 
however, diftinguithed them by the appellation 
of Weft Indies. This name was afterwards ex- 
tended to all the New World, and the Ameri- 
cans were very improperly called Indians, 

“Favs it is that the names of places and things, 
aceidentally given by ignorant men, have always 
perplexed philofophers, who have been defirous 

of 
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of tracing the origin of thefe names from nature, 
and not from circumftances merely incidental, 
and oftentimes quite foreign to the natural pro~ 
perties of the things denoted by them, No- 
thing can be more ftrange, for inftance, than to 
fee Europe tranfplanted into America, and there 
regenerated, as it were, in the names and forms 
of our European cities, and in the laws, man- 
ners, and religion of our continent. Bue fooner 
or later the climate will refume it’s influence, and 
reinftaté things in their proper order ahd with 
their original names, though with thole veftiges 
of the change they have undergone, which a 
gteat revolution always leaves behind it, Is it 
not probable that in three or four thoufand years 
hence, the hiftory of America at this prefent 
period will be as confufed, andas inexplicable to 
ir’s inhabitants, as the hiftory of Europe, previous 
to the rife af the Roman republic, is obfcure to 
us? Thus ie is that men, the knowlege they have 
acquired, and the conjectures they have formed, 
either with refpect to events that are paffed, or to 
future tranfactions, are all fabje&t to the laws and 
motions of nature, which purfues her own courfe, 
without paying the leaft regard either to our pro~ 
jects or to our opinions, 

Noruine can afford us a more convincing 
proof of this great truth, than the imprudence 
and uncertainty of all the defigns and aétions of 
men even in their moft important undertakings, 
the blindnefs with which their inquiries are pur- 
fued, and more efpecially the improper ufe they 
make of their difcoveries, As foon as the court 

of 
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BOO of. Lifbon had ordered afarvey. to be taken.of the 
Sinead - harbours, bays,. rivers,. and, coafts.of Brazil, and 


was Convinced’ that the country. afforded neither 
gold. nor filver, they held. it-in fuch contempt, 
that they fenc.chither none but-condemned crimi- 


--nals.and.abandoned womien.. 


.Two {hips were fent every. year ae Portugal, 
‘to carry the refufe of the kingdom: to this. New 
“World, and to: bring home parrots, and. woods 
for the dyers and ..cabinet-makers... Ginger was 
safterwards added; but.was foon' prohibited, leaft it 
Should-interfere. with the: fale of the fame: article : 


from: Indiay.. : i 


' -Aisca’ was then: the objet that: attradted al 
men. ’ Jt:waé the toad to fortune, -to-power, and 
to'fame..: The great exploits of the Portugueze 
dine India, and .the -wealth they brought: from 
thence, gave.their nation fuch a fuperiority in-all 
parts. of the world, that every.individual wifhed to 
partake of it, .The enthufiafin was general. ‘No 
perfon,. indeed, went. over -voluntarily.. to’ Ame- 
ica s but thofe unfortunate-men, {whom the.in. 
guifition had doomed to deftruction; were added:to 
the-convitts already: tranfported thither. °°! 

‘Tuareg never was a ftronger-'and more invete-’ 
rate hatred than that which-the’Portugueze have 
-always. entertained againft. the Spaniards,“ Not- 
‘withftanding this national antipathy, which, is of 
fo. Jong a-flanding: that is's origin. cannot be 
tra ad: ‘and, fo confirmed that it'can-never be ex 
pected: to:ceafe, they have borrowed moft of ‘their 
maxims: from a ‘neighbour, ‘whofe power. they 
Areaded:as much. as they-detetted. it’s manners, 
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Whecher from'a-fimilarity of inate and temper 
or from:a conformity of clrcuftanees; ‘they have 
adopted the worft’ of ies: Infticutions. * They 
éould not imitate any one” ihore : Bottid: tha the 
inquifition, | ‘ a hy 

‘Tus bloody iribianaty erected’ In: Spain ta 
48a, by'a’ coinbination of policy“and fanaticifi, 
under the ‘reigh’ of Ferdinand’and Tfabella, Was 
no‘fooner’ adopted ‘by Joba’ Uethan' ic ftruck 
terror irito every family. To'eftablith ic’s au- 
thority,” and’ afterwards: to fupport' it; no “lety 
than!-four or five hundred vidtims were annually 
facrificed, a tenth part of which was burnt alive, 
‘and the reft’ banifhed’ to Afiica or to thé Brazils, 
The futy' of this tribunal’was particularly’ exerted 
agin thofé who were fufpected “of fodortiyj''a 
cfiche’of later date'in the: Kingdoltn, ‘arid’ almiott 


i 





“4ihavoidable in-hot climates, where “eelibacy’ pres, 





Te alfo- profectted: forcerers, who,’ ih 
sthote clrites OF ignorance, ' were us mach’ dreaded, 
ag‘their number was-inultiplied by the: ‘credility, 
bigotry, and’ ‘barbatifin'-thac prevailed: all over 
Burope. “The Mohaniinedans, ‘though grehtly 
décreafed-fince they had loft the einpire, were allo 
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peifécuted by thé inquifitiony’ but'thore efpecially : 


the'Jews}:-becaufe they’ were the richefty” 


ate ig well Know’s, ‘that when the Jews,, ‘who 
had! long been confined to ‘a. Very finall fpot.t upon 
the: face of the earth, were “difperfed by the’ Ro: 
mans, many of them took ‘efuge™ in Portugal, 
There they multiplied after the Arabs had-con- 
quered Spain, were fuffered to. enjoy., all the 
sights. of citizens, and: were “not excluded. from, 
public 
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30.0 * public offices, *till that country had recovered it’s 
enpe independence, This firft ad of oppreffion did 


not prevent twenty thoufand Jewifh families from 
removing thither, when, after the conquelt of 
Granada, the catholic kings compelled them to 
quit Spain, or to change their religion, Each 
family paid twenty livres * for the liberty of 
fettling in Portugal. Superfticion foon induced 
John TI, to aggravate the fufferings of that perfe- 
cuted nation: he demanded of them 20,060 
crowns +, and afterwards reduced them to a ftate 
of flavery. In 1496, Emanuel banithed alt 
thofe who refufed to embrace the Chriftian relix 
gion; thofe who complied were reftored to their 
freedom, and foon ingroffed the Afiatic trade; 
which then began to be laid open to every one. 
The eftablifhment of the inquifition in 1548, 
proved a check to their activity. Their mif- 
truft was increafed by the frequent confifcations 
made by that odious tribunal, and by the taxes 
which government extorted from them at different 
times. They were in hopes of purchafing fomg 
tranquillity, by furnifhing Sebaftian with 250,009 
livres ¢ for his African expedition ; but, unfortu~ 
nately for them, that+imprudent monarch came 
to an untimely end. Philip II. who foon after 
extended his dominion over Portugal, enacted 
that fuch of his fubjects as were defcended from 
a Jew or 4 Moor, fhould be excluded from all 
ecclefiattical or civil employments. This mark 
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of infamy, with which all the new converts to ® 0,0 & 


Chriftianity. were branded, gave them fuch a dif- 
guft for a-countny,:where even the greatelt opu- 
lence could not exempt them from being ‘ftigma- 
tized, that they removed, with their wealth, to 
Bonrdeaux, -Antwerp, Hamburgh, and other 
towns with which they had regular connedionss 
This emigration was the occafion of a great revo~ 
lution; it diverted the ‘commerce, which *till 
then had ceritered in Spain and Portugal, into 
other countries, and deprived: thofe two nations 
of the advantages the one derived from the Eaft 
and the other from the Welt-Indies, 

Brrore thefe laft periods the Jews, who were 
unremittingly perfecuted by the inquifition, were 
banifhed in numbers to the Brizils. Though 
deprived of their fortunes by ‘thefe infatiable 
leeches, they fucceeded in eftablifhing fome cul+ 
tures, This fortunate beginning’ convinced the 
court of Lifbon that a colony-might be feryice~ 
able to the mother-country by other meahs;, than 
by metals, They began, as carly as the year 
1§25, to cafla le(s difdainful look on this im- 
menfé poffeflion, which chance had beftowed 
upon them, and which had ’till then been con. 
fidered as the fink into which all the filth of the 
monarchy was poured. 

Tux nation foon adopted the opinion of the 
miniftry, and the noblemen efpecially were firtt 
animated: with this new fpirit, Government 
granted, fucceffively, to thofe among them who 
afked for it, a {pace of forty or fifty leagues upon 
the coaft, with an unlimited extent in the inte~ 
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BOK rior parts of the country, They were authorized 
eS by their charter to treat the vanquifhed people 


Charagter 
and cuftama 
of the pea~ 
plo whom 
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ait (0 ube 
due. 


in whatever manner they chofe. They had 4 
right, which mofl of them exercifed, to difpofe 
of the territory they had invaded, jn favour of 
any Portugueze who would cultivate it; but 
they difpofed of it only for thiee lives, referving 
alfo to themfelves fome rent-charges. Thefe great 
proprietors were to enjoy all the. sights of fove- 
reignty, except that of condemning to death 
coining, and the tithes; prerogatives which the 
coust kept in their hands, Thefe ufeful, and 
honourable fiefs could only be forfeited by the 
megieéting to cultivate,and defend them, by the 
deficiency of male iffue, or by the commiffion of 
fome capital crime, ‘ 

nose who had folicited and obtained thefe 
provinces, expected to acquire the poffeffion of 
them without much expence, and without ex- 
poling their lieutenants to any gieat danger 
Their hopes were chiefly founded upon the ins 
dolence of the fimall nations they were to cos 
quer, 

Man is undoubtedly formed for fociety, his 
wants and his weaknefles require it. But fo- 
cieties of twenty or thirty mullioris of men, cities 
confifting of four or five hundicd thoufand fouls, 
are fo many monftrous productions, which are fo 
far from being formed by nature, that fhe, on 
the contrary, is inceflantly fludying to deflioy 
them. They are only fupported by conftant 
forefight, and by moft extraordinary efforts. 
They would foon be diffipated, if a confiderable 
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portion of this multitude did not attend to their ® 0,0 * 
prefervation, The air is infected by them, the -———~ 


waters are corrupted; the land exhaufted to a 
great extent; the duration of life is fhortened 
among them; the fweets of plenty are but litde 
felt, and the horrors of dearth are extreme. 
They are the {pot which gives birth to epidemic 
difeafes; they are the haunts of crimes, of vices, 
and of diffolute manners. Thefe enormous and 
fatal heaps of meti are likewife one of the fcourges 
of fovereignty, fince cupidity invites around the 
throne, and perpetually increafes the herd of 
flaves, under an infinite variety of fun@ions and 
denominations, Thefe unnatural affemblages of 
population, are fubjeét to ferment and to corrupt 
during peace; and if war fhould incteafe the 
ferment, the thock becomes dreadful, 

Socimiins, | in a flate of nature, are little nu 
tnerous 5 they Tubfitt of themfelves. Thef fopa- 
rate belo a fuperabuhdance “of population 
becomes troublefome. Each divifion removes 
to convenicne diftances. Such was the primitive 
flate of the New Countries; fuch is that of the 
New Continent, 

Tuer Brazilians in general were of the fize of 
the Eviopeans, byt hot {6 ftout, They were fub- 
je&t to fewer diftempers, and were long-lived, 
They wore no clothing; the women wore their 
hair extremely long, the men cut their’s fhort; 
the women wore braceléts of bones of a beauti- 
ful white, ‘the meh necklaces of the fames the 
women painted their faces, and the men their 
bodies. , 
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Every colony of this. vaft ‘continent had it’s 


ui own idioms, ‘but not-one of them had any words 


to convey general and abftraét ideas. This po- 
verty of language, which is common to all 
nations. of South America, ‘is a-convincing proof 
of the ‘itrle progréfs the hiiman wnderftanding 


had. made-‘in thefe. countries.’ . The analogy ‘be- 


tween the words in ‘the feveral languages of this 
continent fews, that. the réciprocal ‘tranfinigra+ 
tiogs of thefe favages ‘had-been frequent. 

Tne food ‘of the Brazilians was’very fimple. 
Ina country deprived of doineftic animals;. they 
lived upon ‘fhell-fifh by the'fea fide; along the 
rivers, by fifhing 5 andin the foretts,. ‘by ‘hunt. 
ing. When ‘thefe: precarious provifiohs : failed, 
they fed’ upon the caffava and other roots, 

‘Tugsz.men were very fond of dancing. Their 
fongs were but one tedious uniform tone, with- 
out: ‘any modulations, and - commonly turned 
tipon their loves or their warlike exploits, ae 

dy polithed fates, dancing and finging are 
sachoned among the atts. In the midit of the 
foretts they: aré almoft the-natural. expreffions of 


concord and friendthip, of tendernéfs and: plea- 





fure, We aye, oblige -d.to have mafters to inftrud 
Ys t0: difplay our voices, and:to move: gracefully. 
The favage hath no other initrudtor but his pat 
fion, ; ‘beart; and nature, -He- really. feels 
" W affect to feel.” Accordingly, the favage 
f gs and dances i is always happy. 
aN mufements ate not: interrypted by: the 
~ worthip Of a Supreme Being, for they’ know’ of 
"AgNe; nor ‘is their’ tranquillity difturbed by: the 
dread 
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tlread .of a: future fate, of which they have no 7 0,0 * 
ideas: They haye, however, -theirmagiclans, ———— 
who, by Grange contottions fo far. work -tipon 
the credulity of the people as to throw them into 
violent convulfions.. If the inipoftures’ of thefe 
magicians are detected; they are immediately: put 
‘to.death; which ferves; in lente degrees: ro chieele 
the fpirit of deceit. 

‘Turse atheitts abe equinlly iaacia to. vail 
notions:of fubordination: and’ fubmiffion, . whieh 
among ourfelves ate originally derived fromthe 
dea of -a Supreme Being, They cannot-conceive 
that any perfon can have the audacity to com- 
inand, much Jefs ‘that any one can :be fo weak, 
‘as-to obey. But -they thew moft deftrence to 
the man-who has eae ‘the lassie number: of: 
his enemies; 

Te Brazilians, like site other faves, thewea 
no particular attachmenttothetrnative place. The 
love of our country, whichis 4 roling paffion in 
civilized ftatess which in good-goverhments tiles 
to enthufiafn, and‘in ‘had ones grows habitual 3 
which for feveral centuries together perpetuates 
in: every: nation “it’s difpefition, euftoms, . and 
taftes this Jove-of our -country-is but a faitious 
fentiment arifing from fociety, but unknown ‘ip 
theftate.of ‘nature. The moral life of .a favage 
is the very reverfe of that of the civilized man. 
The latter enjoys the gifts of nature only in his 
infancy, “As his. ftrength incfeafes and: his un- 
derftanding unfolds. itfelf, she lofes ght :of ithe 
prefent, and vis wholly.“intent upon the fucure, 
Thus the.age of -paffians. hos -pleafures, the time 
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BOOK deftined by nature for enjoyment is fpent in 
em pind Speculation and difappointment. The heart de- 


nies itfelf what ic wifhes for, laments the indul- 
gences it has allowed itfelf, and is equally tor- 
mented by it’s felf-denials and it’s gratifications. 
The civilized man inceffancly, deploring his li- 
berty which he hath always facrificed, looks back. 
with regret on his earlieft years, ‘when a fuccef 
fion of new objects conftantly awakened his cu- 
tiofity, and kept his hopes alive. He recollects 
with pleafure the fpot where he paffed his infant 
days; the remembrance of his innocent delights 
endears them: to his iniaginations and forcibly 
attracts hirh to his native fpot; whereas the favage, 
who enjoys all the pleafures and advantages pecu- 
liar to every period of his life, and does not ab- 
ftain from them in expectation of greater indul- 
gence in oldage, finds equally, in all places, objets 
fuited to his defires, and feels that the fource of 
his pleafures is in himfelf, and that his country is 
every where. \ 

Tuouon the tranquillity of the Brazilians was 
not the refult of any laws, diffentions were feldom 
hear’d of in their little focieties, If drunkennefs, 
or fome unfortunate incident oceafioned a dif- 
pute, and fome life was loft, the murderer was 
inftantly delivered-up to the relations of the de- 
ceafed, who immediately facrificecl himsto their 
vengeance without hefiration; then both.the fa- 
milies met, and their reconciliation was fealed by 
a joyous and noify feat. . ,, a 

Every Brazilian took ;'as,'many wives as: he 
chofe, or as many as he could gét, and pat chem 
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away when he grew tired of them. When they ® 
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violated their marriage vow, they were punifhed, tmp 


according to a cuftom almott generally adopted, 
with death, and the hufband did not become an 
object of ridicule on account of the injury his 
wife had done him. When the women laid in, 
they kept their bed but a day or two; then the 
mother, hanging the child to her neck in a cotton 
fearf, returned to her ufual occupations without 
any kind of inconvenience. 

In general, the confequences of child-birth 
among the favapes, are not fo bad as they are 
among the women of civilized countries, becaule 
the firft always fuckle their children, and be» 
caufe the indolence of the men condemns them 
to a laborious life, which occafions the menftrual 
flux in thein to be Jefs plentiful, and renders the 
channels, through which this fuperfuous blood is 
to flow, fo much the more narfow. A long reft 
after child-birth, far from being neceffary, would 
become as fatal to them, as it would be among, 
us to our women of the lower clafs, This is noé 
the only circumftance in which we find a cam+ 
penfation for the advantages of the feveral ranks 
of life. We feel the want of exercife, and go 
into the country in fearch of health, Our wo~ 
men begin to deferve the name of mothers, by 
fuckling their own children; the children too 
are jutt refcued fram the fhackles of fwaddling 
clothes, What can thefe innovations be attri- 
buted to, but to the confcioufhels that man 
cannot deviate impradently from the laws of na= 
ture, without injury to his own happine(S. In, 
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#00 K all future ages the favages will advance by flow 
Sen cdeprees towards the civilized ftate; and civilized 


nations will return towards their primitive ftate ; 
from whence the philofopher will conclude, that 
there exifts in the interval between thefe ‘two 
ftates, a certain medium in which the felicity of 
the human fpecies is placed, But who is it that 
can find out this medium; and even if it wero 
found, what authority would be capable of direct- 
ing the fteps of man to it, and to fix him there ? 
TRAVELLERS were received with diftinguifhed 
marks of civility in the Brazils. Wherever they 
cane, they were furrounded with women, who, 
wafhed their feet, and weleamed them with the 
mott obliging expreffions. Nothing was {pared 
for their entertainment; but it would have been 
an unpardonable affront, had they left the family 
where they were firft entertained, in hopes of 
better accommodation in another. This fpiric 
of hofpitality is one of the malt certain indica- 

gions that man was intended for fociety, 
Hospirapiry, the offspring of natural com~ 
miferation, was univerfally practifed in the 
earlicht times, It was almoft the only thing thae 
attached nations to cach other; it was the fource 
of the moft antient, the moft lafting, and the 
moft refpected friendthip, contracted between 
families who were feparated by immenfe regions, 
A man, perferuted by his fellow-citizens, or 
guilty of any mifdemeanaur, retired to diftane 
gountries jn queft of tranquillity, or impunity, 
fle prefented himfelf at the entrance of a town, 
pr of a yillage,-and faid, «* J am fuch a one, the 
: “ fon 
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* fon of fuch a one, of the grandfon of fuch a # 0,9 ® 
one, and I come for fuch reafons,? And spout 


then he related his ftory, or his invented tale, in 
the manner the moft marvellous, the mof pa- 
thetic, and the beft calculated to give an idea of 
his canfequence. He was eagerly attended to; 
and he added, Receive me: for, if you or 
© your children, or your children’s children, 
 fhould ever be driven by any misfortunes to 
«© my country, they need only name me, and 
«© my friends will receive them.” He was im~ 
mediately intreated to become their gueft, and 
the perfons with whom he preferred to live, 
thought themfelves honoured by this diftinGion, 
He took up his abode in their houfe,: and was 
treated by them like one of the fainily; fome- 
times he became the hufband, the ravifher, or 
the feducer of his hoft’s daughter, 

To fugh adventurers as thefe, who were, sick 
haps, the firft travellers, the origin of the demi- 
gods of paganifin, the offspring of hofpitality 
and licentioufnefs, may be afcribed, Mott of 
theni owed their birth to paffengers, to whom a 
bed had béen given, and who were never feen 
afterwarda, 

Ler us be allowed to fay, that there is no oc+ 
cupation in the world fo immoral as that of a 
traveller. The traveller, by profeflicn, is like a 
man who is in poffeffion of an immenfe houft, 
and who, inftead of fitting down with his wife, 
and in the midft of his children, thould employ 
all his life in ranging about from one apartment 
to another, Tyranny, guilt, ambition, ‘curio. 

Bh4 fity 


376 


HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


3B 2 we fity, a kind of reftlefs fpirit, the defire of ace’ 
es quiring knowlege, and of feeing things, tedium, 


and the difguft arifing from exhanfted felicity, 
have driven, and will at all times drive, men from 
their country, 

Bur, in ages previous to civilization, to com- 
merce, and to the invention of figns to reprefent 
riches, before intereft had prepared a habitation 
for the traveller, hofpitality fupplied it’s place, 
‘The favourable reception of a ftranger was con~ 
fidered as a facied debt, which was often repaid 
after the lapfe of feveral senturies, by the de- 
fcendants of ‘the perfon who had ‘been the’ object 
of its and who,'upon kis return into his own, 
country, took a delight in repeating the favours 
he had received, the remembrance of which was 
conftantly preferved in his family, 

Tuess affecting jnftances of humanity have 
decieafed, in proportion as the intercourfe be- 
tween nations hath been facilitated, Induftrious, 
rapacious, and interefled men, have formed, in 
all parts, fettlements, where the traveller alights, 
where he commands, and where he difpofes of 
all the conveniences of life as if he’ wee at 
home. The mafler, or the landlord, of the houfe, 
is neither his benéfactor, his brother, nor his 
friends he is‘only his upper fervant, The gold 
that he {pends at his houfe, entitles him to creat 
his hoftas he choofes; he cares not for your re~ 
fpe& but for your money. When you quit hig 
houfe,’ he thinks 'no more of you; nor do you 
recolleg& him, any farther than as you have been 
¢ither difpleafed or fatisfied with him. Uofpis 
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tality, that facred virtue which is extinguifhed # 9,0 ¥ 
amongtt all nations, where civilization and focial Werpmeet 


inftitutions haye made any progrefs, is no longer 
found but among the favages 5 and more particu~ 
larly ia the Brazils than in any other country, 

Far from fhewing that indifference or weakuefs 
which makes us fhun the dead, and makes us un- 
willing to fpeak of them, or to remain in the 
places that might recall their image to our minds 5 
the Brazilians beheld their dead with tender emo- 
tions, recounted their exploits with complacency, 
and celebrated their virtues with cranfpoit. They 
were buried upright in a round grave; and if the 
deceafed was the head of a family, his plumes, 
his necklaces, and his arms were, interred with 
him. When a clan removed to another place, 
which often happened, nierely for the fake of 
changing, every family fixed fome remarkable 
ftones over the graves of their moft refpectable 
relations, and they never approached thofe monu~ 
ments of grief, without breaking out into dread~ 
ful outciies, not unlike the fhouts with which 
they made the air refound when they were going 
to battle, 

Morives of intereft or ambition never prompt~ 
ed the Brazilians to war, The defire of avenging 
their relations or friends, was always the occafion 
of their moft fanguinary contefls: Their chiefs, 
or rather their orators, were old men, who de~ 
termined the commencement of hoftilities, gave 
the fignal for marching, and exerted themfelves 
during the march, in repeated expreffions of im- 
placable hatred, Sometimes, even the march 

of 
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#0708 ‘of the army was fufpended to liften ‘to thefe pat 
ww fionate harangues, that la{ted for many hours. This 


cuitem makes thofe long fpeeches we meet with 
in Homer, and in the Roman hiftorians, appear 
more probable; but in thofe days, the noile of 
the artillery did not drown the voicds of the ge- 
nerals, 

Tue combatants were armed with a club of 
ebony fix feet long, one foot broad, and an inch 
thick,” Their bows and arrows were of the fame 
wood, ‘Their inftruments of martial mufic were 
flutes made of the bones of cheir enemies, They 
were ab well calculated to infpire courage, as our 
drums, which ftifle our fenfe of danger, and as 
our trumpets, which give the fignal, and, per- 
haps, the fear of death. Their generals were the 
foldiers who had diflinguifhed themfelves moft in 
former wars. . 

Tue firft attack was never made openly, but 
both armies endeavoured to take the advantage 
of a furprifal. Their courage feldom confifted in 


’ maintaining their ground. The ambition of the 


Brazilians was ta make a great many prifoners, 
which were flain and eaten with folemnity, Dur- 
ing the feaft, the old men exhorted the young to 
become intrepid warriors, that they might often 
procure themfelves fuch an honourable repaft, 
This inclination for human flefh was never fo 
prevalent as to induce the Brazilians to devour 
fuch of their enethies as had fallen in battle ; they 

orily ate thofe who had been taken alive, 
Tue treatihént of prifonets of war hath varied 
according to'the-degree of perfection luman reas 
fon 
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fon hath gradually attained, The molt civilized ® 0,0 © 
nations ranfom them, exchange ar reflore them comyrmd 
at the conclyfian of a war. Nations, that are not 

yet completely civilized, claim them as their pro- 

perty, and thake them flaves. The common fa~ 

vages maffacre them without putting them to 

torture. The moft favage people of all, torture, 

kill, and eat them, This is their execrable law 

of nations. 

Tuts anthropophagy hath long been confidered 
as a chimeta-in the opinion of fome feeptical per- 
fons. They could not conceive, that any na- 
tion could have been reduced to the ciuel necef- 
fity of feeding upon their fellow-creatuiés, to fax 
tisfy chew own wants; and ftill lefs could they 
fuppofe, that any thing, except an abfolute piiva~ 
tion of every fupport of life, could have induced 
man fo commit fo atrocious adeed. Since the 
doubts of the moft incredulous have been re~ 
moved by a great number of faéls, by teftimo- 
nies of higher authority, and by more authentic 
accounts, fome philofophers have attempted to 
juflify this practice of feveral favage nations, 
They have ftill exclaimed with vehemence againtt 
the barbarity of the fovereigns, who, to fatisfy 
their own caprice, fent their unfortunate fubjecs 
to the Naughter-houfe of war. But they have ima- 
gined that it was a matter of indifference, whe- 
ther their carcafes were deyoured by men, or by 
birds, 

Parnars, indeed, this cuftam hath nat in it- 
felf any thing criminal, any thing that is repuge 
nant to maralicy: but how pernicious would be 
fhe canfequences qrifing from it? “When man is 
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once authorized to eat the flelh of man, if the 
tafte of it fhould fuit his palate, nothing will re- 
main, but to make the fteam of blood grateful to 
the noftrils of the tyrant. Let us, then, form 
an idea of thefe two phasnomena, generally pre- 
vailing on the face of the globe, and let us fix 
our eyes upon the hunvan fpecies, if we can pof- 
fibly bear the fight. 

Iw the Brazils, the heads of the enemies flain 
in action, or facrificed after the engagement, 
were very carefully preferved, and fhew’n with 
oftentation to all ftrangers, as monuments of 
valour and victory. The heroes of thofe fayage 
nations bore their exploits imprinted on their 
limbs, by incifions which infured them refpect. 
The more they were disfigured, the greater was 
their glory. 

Sucu manners had not difpofed the Brazilians 
to fubmit patiently to the yoke that was intended 
to be impofed upon them: but what could the 
favages oppofe to the arms and difcipline of Eu- 
rope? A confiderable number of them had fub- 
mitted, when, in 3rg49, the coure of Lifbon 
thought proper to fend over a governor, to regu- 
late an eftablifhment which till then had been left 
to the fury and the caprices of a fet of banditri, 
Thomas de Soufa, indeed, by building San Sal- 
vador, gave a center to the colony; but the ho- 
nour of reftoring it to any kind of tranquillity 
was referved to the Jefuits who attended hin, 
Thofe intrepid men, who have always been 
prompted by motives of religion or of ambition 
to undertake great actions, difperfed themilves 
dmong the Indians. Such, of thefe miffionaries as 

were 
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were murdered from hatred to the Portugueze 3 9,0 * 
name, were immediately replaced by others, who ‘ompamw! 


were infpired with none but fentiments of peace 
and charity. This magnanimity confounded the 
barbatians, who had never had any idea of for« 
givenefs. By degrees they began to place fome 
confidence in men who ‘feemed to feek them only 
with a view of making them happy, Their at- 
tachment to the miffionaries grew into a paffion~ 
ate fondnefs. When‘a Jefuit was expected in one 
of their nations, the young people flocked ta 
meet him, concealing themfelves in the woods 
along the road. As he drew near, they falliec 
forth, played upon their pipes, beat their drums, 
danced; and made the air refound with joyful 
fongs ; and, in a word, omitted nothing that could. 
exprefs their fatisfation, At the entrance of the 
‘village, the old men and chief-inhabitants were 
_ diffémbled, who exprefied astnuch joy, but with 
more fedateriefss ‘At -lictle’ further on, ftood 
women and: yotitigngirls, ih .a, refpedtful pot 
ture fuitable to-their fex. Then they all joined, 
‘and conducted their father imtriumphyto the place 
where they wereaffembled. ‘There he initrutted 
them in the fundamental do@rines of .religion ; 
exhorted them to a regularity of mannet's, to a 
love of juftice, to brotherly charity, andto an ab- 
horrence for himan blood ; “after which he a 

tifed them, .. hor ‘, u 
As thefe miffidniries were too few' in number to 
trarifact all thé bufinels themifelves, they frequently 
‘deputed fome of the moft’ intelligent Indians in 
their’ ftead, Thee men, proud of fo glorious: an 
office, 
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nt O° * office, diftributed hatchets, knives, and looking+ 
tone glaifes among the favages they met with, and re+ 


prefented the Portugueze as a harmlefs, humaney 
anst good fort of people. They never returned 
from their excurfions withour bringing with them 
fome of the Brazilians, who followed thent from 
matives of curiofity, When thofe favages had 
once feen the Jefuits, it was with dificulry that 
they ever quitted them. ‘When they returned 
home, it was to invite their families and friends 
te come and thare their happinefs, and to difplay 
the prefents they had received, 

Tr any one thould doube thefe happy effets of 
kindnels and humanity over favage nations, let 
him only compare the progrefs the Jefuits have 
mads, in a very thort times in South America, 
svith what the forces and navy of Spain and Por+ 
tugel have not been able to effec in the {pace of 
ewo centuries, While mulsitudes of foldicrs — 
avere employed in changing two great and ciyje 
lized empires into deferts inhabited by roving fas 
vag@es, a few miffionaries have changed Jittle wane 
dering clans into feyeral great and civilized na- 
tions. If thefe adtive and courageous meh had 
been Sefs infeéted with the fpirit of the church 
of Rome; if, when formed into a fociety in the 
mott insriguing and corrupt court in Europe, 
they had net infinuated themfelves into other 
courts to influence all political events; if they 
had not difguited, by their {pirit of intoleration, 
all moderate perfons, and all the tribunals by 
their pafion for defpotifm ; if an outrageous zeal 
far religion shad nog made them the fecret ene~ 

5 mies 
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mies to the progrefs of knowlege, and the perfe- ® 9,9 ® 
cutors of philofophy; if they had etoployed as ~—~—~ 
moch art in making themfelves beloved, as they 
did in making themfelves feared; if they had 
been as jealous of increafing the fplendour of their 
fociety, as of augmenting it’s power ; if the chiefs 
of the order had not made an ill ufe of the very 
virtues of their members; the Old and New 
World would fill have reaped che advantage of 
the occupations of a fet of men, who might haye 
been made ufeful, had they been prevented from 
being neceffary; and the eighteenth century 
would not have had caufe to be afhamed of the 
¢normities that have attended the fuppreffion of 
the fociety. The whole univerfe would continue 
to be fertilized by «heir Iabours, and by their 
undertakings, ' 

Tue Braziljans +had too much cavfeiof hatred 
dgaintt the Europedhs,' not ‘to ‘miltruk thelr kitd- 
neéfs ; but their'dffidence wis in forhe meafureré- 
moved by a fignal wé& of juftide,~ 

Tue Portugnele had formed che fettlement of 
St. Vincent on the fea-coaft, in the 2gth degree 
of fouth latitude, There they traded peaceably 
with the Cariges, the mildéft and molt civilized 
nation in all the Brazilsy The advantages they 
reaped from this connegtion could ndr reftrain 
them from feizing upon fevénty men to make 
flaves of them, “The perfon who had committed 
the offence was condemned to’ carry the prifoners 
back to. the place from whence ‘he had taken 
them, and to make the proper excufes for fo hel~ 
nous an infult, Two Jefuits, who were appointed 

to 
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BO. & to difpofe the Indians to accept this fatisfadtion, 
eats which would never have been offered but at their 


defire, gave notice of it to Farancaha, the moft 
refpeélable man of his nation. He came out to 
meet them, and embracing them with tears of 
joy; “ Fathers,” faid he, “ we confent to for~ 
« get all that is paft, and to enter into a frefh 
alliance with the Portugueze; bue let them 
« for the future be more moderate, and more 
s* obfervant of the rights of nations. Our attach- 
‘¢ ment entitles us at Teaft to equitable pro- 
* ceedings. We are called barbarians, yet we 
& refpect juftice and our friends,” The miffion- 
aries having engaged that for the futore their 
nation should more religioufly obferve the Jaws.of 
peace and unity, Farancaha proceeded thus: « If 
you doubt the faith of the Cariges, I will give 
* you a proof of it. I have a nephew for whom 
“ J have a great affection ; he is the hope of my 
“ family, and the comfort of his mother; the 
would die with grief if fhe were to lofe her fon. 
# Yet I will deliver him to you as a haflage. 
« Take him along with you, cultivate his young 
«¢ mind, take care of his education, and inflruét 
« him in your religion, Let his manners be gentle 
‘and pure. I hope, when you return, you will 
* jnftruét me alfo, and enlighten my mind.” 
Many of the Cariges followed his example, and 
fent-their children to St. Vincent’s for education. 
The Jefuits were too artful not to take great ad~ 
vantage of this event 5 bur it does not appear that 
they ever had any ‘intention to deceive the Indians 
by. inculcating fubmifiion. Avarice had’ not yet 

polfeffed 
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Poffeffed the minds of thefe miffidnaries ; and the 
intereft they had at court, fecured {afficient refpect 
jn the colony; to make the fituatlon of their con- 
verts a fortunate one, 

Tuts time of tranquillity was iiiptoveds = For 
fome years paft, fugar plants had been tranf- 
planted from Madeira to Brazil, where the cli- 
mate and the foil were found favourable to this 
rich produce, The culture of it was at firlt very 
inconfiderable } hut no fooner was the ftrength of 
the Negroes fubftituted to the languid labours, 
of the Indians, towards thé year 1570, than it 
received an inéreale, This progrefs was growing 
daily more confiderable, becaule this production 
which had been hitherto only of ufe in medicines 
became niore and more an article of lpxury. 

Turs profperity, which was vifible in all the 
markets of Euytope, excited the cupidity of the 

rench. They attempted to form three or four 
fetrlemients at Brazil, Their levity would not 
.fuffer them to wait the ufually low progrefs of 
hew undertakings; and merely from inconftancy 
and impatience, they gave up profpects that were 
fuficient to have encouraged any, except fuch 
olatile minds, that are as eafily difcouraged as 
they are ready co undertake. The only valuable 
monurnent we have of their fraitless incurfions, is 
a dialogue, which more particularly thews the 
natural good fenfe of the favages, ag it is written 
with that fimplicity of ftyle which diftinguithed 
the French language two hundred years ago; a 
fimplicity in which thete were graces we cannot 
Bill but regret, 
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HO OR oe The Brazilians,” fays Lery, one of the jitter 
ees loéutors, * being very mich aftonifhed to fee thé: 
« -Fretichtake foch paitis to ‘get tlieir wodd, ‘one: 
of their old men once afked mé this queition s 
«© What can be thé’ réafon.that’ you’ Frenchmen 
« come-fé far to get wood for firing PTs ‘there 
<onone itt your-owh’ ediintiyt” To Which’ an- 
« fwered, Yes, and’ 4 great deal. tob, but ‘not 
«e‘fuch'as their'sy' which We did) not burn as he 
& thought ;-but ‘as they theinfelves ufed it to dye 
ee their ttringé'and their feathers, Our people ém- 
te ployed it alfo-in dying, He replied, Well, but. 
«do you'want fo great a quanticy? “Yes, faid 
66 TS forin: our countty there are foine ‘merchants 
** who ‘have moré rugs and fearlet cloths than 
© you ever ‘faw' i in this county ; one of thefe will 
‘buy feveral cargoes of this wood. Ha ha] 
' € fays the favage;' thou relleft me wonders, ‘Then 
_ © paufing upon’ what’ I had been telling: itt, 
‘he faid ; But ‘this very rich: man thou’ talkeft 
of, is he“héver to-die? Yes, yes; {aid I; as 
‘well'as others. Upon which, as they ate great 
*ke-talkéis, he dfked me again; So ther, when he 
“6 jg dead, to whom ‘does all the wealth he ledves 
ee belong ? It goes, ' faid' I, ‘to his children, or 
if he hath; none, to his‘brothers, fifters, of nex 
« of kins © Traly; fays” thé old ‘man, now T fee 
& that you Frenchmen are great fools }- for. mutt 
«6 you work fo hard, and crofs ‘the fea’ to ‘heap 
-€ richés’ for them that come after you, as if the 
© eartli ‘that hath’ fed you. was: not fafticlént™ to 
See feedthem likewifé,. We-have children ‘an I re- 
See lations: whom we love, as thou feckt 3 but as we 
ae et are 
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are fure: chat after our deaths: the earth that 
e hath ‘provided for our fubfiftence,. ‘will, equally 

«provide for their’s, we.are {atisfied,” 
‘Trig:mode of réafoning, fo natural to fayages, 
whom nature hath exempted from -ambition,. but 
fo foreign. to: civilized nations, who have expe- 
rienced. all the ill’ effeéts of luxury and. avarice, 
‘made no great impreffion on-the French. . They 
cguld.,nor.. withftand . the, temptation of riches, 
which all the maritime nations in Europe thirfted 
after at:that time, The Dutch, who were become 
tepublicans by chance, and merchants from ne+ 
ceffity, were more perfevering and more fuccefi- 
ful. than, the French in their attempts on che Bra~ 
zils. The nation they had to contend with was 
not more: confiderable than their owny. and, in 
mere of them, was preparing to thake off the 
Ike: of Spains though they ftill fubmitted to that 


oe a. “r9gal. government. 














tyranny; and cruel ty that excited che Low-countries 
to. rife again Philip Il... The.richeft. provinces 
were. retained, ' or brought: back under the yoke of 
a. tyr nigal government, while the pooreft, that 








were In. a manner fui under water, found means, . 


by. more than human exertions, to fecyre their ins 
dependence. 
-blifhed, - tl y attacked th ir enemy t upon: the: re- 





motett feas, on: the Tndus, on. the Ganges, and as , 


‘fat as the Moluccas, which made ‘a part of the 
Spanith dori ions, fin ce Portugal ‘had be 





cluded in them. “I'he truce: of 1609 Rave time to” 


that enterprifing and’ fortunate republic to bring 
Cee her 
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wo 0.0 % her new projects to maturity. Thefe defigns were, 

amy manifefted in 1621, by the eftablifhment of 4 
Wet [ndia Company, from which the fame fuc- 
cefs was expected in Africa and America, that 
were both comprifed in the charter, as the Eaft- 
Ihdia company had experienced in Afla, The 
operations of the new fociety began By the attack 
of Biazit. 

Precavrions had been taken to procure the 
neceffaiy informations. Some Dutch fhips had 
ventured thither, in defiance of the law thar pro~ 
hibited the admitance of any ftrangers, A's they 
greatly underfold, according to the cuftom of théir 
country, the commodities that came fron Spain, 
they met wich a favourable reception. At their 
return, the contraband traders reported, that the 
country was in a kind of anarchy; that foréign 
dominion had ttifed in the people the love of their 
country; that felfintereft had corrupted their 
minds; that the foldiers were turned merchants ; 
that they had forgotten the fir principles of war, 
and that whoever fhould appear there with a coms 
pereht force, would infallibly furmount the trifling 
obftacles that might be oppofed to the conquett 
of that wealthy region. . 

Tux company committed this undertaking to 
Jacob Willekins, in 1624. He went direétly to 
the capital, San Salvador furrendered at fight of 
the Dutch feet, and the reft of the province, al- 
though jt was, the moft extenfive and mot po- 
pulotis of the colony, made little more refit 
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Tus was a terrible misfortune, but it did nor * 9,9 & 
give any pain to. the Spanifh council, Since that Seco 


crown had fubdued Portugal, they did not find 
the people as fubmiffive as they withed them to 
be, A difafter which might render them more 
dependent, appeared to be a great advantage; 
and their minifters congratulated themfelves, 
upon having at length found an opportunity of 
aggravating the yoke of their defpotifin. 

Paitiy, without entertaining more equitable 
ideas, or more elevated fentiments, thought that 
the majefty of the throne required of him fome 
outward appearance of decency. Accordingly, he 
wrote to the Portuguelt of the firft rank, exhorte 
ing them to make fuch generous efforts as the 
prefent exigencies required, This they were al» 
ready inclined to, Self-intereft, patriotifm, the 
defire of thrqwing a damp upon the joy of their 
tyrants; all concurred to quicken their alacrity. 
The monied men lavithed their treafures ; others 
raifed troops 5 : all were eager to enter into: the 
fervice, In three months time twenty-fx thips 
were fitted out, which failed in the beginning of 
the year 1626, in company with thofe from 
Spain, whfch the tardinefs and policy of that ng- 
tion had made chem wait for much too long, 

Tue archbifhop of San Salvador, Michael de 
Texeira, had prepared matters fo ad to facilitate 
their fuccefs. That martial prelate, at the head 
of 1500 men, hdd gt firlk topped the progrels of 
the enemy, He had infulted, haraffed, beaten, 
driven, inclofed and blocked them up in the rows. 
The Dutch, reduced by hungery fatigue, and 
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8 b © © want, compelled the governor to furrender to the 
So-a troops which the fleet had landed of their arrival, 


and they were all carried to Europe. 

Tne fuccefs of the company by fea, made them 
amends for this lofs, Whenever their fhips came 
into port they were vitoroius, and loaded with the 
fpoils of the Spaniaids and Portuguefe. They 
were {6 profperous as to give umbrage even to the 
powers moft interefled in the welfare of Holland, 
The ocean was covered with their fleets, Their 
admirals endeavoured, by ufeful exploits, to pre~ 
ferve their confidence. he fubaltern officers 
afpired to promotion, by feconding the valour 
and fkill of their commanders. The foldiers and 
Sailors fought with unparalleled ardour, and no- 
thing could difcourage thofe refglute and intrepid 
men. The fatigues of the fea, ficknefs, and re- 
“peated engagements, all feemed to inure them to 
war, and to increafe their emulation. The com- 
pany encouraged this ufeful fpirit, by frequently 
difttibuting rewards, Exclufive of their pay, the 
failors were allowed to carry on a private trade, 
which was a great encouragement, and procured 
a canftant fupply of men. By this wife regula- 
tion, their intereft was fo immediately connected. 
with that of their employers, that they withed to 
be always in action, They never ftruck to the 
enemy, nor ever failed, to attack their fhips with 
that degree of fkill, intrepidity, and perfeverance, 
which muft infure yidory. In the courfe of thir- 
teen years, the company fitted out eight hundred 
Ships, which coft ninety millions*, They took 


39750,0001, 
: five 


IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 


five hundred and forty-five of the en¢my’s thips, 
which, with the goods on board, fold for 
180,000,000 livres *, The dividend was never be- 
low twenty per cent, and often rofe to fifty. 
This profperity, which was entirely owen to the 
war, enabled the company to make a fecond at~ 
tack upon the Brazils, \ 
Tuer admiral, Henry Lonk, arrived, in the 
beginning of the year 1630, with forty-fix men of 
war, on the coaft of Fernambuecca, one of the 
largeft provinces in thofe parts, and the bef for- 
tified. He reduced it after feveral obflinate en- 
gagements, in which he was always victorious. 
The troops he'left behind, fubdued the neigh- 
bouring countries, in the years 1633, 1634, and 
1635, This was the moft cultivated part of 
Brazil, and confequently that which afforded 
moft commodities, ne 
“['nz company were fo'elated with the acquifi- 
tion of this wealth, which Aowed to! Amfterdam 
inftead of Lifbon, ‘that they determined- upon the 
conquett of all the Brazils, and intrufted Maurice 
cof Naffau with the conduct of that enterprife, 
That general reached the place of his deftination 
in the beginning of the year 163). He found 
the foldiers' fo well difciplined, the commanders 
fuch experienced -men, and fo much readinefs in 
all to engage, that ‘he diredtly took the field. Fle 
was fucceffively oppofed by Albuguerque, Ban- 
jola, ‘Lewis Rocca de Borgia, and the Brazilian 
Carneron, the idol of his people, paflionhtely fond 
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B00 K of the Portuguefé, brave, active, cunning, and 
w—-— who wanted no qualification neceffary for a gene~ 
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tal, bue to have learned the art of war under 
able commanders, ‘Thefg feveral chiefs exerted 
their utmoft efforts to defend the poffeffions that 
were under their protection; but their endea- 
yours proved ineffectual, The Dutch completed 
the conquelt of all the coafts extending from San 
Salvador to the Amazon, ‘ 

Ip was in thefe circumftances that an elo- 

quent Jefuit, named Anthony Vieira, pro- 
nounced, in one of the churches of Bahia, the 
moft vehement and>moft extraordinary difcourfé 
that hath perhaps ever been heard in a Ohriftian 
pulpit, The fingularity, of this fermon will pro- 
bably plead my excufe for the long extract I am 
going ta give of it, 
* Viera took for his text that part of the 
pfalms, wheye the prophet, addreffing himfelf to 
God, exclaims, ‘* Awake, O Lord; wherefore 
 hafk thou. flept ? Wherefore haft thou curned 
{ thy cquntenance from us? Wherefore haft chou 
“ forgotten our mifery and ony tribulation? 
‘ Awake and come to our fuccour. Think on 
‘the glory of thy name, and fave ps.” 

s¢In is in thefe words, full of pious firmnefs 
' and of religions boldnefg; it is thus,” faith the 
orator, * that the king prophet, protetting ra- 
f ther than praying, addreffeth himfelf to God. 
{The times and circumftances are the fame; 
f and E may alfo venture to fay, Awake, where- 
* fore halt thou flept ? : ‘ 

Vrain 
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Viuina repeated his text; and, after having * 9.0 


294 
on 


fhew'’n the conformity between the misfortunty tonynad 


pf the Ifraelites and the Portuguefe, be adds, 
Tr is not, therefore, to the people that my dif- 
* courfe this day fhall be addreffed, * My» ydive 
*€ and my words fhall be employed upon a higher 
theme. Tafpire, at this inftant, to penetrate 
even into the breaft of the Divinity, This is 
‘the laft day of the fortnight which is deftined, 
fin all the churches of the mothet-country, to 
*¢ prayer before the facred altars + and fince this 
s* day is the Jaft, it is proper to have recourle 
6 co. the fole and laft remedy. The preachers 
f© of the gofpel have in vain endeavoured tq 
*Jead you to repentaneg. Since ye have been 
*¢ deaf; fince they have not converted you, ix 
© 4s thou, O Lord, whom I will convert 5 and al~ 
s€ though we are the finnerg, it is thou who toate 
Sf repent, 
‘ WuEw the children of Irel had Seselinieea 
#f the crime in the defert, in wotfhipping the 
#6 golden calf, thou didft yeveal thew fault to 
‘s Mofes, and chau didit add, in chy wrath, thar 
* thou wouldft annihjjate thofe ungrateful people. 
* Moles faid ynto thee, Way doth thy wrath wax 
#¢ hot againgt thy people ? Before thon punifheft, 
* confider what is proper for thee todo. Shall 
#¢ the Egyptians accule thee of having taken chem 
+ out of flavery for mifchief, and to flay thentin 
‘the mountains? Reflect on the glory of thy 
ff name, 
« Suc was the peattsiny made ule of - Mo~ 
ff fess and fiych fhall be mine, Thou didit repent 
“ thea 
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BOP K « thee of the defign which thou hadft formed. 
herve“ Thou art fill the fame ; and my arguments are 


 ftronger than thofe of the Jewith legifator. 


«© They will have the fame effe&l upon thee ; and 
if thou haft taken the refolution to deftroy us, 
« thou wilt repent of it. Thou canft not be 
“ignorant that the heretic, inflated with the 
“ fuccefs which thou halt given him, hath al- 
* ready faid, that it is to the falfity of our wor- 
‘¢ thip he owes thy protection and his victories, 
« And what doft thou think the Gentiles that 
« furround us, the Talapouin, who is yer un- 
“ acquainted with thee, the inconftant Indian, 
«© and the ignorant and ftupid Egyptian, but juft 
« wafhed with the waters of haptifin, will think 
‘of this? Are the people capable of ‘fearch~ 
‘ing into,, and of adoting the depth of thy 
judgments? Auife, therefore, and if thou haft 
«any care of thy glory, fuffer not that arguments, 
« againft our faith fiould be draw’n from our de= 
* feats. Awake, and let the florms which have 
s¢ difperfed our fleets difperfe thofe of our com~ 
% monenemy. Let the peftilence, and the dif- 
« eafes which have wafted our armies, bring de- 
« ftruction among their’s ; and fince the councils 
« of men are fruftrated at thy pleafure, let dark« 
« nefs and confufion prevai) in their’s, 

« Josuua was more holy and more patient 
‘“¢than we are; yel his language was not dif- 
« fererit from mine, and the circumftance was 
“ much lefs important. He croffed the Jordan, 
*¢ he attacked the city of Ai, and his troops were 
“ difperfed, His lofs was moderate, and yet be- 

ce hold 
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§* hold him rending his clothes, falling upon the 3 oe Qk 
§ earth, giving way to the moft bitter complaints, een 


f and exclaiming : Wherefore haft thou brought us 
5° over Jordan to deliver us into the bands of the 
& Amonites ? And J, when the intereft of an im- 
« menfe people, and in a vaft extent of country, 
‘© are concerned, fhall I not exclaim, Haft thou 
s¢ given us thefe regions merely to deprive us of 
«them again? If thou didft defign them for 
® the Dutch, why didft thou not invite them 
‘¢ while they were yet uncultivated? Has the he- 
«© retic rendered thee fuch great fervices, and are 
«© we {6 vile in thine eyes, that thou fhouldft 
*Chave draw’n us from our country, merely to 
«¢ clear their lands for them, to build their ci- 
€€ ties, and to enrich them with our labours? Is 
“this the indemnity which thou haft.fixed upon 
in thine heart, for fo many men flaughtered 
** upon the earth, or loft in the waters? Yet 
* if iy be thy will, it muft be fo. But I per 
* ceive that-thofe whom thou rejecteft, and whom 
«thou doft opprefs to-day, thou wilt fearch for 
“in vain toemorrow. 

*¢ Jos, when crufhed with misfortunes, expo- 
*¢ ftulated with thee. ‘Thou doft not expect that 
* we fhould be more infenfiblé than he was. He 
* faid to thee, Since thou baf refolued upon my dee 
«¢ firudtion, complete thy work; kill me, and annibiy 
*© lateme: but thou foalt feek me in the morning and 
s¢ I pail not be. Thou foalt find Sabeans, Chaldeans, 
“¢ and blafpbemers of thy names but Fob, thy faithful 
*« fervaut, who worfrippeth thee, will no more be 
** found, 
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 T wits fay to thee, O Lord, with Job, butn 
 deftroy, and confume us all: but one day, bur 
“ in the morning, thou thalt feek for Darcuguels 
ffand thou fhale feek in vain. Will Holland 
 furnith thee, at thy call, with apoftolic cons 
¢ querors, who, at the rifk of their jives, will 
* convey aver the face of the whole globe the 
§ ftandard of the crofs? Will Holland eftablifh 
‘* a feminary of: apoftolic preachers, who will be 
§ ready, for tha interaft of thy faith, to, fpill their 
blood in barbarqus regions? Will Holland 
“ yaife temples.that are agreeable to thee? Will 
§* it conftruét alrars upon which thou wilt de- 
fefcend ? 7Will it onfecrate true minifters to 
thee? Will it offer up to thee the great facri« 
© fice? Will it worfhip thee in a manner worthy 


‘fofthee? Yes—the worfhip thau wilt receive 


from her, will be the fame as that which the 
 practifeth daily at Armfterdam, at Middle- 
“bourg, at Fleffing, and in the other diftriés 

{* of thofe damp and cold infernal regions, , 
© I xvow well, O Lord, that the propagation 
“of thy faith, and the interefts of thy glory, do 
f§ not depend upon us; and that if there were no 
men, thy power animating the ftones might 
*taife up children co Abraham. But I allo 
* know, that fince the time of Adam, thou haft 
*€ not created any mortals of a new fpecies ; that 
s¢ thou doft make ufe of thofe chat exift; and thar 
Fthou doft admit in thy defigns thofe that are 
‘lefs good, only in default of the better, Wit- 
*¢ nefs the parable of the feat, Bring in the blind 
§ aud ibe lame. Sych is the proceeding of Pro~ 
* yidence; 
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ayy 


* yidehee ; and wilt thou reverfe it at prefent? 7 O,0 © 
* We have beén invited, and we have not re- Pasi 


 fufed to come to the feafl, and yet thou dof 
prefer to us the blind and the lame, Luther+ 
ans and Calvinifts, blind in the faith, and 
Jame in cheit works ! 

« Iy we be fo unfortunate, as that the Dutclt 
*¢ fhould make themfelves mafters of Brazil, che 
“ circumftance that I will reprefenr to thee; with 
«¢ all humility, but with great earnefinefs, is, that 
st thou would'ft confider well before the execy- 
“tion of thy decree. Weigh with attention 
** what may be the canfequence of it; and reflect 
«¢ while there is fill time for it. If thou art to 
repent, it is better that thou fhould’& do it 
at prefent, than when the evil fhall be withoue 
*€ remedy. Thou perceivett the {cope of roy argu- 
«© ment, and the reafons, deduted from thine own 
conduct, for: the remonftrance I niake to' thee: 
+ Before the time’ of che deluge, thou wertialfe 


‘ much"incenfed againtt mankind, In vain did” 


*© Noah addrefs his prayers ro thee during a ¢en» 
tury. Thou did’ perfift in thine auger, and the 
*¢ cataraéts of the heavens were at length burit, 
** and the waters rofe above the fummits of the 
mountains. ‘Lhe whole earth was averfow’n, 
¢ and thy juftice was fatisfied. Buc three days 
* after this, when the bodies floated upon: the 
«¢ waters, when thine.eyes beheld the multitude 
Sof livid carcafes, when the furface of the feg 
« prefented to thee the moft.melancholy and the 
*© mo hideous fight that had ever afflicted the 
“angelic choir, what was_ the confequence? 

«© affected 
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HOOK ¢ affedted with the fight, as if thou had’ not 
tempest € forefeen it, thy bowels were moved with an- 


« guith, Thou did’f& repent of having made the 
«world, Thou did’ft regret the palt, and did’ 
* take refolutions for the future. Since fuch is 
“thy difpoficion, why do’ft thou not fpare thy- 
* felf, in fparing us? Why do’ft thou perfift in 
“thy prefent wrath, if it be afterwards to ex- 
* cjte thy: murmurs; and if thy mercy is to bg 
“ affected by the decrees of thy jultice? Reflect 
* ypon it before thou do’ft begin, and confider 
* the conféquences of the new: deluge thoy haft 
* defigned to produae, ,Let me be. allowed to 

* reprefent them totheer 
Ler us fuppofs Bahia and the reft of Bravil 
* are become ‘the prey of the Dutch, Behold 
‘et then enteting into the city with the fury of 
* conquerors, and with the rage of heretics. 
“ Beltold that neither age not fex are fpared 
« Behold the blood! ftreaming on all fides, Ber 
“hold the guilty, the innocent, the women, and 
« the childrep, all put to the fword, agd .maf- 
« facred one upon another, Bphold- the tears of 
«the vingins, who weep for tle injury they 
“have fuffered. Behold the ald men dragged 
« by their hair, Liften co the mixed cries of the 
* monks and of the priefts, who embrace thine 
“altars, and who lift up their hands unto thee. 
“ Eveli thou, thyfelf, O Lord! wile not efcape 
their violende, Yes—thou wilt partake of 
‘tir, The heretics will forde the gates of 
“thy temples. The hoft, which is thine own 
« proper -body, will be trampled. under foot. 
« The 
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* The vafes that have been filled with thy blood, 
« will ferve for rioting and drunkennefs, Thine 
<¢ altars will be thrown down, ‘Thy images will 
« be cor’n to pieces, Sacrilegious hands will be 
*¢ Jaid upon thy mother. 

* Tar thefe infults fhould be offered to thee, 
‘and that thou fhould’ft fuffer them, is not a 
matter of aftonifhment to me, fince thou Haft 
“ formerly fuffered others ftill more cruel: but 
‘thy mother! O! where fs filial piey? Didi 
«thou not deprive Flofea of life, for having 
« touched the ark? Did’ft thou not wither the 
arm that Jeroboam had raifed againft a pro~ 


te phet; and yet the heretics have thoufands of 


‘© arms for more atrocious deeds? Thou did’tt 
se dethroné, and did’ft caule Balfhazzar to die, 
* for having drunk out of facied vefttls, although 
« thy blood had not been confeorated in then! s 
and yet thou do‘tt fare the héréti¢, and there 
are not two fingers atid a‘thiinb to trace’ pon 
" «¢ che wall the fentencé of their déath, 
“Iya wotd, O Lord, when thy temples are 
& fpoiled, thine alrars demoliflyed, thy religion 
* extinét in Brazil, and thy worfhip annihilated, 
* when the grafg fhall grow upon the avenues to 
« thy churches, Chriftmas Day fhall come round 
“te dnd no one fhall recolle& the day of thy birth. 
“Lent, and the holy week fhall come round, 
ahd yet the myfteries of thy paffion fhall not 
be celebrated. The ftones of our ftreets thall 
,* cry out, as the ftones did in the folitary ftreets 
of Jerufalem, There will*be no more priefts, 
‘* no more facrifices, no more facraments. He- 
7 * rely 
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ROOK te rely will arife in the pulpic of truth; and the, 
Kemsyien’ © children of the Portuguefe will be tainted with, 


« falfe do@rines. The children of my audience 
se will be afleed, dittle boys what is your religion ? 
“and they will anfwer, we are Calvinifis. dnd 
“ yay, little girls, what is your's 2? and they will 
« anfwer, we are Lutheranti Tlieh thou wilt be 
* moved with compaffion arid repetits but-if 
“thy repentance be to be awakened, why do’tt 
«© chon nat prevent it? ; 
*,Bur tell me, what glory cani{t thou find in 
‘adettroying a nations and in caufing it to be 
‘{.fupplanted yby, another? Thisris,apowen thou 
% didiitwfonnérly:intrutt, toa ‘mean. inhablyant 
“of Anatho. Inv puitifhing ssh thoudkado 
«« triumph over the weak in pardoning.us}. thos 
« dott triumph over thyfelf Be merciful, for 
* thine own glory, and for the honour of thy 
“name, Let not thy wrath be prolonged for 
«© ever, nor even for one day. Thou wilt not ~ 
« fuffer that the fap fhould fit upan our anger 5: 
«,and yet how often hath it not rifen, how often 
* hath it not fet upon thine? Do’ft thou require 
* from us a moderation thou do’ft not poffels# 


‘e Do’ft thou give us the precept without ‘the eg. 


* ample? nae ; aps 
£Fororve usy'@ Lord t and put an endtte, ont 
*, misfortunes. Holy Virgin, intercede for us ; 
‘intreat thy fon's';lay thy commands upon him. 
«Tf he be angted with our offences, tell him 
* that he mutt forgive them, as it is enjoined wud 
“ by his law to forgive thofe whe have offended 


us,” 
x Ws 


{N THE EAST AND WEST INDIES, 


AOK 


We know not whether the Lord liftened tg 84,2 ® 
this apoftrophe of the orator Vieira ¢ but d little eo-yaid 


While after the conqueft, the Dutch were in« 
terrupted. by 4 revolution which all nations 
withed for, and which none hdd forefeen, 

Tue Portugtefe had never enjoyed happy times 
fince they had fubmitted to the Spanith yoke in 
1581; Philip II. an avaricious, cruel; defpotic; 
defigning and falfe ptince, had endeavoured to 
vilify chem but concealed his intentions under 
hopourable pretences. His fon; who tod clofely 
followed his maxims, and thoughe It better to 
reign over a ruined nation than to be indebted to 
the good-will of the people for theit fubniiffion3 
had fuffered them to be deprived of a multitude 
of conqueftss which had proved a fource of 
riches; power, and glory to them, and which 
they, had acquired by imuch effufion of blood, 
The fugceffor of that, weak, princes who had till 
lefs underftanding than his fatherj- openly and 
contemptuoufly attacked thelr, adminiftration; 
their privileges, their manners; and all that 
they were moft attached to, At the infiga- 
tion of Olivarez, he wanted to provoke them to 
revolt; that he might dcquire the right of plun- 
dering them. 

Turse repeated dutrages united all the Portu- 
gueze; whon Spain had been labouring to divide, 
A confpiracy, that had been forming for three 
yearss with incredible fecrecy; broke out on the 
third of December 1640, Philip IV. was ignos 
minioufly banifhed; and the Duke of Braggnza 
was placed on the throne of his anceftors, The 

Vots lV: Dd example 
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PO t example of the capital was. followed -by.che-whole 
perce kingdom,. and ‘by all that remained of the fettle-- 
tents formed in happiér:times in Afia, Africa, 
cand. America, .No blood. was: fhed on thia great 
revolution; except that of Michael -Vafconcellos, 
‘he bafe-and vile inftrumept of tyranny... 

© Tae new king united his interefts and his ren 
“Gatnent with thofe of the. Englith, the French, 
cand: all the enemies. ‘of Spain... On. the:agd"iof 
‘jane 16415: he in particular concluded: an, offen 
ae paseeeneiy a alliance ‘with: whe, ‘united: Pro~ 













menbofiche Dutch’ poffeftions. i 

to. Hamel, a merchant of Amfterdaim} ‘to: Bafiis, 
a: gold{mith: of Haarlem ‘and .to~ Bulleftraat, 
a carpenter of Middleburgh, » The .decifion of 
all affairs -was to be referred to this council 3: 
and .thefe were. now fuippofed. to” be confined to. 
the. Leeyie on et a ais and: oe 
trade. yh ws Le . 
ae consiDER ABLE cobftace 
ho The Jands‘belongs 
= shad remained: nder: 









oA fos as 

was osha nin: ome, the.monied :, 

United Provinces, shaftened * ‘to! fered 
for: the: jcarnyibig on, ff 


in ‘THE BAst AND. Wrst INptis, 
face‘of affairs was foon-changed in thole regions; 
every thing feemed: animated with new life; -but 
edificés-too magnificent were ereétéd, an infinite 
number, of flaves' perifhed by a contagious difors: 
ders and éxceffive luxury was generally prevailing.: 
Thefe faults and. misfortunes difabled the debtors: 
fiom. fulfilling their engagements. « Inorder ‘tot: 
to Jofe all: their. credits- «they. were. imprudent. 
enough. to borrow.:money:.at:-three: and. four per’ 
comks- per month, This abfurd condué foon fens 
dered’ them. : infolvent and‘ the: prifons: were 
filled: with. unfortunate of guilty. perfons. - “Bhe« 
Company..were. obliged to «take the debts ‘upon 
themfelves,. in, order, to preferve this beautiful 
fectlement from total ruins ° but. they. required 
that the:cultivators. should give up the entiresprjaé. 
of thei peutic" till all tha, debts Theale 










fad fufFéred the. i agen “00 
ey: ‘had Oldiche ‘arm, atid: the ‘auth 








try. This: condu’ had ennifillated 
fhepgihy: and had anene hier vara 


“liste revenge: “thelr. detg ai 


en 
the Duteh who had: any, fhinfe in the: government, 
atan entertainment in the: amid ft of: the capital of’ 


Dada Fernams 


y had. permitted every foldier -who> 
: was defirous.of ity to -returiy ito: the! mother=eauh- 
tpullle: 
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ob 00 k Fernambucca, and) then ‘to’ attack the people; 
‘kctingteesd WhO, fafpecting nodanger, would be unprepared. 


The plot was difcovered, but the confpirators’ had 
time to get out of the town, ad retire toa place 
of fafety. - a 
“Pasi chief was'a ;Ropugiers of obfcure birth, 
“nbn Juan Fernandez de Viera, . -From.a:com- 
“mon fetvant-he had.rifén to be an-agent, andyafs 
terwards'a merchant, His abilities. had. enabled 
hiniisto acquire a’ large fortune; his probity-had ° 
‘sgained him univerfal confidence ;. and:his'genéro~ 
“fity had. made him an infinite number. of--friends; 
who. were inviolably attached to-his interefts: , He 
‘Was snot difcouraged. by the difappointment-he-had 
jutt met. with ;. but he:yentured,:without:the con- 
fent or fupport of ronnie tO. commence: hos. 
Atilitiess oe ey Tapert EE gle a 
‘ His name, Ais virtiea} dads his: projaéts; afems 
bled the Brazilians, the: Portugueze: foldiers, and. 
even the colonitts about -hims#)He:infpited thei 
‘swith his confidence; his activity, and his courage. 
‘They attended: him tinybattle, crowded about his - 
perfonj andi:wWere detérmined:. to conqueror. to 
dje with him. He triumphed, © but. did’ ‘not 
allow -himfelfi to: lumber. over his. victories, or 
Spive:the: enemy time:to recover, ~Some-checks . 
five wich inthe courfe of ‘his’ fucceffes, only 
-difplay the firmnefs of his foul, the.ex-. 
is genius;.and the elevation-of his mind, 
y threatening: afpect even. after:a 
and -app¢aréd. -ftil] .more: formidable : 
ance than: by his intrepidity.. -He 
terror ,amorig: his: enemies; that they 
dared 
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dated no loiget keep. the Held: At‘ this: period 3 9,0 * 
of his Blory, Viera received onder: not 6 pit: Maley 


ceed. 

Sitwer’ the trues the. Duteh had fined upon 
‘fome' places in Africa and Afia, which ‘they obs 
finately’ refuted to reftore. “The court of Lifton; 
ititent’ upon matters. of greater importance, - had: 
not'béen able to.do themfelvesjuttice but their 
prefent’ inability had‘ not-leflened their refentment. 
In’ this difpofition; ‘they:had : rejoiced to. fees the 
republic ateacked in Brazil; and had even clan» 
déftinely encouraged thofe who had. begun ‘the 
hoftilities... As they conftantly difavowed thefe 
proceedings, and declared, both in Europe.and 
America, that. they. would: one day punith the 
authors of the ‘ditturbances, the Company, ima- 
gined they would foon fubfide}-but their avariga 





John DVierbeitig informed thaticonfiderable’ armay 
eriee were preparing in’: Holland»and fearing to 
be draw’n: into’ a war which. -heiwifhed to:ayoid, 


exerted: -himfelf.in’ earneft:.to putian, end toghie ‘ 






hoftitities'intheBrazils, © MA lee ce inte 


Vrer aj" 
of his defighs,: but’ in “his: fortune,. hissiaceretts 





and hig abilitie we nowgren delibicrste whether 





but infownted: ‘0 ban’ thebabsand: our fhieets; and ; 


ee acquainted with his own'intereft; far from dif 
&e Peroni tis ‘he! ‘wouildumalcqurdes. us: cs ‘purlie 





his seis “Then: stattstheardor of 


Dd 3 = ons 


shad: been too long amufed. with: falfe and: 
‘protettations, was:vat length. rowledy 
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R00 pariions thould abate, he determined:to haften:his 

ae, Operations 5 -and! they. continued: tobe. crowned 

with fach fuccefs, that. with the-afliftance of Ba~ 

retto; Vidal, ‘and fone: other <Portugueze, who 

were able iand willing torferve their country, -he. 

completed the; min of the Dutch. The-few, of 

thefe republicans who: efcaped -the fword: andfiar: 

Mine, evacuated Brazily in confequence of a:canin 
tulation figned the-28th of January. 1654. 

WHat changes are. produced: in‘ the opiniong 

‘of'men!  Thefe events‘{eerh no more: to-usy:and, 

ne iy fatt, ho more. than ‘thie. confequehces'of 








paar’ lenchotatt. ° ‘But- let: ms’ ‘cafryout imaginas 
tivtis back to ‘the! times of. the’ ‘Hebrewsy:when : 
they had {eminaries of infpired men's; to thole of 
the Greeks, when ‘people: reforted to. Delphos 
fom all parts of the world; to. thole of: the Ros 
mang; tho: never dare to: undertake. ; 






Snited Browinséay feemed 
son@itign.to recover a yalu- 
able 
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able :poflefion, which, they. had. lofk-by “an. ill- BOOK 

judged parfimony, and. by an ‘unfortunate con- aes 

currence of citcumfances; : but both the republic 

and. the, company fruftrated tho general, expecta- 

tion 5. and. the.treaty,. which. put.an end to-the 

ivifions -between. the. cwo: powers. in 1661, {e~ 

cured to Portugal the fole polfefion of all the 

Brazils;..in- confideration of .eight millions of 

livres *,. which that crown engaged: to pay to the 

United Provinces, ‘either in money or goods. 
‘Tuus-did: the Dutch part with a conqueft that 

might have become the. richeft.of all the Euro» 

pean colonies, and would: have given the republic 

a degree of importance it could never acquire 

from it’s own territory, But, in order co keep it, 

the government. ought to, have undertaken the 

adminiftration and defence, of itp and to “make j ir 

, it, fhould. have enjoyed full liberty, 

 thele ‘precautions, ae would ha ue 

and would a re 
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B ¢ Px K riches, Unfortunately, fome of the fteps taken 
oe in order to promote and infure profperity, bore 


Settlement 
of the Por. 
ee on 
he river of 
the Ama- 
eons, 


the marks of ignorance and prejudice; but they 
were ftill much fuperior to any thing that had 
been prattifed before this memorable era. 

Wuiie the court of Lifbon was engaged in 
regulating the interior concerns of the colony, 
fome of the molt active fubjeéts af Portugal were 
devifing the means of extending it. They ad- 
vanced to the fouth towards the river of Plata, 
and co the north as far as that of the Amazons. 
The Spaniards feemed to be in poffeffion of both 
thefe rivers. The Portugueze were dete: mined to 
drive them away, or to fhare the navigation with 
them, 

Tus river of the Amazons, fo famous for the 
length of it’s courfe; that great vaffal of the fea, 
to which it brings the tribute it hath received 
from fo many of it’s awn vaflals, feems to be 
produced by innumerable torrents that rufh down 
from the eaft fide of the Andes, and unite ina 
{pacious plain, to form that immente river, Yet 
the common opinion is, that it comes from the 
lake Lauricocha, as from a referyoir of the Cor~ 
deleras fituated in the diftri& of Guanuco, thirty 
Jeagyes diftane from Lima, about the 19th de- 
gree of fouth latitude, In’ it’s progrefs of a 
thoufand or cleven hundred leagues, it receives 
the waters of a prodigious number of rivers, forme 
af which come from far, and are very broad and 
deep, It is interfperfed with an infinite number 
of iffands, that are tao often overflowed to admig 


of 
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of culture, Ic falls into the ocean under the line, 
and is there fifty leagues broad. 

Tne mouth of this river was firft difcovered in 
100 by Vincent Pingon, one of the companions 
of Columbus, and it’s fource is thought to have 
been found out by Gonzalo Pizarro in 1538, His 
lieutenant Orellana embarked on this river, and 
failed from one end to the other of it, Ete was 
obliged to fight his way along, and to engage 
with many nations, who obftrudted his navi- 
gation with their canoes, and poured fhowers of 
arrows upon him from the fhore. It was cer~ 
tainly at this time that the fight of favages with 
out beards, as are all the American nations, 
ftruck the lively imaginations of the Spaniards, 
and fuggefted the idea of an army of female war- 
riors: this muft have induced the commanding 
officer to change the name of that river, which 
was then called the Maragnon, and to call it the 
river of the Amazons; which name it retains to 
this day, 

Ir might appear a matter of aftonifhment, that 
the difcovery of America had not fuggefted any 
miraculous ftories to the imagination of the Spa« 
niaras, of a people who indeed never pofleffed 
the delicacy of tafte, the fenfibility nor the graces 
that were allotted to the Greeks but whom na~ 
ture had indeninified for the want of thefe quali- 
ties, by giving them a haughtinefs of character, 
an elevation of foul, and an imagination as fer+ 
tile, and more atdent, than the had beftowed on 
any other nation, 

Tus 
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Tue Greeks never travelled, either in or beyond 
the precincts of their narrow territory, withoutnieet~ 
ing with fomething marvellous. On the fummit of 
the Pindus they faw Apollo, furrounded with the 
Nine Mufes. They heard the caverns of Lemnos 
refound with the hammers of the Cyclops, They 
fattened Prometheus to the top of the Caucafus. 
They crufhed the giants under a weight of 
mountains. If Aftna roared, and vomited tor- 
rents of flame, this was aferibed.to the labours of 
‘Typhoeus.. The plains and forefts of the Greeks 
were peopled with fatyrs and fauns, at whofe 
dances, there was not one of their poets whd.had 
not affifted; while an entirely, new fyitem,of 
nature did not excite any new idea in the minds 
of the Spaniards, They were neither affected with 
the variety of the plants and animals, nor with 
the piturefque manners of a race of men ’till 
that time unknow’n, What then could engage 
their attention? Slaughter, carnage, and plun- 
der. The fearch for gold, which kept them 
bent towards the foot of the mountains, reduced 
them to the pofture, and to the ftupidity of 
brutes, ‘ 

As early as the times of Hercules and Thefeus, 
the Greeks had imagined the exiftence of a nation 
of Amazons, With this fable they embellithed 
the hiftory of all their heroes, not excepting that 
of Alexander; and the Spaniards, infatuated with 
this dream of antiquity, transferred it to the 
New World. We can fcarce find a more pro- 
bable origin of the opinion they eftablithed both 
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in Europe and America, of a republic of female 29 © X 
warriors actually exifting, who did not live in wna 
fociety with men, and only admitted them once 
a year, for the purpofes of procreation, To give 
the. more credit to this romantic flory, ic was re~ 
ported, not "without reafon, that the women in 
America, were all fo unhappy, and were treated 
with fuch contempt and inhumanity, that many 
of them had agreed to fhake off the yoke of their 
tyrants. It was further faid, that being accuf- 
tomed to follow the men into the forefts, and to 
carry their provifions and baggage when they 
went out to fight or to hunt, they muft neceflarily 
have been inuied to hardfhips, and rendered ca» 
pable of forming fo bold a refolution, 

Bur it is abfurd to imagine that women, who 
had fo fixed an averfion for men, would ever con- 
fént to become mothers; nor is it likely thag the 
men would go in quyett of their wives, when they 
had made their lives infupportable at home, and 
always turned them away as foon as they had no 
more occafion for them. Much lefs can it be 
fuppofed that the fofter and more compafionate 
fex would expofe or flrangle their own children 
becaufe they were boys; and coolly and delibe~ 
rately agree to commit fuch cnormities as none 
would be guilty of, but a few individuals urged 
by rage and defpair, Neither could an ariflo- 
gratical or democratical republic, which it re« 
quires abilities to govern, Lc ruled by a fenate of 
womens though a monarchical or defpotic flate, 
in which it is only neceffary to command, hath 
peen, and may ftill be, fwayed by a female, , 
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Ler us confider the weaknefs of organization 
in women; their almoft.conftant valetudinarian 
ftate; their natural pufillanimity; the feverity of 
the Jabours required in a focial fate, in times 
of peace or war; their abhorrence of blood; 
their fear of dangers; and let us then endeavour 
to reconcile all thefe circumftances with the pof- 
fibility of a female republic, 

Iy fome ftrange prejudices have been able to 
form focieties of both fexes amongft us, who live 
feparate, notwithftanding that natural attraction 
which was intended to unite them, it is not con« 
fiftent with the nature of things, that chance 
fhould have produced a nation of men without 
women, and {till lefs a nation of women without 
men, Certain it is, that fince this political con- 
ftitution hach been talked of, infinite pains have 
been taken to find it out, but no traces of it 
could ever be difcovered, This fingular prodigy, 
therefore, will be like many others, which are 
always fuppofed to exift, though we know nos 
where, 

Wuatever may be the cafe ‘with regdrd to 
this circumftance of the Amazons, the voyage of 
Orellana excited more curiofity'than It pracured 
intormation, An opportunity of fatisfying it*did 
not occur for fome time; on account of’ the civil 
wars that difturbed Peru; but when tranquillity 
was reftored, Pedro d’Orfua, a gentleman of Na- 
yarre, diftinguifhed by his wifdom and courage, 
offered the viceroy, in 1360, to refume that na- 
vigation, He fet out from Cufco with feven 
hundred men. Thefe fanguinary people, inve- 
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terate enemies to all worthy perfons, maffacted 20,0 « 
their chief, who. was a man of good morals, and = 
attached to order and regularity. They fet up 

at their head, with the citle of King, a native of 

Bifeay, of a ferocious difpofition, whofe name 

was Lopez d’Aguirre, and who promifed them all 

the treafures of the New World. 

Inroxicarzp with fuch flattering hopes, thefe 
barbarians failed down the river Amazon into the 
ocean, and landing at Trinidad, murdered the go- 
vernor, and plundered the ifland. The coats of 
Cumana, Caraccas, and St. Martha were ftill more 
feverely treated, becaufe they were richer, They 
then penetrated into New Granada, and were ad 
vancing to Quito and into the interior part of 
Peru, where every thing was to be deftroyed by 
fire and {word. A body of troops, ‘haftily aflem- 
bled, attacked thefe defperate men, beat and 
difperfed them. D’Aguirre, feeing no way to 
efcape, marked his defpair by an atrocious act, 
“ My child,” faid he, to his only daughter, who 
attended him in his expeditions, « I thought to 
« have placed thee upon a throne, but the event 
«¢ hath not anfwered my expectation. My ho- 
* nour and thine own will not permit thee to 
“ live, and to be a flave to our enemies; die, 
‘ therefore, by a father’s hand.” Saying this, 
he inftantly thot her through the body, and then 
put an end to her life, by plunging a dagger 
into jher heart. After this unnatural a@, his 
ftrength failed, and he was taken prifoner, draw'n 
and quartered, * : 
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Arrer thefe unfortunate events, the river of 
the Amazons was entirely neglected, and was to~ 
tally forgotten for halfacentury. Some attempts 
were afterwards made to 1efume the difcovery of 
it, but they were ill-concerted and no better exe- 
cuted, The honour of conquering thefe difficul- 
ties, and of acquiring a ufeful knowlege of thag 
great river, was 1eferved to the Portugueze. 

Tuar nation, which ftill retained fome remaing 
of her former vigour, had, fome years before, 
built a town at the entrance of the river, which 
was called Belem, Pedro Texeira failed from this 
place in 1638, and with a great number of canoes, 
full of Indians and Rortugueze, went up the river 
of the Amazons, as far as the mouth of the Napo, 
and then up the Napo, which brought him almoft 
to Quito, where he arrived by land. Notwith- 
ftanding the enmity fubfifting between the Spa~ 
niards and Portugueze, though fubjects of the farne 
mafter, Texeiva was received with that regard, 
efteem, and confidence, which were due to aman 
who was doing'a fignal fervice, He returned in 
company with d’Acughna and d’Artieda, twa 
learned Jefuits, who were commiffioned to verify 
his obfervations, and to make others. An accus 
vate account of thefe two fuccefsful voyages was 
fent to the court of Madrid, where it gave He to 

a very extraordinary project. 

Tur communication between the Spanith con 
lonies had long been found very difficult. Some 
pirates, who were at enmity with them, infefted 
the North and South feas, and intercepted their 
navigation. Even thofe of their ships which had 

got 
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got to the Hlavannah, and joined others, were not ® 9,9 K 
perfedtly fafe. The galleons were frequently at~ “—~ 
tacked and taken by whole {quadrons, and always 
purfued by privateers, who feldom failed to carry 
off the ftraggling veffels that were parted from 
the convoy, either by ftormy weather, or by failing 
more flowly than the reft. The Amazon river 
feemed as if it would obviate all thefe difficulties. 
It was thought poffible, and even an eafy matter, 
to convey thither the treafures of New Granada, 
Popayan, Quito, Peiv, and Chili itfelf, by navi- 
gable rivers, or at a fmall expence by land, It was 
thought that coming down the tiver, they would 
find the gallcons ready in the harbour of Para to 
receive them. The feet from Brazil would then 
have joined, and confequently ftrengthened the 
fleet from Spain. ‘They would then have failed 
with great fecurity in latitudes little know’n and 
little frequented, and would have arrived in Bu- 
rope at leaft with a formidable appearance; or 
might really have been in a condition to furmount 
any abftacles they might have met with, ‘The re~ 
volution which placed the Duke of Braganza on 
the throne, put an end to thefe important projects. 
Each of the two nations was then only intent upon. 
fecuring to itfelf that part of the river which belt 
fuited it’s own fituation. 

Tux Spanifi Jefvits undertook to fet up a mit 
fion in the country-lying between the banks of the 
Amazon and of the Napo, as far as to the conflux 
of both thefe rivers. Every miffionary, attended 
only by one man, took with him hatchets, Ienives, 
needles, and all kinds of iron tools, and pene+ 
trated into the thickeft of the forefls, There they 
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809 {pent whole months in climbing up the trees, ta 
eenyomet fee if they could difcover-fome hut, perceive dny 


fmoke, or heat the found of any drum or fifes 
‘When they were affured that fome favages were in 
the neighbourhood, they advanced towards them. 
Mott of them fled, efpecially if they were at war. 
Thofe whom the miffionaries could come within 
teach of, were eafily bribed by fuch prefents as 
their ignorance made them fet a value upon. ‘This 
was all the eloquence they had in their power, or 
all they had any occafion to employ. 

Wuun they had affembled a few families, they 
led them to the place they had fixed upon to form 
a village. The favages were not ealily prevailed. 
upon to take up their abode there. As they were 
ufed to rove about, they found it an unfupport~ 
able hardfhip to remain always in the fame place. 
The ftate of independence in which they had 
lived) they thought preferable to the focial life 
that was recommended to them { and their uncon 
querable averfion for labours induced them conti- 
nually to return to the forefts; where they had 
paffed their lives in idlenefs, Even thofe who 
were reftrained by the authority or the paternal 
kindnefs of their legiflator; feldom failed to dif- 
perfe in his abfence, though evet fo fhort. But 
his death at laft occafioned a total fubverfion of 
the fettlement. 

Ir is impoffible that any teader who reflects, 
fhould not be defirous of knowing what ftrange 
infatuation can induce an individual, who enjoys 
all the conveniences of life in his own countryy 
to undertake the laborious and unfortunate func- 
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tion of a iniffionary ; to quit his fellow citizens, 
his friends, and his relations ; to crofs the fea, in 
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order to bury himfelf in the midft of forefts; to . 


expofe himfelf to all the horrors of the moft ex- 
treme mifery; to run the rifque, at every flep, 
either of being devoured by wild beafts, or maf 
facred by favages ; to fettle in the midft of them} 
to conform himfelf to their manners, to fhare 
their indigence and their fatigues; to be ex» 
pofed to their paflions; or caprices, for at leaft as 
Jong a time as is required to learn their language, 
and to make himfelf underftood by them ? 

Ir this condu& be afcribed to the enthufiafm 
of religion, what more powerful motive can be 
imagined? If to refpect for the vows of obe» 
dience taken to fuperiors, who have a tight to or~ 
der them to go any where, and who cannot be 
afked the reafon for thofe orders, without coms 
mitting the critne of perjury and apoftacy, what 
good, or what evil, is it not in the power of hys 
pocritical or ambitious mafters to do, who com 
mand fo abfolutely, and who are fo fervilely 
obeyed? If it be the effect of a deep fenfe of 
compaffion for a part of the human fpecies, whom 
it is intended to refcuc from a ftate of ignorance, 
ftupidicy, and mifery, what virtue can be more 
heroic ? With refpeat to the conftancy with which 
thefe extraordinary men perfevere in fo difguitful 
an undertaking; I fhould have imagined, that 
by living fo long among the favages, they would 
have become favages themfelves: but I fhould 
have been deceived in this conjecture, It is, 
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BOOK® on the contrary, one of the moft laudable of hu- 
teeyn Man vanities chat fupports them in their career. 


« My friend,” faid once to me an old miftion- 
ary, who had lived thirty years in the midft of 
the forefls, and who, fince he had returned into 
his own country, had fallen into a profound me- 
lancholy, and was for ever 1 gretting his beloved 
favages; « My friend (faid he), you know not 
* what it is to be the king, almoft even the God, 
“ of a number of men, who owe to you the finall 
*‘ portion of happinefs they enjoy; and who are 
* ever affiduous in affuring you of their pratitude. 
“ After they have been ranging through immenfe 
“ forefts, they return, overcome with fatigue and 
*¢ inanition ; if they have only killed one piece of 
“ game, for whom do you fuppofe it to be in- 
“ tended? It is for the Farner; for it is thus 
“ they call us: and indeed they are really our 
‘children. Their diffentions are fufpended at 
“our appearance. A fovercign docs nor reft 
“in greater fafety in the midf of his guards, 
* than we do furrounded by our favages. Ie is 
“ among them that Lwill go and end my days,” 

Wrrn this perfevering fpirit, the Jefuits had 
conquered, upon the Amazon, obftacles appa- 
rently invincible. Their miffion, which began 
in 1637, confifled, in 1766, of ten thoufand in- 
habicants, who were diftributed in thirty-fix vil- 
Jages, twelve of which were fituated along the 
Napo, and twenty-four on the banks of the Aina- 
zon. They were from two, to ten, fifteen, or 


fometimes twenty days journey diftant from one 
another. 
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another. In moft of the villages lived people ® 9,0 * 
belonging to feveral nations, who were all Olb~ Seen pnmned 


ftinately attached to their cuftoms, and to their 
manners, and could never be brought to confider 
themfelyes as members of the fame community. 
The efforts: that were made to extend this fertle- 
ment were not, nor could they be fuccefsful. 
Tue women of this part of America are not 
fruitful, and their barrénnefs increafes, when they 
remove from one place to another. The men are 
of a feeble habit, and the cuftom they have of 
bathing conftancly, by no means contributes to in- 
creafe their ftrength, The climate is not healthy, 
and contagious diftempes are frequent. It hath 
never been poffible, and probably never will be, to 
infpire the favages with an inclination for agricul+ 
ture. Their chief delight is in fifhing and hunt- 
ing, amufements which are by no means favour~ 
able to the increafe of population, In a country 
which is almoft all under water, there are few 
convenient ficuations to form a fectlemenc upon. 
Moft of them are at fo great a diflance from 
each other, that they cannot poflibly fornith any 


mutual affiftance. ‘Phe nations which one might: 


endeavour to incorporate ate alfa too fae fepa- 
rated ; moft of them are intrenched in inac ceftible 
places, and are fo inconfiderable, that they often 
confift only of five or fix families. 

Or all the Indians the Jefuits had colleed, and 
whom they governed, none were fo lifclefs or fo 
incapable of being animated as thefe, Every mif- 
fionary was obliged to put himfelf at their head, 
in order to make them pick up the cocoa, vanilla, 
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B Oo K and farfaparilla, that nature plentifully offers them, 
decry and which are fent every year to Quito, three hun- 


dred leagues off, that they may be bartered for 
articles of primary neceffity. Their whole pro- 
perty confifts of a hut, open on all fides, made of 
a few ofiers, and covered on the top with palm- 
leaves, a few implements of hufbandry, a lance, 
bows and arrows for hunting, fifhing-tackle, a 
tent, a hammock, and a canoe. Tt hath not been 
poffible to infpire them with defires beyond thefe, 
They are fo well fatisfied with what they poffefs, 
that they with for nothing mores they live uncon- 
cerned, and die without fear, They may be faid 
to be happy, if happinefs confift more in an 
exemption from the uneafy fenfation that at- 
‘sends want, than in the multiplicity of enjoy- 
ments that our wants require, 

Trays infant ftate, the offspring of religion alone, 
hath been hitherto of no fervice to Spain, and it 
can hardly be expeéted it ever fhould, However 
the government of Maynas, with it’s capital, 
Borja, have been formed there. The deftroyers of 
Ametica have never thought of eftablifhing any 
fettlement in a country where there are no mines, 
nor any of thofe rich commodities which fo 
powerfully allured their covetoufnefss but this 
country hath fometimes attracted the neighbour- 
ing favages. 

Wuxe fome miffionaries were eflablifhing the 
authority of the comt of Madrid on the banks of 
the Amazon, others were doing the fame fervice 
to the court of Lifbon. Six or feven days jour- 
ney below the fettilements of St. Ignacio de Pe- 
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vas, the laft under the jurifdiction of Spain, is St. 
Paul, the firft of the numerous villages formed 
by the Porcugueze, at a very great diftance from 
each other, on the banks of the largeft river, 
and on thofe of the fall ones that fall into it. 

Ir the Maynas were at liberty to form connec~ 
tions with thefe neighbours, they might acquire 
by this intercourfe fome conveniencies that they 
cannot be fupplied with from Quito, being fe- 
parated from that place by the Cordeleras, which 
cut off the communication more effectually than 
immenfe feas would do. This indulgence of go~ 
vernment might perhaps be ptoduétive of confi- 
derable advantages ; and, poffibly, both Spain and 
Portugal, though rival powers, might be fenfible 
that it would be for their mutual intereft to extend 
it. It is well know’n that the province of Quito 
is poor, for want of an opportunity of difpofing 
of the overplus of thofe very commodities that 
are not to be had at Para. The two provinces 
mutually affifting each other by means of the Napo 
and of the Amazon, would rife to a degree of 
profperity they could never attain wichout this ine 
tercourfe, The mother-countries would in time 
reap great advantages from it, and it could never 
be prejudicial to them, becaufe Quito can never 
purchafe what is fent from Furope to America, 
and Para confumes nothing but what Lifbon ob- 
tains from foreign countries. But national anti~ 
pathies, and the jealoufies of crowned heads, 
are attended with the fame effects as the paffions 
and prejudices of men in private life. One un- 
fortunate incident is fufficient to divide families 
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to love and affift one another, and to promote the 
general good. The fpirit of hatred and revenge 
will rather induce men to fubmit to fuffer than not 
be gratified. ‘Thofe paffions are conftantly kept 
up by the mutual injuries and the effufion of blood 
they occafion. How different is man in the ftate 
of nature from man corrupted by fociety! The 
latcer amply deferves all the misfortunes he brings 
upon Limfelf, 

Iv is a circumflance we have lefs reafon than 
ever to expect, that any kind of confidence can 
be eftablifhed in thefe countries, between the two 
European nations that are ip pofleffion of them. 
Tt hath been for a long time fufpeéted, that the 
river Amazon and the Oroonoko, communicated 
with each other by means of the Black River, 
where the court of Lifbon hath feveral fettle« 
ments. This circumtiauce, which had been fo 
long a matter of conte, was demonftrated in 


3744) by fome Portugueze boats, which having _ 


fet out from one of thefe rivers, failed into the 
other, ‘This produced a new fource of jealoufy, 
to which the two miniflers ought to have put a 
ftop, when their attention was engaged in fettling 
the differences which had too often ftained the 
river Plata with blood. 

Tus Portugueze, who had appeared upon this 
great river foon after the Spaniards, were not 
long before they forgot it. ‘hey did not come 
there again till the year 1553, when they got as 
far as Buenos-Ayres, and took pofleffion of the 
northern coaft af the provinces, This aét had 

not 
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not been attended with any confequences, when 
the court of Lifbon ordered, in 1680, that the 
colony of St. Sacrament fhould be eftablithed pre- 
cifely at the extremicy of the territory which they 
thought belonged to them. This claim appeared 
to the Spaniards to be ill-founded ; and they de- 
ftroyed thefe 1ifing walls without much difficulty, 

Vionenr contefts immediately arofe between 
the two powers. Spain proved that the New Co- 
lonv was placed in the fpace allotted to her, by 
the boundary marked by the Popes. The Portu- 
gueze did not deny uns aftronomical truth, but 
they maintained, that this agreement was annul- 
Jed by later arrangements, and in a more par- 
ticular manner by the ereaty of 1668, which put 
a ftop to hoftilties, and fectled the fate of the 
two nations, It was concluded in 1681, after a 
multitude of contefts, that the Portugueze fhould 
again be put in poffeffion of the poft they had oc~' 
cupied; bur that the inhabitants of Buenos- 
Ayres, as well as they, fhould have the enjoy- 
ment of all che difputed domains, 

Tue war between the two crowns, in the be~ 
ginning of the century, broke off this provifional 
agreement, and in the year 1705 the Porrugueze 
were again driven ont of St. Sacraments but 
were reinftated in the poffeffion of it by the peace 
of Utrecht. This treaty granted them even more, 
than they had ever had, fince it intured co them 
exclufively che whole territory of che colony, 

Ar that period a confiderable finugsling cade 
was begun, between the Pormeueze fetlement of 

‘St. Sacrament, and that of the Spaniards at 
Ee4 Buenos 
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BO. ® Buenos-Ayres, in which all parts of the Brazils 
tee and of Peru, and even fome merchants of the 


mother-countries, were more of Jefs concerned, 
Tue court of Madrid foon perceived that the 
treafures of the New World were conveyed into 
another channel. In order to bring them back 
again, they did not think of any more certain 
method, than that of limiting, as much as pof- 
fible, the Raple of thefe fraudulent connedtions, 
Their minifters afferted, that the places under the 
dominion of the Portugueze ought not to be ex~ 
tended beyond cannon-fhor; and they caufed all 
the northern coat of the Plata, from the mouth of 
that great river, to the fettlement which occafioned 
them fuch terrible alarms, to be filled up with flocks, 
fheep-folds, and with the villages af Maldonada 
and Montevideo, and contrived other know’n me~- 


_thods of occupying this intermediate fpace. 


Tuest unforefeen enterprizes revived everlatt- 
ing animofities, which had been for a fhort time 
fufpended by their commercial connections. Thefe 
neighbouring people carried on a clandeftine 
war with one another. The two nations were 
upon the brink of an open rupture, when, in 
1750, @ treaty was propofed, which appeared 
likely to fettle the differences between thele two 
monarchies. By this treaty, the Portugueze ex~ 
phanged the colony af St, Sacrament, and it’s 
territory, for the feven. miffions formerly efta- 
blithed on the eaflern coaft of the Uruguay. 

Tr was neceffary that chis treaty fhould be exe- 
cuted in America; and this was not an eafy mat- 
ter. The Jefuits, who from their earlieft origin 


had 
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had opened to themfelves a fecret road to domi~ 80,0 & 
nion, might have objected to the difmembering Ua 
of an empire which owed it’s exiftence to their 
labours. Independent of this great intereft, they 

might have thowght themfelves refponfible for 

the felicity of a docile fet of people, who, by 
throwing themfelves in their arms, had ingrufted 

them with the care of their future welfare. Be- 

fides, the Guaranis had not been conquered ; and 
therefore, when they fubmitted to Spain, they did 

not give that crown the right of alienating them 

from their dominion ; without having reflected on 

the inconteftible rights of nations, they might 
imagine that ic belonged to them alone to deter 

mine what was conducive to their happinefs. The 

horror they were well know’n to entertain for the 
Portugueze yoke, was equally capable of leading 

them aftray, or of enlightening them, So criti- 

cal a fituation required the greateft precautions, 

and they were attended to. 

Tax forces which the two powers had fent 
from Europe, and thofe which could be affem- 
bled in the New World, united themfelves in 
order to furmount the obftacles that were fore- 
feen; but thefe preparations did not terrify the 
people that were the obje& of them. Although 
the feven ceded colonies were not affifled by the 
other colonies, at leaft not openly ; although they 
were no more headed by the chiefs who till that 
time had led them on to battle, they were nat 
afraid of taking up arms to defend their liberty, 
But their military condu€ was not fuch as it 
ought to have been, Inflead of contenting them- 

felves 
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B oo K felyes with haraffing their enemies, and with in- 
tomyomd terrupting the provifions they were obliged to 


get from the diftance of two hundred leagues, the 
Guaranis ventured to wait for them in the open’ 
field. They loft a battle which coft them two 
thoufand men. This confiderable check difcon- 
certed their meafures; their courage feemed to 
give way, and they abandoned their territory, 
without making thofe efforts which were expected 
from their firfl refolution, and which were, per- 
haps, confiftent wich their ftrength. 

* Arrer this event the Spaniards attempted to 
take poffeffion of the colony of St. Sacrament. 
The Porcugueze rcfuled co give it up, alleging 
that the inhabitants of the Uruguay were only 
difperfed; end that, ’till the court of Madrid 
jhould fetdle them in fome of their own domains, 
they would always be difpofed to recover that 
tetritory which they had quitted wich fo much 
regret. Thefe difficulties, whether real or’ ima- 
ginary, prevented che conclufion of the treaty, 
which was even entirely puta ftop to by the two 
courts in 1761, and every thing fell again into 
confufion, ‘ 


From that time, thefe deferts have been almoft 
inceffantly ftained with blood; fometimes by 
hoftilities that were not publicly avowed, and 
fometimes by open wars, Portugal, deprived 
of the affiftance of England, hath at length been 
obliged to fubmit. The treaties of the fiel of 
Oeober 1777, and of the cleventh of March 
1778, have deprived it for ever of the colony 
of St. Sacrament; but they have reftored cn 

: the 
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the territory of the river St. Peter, which had 
been taken from it, under the pretences fo fre- 
quently alleged, of the line of mark. 

Wuite thele reftlefs and enterprizing men were 
ravaging the Amazon, and the Plata, fome la- 
borious and peaceable citizens were employed in 
multiplying on the coaft of Brazil important pro- 
dudlions, which were delivered to the mother- 
country, which, in return, fupplied them with 
every thing they were in want of. 

Tue whole trade was carried on by a fleet, 
which failed every year from Lifboa and Oporto 
in the month of March. The fhips it confifled 
of parted when they came to'a certain latitude, 
and procecded to their refpedtive deftinations: 
but they afterwards all met at Bahia co fail for 
Portugal, which they reached in September or 
Odober the year following, under convoy of the 
men of war, which had ‘eftbrted them at their 
going out.' 

ARgcuLation fo contrary to maxims pene- 
rally received, was cenfured by many judicious 
perfons, who thought it would have been better 
to have left the merchants at liberty to fend out 
their fhips, and order thein home when it fuited 
them beft. This fyllem would have reduced the 
expence of freight, rendered the voyages more 
frequent, increafed the maritime forces, and en- 
couraged every fpecies of agriculture. The 
intercourfe between the colonies and the mother- 
country being more conftant, would have given 
information, which would have enabled govern- 

ment 
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800K ment to extend it’s protection more eafily, and to 
tempat fecure it’s authority. 


Tue court of Lifbon feemed frequently in- 
clined to yield to thefe confiderations, but was 
deterred by the fear of feeing the fhips fall into 
the enemy’s hands if they failed feparately; by 
cuftom, the fway of which is ftill more powerful 
over government than over individuals; by the 
infinuations of fome men in power, whofe inte- 
reft would have been affected by the revolution ; 
and by variety of prejudices none of which could 
have borne the flightefl fcrutiay, 

Ir was upon this principle that the Portugueze 
fettlements in the Old and in the New World 
were founded, when the difcovery of the gold 
and diamond mines, in the beginning of the cen- 
tury, fixed the attention of all nations upon the 
Brazils. It was generally thought, thar thofe 
riches, added to thofe of another kind furnifhed 
by the colony, would tender ic one of the fineft 
fectlements of the globe. The Europeans were 
not yet undeceived, when they learnt with fur- 
prize, that the moft important part of thofe 
regions were juil fubjected to the yoke of mo- 
nopoly. ‘ 

Porrucat hath made immenfe difcoveries in 
Africa, and inthe Raf¥and Weft Indies, wichout 
the affiltance of any company. This had been 
done by fome affociations, which kings, nobles, 
and merchants, had occafionally formed among 
themfelves, and which fitted out fleets more or 

“Jefs confiderable, for thofe three parts of the 
globe, It was not to be expected that a nation, 
; which 
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which, in the barbarous ages, had purfued the Pe x 
ineflimable advantages of competition, would, at Cmyuw 


laft, in an enlightened age, adopt a pernicious 
fyf&tem, which, by collecting the principles of 
life and motion into a fimali part of the body 
politic, leaves all the reft in a ftate of inadtivity 
and ruin. 

Tus plan was formed among the rving of 
Lifbon, when the earth had, as it were, cafl out 
her inhabitants, and left them no afylum o1 place 
of fafety but on the fea, or in the New World. 
The dreadful fhocks which had fubverted that 
fuperb capital were ftill repeated, and the flames 
that had reduced it to afhes were fcarce extin~ 
guifhed, when an exclufive company was cfta- 
blifhed, for the purpofe of felling to foreign na~ 
tions, at the Brazils, and even in retail, within 
the fpace of three leagues, the wine fo welk 
know’n by the name of Porc, which is drunk in 
many of the colonies, in part of the north, and 
efpecially in England, This company hath a 
capital of 3,000,000 livres *, divided into two 
hundred thares, of 2,500 livres t each, They lend 
to the proprietors of the vines, half the price 
they are allowed to charge for the vintage; a 
price which they can never raife, however fa- 
vourable the year may be. For the belt wines, 
they are paid at the rate of 166 livres five fols t 
per ton; but they receive no more than 125 
livres § for thofe of an inferior quality. How 
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% 9 Be K great foever the dearth may be, or however 
een ts, confiderable the vent, the cultivator ¢an never 


expect an increafeé of more than rt livres five 
fols * per ton, and the ton confifts of about 220 
gallons. 

Ovorto, which is become the firfl city in the 
kingdom for it’s population, riches, and com- 
merce, fince Lifbon had, as it were, difappeared, 
jufily took the alarm, thinking that her trade 
would be ruined by this fatal alienation of the 
rights of the whole nation, in favour of a com~ 
pany. The province between the Douro and the 
Minho, the moft fruitful in the kingdom, formed 
no further expetations from it’s cultures. De- 
fpair excited a fpiric of fedition among the people, 
and this gave occafion to the cruelties of the 
government. Twelve hundred perfons were 
either executed, condemned toa public labour, 
banifhed to the forts in Afvica, or reduced to 
poverty by odicus confifcations of their pot 
{effions, 

On the 6th of June 1755, an exclufive com- 
pany, with a capital of 3,000,000 livres ft, 
divided into twelve hundred fhares, was efta- 
blifhed for the great Para, and for the Maragnan. 
Four years after, the province of Mermanbucca 
was put under a Gimilar yoke, with this difference, 
that the latter monopoly had a fund of 3,500,000 
livres $, which was divided into three thoufand 
four hundied fhares, The two focieties were 


* iL 6s. afd, f 125,000 L. 
$ 145.8331 66 8d. 
authorized 


IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 


authorized to giin fitteen per cent. exclufive of all 
expences, on erudes of provifions, and to fell 
their merchandize for foity:five per cent, more 
than they would have cofl even at Lifbon, They 
were allowed to pay as little as they chofe for the 
provifions furnifhed by the diftridts fubject to 
their tyranny. Such extraordinary favours were 
to laft twenty years, and might be renewed, to the 
great detriment of the colony. 

True Brazils are at prefent divided into nine 
ptovinces, which are all governed by a feparate 
commander, Although thefe feveial chiefs are 
expected to conform ro the general regulations 
which the Viceroy thinks proper to make, they 
aie independent of his authority, becaufe they 
iceive their oiders directly fiom Lifbon, and 
becaufe they themfelves give an account to that 
court of the affairs in their department. They 
are only appointed for three years, but their 
commiffion is ufually extended beyond that pe~ 
viod. They are prohibited by the law from 
marrying in the country undcr their jurifiction ; 
from being concerned in any branch of trade; 
from accepting any prefent whatfoever; from 
receiving any emoluments for the functions of 
their office ; and this Jaw hath been rather flridly 
obferved for fome yeas pafl. Accordingly, for- 
tunes ate at prefene very feldom made, or even 
begun in thofe pofts in the New World. The 
perfons who voluntarily refign, ate obliged, as 
well as thofe who are recalled, to give an account 
of their conduct to the commiflioners appointed 
by the inother-country; and. citizens of all ranks 
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BO OX are indifcriminately admitted to impeach them. 
vnecaey If they happen to die in their poft, the bifhop, 


the higheft military officer, and the firfl magi- 
ftrate, jointly affume the reins of government, 
till che arrival of the fueceffor. 

Tue jurifprudence of the Brazils is entirely 
the fame as that of Portugal. There is a Judge 
eftablifhed in*each diftri€t, fiom whofe decilion 
an appeal may be made to the fuperior tribunals 
of Bahia, and of Rio Janeiro, and even to thofe . 
of Lifbon, if it be upon matters of confequence. 
The great Para and Maragnan alone, are allowed to 
apppeal immediately to the mother-countty, with- 
out being obliged to appear before the two interme» 
diate tribunals. In criminal cafcs rather a diffe- 
rent plan is adopted. The judge of each dittiiad 
hath a right to punifh without appeal {mall mif- 
demeanours. The crimes are judged by the 
governor, affifted by fome affeffors appointed by 
the law. 

A particunar tribunal is eflablifhed in every 
province, to take care of the legacies which be« 
Jong to heirs, whofe refidence is acrofs the feas, 
They are allowed to dedu& five per cent. for 
their falaries, and the reft is fent to Portugal, to 
be depofited in a place deftined to receive it. 
The inconvenience of this otherwife judicious 
inftitution, is, that the Brazilian creditors can 
only be paid in Europe. 

Tur finances of each province are adminiftered 


. by the commandant, and four magiftrates, Their 


account is fent every year to the royal treafury 
of 
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of the mother-country, and {crutinized with great 
feverity. 

Eyerry town, and every village, in the leaft 
confiderable, hath a court of judicature, Their 
bufinefs is to attend to the fmall concerns they 
are intrufted with, and to fetcle, under the in~ 
fpeGlion of the commandant, the trifling taxes 
that are neceffary. Several privile@es have been 
eranced to this tribunal, efpecially that of having 
the right to catry any complaint they may have 
againft the head of the colony, immediately to 
the fovercign. 

Tue military are upon the fame footing in 
the Brazils, as in Portugal, and in the reft of 
Europe. The troops are at the difpofal of every 
governor, who appoints to all the vacant com- 
miffions, under the yank of captain. He hath 
the fame quthprity over the militia, which con« 
fitts of all the citizens that are not fdalgos, chat is 
to fay, of the fin nobility; or who have no 
public employment. This body of men, who 
are all obliged to wear a uniform at their own 


expence, aie never affembled in the interior parts 


of the country, except in cafes of abfolute necef- 
fity; but at Fernambucca, at Bahia, and at Rio 
Janeiro, they are exerciled during one month 
every year, and are then paid by the govern+ 
ment. The Negroes and Mulattoes have ftand- 
ards of theirown; and the Indians fight under the 
fame banners as the white men. The colony, at 
this prefent time, confifts of fifteen thoufand eight 
hundred an ninety-nine regulats, and of twenty- 
one thoufand eight hundred and fifty militia, 
Vou. IV. Kf Tuovart 
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Tuover the King, as Grand Matter of the 
order of Chrift, be folely i in poffeffion of the tithes ; 
and though the produce of the Cruzade belong 
entirely to him, yet, in this extenfive part of the 
New World, fix bifhopricks have been fuccef- 
fively founded, which acknawlege for their fupe- 
rior the Archbifhoprick of Bahia, eftablifhed in 
the year 1552. The fortunate prelates, moft of 
them Europeans, who fill thefe honourable fees, 
live in a very commodious manner upon the 
emoluments attached to the funétions of their 
miniftry, and upon a penfion of twelve hundred, 
and from that to thirty thoufand livres *, granted 
to them by the government, 

mone the inferior clergy, none but the mif- 
fionasies who are fettled in the Indian villages, are 
paid by government; but the others find fufficient 
refources among the fuperftitious people, whom 
they are to edify, to inftruét, and to comfort. 
Befide an annual tribute, paid by every family to 
the clergyman, he is intitled to forty fols + for 
every birth, every wedding, and every burial. 
'Thelaw which reduces this contribution to one half 
for poor people, and to nothing for thofe that 
are entirely iadigent, is feldom obferved. The 
avidity of the priefts hath even been carried fo 
far as to double this thamelef falary, in the dif- 
triats of the mines. 

Somer few afylums for maidens five been fuf- 
fered at Bahia, and at Rio-Janciro; but it hath 
never been allowed to eftablifh nunnerics in the 
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Brazils, ‘The monks have been more fuccefsful; ® °° * 
and there are at prefent twenty convents of diffe- Gy 
rent orders, the two richeft of which are occupied 
by Benediétines, who are as idle as they are licens 
tious. None of thefe fatal eflablifhments are 
founded in the gold cauntries. The Jefuits had 
taken advantage of the influence they had over 
government to evade the law; which forbade 
any regular orders to fettle in thofe regions. No 
inftitution hath been powerful enough, fince their 
expulfion, to extort fo fignal a favour, 

Tuouveu there be not abfolutely an inquilfition 
in the Brazils, the people of that country are not 
protected from the outrages of that barbarous in- 
ftitution, The ecclefiaftics of the colony, who 
are appointed by that tribunal to be their agents, 
are all of, them imbued with the fame fanguinary * 
maxims,” Their mercilefs feverity is moflly pro- 
yoked by accufations of Judaifin. This fore of 
fury rofe to fuch an enormous height, from 1702 
to 1718, that the minds of all men were im- 
preffed with terror, and mfoft of the cultures were 
neglected. 


Turre is no particular ordonnance in the 
Brazils for faves, and they: oyght to be tried by 
the common law. As their mafters are obliged 
to feed them, and that it is become a general 
cuftom to allot them a {imall piece of ground, 
which they are allowed to cultivate for their own 
emolument, thofe among them who are induf. 
trious, and laborious, are, fooner or later, 
enabled to purchafe their liberty. Itis feldom 
refufed them; and they:may even: demand it, at 
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20.9 * the price fettled by the regulations, when they 
Gawd find themfelves oppreffed. It is, probably, for 
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this reafon, that, notwithftanding the great faci- 
lity they have for eloping, yet, there are few 
fugitive Negroes throughout this valt continent, 
Thofe few who are found in the country of the 
mines, only employ themfelves quietly at a dif 
tance, in cultivating the productions neceffury 
for their fubfiftence. 

Sucn of the Negroes as have purchafed their 
liberty, enjoy the rights of citizens as well as the 
Mulattoes; but they are both excluded from the 
priefthood, and from any civil employment. 
Even in the fervice they can have no commiffion, 
except in their own batallions, The white men 
feldom marry the Negro women; moft of them 
go no farther than to form illegal connections 
with them, Thefe conneétions, which have the 
fanction of the manners of the country, differ 
fcarcely from matrimony, in regions where men 
difpole of their fortunes in conformity to, their 
caprices and paffions. 

Tue ftate of the Indians hath not always been 
the fame; at firft they were feized upon, fold in 
public markets, and compelled to work like 
flaves in the plantations, ‘ 

In 1570, Sebaftian forbade that any Brazilian 
fhould be made a flave, except fuch as had been 
taken prifoners in a juft war; but this Jaw was 
not attended to, becaufe the Portugueze would 
have thought themfelves difgraced in tilling the 
ground ; and at that time few cultivators had been 


fent to Africa, 
Tur 
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Tue edi& of Philip II. which, in 1595, con 
fired the orders of Sebaflian, and which even 
reduced to ten years the term of flavery, to thofe 
whom that prince had allowed to be’kept in per- 
petual fervitude, was equally difregarded. 

Two mandates, of 1605 and 1609, again de- 
clared all the Indians, without exception, to be 
entirely free. Philip III. being informed that 
his commands were not obeyed, iffued a third 
law, by which thofe who infringed it, were con~ 
demned to fevere penalties. But, at that period, 
the colony was ftill governed by a court of judica~ 
ture, moft of the members of which were born 
in America itfelf; fo that the new arrangements 
were not much more refpected than the old ones 
had been. ‘ 

In the mean while, the miffionaries were every 
day exclaiming, with greater yehemence, againit 
the tyranny with which their converts were op~ 
preffed. In 1647, the new court of Lifbon gave 
way to their preffing folicitations, and formally 
renewed the orders which forbade the detaining 
of any Brazilian in flavery. The fpirit of inde 
pendence, which manifefted itfelf throughout 
the whole colony, convinced that fill totcering 
power, that they were not allowed to do every 
thing that was jut; and, eight years after, their 
orders were qualified, by permitting that thofe in- 
dividuals who were born of a Negro mother, and 
of an Indian father, might be kept in flavery, 

Tat Dutch had juft then been driven from 
this part of the New World. The connections 
with the coaft of Africa, which had been inter- 
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OOS ‘yupted by the bloody wars, the Portugueze had 

eed been obliged to fuftain againft thofe republicans, 
refumed their former courfe. The population of 
the Negroes was increafed in the Brazils. Their 
fevices foon difgufted the Portugueze of the na- 
tives of the country, who were weaker, and not 
fo laborious, Thofe who perifhed were not re- 
placed, and that fpecies of fervitude was, by de- 
grees, abolithed every where, except at St. Paul, 
at Maragnan, and on the Amazon river, at which 
places there were not yet any rich fettlements, 
and where the Portugueze were not capable of 
purchafing flaves, The decrees ifued in 1680, 
1713, and 1741, to extirpate thefe remains of 
barbarifm, were of no effeéts and it was not ’till 
4755, that all the Brazilians became really free. 

Ar this period they were declared citizens by 
government; they were to enjoy that title in the 
fame manner as their conquerors, The fame 
road was laid open to their talents; and they 
were allowed to afpire at the fame dignities, 
An event fo much calculated to excite the emo- 
tions of a feeling heart, was fearce attended to, 
Pleafure, fortune, war, politics, engrofs every 
body’s attention, while a revolution, fo favour- 
able to humanity, almoft generally efcapes our 
notice ; and that even in the eighteenth century, 
in the midft of that enlightened and philofophical 
age, The happinefs of nations is much talked of, 
but is neither perceived nor felt. 

Aut the faulty operations of government are 
attacked wich feverity, and when they, by chance, 
happen to do any good aé, a general filence is 
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obferved. Is this the kind of acknowlegment ® 9? * 
which the people owe to thofe who attend to t-—pow 


their happinefs? Or is this fort of ingratitude 
calculated to attach them to their laborious 
offices ? Is it thus they can be induced to fill them 
with diftin@ion? If the people expect that their 
murmurs and their difcontents fhould be attended 
to when they are oppreffed, they fhould exprefs 
their joy in the moft lively manner, when they 
have obtained redrefs. Whenever the burthen 
of the taxes hath been alleviated, let the houfes 
be illuminated; Jet them affemble in multitudes, 
and fill the houfes and the ftreets, let them light 
up bonfires, and dance and fing round them ; let 
them pronounce wich tranfpore the name of their 
benefactor. Is there one among all the directors 
of the empire who would not be gratified with 
fuch homage? Is there one who could ever 
refolve to quit his place, or who could die with- 
out having received it? Is there aman who would 
not be defirous of increafing thefe triumphs? Is 
there one whofe grandchildren would noc feel a 
noble pride, in hearing it faid of him, his ancef- 
tor was the man who occafioned the lighting up 
of bonfires four or five times, during the courfe 
of his adminiftration? Is there one who would 
not be ambitious of bequeathing fuch a mark of 
diftintion to his defcendants? Is there a man 
who would dare to have engraved upon his 
tomb the poft he had filled in his life time, with- 
out mentioning the public feftivals that had been 
celebrated in his honour? Such a filence would 
transform the infcription into a fatire. The 
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® id x * people are equally abject in profperity as in ad- 
es verity 3 they know not how to complain, or how 
to rejoice, 

Some men, more attentive to the interefting 
feenes that are difplayed from tine to time on the 
furface of the globe, conccived a good opinion af 
the new fyftem. They Mattered themfelves, that 
the Indians would apply themfelves to cultiva~ 
tion, and multiply the productions 5 that their la- 
bours would enable them to procure for themfelves 
numberlefs conveniences which they had not yet 
enjoyed ; that the fight of their happinefs would 
difguft the favages of their forefts, and would de- 
termine them to a more quiet way of living ; that 
an entire confidence would gradually be efta- 
blifhed between the Americans and the Euro- 
peans; and that they would in time become 
one people. They fatuered themfelves that the 
court of Lifbon would have the prudence not ta 
difturb fo defireable a harmony by any particu- 
lar diftin@tions; that they would endeavour, by 
all poffible means, to obliterate the memory of 
thofe evils which they had brought upon the New 
Hemilphere, 

Bur how far are we from feeing thefe flatter- 
ing hopes fulfilled | In the provinces of Fernam- 
bucca, of Bahia, of Rio Janeiro, and of Minas- 
Geraes, the Brazilians continue to be mixed with 
the Portugneze, and with the Nepiues, bur with- 
out any change in their characters, because no 
pains have been taken to enlighten them; becaule 
no efforts have been made to overcome their na- 
tural lazinefs; becaufe no lands have been diftri- 
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buted to them, and becaufe nothing hath been ® 9,0 
given them in advance, by which their emulation \—y—wd 
might probably have been excited. 

At Para, at Maragnan, at Matto-Groffo, at 
Goyas, and at St, Paul, the Indians have been 
united in a hundred and feventeen villages, over 
each of which a white man prefides, It is his 
bufinefs to fettle the occupations, to direct the 
cultures, to buy and to fell for the community; 
to punifh and to reward, It is he who delivers to 
the agents of government the tenth of the territo~ 
rial produ@tions, ‘It is he who appoints thofe 
among them, who are obliged to fubmit to the 
labours of vaffalage with which they are op- 
preffed, Thefe fubaltern agents, difperfed in the 
feveral colonies, are fuperintended by a chief, 
who is vetted with great authority. 

Tur opinions of men have been divided re- 
fpeéting thefe regulations. A writer, who hath 
never been out of Europe, would be confidered as 
a very bold man, fhould he venture to decide be- 
tween two patties, which an experience of three 
centuries hath not been able to reconcile, But let 
me at lealt be permitted to obferve, that one of 
the moft enlightened men that ever lived at the 
Brazils, hath frequently told me, that the Indians, 
who ate fulfered to be their own mafters in the 
Portugueze colony, are very fuperior in under- 
flanding and induftry to thofe who are kept under 
perpetual tuition, 

THE government of Para is the moft northern Peretent 
of any of thefe colonics. It comprehends that oom 
portion of Guiana which belongs ta the Portu- paz 
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BA 0 « gueze} the borders of the Amazon, from the 
emnpees conflux of the Madeira and the Mamore; and to 


the eaft, all chat {ace which extends as far as the 
river of the Tocantines, This is the moft barren 
and the moft unwholefome country in thele re- 
gions. 

No produétions can be expeéted in Guiana, 
except on the Black River, the elevated banks of 
which would be very fit for all the productions 
that entich the beft colonies of America. But this 
country is only inhabited by Indians, who are 
almoft folely employed in the turtle fifhery, and 
whom it hath not yet been poffible to fix to any 
thing but the cutting of fome woods for cabinet- 
work. ‘This river receives that of Cayari, where, 
in 1749) a filver mine was difcovered, which un- 
doubtedly, for fome political reafons, hath ‘never 
been worked. 

Tue borders of the Amazon, on the north 
fide, are almoft under water. The fmall quan- 
tity of dry land that is found there, is perpetually 
infefted with all kinds of infeés, 

Trovuen the fouth part of the Amazon be 
marfhy in many places, yet it’s foil is commonly 
more firm, and lefs infefted with reptiles. The 
great and numerous rivers which empty them- 
felves into it, afford ftill greater refources for cul- 
tivation, and yet there is no fettlement formed 
upon therh. 

Tut Portugneze navigators did not enter the 
Amazon before the year 1535. Ayres d’Acunha 
and his followers were almoflt all Shipwrecked there. 
Ie was not till £614, that Francis Caldeira laid the 

foundations 
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foundations of a town, which was called Belem, 
on the banks of the rivers, In 1663, the terri- 
tory of Macapa was given by government to 
Bento Maciel Parente, and afterwards the ifland 
of Joanna to Macedo: but thefe two grants have 
been fince reunited to the crown, the firft by 
the extin@ion of the family that had obtained 
it, and the fecond by exchanges. 

Tue Portugueze contented themfelves, for a 
long time, with making excurfions of greater or 
lefs extent, to carry off fome Brazilians. They were 
a fet of turbulent and daring favages, who were en- 
deavouring to fubdue other favages lefs ftrong and 
lefs courageous than themfelves. Thefe deflructive 
fatigues, thefe unavailing cruelties, had lafted for 
the fpace of a century, when fome miffionaries 
undertook to civilize the wandering Indians, 
They have affembled no inconfiderable number of 
them in feventy-cight villages, but without being 
able entirely to fix them there, After having 
fpent four or five months in a fedentary and idle 
life, thefe men, attraGled by their ancient habits, 
forfook their habitations and families, in order to 
gather in the forefts the produétions of unculti« 
vated nature, which, with very little labour, they 
might have procured at home, or might have 
fubfticuted to them others of a fuperior quality, 
The wild cacao, the vanilla, the tortoife, and 
crab-fhells, the farfaparilla, the capivi balfam, 
and the vegetable wool, which are colleGed in 
thefe ruinous excurfions, that are renewed every 
year, are carried to Belem, the capital of the go- 
vernment. 
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Turs town, which is built at the diftance of twen- 
ty leagues from the fea, and upon a foil that rifes 
thirteen feet above the level of the ocean, was for 
a long time nothing more than a ftaple, to which 
the riches of the favages was conveyed from the 
inland country. Some negroes, ‘whom it hath at 
lat procured, have cultivated in it’s neighbour- 
hood a fmall quantity of cotton, which is after- 
wards manufactured in the country itfelf; and 
fome fugar-canes, the indifferent produce of 
which is aftewrards nfade into brandy. They have 
alfo cultivated coffee, rice, and cacao, for ex- 
portation, The fale of the flocks, which grazed 
in the ifland of Marajo, was for a confiderable 
time one of their refources, At prefent they have 
fearce oxen enough remaining for their own con- 
fumption, : 

Berore the year 1765, this eftablifhment re- 
ecived every year from the mother-country from 
thirteen to fourteen fhips. Since it hath been 
fubjected by a miftaken or corrupted miniitry 
to a monopoly, it receives no, more than five or 
fix. The value of it’s exports feldom exceeds 
600,009 livres*, This feeble produce is not 
rauch increafed by the wood for building, which 
the governinent buys up, and carries away upon 
it’s hips, 

Tne population of the colony confifts of four 
thovfand ohne hundred and twenty-eight white 
men, of nine thoufand nine hundred and nine» 
teen black Maves, or free Mulattoes, and of thirty- 
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four thoufand eight hundred and forty-four In- 
dians. : 

Tus country, which in 1778 hath been re- 
lieved from the oppreffion neceffarily attending 
an exclufive privilege, will undoubtedly avail 
itfelf of it’s liberty. ‘The port of Belem, which 
is called Para, a name which is likewife fome- 


times given to the city, doth not oppofe fo many 


obftacles to the fuccefs of any enterprize as is 
commonly imagined. It is, indeed, “difficult of 
aecefs, Currents which run in contrary direc 
tions, and which are accafioned by a multitude 
of finall iflands, render the navigation of fhips 
flow and uncertain. But when once they get into 
the harbour, they anchor in a muddy bottom, 
with four, five, or fix fathom of water. The ca~ 
nal which leads up to it grows, however, more 
fhallow every day; and in a fhort time it will not 
be practicable, if, as ic muft be fuppofed, the wa» 
ters continue to depot as much earth as they 
have dragged into it for this laft century. 

Tur Maragnan is feparated fron: Para on the 
North, by the river of the Tocantines; from 
Goyaz on the South, by that of the Cordeleras 
mountains, which is called Guacuragua; and on 
the Weft, from Fernambucea by the Ypiapaba 
mountains, 

Tux Portugueze arrived for the firt time in 
this province in 15355 and they were caf upon 
it by a ftorm; but they did not fettle there *till 
1599. The French feized upon it in 2612, and 
were driven from thence three years after. It re- 


mained under the yoke of the Dutch from 1641 
to 
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BOO to 1644.3 at which period the fir ufurpers again 
boone took poffeffion of it, and have kept it ever 


finee. 

Tre bufinefs of collecting the ambergreafe 
upon the coafts, which was the amufement of the 
favages, became the occupation of the firft Euro. 
peans. This trifling refource was foon exhautted, 
and no other was fubftituted to it, as there ought 
to have been. The fettlement continued for a 
long time®in a languifhing ftate; and it hath 
been but lately, perceived, that the cotton which 
grew upon this territory wag the beft in the New 
World, The culture of this plant increafes 
daily; and for fome years paft that of rice hath 
been joined to it, though it be of an ‘inferior 
quality to the rice of the Levant, and even to 
that of North America. Several attempts have 
been made to produce filk there; but the climate 
hath been found totally unfie for itn The pro- 
ject, however, of enriching the country by the 
culture of indigo, feems to promife much fuc- 
céfs. The finefl arnotto of the Brazils is already 
gathered there, 

Tux part of the colony firft peopled was the 
ifland of Saint Louis, which is feven leagues long 
and four broad, and which is feparated from the 
continent only by a very finall river. There is 
a town of the fame name in it, where all the crade 
is tranfacted, although it hath a bad harbour. 
Some cultivations are carried on there; but the 
mott confiderable are on the continent, upon the 
rivers’ of Ytapicorié, of Mony, of Iquara, of Pin- 
daré, and of Meary. 
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In the fame government, and towards the back 8 o K 
of the province, is the country of Pauchy,’ where Wey—) 
the inhabitants of St. Paul penetrated in is71. Tt 
was not conquered without much difficulty, ‘and 
is not yet entirely fubdued on the Eattern fide. 
Ic’s foil is uneven and fandy, though exceedingly 
elevated. Jt is inhabired by fhephads. Upon 
this foil, which is covered with falepetre, they 
rear a confiderable number of horf{es and horned 
cattle, which are fold to tolerable advantage in 
the neighbouring countries ; but the fheep dege~ 
nerate there, as well as in the refl of the Brazils, 
except in the Coritibe. Unfortunately the two 
frequent droughts, and the exceffive heats, very 
,often deftroy whole flocks, when fufficient at- 
tention is not paid to lead them in time to diftant 
paftures. 

Tue mines of fulphur, alum, copperas, ‘iron, 
lead, and antimony, are very common, and very 
fuperficial, in thefe mountains, and yet none df 
them have been opened, . Permiffion was indeed 
given, in 1672, to work the filver one which had 
been difcovered three or four years before : but 
very foon after the cows retraéted this permif- 
fion, for reafons thar are not know’n to us,: 

Tis government ¢onfifts of eight thoufand 
ning hundred and ninety-three white men, feven- 
teen thoufand eight hundred and forty-four Ne~ 
groes, or free Mulattoes, and flaves; and of 
thirty-eight thoufand nine hundred and thirty-fe~ 
ven Indians, either {cattered, or affembled in ten 
villages, The exportations have not as yet been 
equal to this degree of population. Their value 
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B 0.6 © K was little more than 6 or 700,000 livres *; but 
tas fince the monopoly hath been abolithed, it ‘mua 


State of 
the governe 
ment of 
Fernam- 
bucca, 


become more confiderable. 

Tue province which follows that of Maragnan, 
and which is called Fernambucca, was formed 
out of four private eflates, 

Farnampucea itfelf was given, in rg27, to 
Edward Coelho; and was reunited to the crown 
as a conquelt, after the Dutch had been driven 
from it in 1654. ‘ 

Tue hiftorian De Barros obtained the diftria& 
of Paraiba from John IIL, but he neglected the 
peopling of it, Some vagabonds went over in 
4560, and in rg91 were fubdued by the French, 
who were foon obliged to evacuate it. Philip ITI. 
caufed a city to be erected upon this royal do« 
main, which is at prefent know’n by the name of 
Notre Dame de Neves. 

Tux property of Rio-Grande, a diftri& which 
had ‘till then been entirely negleéled, was ceded 
to Emanuel Jordan in 1654. The thipwreck 
of this entetprizing man, at the entrance of the 
harbour, reftored to the hands of government, 
lands, which were foon after cultivated by fome 
individuals, 

Ir is not know’n at what time, nor to whom, 
Tamaraca had been granted; but it became a na- 
tional poffeflion again foon after the elevation of 
the houfe of Braganza to the throne of Portugal, 

Tus flourifhing government is at prefent fur- 
rounded by the river St. Francis, and by feveral 
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branches of the Cordeleras., The coalts afford 
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Ymall quahtity of cotton, In no country of thefe ——~—, 


jegions fugar is to be found in fuch great perfecs 
tion as upon thofe plains, which are well watered. 
The mouritaihs are covered with hotned cattle, 
which fupply a great quantity of leather. This 
difiét alone furnithes the Brazil wood. 

Tur tree which it /s taken from is not perfectly 
know’n by the botanifts. It is, however, be- 
Heved, that it is in fome refpedls analagous to the 
brefilfet of the Anrilles, ard to the tara, or poin- 
ciana fpinofa of Peru. Thofé who have defcribed 
it affirm, that ic fs tall, very branchy, and co= 
vered with a brown bark full of thorns. It’s 
leaves ate compofed of a common cofla, which 
fuppoits from four to fix other cofté, furnifhed 
with two tows of finail green leaves, fhining, and. 
tefembling the leaves of box. The flowers, dit 
poled in clufters towards the extremity of the 
branches, are finall, and mere odouiftious than 
thofe of the lilly‘ they have a calix with five di- 
vifions; ten ftamina; and five petals, four of 

‘which are yelldw, and the fifth is of a beautiful 
ted colovt. Theit piQil becomes af oblong flat~ 
tened pods fluck full of points, and filled with 
fome red feeds, 

Tux bark of this trée is fo thick, that the wood 
is reduced almoft to nothing when {tripped of it. 
This wood is very fic foi works of tuinery, and 
takes a yood polifh: butit’s principal ufe js in the 
ted dye, where it fupphes the place of double the 
quantity of logwodd. The moft arid foils, and 
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BOOK the moft craggy rocks, aie the places which it 
tenon chiefly delights in. 


Tue trade of this wood is monopeliged, and’ 
it belongs to the Queen’s houfehold, The firfl 
dealers in: this article agteed to receive annually 
in the magazines of government, where it is de- 
pofited, thirty thoufand quintals of it, at 30 
livres * che quintal.. It was difcovered, after fe- 
veral experiments, that this quantity was not con- 
funed in Europe, and they were obliged to take 
no more than twenty thoufand quintals, but ic 
was raifed to 40 livres } the quintal, Such is the 
prefent contract, which is:in the hands of two- 
Englifhmen fettled in Portugal They give 
800,000 livres }¢ for the wood with which they 
are furnifhed, and fell ic at Lifbon itfelf for 
1{c00,000 livres §, Fhe expences they are At 
arnount to 128,000 livres|}; and therefore the 
profits are 72,000 livres q, 

Tre population of Fernambucca coufifls of 
nineteen thoufand fix hundred and fixty-five white 
men, thirty-nine thoufand one hundred thirty 
two Negroes,, or Mulattoes, and thirty-three 
thoufand feven hundred and twenty-eight Indians., 
There are four harbours fit to receive final] vef- 
fels. That where the fhoal is, which is the port 
of Olinda, can admit larger thips; but they are 
neither conveniently fituated nor in Safety. 
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Yue ifland of Fernando de Norortha is at fixty 
leagues diftance from thefé coafts of Fernam- 
bucca; but ic is undet it’s dependence. ‘The 
Portugueze, who had at firft fettled there, foor 
forfook it; bur in 1738, the court of Lifbon; 
Tufpecting that the French Eaft India Company 
meant to take poffeffion of it, built feven forts 
there, conftructed with great fill, They are pro- 
vided with artillery, and defended with a garrifori 
of regular troops, which is relieved every fix 
months, There ate no other inhabitants but a few 
exiles, a-fmall number of very indigent Meftees, 
and the Indians who are employed in the public 
labours. Though this foil be deep and good; 
no kind of cultivation hath ever fucceeded there, 
becaufe the rains do not fall for three or four 
years together, From the month of December 
till the month of April, turtles are the only foad; 
after thac time they difappears and the inhabic- 
ants have no refource but in the provifions fent 
from the continent, There are two harbours for 
foreign veffels in the ifland, where hips of all 
rates are in fafety; when North and Weft winds 
do not prevail. 

Tne government of Bahia is inclofed by the ri« 
ver St. Francis on the North, by the river Doce 
on the South, and by the river Preto, one of 
the arms of’the Green River, on the Eat. Ir 
confifts of the captainthip of Xegerippe, the re- 
volutions of which are not knaw’r to us; of the 
captainthip of Itheas, of which George de Tia 
gueiedo was deprived, after it's deftru€ion by the 
Aimorés Indians ; of the captainfhip of Porto Se« 
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B SS K puro, which returned to the crown after the ¢x~ 
bumper tinction of the family of the Tourinhos; and of 


the country of Bahia, which was never a private 
property. 

San Sarvapor, the capital of this fettlement, 
was for along time that of all the Brazils, The 
way to it is by the bay of All Saints, which is two 
leagues and a half broad at the entrance. On 
each fide ftands a fortrefs, intended rather to pre~ 
vent Janding, than to hinder ships from paffing 
by. ft is thirteen or fourteen leagues in length, 
and interfperfed with letle iflands, which are full 
of cotton trees, and form an agreeable profpect. 
Tt grows narrow towards the bottom, which ig 
fheltered from every attack, and makes an excel- 
tent harbour for the moft numetous fleets. The 
town commands this harbour, being built on the 
Nope of a fteep hill. 

Tis city contains two thoufand houfes, 
which are moft of them built with great magni- 
ficence, The furniture here is the more rich and 
elegant, as extravagance in drefS is frilly prohi« 
bited. By a very old Jaw, which hath often been 
broken, and which extends to the New World 
fince the year 1749, the Portugueze are forbid- 
den to wear any gold or filver fluffs, or any laced 
cloches; but their pafion for thew, which no 
Jaws can eredicatey hath induced them to con- 
trive fome fubftiruce, and to wear diamond 
croffes, medals, and chaplets, or beads, the riclt 
enfigns of a poor religion, The gold they cannot 
wear themfelves, they lavifh to adorn their da+ 
meftic flaves, 
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As the fituation of the town will not admit of ® 0,0 * 
coaches, the rich, who will always be diflinguifhed “ys 


from the vulgar, have contrived to be carried in 
cottton hammocks. Supinely ftretched upon vel- 
vet cufhions, and furrounded with filken curtains, 
which they open and fliut at plealure, thofe proud 
and lazy mortals move about more voluptuoully, 
though with lefs expedition, than in the moft 
eafy and elegant carriages. 

Tur women feldom enjoy this luxury. Thefe 
people, who are fuperftitious to a degree of fana- 
ticifin, will hardly allow them tg go to church, co- 
vered with their cloaks, on high feflivals; and no 
one is fuffered to fee them in their own houfes. This 
reftraint, which is the effect of an ungovernable 
jealouly, doth not prevent them from carrying on 
intrigues, though they are fure of being ftabbed 
to death upon the flighteft fufpicion. By a lenity 
more judicious than our’s, a girl who, withouc 
her mother’s confent, or even under her protec- 
tion, yields to the importunicies of a' lover, is 
treated with lefs feverity. But if the father can~ 
not conceal her infamy by difpofing of her in 
marriage, he abandons her to the feandalous trade 
of acourtezan. Thus it is that riches bring on a 
train of vices and corruption, efpecially when they 
are acquired ‘by bloodthed and murder, and are 


not preferved by labour. 

Tue want of fociety, confequent upon the fe- 
paration of the fexes, is not the anly impediment 
to the pleafures and enjoyments of life at Bahia. 
The hypoerify of fome, the fuperftition of others ; 
avarice within, and pompous parade without; ex- 

Ge3 treme 


454 


HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


BOOK treme effeminacy, bordering upon extreme cruel~ 
ten ty, in a climate where all the fenfations are quick 


and impetuous ; the diftruft that attends weak- 
nefs; the indolence that trufls every thing to 
flaves, whether it relate to pleafure or bulinefs: 
all the vices that are to be found, cither feparately 
or collectively, jn the maft corrupt fouthern coun- 
tries, conflitute the character of the Portugueze at 
Bahia. However, the depravity of their manners 
feems ta decreafe, fince they are become rather 
more enlightened, The acquifition of |know- 
lege, the abufe of which will fometimes corrupt 
yirtuaus nations,’ may refine, if not reform, a de~ 
generate nation ; it will at leaft make crimes lefs 
frequent, will caft a varnith of elegance over cor- 
ruption, and will introduce an hypocritical kind of 
urbanity, and a contempt for the groffer vices, 
Tuovcu San Salvador be no longer the capital 
of the Brazils, yet the province is {till the mott 
populous of the colony. Jt confifts of thirty- 
pine thoufand feven hundred and cighty-four 
white men, and fixty-eight thoufand and twenty- 
four Negroes. It fhares with the other colonics 
the culture of fugar, cotton, and of fome other 
produétions; and hath the advantage over chem 
pf the fithery, and of tobacca, 
‘Te whale-fifhery hath been very anciently 
eftablithed in the Brazils, All the Portugueze of 
the Old and of the New World had enjoyed, 
from it's firft rife, the natural rights of this 
fihery ; but it hath been, for a long time paft, 
fubjeéted to an exclufive privilege, purchafed by 
a company formed at Lifbon, whofe thips arg 
"  freighted 
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Freighted at Bahia. It’s annual produce confifts, 
at prefent, of three thoufand five hundred and 
thirty pipes of oil, which, at the rate of 174 
livres * the pipe, amounts to 617,750 livres ts 
and of two thoufand and ninety quintals of whale~ 
bone, which, at the rate of 1g0 livres ¢ the quin~ 
tal, amount to 313,500 livres]. Thefe two 
ums added together, amount to 931,250 livres §. 
The monopoligers give to government 300,000 
livres **.* Their expences do not exceed 268,750 
livres tt and «heir profits amount to 362,500° 
livres tf. 

Tuts branch of induftry muft be entirely given 
‘up, unlefs it be immediately put upon a different 
footing. Nothing but an unlimiced freedom of 
wrade can pofiibly fuftain the competition of the 
American traders, whofe activity hath already ex- 
tended itfelf as far as thofe diftant feas, and flill 
‘beyond them. The court of Lifbon ought even 
to encourage, by all poffible means, the whale~ 
fifhery in the Cape de Verd Iflands, and in the 
sother iflands near the burning fhores of Africa, 
which are at prefent fo ufelefs to them. 

Tuouga mot of the countries of Brazil fur- 
nih a fmall quantity of ~tobacco, it may be, 
faid, that this article hath not become an objec: 
of confequence any where, except at Bahia. Ir 
thrives in a fpace of ninety leagues, and in the 
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BOO diftri& of Cachoeira (till better than in any othes 

Gaye place. This production had for a Jong time been 
enriching the province, when the taxes with 
which it was loaded, on it’s exportation from 
Porrugal, raifed it’s price fo high as to prevent 
the confumption of it. There was fo Hitle de- 
mand for it in foreign markets, that in 1773, 
the cargoes of it did not exceed eight-and-twenty 
thoufand quintals. The year following, the 
duties, which amounted to 27 livres 12 fols* 
per hundred weight, were fuppreffed, and this 
cultivation immediately recovered it’s former 
profperity. ‘The colonitt then received for this 
commodity 22 livres 16 fols} per quintal, in- 
ftead of 12 livres 10 fols }, which he received 
before. 

Ten thovfand quintals of inferior tobacco are 
fent annually from the Brazils to the coafls of 
Africa, which being purchafed in the colony 
itfelf, eyen at the rate of 18 livres § per hundred 
weight, bring in 180,000 livres |], Fifty-eight 
thoufand five ‘fnadred quintals are fent into Por« 
tugal, which, at their firft entrance into the 
country, are fold for 40 livres @ the hundred 
weight; the total value of which is 2,340,000 
‘livres **, and che two fums put together, amount 
$0 2,520,000 livres f+’. 

Every fpeculator is allowed to purchafe the 
tobacco that is conveyed to the mother-country ; 
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but it muft be depofited in a public warehoufe, 
where it pays two fols fix deniers * per quintal to 
the government for ftore-room. From this ware- 
houfe is taken that quantity of tobacco which the 
kingdom is not in want of, and which is to be 
difpofed of to foreign nations. Genoa purchafes 
that of the beft quality. Spain, as well as Por- 
tugal, confumes only the fecond fort, and Ham- 
burgh is fatisfied with the moft inferior kind of 
tobacco, It is this which is alfo purchafed by 
the French, and other navigators, who are in 
want of it for their Negro trade.” 

Tue purchafer'sfreely applies to the merchants 
in whom he confides ; but the court of Madrid, 
who never have any tobacco bought but for 
fmoaking, ufually employ only one agent, to 
whom they pay for jt at the rate of nine fols ¢ the 

ound, 

Portucar, Madeira, and the Azores, “where 
the tobacco is equally monopolized by the crown, 
do not confume annually, for ‘finoaking, more 
than feven hundred thoufand weight of it, which, 
at the rate of five livres { the pound, muft 
amount to 3,520,000 livres-§; and in fnuff, only 
five hundred and twenty-eight thoufand pounds, 
which, at the rate of feven livres ten fols | 
per pound, mult produce 3,960,000 livres {5 fo 
that the whole amount of this article is 7,480,000 


* Abont five farthings, } 4d. 
t4s ad. § 146,6661. 138. 4d. 
I] Ss 3d. G 165,000] 
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BOOK livres*, The government, however, does not 
Snnmerend CQCeive moye than 5,484,250 livrest, The 


Grate af the 
povernnyent 
of Rio Jax 
$0110, 


remainder of the fum is expended in the purchafe 
of materials, the expences of preparing the to- 
bacco, and the profits of the people who faim 
it. 

Tue fnulf which ig confumed in Africa, and 
in the Fatt Indics, is likewife under the yoke of 
monopoly; ,but it is the queen’s revenue, She 
ieccives 450,000 livres -f for one hundred and 
fifty quintals, which are annually fent to thofe 
diftant regions; exclufive of the profits whicla 
mutt arife from the fale of the pepper that is 
fent from Goa in exchange. 

Tue government of Rio Janeiro almott totally 
occupies the long coafl, which commences at the 
river Doce, and ends at that of Rio Grande of 
St. Peter; and in the inland countries, it 1s 
bounded only by the enormous chain of moun- 
tains which extends from Una to Minas-Geiaes, 
It has abfoibed the captainfhips of St. Efpiit, of 
Cabofrio, and of the South Paraiba, granted by 
government at different periods, and which have 
fallen in again in feveral ways to the domains 
of the crown. 

Tse cultures remained for a long time ina 
languid ftate, in this {pacious and beautiful pro- 
vince: but they daily acquire forme importance, 
Tobacco, indecd, is neither better, nor in greater 


* 311,4661. 138) 4d. + 228,3851, 89. 4d. 
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plenty, than it was formerly; but for thefe three ® 90 © 
years paft the fugar-canes have multiplied there, sym 


and more efpecially in the plains of Guatacazés. 
Twelve modern plantations of excellent Indigo, 
announce a more confiderable number, and a 
tolerable quantity of coffee hath been brought 
from thence by the laf fhips. The fouthern di- 
ftrids of the colony, as far as Rio Grande, fur~ 
nifh a gteat many hides, fome flour, and very 
good falt provifions, There are fourteen or 
fifteen different kinds of wood for dying, which 
will foon be cut down; and feven or eight forts 
of gums, which will at laft be gathered. Two 
plants were difcovered at Bahia, about twent 
years ago, which ate know’n by the names of 
Curuata, and Tocum, and which might be em- 
loyed for fails and cordage. A final] thrub, 
infinitely more fic for thefe purpofes, hath been 
Jately difcovered on the terrifory of Rio Janeiro, 
and, is very common, It is fometimes white, 
fometimes, yellow, and fometimes purple; but 
the firft of thefe colours is the beft. 

Ture ig no deficiency of hands for the carry- 
ing on the labours. The province reckons 
forty-fix thoufand two hundred and feventy-one 
white men ; thirty-two thoufand one hundred and 
twenty-fix Indians, and fifty-four thoufand and 
ninety-one Negroes. 

Tur riches that are produced by the labours 
of thefe men, either free or flaves, are carried to 
Rio Janeiro, formerly the capital of all the Bra- 
gils, and the place of the Viceroy’s refidence, 

* Ir 
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Ir is one of the fineft harbours that is know'n 5 
though narrow at it’s beginning, it widens gra- 
dually. Ships of all denominations enter it with 
eafe, from ten, or twelve o’clock in the morning, 
“ull the evening, and are carried in by a iegular 
and moderate fea breeze. It is fpacious, fafe, 
and convenient. It hath an excellent bottom of 
mud, and five or fix fathom of water in every 
part. 

Iv was firll difcovered in 1525 by Dias de Solis, 
Some French Proteflants, who were perfecuted 
in their own country, made a fmall fettlement 
thete under the guidance of Villegagnon. This 
ygettleriient confitted only of fifteen or twenty huts, 
made of boughs and covered over with grafs, 
after the manner of the favages in thofe parts, 
Some finall bulwarks that were erected for plant- 
ing of cannon, occafioned the name of Fort 
Coligni to be given to ic. Ie was deftroyed three 
years after by Limanuel de Sa, who, in a fertile 
foil, under a beautiful fky, and at the foot of 
feveral mountains, which are difpofed in form of 
an amphitheatre, laid the foundation of a city, 
which is become famous, fince feme confiderable 
mines have been difcovered in it's neighbourhood, 

Tus city is the grand ftaple of the riches 
which flow from the Brazils to Portugal, and the 
harbour where the fineft fleets deftined for the 
fupply of that part of the New World put in, 
Belide the tteafures that this continual circulation 
ynuft produce, 3,c00,000 livies ® remain there 
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every year for the expences bf government, and ® 0,9 


a much larger fumy: when the minillry of Lifbon wpm 
think it fuitable to their fyftem of politics to have 
men of war built there. , ‘ 

A -rowy, where bufinefs is fo confiderable and 
fo conftant, mutt have been fucceffively enlarged 
and peopled. Mott of the citizens live in houfes 
two ftories high, built with freeftone, or bricksy 
covered with tolerably fine flate, and ornamented. 
with a balcony, furrounded with lattices. It is 
at thefe balconies chac the women, either by 
themfelves, oy attended by their flaves, make 
their appearance; it is from thence, that they 
caft flowers on the men whom they choofe to 
diftinguifh, and upon thofe whom they with co 
invite to the moft intimate connection between 
the two fexes. The ftreets are large, and even, 
terminated by a chapel, where the people fing 
hymns every evening before a faint, magnifi- 
cently babited, and fixed up in a gilded nitch, 
well illuminated, and covered with the clearelt 
mirror, There is no public edifice woithy of 
attention, except a large aquedué, which con+ 
veys the water from che: neighbouring heights, 
and the mint, The churches are/all gloomy, 
low, and overcharged with ornaments, executed 
without cafte. ' ‘ \ 

Tue morals are the fame at Rio Janeiro as at 
Bahia, and in all the mine counties. Similar 
thefts, fimilar treafons, fimilar revenges, and 
fimilar excefles of all kinds ptevail, and with 
equal impunity, 

Ir 
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Iv hath properly been faid, that gold was the 
feprefentative of all kinds of riches; but it might 
have been added, that it was Jikewife the repre- 
fentative of happinefs and misfortune, of almoft 
all the vices, and of almoft all the virtues: for 
what good or bad action cannot be done by 
means of gold? It cannot therefore be firprizing 
that nothing fhould be a check upon us, in our 
attempts to obtain fo imporcant an object! It 
cannot be furprifing, that when obtained, it 
fhould become the fource of the moft fatal 
abofes, and that thefe abules fhould be multiplied 
jn proportion to the vicinity, and to the abund- 
ance of this precious and pernicious metal, 

Tur ficuation of the city, in twenty-two dea 
grees, twenty minutes of fouthern laticude, placed 
it at fuch a diftance from the Old World, that it 
might have been prefumed moderate fortifica- 
tions only would be required for it’s defence 4 
but as the temptation for attacking it might 
become greater, in proportion to the incteafe of 
it’s riches, it was thought proper to add to the 
works, Thefe were already very confiderable, 
when Du Guay Trouin took it in t711, with 
fuch intrepidity and fkill, as redounded much to 
his honour, and was a great addition to the fame 
he had already acquired. The new fortifications 
that have fince been added to thofe the French 
had maftered, have not made the town more im- 
pregnable, as ic may be attacked on other fides, 
where the landing is very practicable. If gold 
can make it’s way into brazen towers through 
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iron gates, much more will iron break down the 8 o8 kK 
gates that defend gold and diamonds. Arnd, in= ensuont 


deed, the court of Lifbon has not thought ic 
fufficient to fortify Rio Janeiro. 

In the government of Rio Janeiro, we meet 
with the ifland of St, Catherine; nine leagues in 
length, and two in breadth, and feparated frony 
the continent by a harrow channel, Though the 
land be not low, it is not feen at a diftance, be~ 
caufe it is fhaded by the neighbouring mountains 
on the continent. Navigatois find there a per~ 
petual fpring, excellent water, great plenty of 
wood, a variety of delicious ftuits, vegetables 
which are fo welcome to failots, and a pure 
air, except in the harbour, where the hills inter 
gept the circulation of air, and make it conftantly 
damp and unwholefoine. 

Towarps the year 1654, the court of Lifbon 
gave Saint Catherine to Francs Dias-Velho, in 
the fame manner as the other countries in Hiazil 


had been ceded, This caprain was killed by an- 


Englith pirate; and his ifand became the refuge 
of vagabonds, Thefe adventurers acknowleged, 
in a vague manner, the authority of Portugal, 
but did not adopt the exclufive fyflem of that 
flate. They admitted indifcriminately the hips 
of all nations that were failing to the South Seas, 
or to India, and gave them their oxen, their 
fruits, their pulfe, and all their productions, im 
exchange for arms, brandy, linen, and weating 
apparel, Befide their contempt for gold, they 
fhewed an indifference for all the conveniences. 

that 
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Bey OK that nature did not fupply them, with, whick 
teeny would have done honour to a virtuous people, 
Tus fcum and refufe pf civilized bodies may 
fometimes form a well regulated. fociety, The 
iniquity of our laws, the unjuft diflribution of 
property, the miferies of want, the infolence and 
impunity ‘of wealth, and the abufe of power; 
often make rebels and criminals, If we collect 
together all thofe unfortynate men, who are ba- 
nifhed from fociety by the too great rigours and 
often, the injuftice of the laws; and give them 
an intrepid, generous, funhane, and enlightened 
chief; we fhall make tliefe profligate men be- 
come honeft, traétable, and rational, , If their 
neceffities urge them to war, they will become 
conquerors; and to aggrandize themfelves the 
will violate the rights of nations, though {trict ob- 
fervers of their own recipiocal duties: fuch were 
the Romans. If, for want of an able leader, they 
be left to chance and natural evencs, they will be 
mifchievous, reftlef, tapacious, unfertled, for 
ever at war, either arnong themfelves or with 
theit neighbours: fuch were the Paulifts, Laftly; 
if they can more eafily liye upon the natural fruits 
of the earth, of by agriculture and trade, than 
by plunder; they will contra& the virtues proper 
to their fituationy and the mild imclinations that 
arife from a. rational love of cafe. Civilized by 
the happinefs and fecurity of an haneft and peace- 
able life, they will refpect in (qthers thofe rights 
which they. themfelves enjoy, and will barter the 
fuperfluities of their produce, for the conveniences 
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bf other nations: fiich were the people who had ae r 
taken refuge at St. Cathetine’s! 


Tusy lived with freeddm and trahquillity, 
when, towards the year 1738, it was thought 
proper to give then) an adminiftration, to fend 
them troops, and to furround their harbour, which 
was one of the belt in America, with fortifica- 
tions. Thefe means of defence have draw’n 
upon them; in 1778; the atmé of Spain, and 
have riot preferved them from an invafion. Sincd 
they are returned under the dominion of cheit 
fotmer mafter; in confequence of the retoncilia- 
tion between the two crowns, they have acquired 
the cochineal, from which they expect great ad- 
vantages in future, 

Tue town of St. Paul is thirteeh leagues di- 
ftant frdm the ocean, ina delightful climate, and 
in the midft of a country equally favourable fot 
‘the productions of the two hemifpheres, It wad 
buile about the year 1570, by the malefadlors 
with which Portugal had infefted the coalts of 
the New World. No fooner did thefe villains 
perceivé that it was intended to fubjeé them, to 
fome fyftem of policcz tian they abandoned the 
fhores upon which they had been catt by chance; 
and took refuge on fome diftant fpot, where the 
power of the laws could not reach them. A fitus 
ation which a finall number of men could defend 
againit a greater number of trodps than could be 
fent againgt them, infpired them with thé the Lold- 
nefs of determining to be their owh maflers; and 
their ambition was crowned with fuccefs. ‘They 
Were recruited and multiplied by other bandicti; 
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B oe *® and by the defcendents proceeding from their 
tanya connections with the women of the country. Ic 


is faid that dll travellers were flridtly forbidden to 
enter this new republic. To obtain an admit- 
tance, it was previoufly neceflary to promife to 
fettle there; and candidates were to undergo a 
fevere trial, Thofe who could not go through 
that kind of naviciate, or who were fufpected of 
perfidy, were barbaroully murdered; as were 
likewife all who fhewed any inclination to quit 
the fertlement, 

A pure air, a ferene fky, a very temperate 
climate, though in the 24th degree of South 
Jaticude, and a land abounding with corn, fugar, 
and excellent pafture; all thefe citcumftances 
confpired to induce the Paulifts to lead a life of 
indolence, cafe, and effeminacy; but that refl- 
leffhe(s (6 natural to refolute banditti; that defire 
of dominion, which is nearly connedled with a 
love of independence ; the advances of liberty, 
which lead men to wifh for glory of fome kind 
or other, and co diftinguith themfelves; perhaps, 
all thefe motives combined, prompted them to 
forego an eafy life, and to engage in hazardous 
and troublefome excurfions, 

Tuey over-ran all the inland parts of the Bra- 
zils, from one extremity to the other. All the 
Indians who refifted them were put to deaths 
fetters were the portion of cowards; and feveral 
of the inhabitants hid themfelves in the moun~ 
tains to avoid flavery, or death. It would be 
impoffible to enumerate the devaftations, cruel- 
ties, and enormities, of which thefe atrocious 
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mien were guilty, In the midft of thefe horrors; 3 9,0 * 
however, fome colonies were forming under a +d 


municipal government, which may be confidered 
as the origin of all the fectlements Portugal is at 
prefent in poffeffion of in thofe territories, Thefe 
fmall republics, detached, in fome meafure, from 
the great one, gradually yielded to the intrea- 
ties that were made ufe of, in order that they 
fhould be fubjeéted to an authority which they 
had never entirely difnvowed; and, in procefs 
of time, the Paulifts fubmicted to the crown in 
the fame manner as the other fubjeéts. 

Tuar diftri& then became a govertiment ; to 
which were added, the captainfhips of St. Vin- 
cent, and of St. Amaro, which had been given 
to the two brothers, Alphonfo and Peter Lopés 
de Soufay their two towns having been deftroyed 
by pirates. This arrangement, for which it is 
diffcule to aflign a caufe, divides the province 
of Rio Janeiro in two parts. 

Tue country of St, Paul does tot at ptefent 
confifl of more than eleven thoufand and ninety~ 
three white men, thirty-two thoufand one hundred 
and twenty-fix Indians, and cighty-feven Nes 
groes, or Mulattoes. It fends nothing to Eu- 
rope except a fmall quantity of cotton, and it’s 
inland trade is confined to the furnifhing of Rio 
Janeiro with flour and falt provifions. It hath 
been found by fome, that flak and hemp would 
fucceed very well there; and there is no doubt 
of it’s being as eafy and important to grow filk 
in the country, The plentiful mines of iron and 
tin, which are found between the rivers Theété 
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and Mogyaffu, in the Cordeleras of Paranan+ 
Piacaba, at the diflance of four leagues from 
Sorocoba, might alfo be worked to great advan~ 
tage. 

Tue fix provinces we have jufl been fpeak- 
ing of, are fituated along the coafls; there are 
three others, extending from the Welt to the 
Eaft, which occupy, in the center of the Bra- 
ails, the large plain from which all the rivers 
{pring, that empty themfelves into the Paraguai, 
into the Amazon, and into the Ocean. It is the 
moft elevated fpot of Portugueze America, and 
is filled with mountains, running in various di- 
rections. Gold is found almott throughout the 
whole of it, for which reafon it is called the mine 
country. 

Tue moft important of thefe rich governments 
is know’n by the name of Minas Gefaes. It reckons 
thirty-five thoufand one hundred and twenty 
eight white men, twenty-fix thoufand and fe« 
venty-five Indians, and one hundred and eight 
thoufand four hundred and fix Maves. It’s capiw 
tal is Villa Rica. 

Jovas, the capital of which is Villa Boa, con~ 
tains eight thoufand nine hundred and thirty-ono 
white men; twenty-nine thoufand fix hundred 
and twenty-two Indians, and thirty-four thou- 
fand one hundred and four Negroes. , 

Marvo Grosso, the only village of whieh is 
Villa Bella, hath not yet increafed it’s population 
beyond two thoufand and thirty-five white men, 
four thoufand three hundred: and thirty-five 
Indians, and feven thoufand three hundred and 
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fifty-one faves. It is the moft weftern part of 
the Portugueze dominions. Jt is bounded by 
the Chiquitos, and by the Maxos, who were 
fubjected to Spain by the labours of the Je- 
fuits. 

Taz knowlege of the gold mines, in this part 
of the New World, is traced to much more dift- 
ant periods than is generally thought. As far back 
as the year 15'77, the Paulifts difcovered fome near 
the mountains of Jaguara; but the unfortunate 
death of king Sebaftian foon occafioned this 
fource of wealth, which at that time had not 
been of any great advantage either to the (tate ar 
to individuals, to be forgotten. 

In the heights of Jacobino, in the diftrict of 
Rio das Velhas, new mines were again difco- 
vered in 1988, and to as little effeét. Philip II. 
being determined to contain by mifery, people 
who bore the Spanifh yoke with too much im- 
patience, would not permit them to be worked, 
If he apparently confented to this, ia 1603, it 
was with a refolution to prevent it, and his bafe 
Succeffors adopted his tyrannical policy. 

‘Tue fortunate evolution which, in 1640, 
freed the Portugueze of their fetters, was fol- 
lowed by long, and obftinate wars. During the 
courfe of this violent crifis, the attention of the 
nation was wholly taken up in the defence of it’s 
liberty, and the miniftry were always engaged 
in looking out for the 1efources of which they 
were, continually in want. 

‘Tur ftate of the monarchy began to be fearched 
into, and it’s improvement tobe thought of; 
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20.0 when, in 1699, chance offered ta forme enter- 

L--~ prifing men great treafures in the province of 
Minas Geraes. The gifts of bountcous nature 
were no more difregarded; and, three years 
after, the court of Lifbon formed the fettlements 
that were neceflary to fecure the benefit of them. 
Sabara, Rio das Mortes, Cachoeira, Paracatu, 
Do Carmo, Rio das Velhas, Rig Doce, and 
Auro Preto, are the places in that government 
where gold hath been fucceffively found, and 
where it is {till difcovered at this day. 

‘Tue mines of Goyas were not difcovered ’till 
y7263 they are fituated in the diftriéts of San 
Felix, Meia Ponta, O Fanado, Mocambo, and 
Natividade, : 

Iw the year 1733, new ones were found in the 
province of Matto Groffo, at St. Vincent, at 
Chapada, qt St. Anne, at Cuiaba, and at 
Avaés. 

Brstpc thefe countries, which are called by 

reference the Mine Regions, the mines of Jaca- 
bine, and of Rio das Contas, are worked in the 
government of Bahia, ag are alfo thofe of Par- 
nagua and Tibagy, jn the government of St, 
Paul; but neither of them are very abundant. 

Tue extradlion of gold is neither very labo- 
rious, nor dangerous, in thofe parts af the New 
"World. Jt is fometimes on the furface of the 
foil, and this is the pureft kind: and, at other 
times, itis neceffury to dig for it to the depth 
of three or four fathoms, but feldom lower, A 
Jayer of fandy earth, know’n in the country 
by the name of Saidro, then ufually informs 
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the miners that it would be ufelefs to fearch ® 0.0 ¥ 
any further, Although, in general, the veins Wm— 


that are regular, and in the fame direction, 
be the richeft, ic hath been obferved, that 
thofe fpaces, the furface of which was moft 
fpangled with cryftals, were thofe which fur- 
nifhed the greateft plenty of gold. It is 
found in larger pieces upon the mountains, and 
barren or ftony rocks, than in the vallies, or on 
the borders of rivers. But whatever place it 
may have been gathered in, it is of three-and- 
twenty carats and a half on coming out of the 
mine, unlefs it be mixed with fulphur, filver, 
jron, or mercury, a circumftance that is com- 
mon only at Goyas and Araés, 

Every man who difcovers a mine, mutt give 
notice of it to government. If the vein be 
thought of little confequence, by perfons of the 
art appointed to examine it, it is always given 
up to the public, If it be declared to be a rich 
vein, the government referve a portion of it,to 
themfelves, Another fhare is given to the com- 
mandant ; a third to the intendant, and twa fhares 
are fecured to the difcoverer; the refl is divided 
amongft all the miners of the diftriét, in pro» 
portion to their circumftances, which are deter- 
mined by the number of their flaves, ‘I'he dif+ 
putes which this fpecies of property may give rife 
to, are under the cognizance of the intendants 
but an appeal lies from his decrees to the fupreme 
court eftablifhed at Lifbon, under the title of 
Council @OQusremer. 

Hh 4 THE 


47% 
ROOK 
1 


ba 


HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


Tus miners are obliged to deliver to the king 
the fifth part of the gold, which they extraé& by 
operations more or lefs fugcefsful. This fifth was 
formerly confiderable, as it exceeded 9,000,000 
of livres * annually, from the year 1728 to 173435 
but it hath fince gradually decreafed. At prefent 
the annual produce of Minas-Geraes amounis 
only to 18,750,009 livres; that af Goyas to 
4,687,500 livrest; that of Matta Groffo to 
34,312,500 livres}; and that of Bahia and St. 
Paul together, only to 1,562,500 livres §. This 
makes, upon the whole, 25,312,500 livres , 
of which the government recgives 5,062,500 
livtes**, The duties for the working of the gold 
into fpecie yield 1,647,500 livres t+; and, at the 
rate of 2 per Cent, they get 393,000 livres t+ for 
the conveyance, which is executed by their fhips, 
of all, the gold that belongs to trade; fo that 
ypon the 25,312,500 ||| which the mines pio~ 
duce, the miniftry take 7,103,000 hivres §§, They 
would even receive fomething more, if to the 
amount Of about 600,000 livres J, were nor 
annually fmuggled without paying the two latt 
mentioned taxes, ‘ 


* 475,000], : t 7812501 

t 195.3121 108. | 54,6871. ros, 

§ 65,1041, gs, qd. @ 1,054,687). 108, 
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T'ng amount of all the metals conftantly cir- 3 0,0 K 
gulating in the Brazils is not computed at Mose Coyne 


than 20,000,000 livres *, 
Tur firft political writers who turned theip 
thoughts towards the difcoveries made in this re~ 


gion of the New World, did not hefitate to fore-- 


tel, that the difference of value between gold and 
filver would be diminithed, The experience of 
all countiies and of all ages had taught her, that 
though many ounces of filver had always been 
given for an ounce of gold, becaufe mines of the 
former had always been more common than af the 
jatter, yet the value of both metals had varied in 
every country, in propoition to the abundance of 
either. 


In Japan, the proportion of gold to filyer is as 
one to eight; in China, as one to ten; in other 
pares of India, as one to eleven, twelve, thirteen 
or fourteen, as we advance further Weft, 


Tux like variations are to be met with in Eu- 
rope. In ancient Greece, gold was to filver as 


one to thirteen, When the pioduce of all the 
mines in the univerfe was brought to Rome, the 


miftrefs of the world, the molt fettled proportion 
was one tq ten, Jt rofe as far as one to thirteen 
under Tiberius. Numberlefs and infinite varia~ 
tions are to be met with in the barbarous ages. In 
a word, when Columbus penetrated into America, 
the proportion was Jefs than one to twelve. 

Tue quantity of thefé metals, which was then 
brought fiom Mexico and Peru, not only made 
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them more common, but flill increafed the value 
of gold above filver, ag there was greater plenty 
of the latter in chofe parts. Spain, that was of 
courfe the bei judge of the proportion, fettled it 
ag one to fixteen in the coin of the kingdom; 
and this fyftem, with fome flight variations, was 
adopted throughout Burope. 

' Tas proportion ftill exifls; but we have na 
teafon on that account to contradi& thofe who 
had foretold that it would alter. If gold hath fal- 
fen but little in the markets, and not at all in the 
coin, fince the Brazil furnifh a great quantity of 
jt, this is owen to particular circumftances, which 
ao not'affect the principle. A great deal of gold 
is now ued for fetting of jewels, and for gilding, 
which has prevented the price of it from fall- 
ing fo rouch, as it would have done if our fafhions 
had not altered, It is this fame fpirit of luxury 
that hath always kept up the price of diamonds, 
though they are grow’n more common. 

Ar all times men have affected to make a parade 
of theit riches, either becaufe they were originally 
the reward of ftrength, and the mark, of power ; 
or becaufe they have every where obtained that 
regard, which is due only to abilities and virtue, 
A defire of attraéting the attention of others, 
prompts a man to ornament himfelf with the 
choiceft and moft brilliant things nature can fup- 
ply. The fame vanity, in this refpect, prevails 
among the favages as in civilized nations. Of all 
the fubftances that reprefent the fplendour of opu- 
lence, none is fo precious as the diamond ; nor hath 
any been of fuch value in trade, or fo ornamental 
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in fociety, Our women are fometimes dazzling 3 0,0 © 
with them. It fhould feem as if they were more 


anxious to appear rich than handfome. Are they 
not then fenfible, that a neck and an arm ele~ 
gantly turned, are a thoufand times more attraét- 
ing when uncovered, than when they are con- 
cealed under jewels? that the weight of their car- 
rings disfigures their ears? that the luftre of the 
diamond only diminithes that of their eyes? that 
this expenfive drefs is rather a fatire upon their 
hufbands or their lovers, than an encomium upon 
their charms? that the Venus de Medicis hath 
nothing but @ plain bracelet? and chat he who 
only admires in a fine woman the brilliancy of 
her jewels, is a man devoid of talte? 

Ture are diamonds of all colours, and of 
every fhade of the feveral colours, The diamond 
hath the red of the ruby, the orange of the hya- 
cinth, the blue of the fapphire, and the green of 
the emerald, This laft is the moft fearce and the 
deareft when it is of a beautiful tint, The rofe 
diamonds, blue and yellow, are the nexe in vas 
* Jue, The yellowifh and the blackifh are Jeaft 
efteemed, Tranfparency and clearnefs are the na- 
tural and effential properties of the diamond, ta 
which art hath added the brilliant and fparkling 
Juftre of the feveral faces, 

Tur diamond is a cryftalized ftone, of the form 
of an oftohedron, more or lefs well fhaped, It’s 
furfaces are in the fhape of a pyramid, either long 
or flat; but it’s folid angles are never fo clearly 
por fo regularly terminated, as they appear in the 

other 
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B 0.0 ® other cryitalized ftones, and efpecially in the rock 
ery cryltal. 

Bur this does not prevent it’s cryftallization 
from being regular in the infide. This ftone is 
compofed of finall layers, exceedingly thin, and 
fo clofely joined together as to form a fmooth and 
brilliant furface, even at the parts where they are 
broken. Notwithflanding this very clofe con- 
nedlion between the elements of cryftallization 
in the diamond, it can only be polifhed by find~ 
ing out the difpafition of the layers in their 
tranfverfe direction, at the point where the ex+ 
treme end of one layer lies over the other, With- 
out this precaution, the lapidaries would not fuc~ 
ceed, and the diamond would not take the po~ 
Jith, as is always the cafe with thofe which they 
call veiny diamonds, in which thefe extremities are 
not uniform, and in the fame direction, The 
diamond-cutters compare the compofition of thefe 
flones to the arrangement of the fibres of wood 
in the knotty parts, where they interfec& each 
other in every dire@ion, 

Tnx diamond is fuperior to any other precious 
itone, in it’s luftre, it's fire, and it’s folidity. To 
thefe advantages are added thofe of being more 
electrical, of receiving a greater quantity of light, 
when gently warmed by the fire, or expofed to 
the rays of the fun, and of retaining this light 
longer than other bodies, when it is afterwards 
placed in the dark, TThefe properties, and pera 
haps likewife fome imaginary qualities, have in- 
duced natural philofophers to think, that the dia- 
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mond was formed of a more pure fubftance than 3 00 
any other ftone. Several perfons have even ima- pees 


gined it contained fome of that primitive adami« 
tical earth, which hath been for fo long a time 
the object of fo many taborious anguies and ex= 
travagant {peculations. 

Tue hardnefs of the diamond fuggefted the 
idea of it’s being impoffible to be deftroyed, even 
by the moft intenfe fire; and this opinion ap 
peared to be very well founded, Notwithftand- 
ing this, the analogy upon this point, deduced 
from other ftones, and efpecially from thofe thar 
are compofed of quartz, which do riot undergo 
any alteration by fire, was never more defective 
than in this inflance, 

Trterg ate no accounts of the diamond having 
been fubmitted to the action of fire previous t6 
the year 1694 and 169s, when the celebrated 
Averani expofed one to the'focus of a burning- 
giafs, for the information of his pupil John Gat- 
ton de Medicis, The celebrated natural philofo- 
phers of thofe times, who aflifted at this experi- 
‘ment, beheld with aftonifhment that the dia 
mond was exhaled in vapour, and difappeared 
entirely, while the ruby; of a lefs compact tex 
ture than the diamond, only grew fofter; and 
while other precions flones, of a ftill fofter texture, 
did not experience fuch confiderable alterations. 
‘This fingulat experiment was repeated upon fe- 
yeral diamonds with equal fuccefs ; but the in- 
tenfenefs of the fire employed, was a convincing 
proof thac it could not have been done by any 
athan means Thala Arlt avnerimante wave buried 

in 
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BO OX jn oblivion, till the reign of the Emperor Frans 
tenes cis, who repeated them at Vienna; expofing 


diamonde, and other precious ftones, to the moft 
intenfe fire of a furnace, The refult was a con- 
firmation of the fact, that diamonds are deftroyed 
with the greateft eafe by fire, while other pre- 
cious ftones, even thofe of the fofteft kind, are 
at moft but flightly affected. 

Tue facts, though well attefted, appeared fo 
extraordinary, and were fo contrary to the re- 
ceived prejudices, that they funk again into obli- 
vion. Though recorded by the cotemporary 
writers, they were neverthelefs either unknow’n, 
or denied by thofe who had not been witneffes of 
them. 

Ar length M. Darcet undertook in France, im 
175%, to expofe the diamond to the fame heat 
as porcelain. After he had fatisfied himfelf of the 
truth of the experiments made in Germany, he 
communicated them to the Academy of Sciences, 
and afterwards repeated them in the midi of Pa- 
tis, in order that they might be eftablithed with 
all poflible authenticity. As this able philofo~ 
pher hath fince varied and combined his expe- 
riments, the inconteftible refult of them, and of 
thofe that have been made after him, is, that the 


* diamond evaporates and burns away readily in the 


fire and in the open air ; and that the complete de- 
ftruction of it, far from requiring the intenfe heat 
which it had been expofed to before his time, 
fcarce requires the degree of heat neceffary to 
keep fine filver in fufion, 
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M. Dancer hath moreover proved, that the ® oe 
dianoond can be deftroyed, not only in the opeh wey 


air, bur likewifé in ciucibles made of the beit 
baked porcelain, and hermetically {eaied, provided 
the crucibles be put ia che fire of large glafs- 
houfes, or in the intenfe fires for making porce- 
Jain, and which have been long kept up. 

Tac mot sGive meatruums, fach as alkaline 
falts in fuGion, and the moft concentrated mine~ 
rals, allifted even by the heat of fire, have no 
effe& upon the diamond. It is not affected by 
their action ; it does not mix with any glaf ia vi- 
trification; it does aot unite with aay fubhtance 
that is yet know’n ; and thefe qualities are equally 
cammon to the diamonds of India as to thofe of 
Brazil; to the white diamonds, as to thof that 
are black, or coloured; to the perfe& diamonds, 
and co the veiny diamonds, which cannot be 
worked. 

Sucu ave the particular properties of this fub. 
ftance, which is hicherto unparalleled in nature; 
that, although it poffeffes all the external appear~ 
ances of other ftones, it hath not the leaft affinity 
to them in the nature of it’s compolition; that, 
notwithftanding it’s exceflive hardnels, it is the 
only one of the fpecies which doth not refit 
the ation of even a moderate fire, but is entirely 
difipated by it, Thus it is that Nature, in her 
three kingdoms, difplays an infinite varieey of 
furprifing irregularities. Sometimes the feems to 
confine herfelf in the chain and fcale of beings, to 
the order of almoft imperceptible differences ; 
and fometimes, breaking through every kind of 
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BOOK feries; the takes a fudden flight, leaving an int+ 
fey menfe void behind her, and fixes two diltant 


botindaries, the intervals of which it is impoftible 
to fill up: Thus it is that cettain vegetables al- 
ready enjoy fome of the advantages of animal 
life! fe is the fame thing with gold, with mer- 
cury, and with fulphur, compared to other mine- 
ral and metallic fubftances: It is the fame, in a 
word, with man; who leaves all other animals at 
fo great a diftance behind him. ; 

Turre are very few diarhond mines. Till of 
late years, we knew of none but in the Eaft-In- 
dies. The oldeft is on the river Gouel, that 
iffues from the mountains, and falls into the 
Ganges. It is called the mine of Solempour, from 
the name of a village builé near that part of the 
tiver where the diamonds are found. Very few 
diamonds have ever been taken out of it, any 
more than out of the Suecadan, a river in the 
iNand of Borneo. The chain of mountains that 
extends from Cape Comorin to Bengal hath yielded 
inuch more. 

Tizre is a great variety in the foil from 
whence the diamonds are extracted. Several of 
thefe mines are fix, eight, and fometimcs as far 
as twelve feet deep, in a fandy and ftony foil; 
others are found in a {pecies of ferruginous mine- 
fal, where they are fifty fathoms deep. But i in all 
parts this fingular ftone is infulated, and doth not 
féem to adhere to any bafis, or to any rock, Tt 
is furrounded on all fides by a thin pellicle, rather 
opaque, and of the nature of the diamond itfelf. 


This pellicle is commonly covered over with @ 
eruft 
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croft not very folid, which is formed by the fir- 
rounding earth or fand, 

Tue Europeans, except a few inquifitive tras 
vellers, do not frequent the mines of Indoflans 
They are worked by the natives, who deliver the 
diamonds to the rich Banyans, who carried them 
formerly to Madrafs ; but who, fince the roads 
have been made, begin to convey them to Cal~ 
cutta. The whole of this branch of commerce 
is almoft entirely fallen, for a confiderable time 
paft, into the hands of a few Englifhmen, who 
trade on their cwn account. They fort the flones 
of different weight, and of different qualities, and 
put them into proper bags, which are fealed upy 
and fold in London with their invoice. Reckoning 
the fix laft years as one common year, the united 
value of all thefe diamonds hath amounted an- 
nually to 3,420,000 livres“. To this eflimare, 
which only comprehends what is regiftered, mutt’ 
be added what hath been concealed, in order to 
avoid the duty of two and three quartets per cent, 
which muft be paid co the India Company. 

Amone thefe diamonds, there was one found 
of an irregular fhape, and which weighed 193 
carats when cut, Ie was the property of an Aine- 
rican, who refufed to cede it to the Emprefs of 
Rafa for the fum of 2;500,000 livres +, befide a 
life annuity of 25,000 livres {. ‘This merchant 
met with no purchafer, and thoughe himf{clf very 
fortunate when Count Orloff, fome time after, 
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the offer of 2,500,000%, but without the an- 
nuity, In 31772, Catherine condefcended to ac- 
cept, on her feflival day, this valuble prefent from 
the hands of her favourite. 

Iv was to be feared, that the revolutions which 
fo frequently fubvert Indoftan would oceafion a 
{carcity of diamonds; but this apprehenfion was 
removed, by a difcovery which was made in 
1728, at Brazil, upon fome branches of the river 
das Caravelas, and at Serro de Frio, in the pro- 
vince of Minas-Geraes, 

Some flaves, condemned to fearch for gold, 
ufed to find fome little bright pebbles mixt with 
it, which they threw away as ufelefs among the 
fand and gravel. Antonio! Rodrigues Banha fuf- 
peed the value of them, and communicated his 
idca to Pedro d’ Almeida, the governor of the coun~ 
try. Some of thefe brilliant pebbles were fent to the 
court of Lifbon, who, in 1730, commiffioned 
dAcunha, their minifter in Holland, to havethem 
exammned. After repeated experiments, the artifls 
pronounced them to be very fine diamonds. 

‘Tur Portugueze immediately gathered them 
with fo much diligence, that the Rio-Janeiro 
fleet brought home eleven hundred and forty«fix 
ounces. This plenty leffened their price confi- 
derably; but the meafures taken by an attentive 
miniflry foon made them rife to their original va~ 
lue. They conferred the exclufive right of 
fearching for diamonds on a few wealthy affo- 
ciates; and in order even to reftrain the avidity 
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of the company itfel, ic was ftipulated that it 
fhould employ no more than fix hundred Mlaves in 
that bulinefS. It hath fince been permitted to in- 
creafe their number at pleafure, paying 100 fols* 
per day for every miner. 

T oinfure the bufinefs of the chartered companys 
the gold mines, which were worked in the neigh- 
bourhood, were in general fhutup; and thofe who 
had founded their expectations of fortune upon 
this frequently deceitful bafis, were compelled to 
turn their activity into fome other channel. The 
other citizens were fuflered to remain upon their 
eftates ; but capital punifhments were decreed by 
the law againft any perfon who fhould incroach 
upon the exclufive rights granted to the com- 
pany. Since the favercign hath fucceeded to the 
company, all the citizens are allowed to fearch 
for diamonds, but under the reftriction of deli- 
vering them to the agents of the crown at the 
price it hath Ripulated, and on paying twenty per 
cent. upon this fum. 

‘Yue diamonds that are intended to be fent 
from the New World to the Old, are inclofed in 
a cafket which hath three locks, the keys of 
which are feparately put into the hands of the 
chief members of adminiflration; and thofe keys 
are depofited in another cafket, which is to be 
fealed with the viccroy’s feal, While the ex- 
clufive privilege fubfifled, this precious depofit, 
on ivs arrival in Europe, was remitted to govern- 
ment, who retained, according to a fectled regys 
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lation, the very fcarce diamonds which exceeded 


profit of the company, to one, or to feveral 
contractors united, forty thoufand carats, at 
prices which have fucceffively varied, An en- 
gagement was made on one band to receive that 
quantity ; and osf the other, not co diftribute any 
more ; and whatever might be the produce of the 
mines, which neceffaily varied, the contrac 
was faithfully adhered to. 

Ar prefent, the court throws fixty thoufand 
carats of diamonds into trade. ‘Thefe are monopo- 
lized by one fingle merchant, who gives 3,£20,c00 
livres*, at the rate of 25 livres + the carat for 
them. If the fmuggling amounts to a tenth, 
as well informed peifons fuppofe, the fum of 
312,0.0 livres} mult be added to the fum re- 
ceived by government: it will be found that the 
produce of thofe mines, the riches of which there 
is fo great a propenfity to exaggerate, doth not 
amount annually to more than 3,432,000 livres ||. 
Thefe rough diamonds are purchafed by Tngland 
and Holland, who furnifh them to other nations, : 
more or Jefs well cut. 

Tue diamonds of Brazil are not found in 
quarrics ; moft of the: are fcattered in the rivers, 
the courfe of which is more or lefs frequently al- 
tered. It is a queflion not yet decided, whether 
they be formed there, or whether they have been 
carried there by the waters which empty them- 
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felves into chefe rivers. The increafe of their 
quantity in the rainy feafons, and after violent 
ftorms, would induce one to believe, that they 
have been wafhed away by the torrents which 
have detached them from the rocks and moun 
tains. 

In the Eaft and Weft Indies, the mines are 
fituated at a {mall diflance from the equator; 
fome of them in the firft degrees of northern lati- 
tude, and others in the correfpondent degrees 
of fuuthern latitude. The cruft which the rough 
diamonds are furrounded with, is thicler in the 
diamonds of Brazil than in thofe of Indoftan; 
and itis an cafy metter, or at leafl poffible, to dif- 
tinguifh them in that primary flate. Bue the moft 
fxilful lapidaries are deceived in them, after they 
have been once cut; they are accordingly of 
equal value in trade; but this equality is to be 
unierftood only df the fmall diamonds, Molt of 
the American diamonds, beyond four or five ca- 
rats, have blemifhes, which are feldom found in 
thofe of Afias and in that cafe the difference in 
the price is prodigious, Some artilts are likewife 
of opinion, that the Satter are harder, and more 
brilliant than the former; but this opinion is not 
generally reccived, 

Some very imperfect amethif's and topazes are 
likewife found in the diamond and gold country, 
as well as fame tolerable fine cryfolices, Thefe 
precious flones were never under the yoke of 
monopoly; and thofe who difcover them are at 
liberty to difpofe of them in whatever manner 
they think moft fuitable ‘to their intercfl, ‘Their 
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annual exportation, however, does not amount ta 
more than 150,000 livres *, and the duties which 
government receives from them, at the rate of 
one per cent, do not exceed 1500 livres }. 

Mints of iron, fulphur, antimony, tin, lead, 
and quickfilver, are likewife found in thefe rich 
countries, and in fome other provinces of Brazil; 
but no care hath been raken to open any of them. 
Copper only feems to have been refufed by na- 
ture to this vaft and fruitful region of the New 
Hemifphue. 

A cotony fo interefting hath been ufeful to 
Portugal in feveral ways. The increafe of the 
public revenue, by the Brazils, fecins to have been 
the kind of advantage which hitherto hath moftly 
engaged the auention of the government. The 
obligation to pay for the tranfportation of the 
metals, which is referved for thips of war; the 
exclufive trade of diamonds, the fale of a great 
number of monopolies, the overloading of the 
cuftoms ; fuch are the principal fources of wealth, 
which, even in Europe, an infatiable treafury 
hath opened to irfelf, 

Trrsr vexations have been carried Mill far- 
ther in America. A fitth of the profits upon gold 
and diamonds is required, which amounts to 6 or 
7,000,000 livres}. A tenth is demanded upon 
all kinds of productions, which, though colleéted 
without feverity, amounts to 2,873,000 livres ||. 
The inhabitants are obliged to purchafe cruzades, 
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which do not exceed 160,000 livres *, A duty is 2 9,9 * 
alfo exacted upon faves, which amounts to tyr 


1,076,650 livres +. Another for the rebuilding 
of Lifbon, and for public fchools, which amounts 
to 384,0.0 livres{; another from all fubaltern of- 
ficers of juflice, which amounts to 143,000 livres. 
Ten per cent. is likewife required upon every im- 
port andexport, which may yield 4,882,000livres 4; 
and 1,124,000 livres GY are demanded for the li- 
berty of conveying to inland countries the liquors 
and the commodities that are brought into port. 
Government hath alfo referved to itfelf the mo- 
nopoly of falt, foap, mercury, aqua fortis, and 
cards, which it farms out for 710,320 livres **, 

Norwitustranpine all thefe taxes, which 
bring in annually 18,073,970 livres ++ to the 
crown, it hath {till contraéted’ engagements in the 
Brazils. It owes 713,0co livres tt to Para, 
517,600 |Il| to St. Paul and to Matto-Groffo, 
10,110,000 livres §§ to Rio-Janciro; in all 
11,344,600 livres (J. In the former of thefe 
governments, the debt hath been accafioned, by 
the recent conftruction of fome forts, more or lels 
neceffary; and in the latter, by the wars which 
were obliged to be carried on againft: the Guaranis 
in 1750, and by thofe which it hath been requifire 
to fultain againft Spain. 
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On the other hand, in 1774, the Brazils wera 
indebted to the merchants of the mother-country 
to the amount of 15,165,980 livres *. “This was 
at leaft the opinion of a man who hath attended 
moft to this great fettlement, and hath ac- 
quired the beft information concerning it. 


Tux colony hath formed fome commercial in+ 
tercourfe with feveral countries of the globe. For- 
merly the fhips which returned from the Eaft In- 
dies to Portugal ufed to put in there, and to dif- 
pofe of part of their cargo. This. intercourfe 
hath been interrupted in latter times, for reafons 
with which we are unacquainted, hut which cans 
not be good ones. 

Tus Weltern Coatt of Africa, from the Cape 
de Verd Ifands to beyond the country of Angola, 
is more than ever frequented by the Brazilian na- 
yigators; and thofe of Rio-Janeiro have begun, 
not long ago, to trade on the northern coaft. 
Veffels are employed in thefe voyages which are 
built in the colony itfelf, and which are not of 
lefs than Gixty tons burthen, nor more than one 
‘hundred and forty, The crew is either entirely or 
moftly compofed of Negroes and Mulattocs. It 
js for the working of ihe mines, and for the cul- 
tivation of the lands, that this great exertion is 
made, It is evident from fome very authentic 
memorials which are now before us, that for 
thefe eight years pafl, fixteen thoufand three hun- 
fired and three flaves have been carried off fram 
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thefe unfortunate fhores every year. Thefe Naves, 
at the rate of 312 livres*, one with another, 
muit have cof 5,161,936 livres. They have 
been paid for with the gold, the tobacco, the 
rums, and the cottons, which come from Brazil ; 
and with the glafs manufaétures, the mirrors, the 
ribbands, and feveral kinds of toys brought from 
Europe. 

Te connections of the colony with the Portu~ 
gueze iflands are maintained for another purpofe, 
It receives annually from Madeira, by means of 
eight or nine fmal} fhips, to the amount of 
400,000 livres { in wine, vinegar, and brandy; 
and from the Azores, by means of four or five 
more veffels, to the amount of 610,000 livres § 
in liquors; to which are added, linens, {alt pro~ 
vifions, and flour. The agents of this trate, lade 
themfelves, in return, with thofe produétions of 
Brazil, the exclufive property of which thé mo- 
ther-country hath not referved to itelf, Thefe 
feveral branches of trade united, do not carry 
away annually more than to the amount of, 
2,271,000 livres |, of the production of the co- 
lony. 

Axmost all the riches of this vaft region of the 
New World, are carried into Portugal. From 
the year 1770 to 1775, they amounted annually 
to the fum of 56,949,290 livres]. Gold, dia- 
monds, four hundred and forty-three thoufand 
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3 aa © guintals of fugar, fifty-cight thoufand five hun+ 
ty dred quintals of tobacco; four thoufand five 


hundred quintals of cotton, twenty thoufand 
quintals of wood for dying, one hundred four- 
teen thoufand and twenty hides, together with 
fome other objeéls of lefs importance, made up 
this great fum. 

Arrrr the period we have been fpeaking of, a 
few variations took place, We are not fuffi- 
ciently acquainted with them to afcertain them 
with precifion; but we know to a certainty, 
that the mother country hath received every year 
from Rio Janeiro, a finall quantity of coffee and 
of indigo, together with one thoufand quintals 
of fugar, more than it received formerly. We 
know to a certainty, that it hath received from 
Para, and from Maragnan, every year, three 
hundred and twenty-one quintals of rice, and 
one hundred and ninety-two quintals of cotton 
more than were formerly fent; and we alfo 
know, that there hath been an annual diminu- 
tion of four thoufand hides, and of 965,000 
livres * in the gold, among the feveral remittances 
that have been made. 

Tse colony is paid with merchandize, which 
have not coft originally above fifteen or fixteen 
millions of livres +. The duties received by 
the fovereign himfelf, feveral monopolies, exor~ 
bitant taxes, the dearnefs of freighting, and the 
profits of the trade, abforb the remainder. 
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Portycat did not formerly fend from it’sqwn 7 9.9 & 
country to it’s colonies any thing befide liquors; H~— 
but fince the induftry of the province is, in fome 
degree, revived, it furnifhes one half of the con- 
fumptions made in the part of the New Hemi- 
fphere that is under it’s dominion, 

Ir is with two-thirds of the praduétions of 
Brazil, which are fold to foreigners; jt is with 
the gold and the diamonds which came from 
thele regions; it is with the wines, the woollen 
cloths, the falt, and the fruits of the mother- 
country itfelf, that Portugal is enabled to pay 
fixty millions * for the merehandize which they 
annually receive from the feveral countrics of 
Europe. The hare which the feyeral nations 
have taken in this trade hath experienced great 
variations, At this prefent time, England 1 is in 
poffeffion of fourteen parts of it, Italy of gight, 
Holland of feven, Hamburgh of fix, France of 
five, Sweden of four, ‘Denmirk of four, Spain’ 
of two, and Ruffia of ong only. The {poils of this 
nation have not always been thus divided, 

Tue firl conquefls of the Portugueze in Africa Portugal, 
and Afia, did not ttifle the feeds of their induftry. Stan te 
Though Lifbon was become the general ware- “ements, 


are fallen 


houfe for India goods, her own filk and woollen into 8 tne 


manufactures were {till maintained, and were moft degrin 
fufficient for the confumption of the mother- Realons of 
country and of Brazil, The national aétivity "™ 
extended to every thing, and made fome amends 


for the deficiency of population, which was be- 
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aoe coming daily more confiderable, Amid& the 
evyow various calimities that Spanifh tyranny oppreffed 


the kingdom with, the Portugueze could not 
complain of a ceflation of Jabour at home; nor 
was the number of manufactures much leffened at 
the time when they recovered their liberty. 

Tur happy revolution that placed the Duke of 
Braganza updn the throne, was the pertod of this 
decay. A fpirit of enthufiafin feized upon the 
people. Some of them croffed the feas, in order 
to defend diftant poffeffions againft an enemy 
who was imagined to be more formidable than he 
really was. The reft took up arins to cover the 
frontiers. The intereft of the whole nation pre- 
vailed over private views, and every patriot was 
folicitous only for his country. It might natu- 
rally be expected, that when the firfl enchufiafm 
was paft, every one would refume his ufual em~- 
ployment; but, unfortunately, the cruel war which 
followed that great event, was attended with 
foch devaftations in an open country, that the 
people chofe rather to forego their labours, than 
to expofe themfelves to fee the fruits of them 
continually deflroyed. The miniftry encouraged 
this fpirit of indolence by meafures which cannot 
be too feverely cenfured. 

Turir Gtuation put them under a neceffity of 
fotming alliances. Political reafons fecured to 
them all the enemies of Spain. The advantages 
they mutt neceffarily reap from the diverfions 
made in Portugal, could not fail of attaching 
thei to it’s intercft, If the new court had 
formed fuch extenfive views, a3 from the nature 


of 


IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 


of their enterprize i: might be prefumed.they ® 


495 


0.0 & 
1x. 


had, they would have know’p that they had no --yw 


need to make any facrifices in order to acquire 
friends. By an ill-judged precipitation they 
ruined their affairs, They gave up their trade to 
other powers, who were almoft as much inte- 
refted in their prefervation as they were them- 
felves. This infatuation made thofe powers 
imagine they might venture any thing, and their 
avidity fill prompted them to incroach upon the 
privileges that had been fo improperly lavithed 
upon them. The induftry of the Portugueze was 
deftroyed by rhis competition, but was again 
revived, in fome degiee, by an ertor of the 
French minittry. 

Turs crown had, fora confilerable time patt, 
been in pofleffion of fome ifands in America, 
The fhackles with which they had been reftrained 
had ’till then impeded their fertility. The cul- 


tures would fpeedily and infallibly have been’ 


improve, by a well digefted plan of liberty. 
The crown chofe rather to fecure to the mono- 
poly, to which they were fubjeded, the exclufive 
righe of fupplying the kingdoms and the fugars 
and tobaccos of Brazil, were ftriétly prohibited 
there in 1664. The court of Lifbon, irritated, 
as they had reafon to be, with this inconfiderate 
prohibition, forbad, on their parts, the im- 
portation of French manufactures, the only ones, 
at that period, which were efleemed in Portugal, 
Genoa immediately feized upon the filk trade, 
and hath kept ir ever fince; and England appro- 
priated to itfel€ the woollen trade, though with 

lels 
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B O° ® Jefs uninterrupted fuccefs, The Portuguezey 

Wy inftrufed by workmen from all quarters, began, 
in 1681, to manufacture the fleeces of their own 
flocks, The progrefs of this manufacture was 
fufficiently rapid, to enable the government to 
profcribe feveral kinds of foreign woollen cloths, 
and, foon after, to forbid thofe of all kinds. 

Great Briratn was much chagrined at thefe 
‘arrangements. For a long time, the Englifh 
ftrove, with great affiduity, to open the commu~ 
nication afrefh, which had been fhut againft them, 
Their endeavours were fometimes likely to be 
attended with fuccefs; but they were foon after 
obliged to give up thofe hopes, which they had 
reafon to think fo well founded. It was impof- 
fible to difcover in what manner thefe attempts 
would end, when a revolution happened in the 
political fyftem of Europe, which at once over- 
turned all the former ideas. 

A cranpson of Lewis XIV. was called to the 
throne of Spain, All nations were alarmed at 
this acceffion of power to the houfe of Bourbon, 
which they already thought too formidable, and 
too ambitious. Portugal, in particulat, which 
had always confidered France as a fiim friend, 
now behéld in her an enemy, who mull neceflarily 
defiie, and perhaps promote, her ruin. This 
induced her to apply for the prote@ion of Eng- 
land, which béing accuflomed td turn every 
event to her own commercial advantage, could 
not fail of availing icfelf, with warmth, of a cit- 
cumftance fo favourable to it’s intereft, The 
Englifh ambaffador Methuén, a profound and 

able 
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able negociator, figned a treaty, on the 27th of # 0,0 © 
December 1703, by which the comt of Lifbon —w—™ 
engaged to permit the importation of all Britifh 

woollen goods, on the fame footing as before the 
prohibition; upon condition that the Portugal 

wines fhould pay a duty one thiid lefs than - 

thofe of France, to the cuftom-houfe in Eng~ 

land. 

Tue advantages of, this ftipulation were very 
certain for one of the parties, but only probable 
for the other. England obtained an exclufive 
privilege for her manufactures, as the prohibition 
remained in full force with regard to thofe of 
other nations; but granted nothing on her part, 
having already fettled, for her own intereft, what 
fhe now artfully reprefented to her ally as a great 
favour. Since France had bought no more cloths of 
the Englifh, they had obferved that the high price 
of French wines was prejudicial to the balance of 
trade, and had therefore endeavoured to leffen 
the confumption, by laying heavier duties upon 
them, They have again increafed them from 
the fame motive, and itill made a merit of it to 
the court of Lifhon, as being a proof of their 
friend flip. 

Tue Portugueze manufactures fell, being 
unable to fupport the competition of the Englith, 
Great Brita clothed her new ally; and as the 
wine, oil, fale, and fruit the bought, was a trifle 
in comparifon to what fhe fold, ic was neceffary 
thac the deficiency thould be fupplied wich the 
gold of Brasil, The balauce inclined more and 

more 
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3B oo X more in favour of the Enplith, and it was fearce’ 
tenyred poflible that ic Mhopld noe, 

Aut perfons who are converfant with the theory’ 
of commerce, or have attended to it’s revolutions, 
know that an active; rich, and intelligent nationy 
which hath once appropriated to itfelf any confi- 
derable branch of trade, will foon engrofs all 
the lefs important branches of it. It hath fucl: 
great advantages over it’s competitors, that it 
difgufts them, and makes itfelf matler of the 
countries where it’s induftry is exerted. Thus it 
is that Great Britain hath found means to en- 
grofs all the productions of Portugal and her 
colonies. ; 

Iv furnifhed Portugal with clothing, food, hard 
ware, materials for building, and all articles of 
luxury, and returned her own materials manufac- 
tured. Thefe ufeful labours employed a million 
of Englifh arcificers or hufbandmen, 

Tr furniflied her with fhips, and with naval and 
warlike flores for her fettlements in America, and 
eqrried on all her navigation in other parts of the 
world. 

Ir had engroffed the whole money trade of 
Portugal. Moncy was borrowed in London at 
three or three and a half per cent, and negociated 
at Lifbon, where it was worthten, In ten years 
time, ‘the capital was paid by the intereft, and 
fill remained due. 

"Lr engroffed all the inland trade. There were 
Englith houfes fettled at Lifbon, which received 


all’the commodities of theit own country, and 
diltributed 
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diflributed: them to merchants; who difpofed of ® 9. * 
them in the provinces, moftly for the benefit of ~~~ 


their employers, A fimall profit was the only 
reward of this induftry, which 18 difgraceful to a 
nation that worked at home for the benefit of 
another, 

Ir carried off even the agency bufinefss The 
fleets deftined for the Brazils were the fole pro« 
perty of the Englifh, ‘The riches they brought 
back belonged to them. They would not even 
fuffer them to pafs through the hands of the Pot- 
tugueze, and only borrowed or pufchafed thei¢ 
name, becaufe they could not do without it, 
Thefe rangers difappeared as foon as they had 
acquitted the fortune they intended, and Jeft that 
nation impoverifhed and exhaufted, at whofe exa 
pence they lad enriched themfelves: It is des 
monftrable from the tegifters of the fleets, that 
in the fpace of fixty years, that is, from the 
difeovery of the mines to the year +4756, 
23490,000,000 livres * worth of gold had been 
brought away from Brazil, and yet, in this acter 
periods all the f{pecie’ in Portugal amounted to 
No more than 15 or 20,000,000 +, and at that 
time the nation owed one hundred million t, or 
more. 

Bor what Lifbon was lofing, London gained. 
England, ‘by her natural advantages, was only 
intended for a fecondary power. Though the 
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BOO ® changes that had fucceflively happened in the 
a religion, government, and induftry of the Eng» 


lith had improved their condition, increafed their 
ftrength, and unfolded their genius, they could 
not poffibly act a capital part, They knew by 
experience that the means which, in ,ancjent 
governments, could raife a nation to any height, 
when, without any conneétion with it’s neigh~ 
bours, it emerged, as it were, fingly out of 
nothing, were infuficient in modern times, when 
the intercourfe of nations, making the advantages 
of each common to all, left to numbers and 
ftrength their natural fuperiority. Since fol- 
diers, generals, and nations, had hired them- 
felves to engage in war; fince the power of gold 
had opened every cabinet and made every treaty ; 
England had learned that the greatnefs of a ftate 
depended upon it’s riches, and that it’s political 
power was eftimated in proportion to it’s millions. 
This tuuth, which muft have alarmed the am- 
bition of the Englih, became favourable to 
them, as foon as they had prevailed upon Por. 
tugal to depend upon them for neceffaies, and 
had bound,them by treaties to an impoffibility of 
procuring them from any other power. Thus was 
that kingdom made dependent on a falfe friend 
for food and raiment. Thefe were, to borrow 
the expteffion of a certain politician, like two 
anchors which the Bijtons had faflened upon that 
empire. They went further ftill: they made the 
Portugueze lofe all confideration, all weight, all 
influence in the general fyflem of affairs, by per= 
fuading them to have neither forces nor alliances, 
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Trufl to us, faid the .Englith, for your fafetys ® 9,9 ® 


,we will negociate and fight for you. Thus, 
without bloodfhed or labour, and without expe- 
riencing any of the evils that attend upon con« 
queft, they made themfelves more effectually 
matters of Portugal, than the Portugueze were of 
the mines of Brazil. 

Aut things are conneéted, both in nature and 
politics. It is fearce poftible that a nation fhould 
Jofe it’s agriculture and it’s indaftty, without a 
vilible decay of the liberal arts, letters, fciences, 
and all the found plinciples of policy and govern- 
ment. The kingdom of Portugal furnifhes a 
melancholy inftance of this truth, As foon as 
Great Britain had condemned it to a ftate of ins 
adlion, itis fallen into fuch barbarifin as is fearce 
credible. The light which had fhone all over 
Europe; did not extend itfelf to the frontiers of 
Portugal, That kingdorn was even obfeived to 
degenerate, and to attraét the contempt of thofe, 
whofe emulation and jeaulouly it had before ex- 


cited, The advantage of having tolerable laws,' 
while all ocher ftates were involved in horrible’ 


confafion; this ineftimable advantage has been of 
no fervice to the Portugueze. They have loft the 
tuin of their genius, by forgetting the principles 
of reafon, morality, and politics, The efforts 
they may make to emerge from this ftate of de- 
generacy and infatuation, might poffibly prove 
ineffectual ; becaufe good reformers are not eafily 
to be found ia that nation which flands moft in 
need of them. Men who are qualified to caufe 
revolutions in,empires, are generally prepared to 
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BO.o * it by previous circumftancess; and feldom ftart 

ey up at once. They have generally had their (ore- 
runners, who have awakened the minds of the 
people, difpofed them to receive the light, and 
prepared the neceffary means for bringing about 
gieat revolutions. .As there is no appearance of 
any fuch preparatory teps in Portugal, the dation 
mutt {lill continue for a long time in this humili- 
ating condition, unlefs it will adopt the prin- 
ciples followed, with fo much fuccefs, by the 
moft enlightened ftates. 

Means Tus fir ftep towards it’s recovery, that frm 

toot? ang ¥igorous one without which all the reft 


court of 


Lilbonougt Would be unfteady, uncertain, ufelefs, and per- 


wen haps dangerous, would be to shake off the yoke 

‘countysond Of England, Porcugal, in her prefent fituation, 

Tar colenists cagnot fublitt without foreign commodities ; 

woguld therefore, it is her intereft to promote the greateft 
competition of fellers the poffibly can, in order 
to reduce the price of what fhe is obliged to buy, 
As it is no Jefs the intereft of the Portugueze to 
difpofe of the overplus of their own produce and 
that of the colonies, they ought, for the fame 
reafon, to invite as many purchafers as poffible 
to their harbours, to enhance the price and 
increafe the quantity of their exports. Thefe 
political meafures are certainly liable to no ob- 
JeQion. 

. By the treaty of 1703, the Portugueze are ouly 
obliged to permit the importation of woollen 
goods from England, on the terms ftipulated be- 
fore the prohibition. They might grant the fame 
privilege to other nations, without incurring the 

reproach 
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reproach of having broken their engagement. A B O08 
liberty granted to one nation, was never inters Cand 
preted as an exclufive and perpetual privilege, 
thdt could deprive the ptince who granted it, of 
his righc of extending it to other nations, He 
muft neéceffarily be the judge of what fuits his 
own kingdom. It is not cafy to conceive what 
rational objection a Britith miniftry could make 
to aking of Portugal who thould tell them, I will 
encourage merchants to come to my dominions, 
who will feed and clothe my fubje&ls as cheap 
and cheaper than you, merchants who will take 
the produce of my colonies, from whence you 
will receive nothing but gold. 

We may judge of the effeét this wife conduc 
would have, by the events that have taken place, 
independent of this fpirited refolution, Iv ap- 
pears from the regifters of the cuftoms, that in 
the {pace of five years, from 1762 to 1766 in~ 
clufively, England, which, ’till very lately, en-, 
groffed the whole trade of Portugal, hath only 
fent there goods to the value of 95,613,547 
livres ro fous*; and hath received commodities 
to the amount of 37,761,075 livres; fo that the 
balance in money hath been but $7,692,475 
livres ft.” 

Tue circumftance which deceives all Europe, 
with regard to the extent of the Englith trade, 
is, that all the gold of Brazil is conveyed by the 
road of the Thames. This fees to be a natural 
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B00 K and neceffary confequence of the affairs carried 

wey on by that nation, Bue the truth is, that metals 
ave not allowed to go out of Portugal; and, 
therefore, can only be brought away by men of 
war, which are not liable to be fearched; that 
Great Britain fends two every weck, as regularly 
as the fea will permit; and that thefe fhips bring 
the riches of all nations into their ifland, from 
whence the merchants, difperfed in the feveral 
countries, receive them, either in kind, or in bills 
of exchange, paying one per cent. 

Tur Britith miniftry, who are not the dupes of 
thefe dazzling appearances, and are but too fen- 
fible of the diminution of this moft valuable 
branch of their trade, have, for fome time paft, 
taken incredible paing to reftore it to it’s former 
ftate. Their endeavours will never fucceed; be» 
caule, this is one of thofe events which are not 
within the reach of political wifdom. If the evil 
arofe from favqurs granted to rival nations, ar if 
England had been debarred from her former 
privileges, fome well condudled negociations 
might occafion a new revolution, But the court 

“of Lifbon hath never varied it’s condu& neither 
with Great Britain nor with other ftates. Her 
fubje&ts have had no other inducement to give 
the preference to the merchandife brought them 
fram all parts of Europe, than becaufe thofe of 
‘their former friends were fo loaded with taxes, 
that they bore an exorbitant price. The Pors 
tugueze will procure many articles at a {till more 
reafonable rate, whenever their government fhall 

eflablithy 
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eftablith a-perfec equality in their ports between # 0,0 © 
oon aed 


all nations. 

Tre court of Lifbon, after removing, in fome 
meafure, the difadvantages of their trade, which 
is merely paffive, fhould endeavour to make it 
active, Their minifters, in conformity with the 
prevailing tatte ofthe ape, have already eftablithed 
fome manufadlures of filk, of cotton, and of 
feel. We think that they ought to have begun 
by refuming the cultures that have been dropped, 
and by reanimating thofe that are languid. 

Tne clinfite of Portugal is favourable to the 
produdtion of filk, of which there ' was formerly 
great plenty. The baptifed Jews made it their 
bufinefs to breed worms, and to prepare the fill, 
till they were perfecuted by the inquifition, which 
was ftil] more fevere and more powerful under 
the houfe of Braganza, than it Had ever been 
under the Spanifh dominion. Moft of the manu- 
facturers fled to the kingdom of Valencia, and 
thofe who fold the produce of their labours re- 
moved, with their effefls, to England and Flol- 
land, which improved the aétiviry of both thofe 
countries. This difperfion was the ruin of the 
filk trade in Portugal, fo that no trace of it re+ 
mains at prefeat; but it might be refumed, 

Tim next cultivation that ought to be attended, 
to, is that of the olive tree. It is now garried on, 
and conftantly fupplies all the oil thar is wanted 
for home confumption, befide a femal quantity 
every year for exportation; but this is not fufi- 
cient. It would be an eafy matter for Portugal 
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B oe K to thare, in a more dire&t manner with other 

bery—~ nations, the profits they derive from this produc- 
tion, which is wholly confined to the fouthern 
provinces of Europe. 

Tuuyr wool is likewife capable of improve-~ 
ment, Though it be inferjor to that of Spain; 
the French, the Dutch, and even the Englifh, 
buy up twelve or thirteen thoufand quintals of it 
every year, and would purchafe a greater quantity 
if it were broughe to market, Thofe who have* 
travelled through Portugal, with that fpirit of 
obferyation which enables men to form q right 
judgment of things, are of opinion that double 
the quantity, might be obtained, without in- 
juring the other branches of induftry; and 
that, on the cantrary, ic might tend to their im- 
provement, 

Tue trade of fale feems to have been more 
clofely attended to. The North annually takes 
off a hundred and fifty thoufand tons, which 
may coft 1,400,000 *, Tt is corrofive, and takes 
off from the weight and flayour of our food; but 
hath the advantage of preferving fith and meat 
Jonger than French falt. This property will oc- 
cafion a greater demand fop it, in proportion as the 
navigarion of the country is extended, 

Tue Portugueze found a greater vent for their 
wines, than might have been expected fram their 
flavour and quality, Particular circumftances had 
yendered them moft commonly ufed in the North 
ef Europe, and of America, It was impoffible 
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to forefce; that the court of Lifbon itfelf would 3 6.0 « 


puta ftop td the fale of them, The order for 
rooting up the vines in Portugal, cotld only be 
dictated by private intereft, The pretence for fo 
extraordinary a law is fo abfurd, that no one has 
given credit to it, It is very well know'n that 
the ground where the vines have flood, can never 
be fit for the culture of corn, 

Bur if this were ever fo practicable, it would 
ftill be an unwatrantable infringement of the 
facred and unalienable right of Property, Ina 
monaftery every thing belongs to all; nothing is 
the property of any individual, but the joint pro~ 
perty of the whole community; it is one fingle 
animal with twenty, thirey, forty, a thoufand, 
or ten thoufand heads, Bue it is not the fame in 
fociety, Here every individual hath the difpofal 
of himfelf arid of his property; he poffeffes a thare 
of the general wealth, which he is abfoluce maf. 
ter of, and may ufe, or éven abufe, as he thinks 
proper, A private nian muft be at liberty to let 
his ground lie fallow, if he chufes it, without 
thé intervention of adminiflration, If govern- 
ment thould affume a right to judge of the abufe 
of property, it would foon take upon itfelf to 
judge of the ule of it; and then every true idea 
of liberty and property will be déflroyed. IE it 
can require me to employ my own property ac~ 
cording to it’s fancy; if it thould infiépunithe 
ments on my difobedience, my negligence, or 
my folly, and that, under pretence of general 
and public utility, I am, no longer abfolute matter 
of my own, I am only an adminiftrator, who is 
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BOOK to be directed by the will of another, The man 
—— who lives in fociety, muft in, this refpect be left 


at liberty to be a bad citizen, becaufe he will foon 

be feverely punithed by poverty, and by con~ 

tempt, which is worfe than poverty, He who 

burns-his own corn,:or throws his money away, 

is a fool too rarely to be met with, to make it ne~ 

ceffary to bind him by prohibitive laws, which 

would be injurious in themfelves, by their in~ 

fringement of the univerfal and facred idea of : 
property. In every well-regulated conftitution, 

the bufinefs of the magiftrate mult be confined ta 

what concerns the public fafety, inward tranquil- 

Tity, the condu€&t of the army, and the obferv~ 

ance of the laws. Wherever authority is extended 
beyond this, we may affirm that the people are 
expofed to oppreffion. If we take a furvey of all 

ages and nations, that great and fublime idea of 
public utility will prefenc icfelf to our imagination 

under the fymbolical figure of a Hercules, crufh- 

ing one part of the people with his club, amidft 

the fhouts and acclamations of the other part, 

who are not fenfible that they are foon to fall un- 

der the fame flrokes, 

To return to Portugal: that country flands in 
need of other meafyres than have hitherto been 
purfued, to reftore che culture of corn; it is in fo. 
languid a ftate, that the Portugueze annually im 
port three-fourths of the corn they confume, 
They never, perhaps, will be able to gather their 
whole fubfiftence from a foil which is not fufti- 
ciently well watered ; but it behoves them to left 
en,,a8 mych as they poffibly can, their depend~ 

ence 
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ence upon foreign fuccours. The population is ® 9° 
fuffictent to carry on the labours with fpirit, fince, Comet 


by allowing four perfons and a half to each fire- 
fide, it amounts to one million nine hundred and 
fixty thoufand fouls, exclufive of the monks. 

Tux court of Lifbon would lie under a.fatal 
miftake, if they thould imagine that time alone 
will bring about fo great a revolution, It behoves 
them to pave the way’ for it, by a complete re~ 
formation of the taxes, which have never been 
well regulated fince the foundation of the mo- 
narchy, and the confufion of which increafes every 
year. When the impediments are removed, 
every kind of encouragement muft be given, 
One of the moft fata}, prejudices, and moft de~ 
ftructive of the happinefs of men, and the profpe- 
rity of nations, is that which fuppofes that men 
only are wanting for the purpofes of agriculture. 
The experience of all ages hath fhew’n, that much 
cannot be required of the earth, ’till much hath 
been beftowed upon it. There are in all Portus 
gal very few farmers who are able, to advance the 
neceffary fums, Government fhould, therefore, 
aMf them, A revenue of 46,884,531 livres *, 
properly difpenfed, would facilitate this liberality, 
which is frequently more ceconomical than the 
molt fordid avarice, 

Tats firft change will be productive of others. 
The arts neceffary to agriculture will infallibly rife 
and grow up with it. Incultry will extend it’s fe~ 
yeral branches, and Portugal will no longer exhi- 
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80.0% bit dh inftance of a favage people in the midft of 

Lege civilized nations. The citizen will no longer be 
forced to devdte himfelf to celibacy, or to leave 
his countty in fearcli of employment. Comma- 
dious hotifes will be erected upon ruitis; and ma- 
tiufaétures fupply the place of convents. The 
fabjetts of this almofl ruined ftate, which now re- 
femble thofe feattered and folitary thrubs that dre 
found upon the foil of the richeft mines, will to 
longer be teduced to thofe neceffiti¢s they how ¢x- 
perieride, notwithftahding their mountains and ti- 
vers of gold. The wealth of the Mate will be 
kept in conftant circulation, atid will no longer 
be butied in the chuiches. Superttition will be 
banifhed, togethet with ignorance, defpair, and 
jndolence. Thofe who have no other objeét in 
view, but to commit exceffes, and expiate them, 
who ar¢ fond of miracles and magic arts, will 
thei be inflamed with public fpirit. The nation, 
freed from it’s fettcr's, and réftored to it’s natural 
aétivity, will exert icfelf with a fpirit worthy of 
it’s former exploits, 

Porrvaar will recolled, that fhe was indebred 
to her navy fot her opulence, her glory, and her 
ftrengcth, and will attend to the means of refloring 
it, It will no longer be reduced to feventecn 
men of war, to twenty-five warlike fhips of 
fmaller rates, and about a hundred merchant- 
men, ftom fix to ¢ight hundred tons burden, 
which ate ftill in a more ruinous Mate, Fer pa- 
pulation, reduced to one million nine hundred 
and fixty thoufand fouls, will increafe and fill 
her harbours and roads with active Meets, ‘The 

revival 
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revival of her navy will be dovbtle difficuls for 2 4 * 
a power, whole flag is not know’n on any of the Gyno 


Ruropean feas, and which, for a century paft, has 
given up her navigation to any power that would 
attend to it; bur eyery obftacle wifl be fur- 
mounted by a wife-and prudent government. 
When once it carries on all the navigation that 
fhould belong to it, confiderable fums will be re- 
tained in the kingdom, which are now conftantly 
expended for freight. : 

Tus change will extend it’s influence to the 
iflands that are dependent on the crown. Ma- 
deira, the annual exports of which amount to 
4,658,800 livres*, will extend it’s labour, it’s 
profperity, and it’s riches. The Azores will be 
fill more improyed. We know, that this Archi- 
pelago, confifting of nine fflands, of which Tera 
cera is the principal, hath no more than one hun 
dred and forty-two thoufand inhabitants ; and fells 
at prefent to the mother-country, fo Brazil, and 
to North America, it*s wines, it’s linens, it’s corn, 
gnd it’s cattle, to the amount only of 2,440,009 
livres -~ Even the Cape de Verd Iflands, not- 
withftanding the frequent droughts they expe- 
rience, will be able to multiply their mules, and 
more efpecially to cultivate the Perella, that {pe-, 
cies of grafs of the colour of mofs, which the 
North of Europe employs with fo much advan- 
tage ‘in dying. The government will not con- 
fine themfelves to the encouragement, in their pof- 
feffions, of the cultures only that ac know’n 
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B a9 K there; they will take care to introduce new ones, 
teeny which the fertility of the foil, and the tempera~ 


ture and variety of the climate, feem inceffantly 
to require. 

Tursz new improvements will be principally 
felt in Brazil, that great colony, which hath never 
been what it ought. 

Bazrore the year 1g2s, it received only fome 
banifhed perfons, without either morals or for- 
tune. 

Tun grandees, who at this period obtained pro- 
vinces there, made ica fcene of carnage and de- 
ftruction, For the {pace of fixty years, there was 
a Cofitinual ftruggle betwéen the Portugueze, 
who'withed to‘enflave all; and the Indians, who 
refufed to bear the chains that were intended for 
them, or who broke them after they-had been 
obliged to fubmit to them. 

Even the labours of a few Brazilians, who 
were Kept unde? the yoke by, a watchful exer- 
tion “of tyranny, were inconfiderable. Thofe of 
the Europeans were nothing, becaufe they would 
have thought themfélves degraded by flavith oc- 
cupations, The only fuecefs thar could be exe 
pected was from the Negroes; but they did not 
begin to multiply there till towards the year 
157% 

Ten years after this Portugal was enflaved; 
and we may readily fuppofe that the Spanifh go- 
vernment, which fuffered it’s own ancient poffef- 
fions in the other Hemifphere to fall into confu- 
fion, did not exert itfelf in improving the colo- 
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nie’ of a nation, which, though fubdued, ftill ex~ # 9,0 * 


cited it’s fufpicions. 

Tur long and bloody wars which Brazil had to 
faltain againft the Dutch, retarded it’s progrefs in 
every particular, ‘ 


Tis was alfo again impeded, by the revolu- 


tion which freed Portugal from the yoke of Spain, 
while it kept the two nations in arms during 
eighteen years. 

Wuixz thefe contefts were fubfifting, the 
European nations that had formed fettlernents 
in America, began to cultivate there pro- 
duétions, which till that time had been pecu~ 
liar to Brazil, This competition lowered the 
price of them; and the colony, difcouraged, did 
not export more than half of what they previoufly 
fold. So great a misfortune warned the miniftry 
of the neceffity of freeing thefe commodities from 
the taxes with which they were laden at their en- 
trance jnto the mother;country. The difcovery 
of the mines occafioned thefe objects to be nt- 
glected, which from that time appeared to be lefs 
important than they really were, 

Gop and diamonds, which are articles of va- 
Jue merely by convention, were themfelves preju« 
dicial to cultures, which they might have encou- 
raged, The hopes of making a brilliant fortune, 
by colleéting thefe fugitive and precarious riches, 
deterrnined a great number of proprietors to aban- 
don their plantations, 

Turs fatal illufion began to be diffipated, when 
the fyftem of monopolies put a Rop to the incli- 
nation generally fhew’n, of refuming a plan which 

was 
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R ae K was more fafe, and even more Incrative, than 
food that which had at firft fo much inflamed the ima 

ginations of men, 

Tue lett difputes with Spain were, in a word, 
a new fource of defolation to the colony, ‘The ins 
habitants were compelled by violence to quit their 
\abours; loans were extorted from them without 
interolt, for which they have not yet been res 
imburfed ; they were expofed to the utmoft ont. 
rages of the moft barbarous defpotifin, : 

Ar prefent, that thefe obftacles to every kind 
of good are moft of them removed, the riches 
which Brazil offers in vain, for three centuries 
pall, are no longer to be rejeéted. - The climate 
is wholefome in that part of the New World ; the 
harbours are numerous; and the coafts, which are 
of ently accefs, ave generally fertile. The inland 
part of the country, which is ftill more fruit. 
ful, and interfeGted by a great number of navi« 
gable rivers, may be cultivated for the wants or 
for the luxuries of Europe. All the produdtions 
peculiar to America thrive there, notwithitanding 
the havock made by the ants, and without appfe 
henfion of feeing them deftroyed by thote ter- 
rible hurricanes, and by thofe devouring droughts 
which fo frequently lay wafle the bef iflands of 
this hemifphere, It gives encouragement to la- 
bour, from the plenty of provifions, of cattle, 
aul of flaves : nothing is wanting to make it one 
of the finelt eftablithments upon the face of the 
globe. 

Iv will become fo, when it thall be freed from 
that number of impofts, and from that Saas 
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of contrd€tors which keep it in a ftate of humilia- 3 9.0 © 


tion and oppreffion, when it’s adtivity fhall no nd 
longer be reftrained by numberlefs monopolies; 
when the price of the merchandize conveyed to 
jt thall not be doubled by the taxes impofed upon 
them; when it’s productions fhall pay no more 
duties, or fhall only pay fuch as are not more 
confiderable than thofe of it’s competitors ; when’ 
it’s intercourfe with the other national poffeffions 
thall have been difencumbered from the fhackles 
which confine it; when the Eaft Indies fhall be 
Jaid open to it, and when it fhall be permitted to 
draw from it’s own produce the money required 
to carry on this new connection. 

Tue colony hath hands fuflicient to multiply 
and to extend thefe labours, At the time of our 

oe . . ed 
writing, it reckons one hundred feventy-fix thou- 
fand and twenty-eight white men; three hundred 
forty-feven thoufand eight hundred and fifty-eight 
flaves ; two hundred feventy-eight thoufand three 
hundred and forty-nine Indians; which together 
forms a population of eight hundred and two 
thoufand two hundred and thirty-five perfons. 
The number of favages, itill wandering about in 
the Brazils, is computed at two hundred thou- 
fand. Perhaps it might not be impoffible to in- 
duce them to acknowlege the authority of the 
court of Lifbon; but this would not be attended 
with much advantage, unlefs directors, more en- 
lightened than their predeceffors, fhould contrive 
methods that have efcaped the refe@ion of men 
for three centuries paft. 


Vou. IV. Ll A MORE 


514 

BOOK 
1X, 

Nae! 


HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


A mong certain method of increafing the mafs 
of productions, would be to admit into the Bra- 
zils all foteigners who would undertake the cul- 
tivation of them; an infinite number of Ameri- 
cans, Englifh, French, or Dutch, whofe planta. 
tions are exhaufted; and many Europeans, 
prompted by the ardent defire at prefent grow’n 
fo common, of making a rapid fortune, would 
convey their activity, their induftry, and their 
capitals into the country. Thefe enterprifing 
men would introduce a better fpirit into the co- 
lony, and would infufe into the degenerate race 
of the Portuguefe Creoles, that kind of anima- 
tion which they have loft for fo long atime. 
_ Tuts order of things might be eftablifhed with- 
out prejudice to any other intereft. ‘Two thirds 
of the borders of the great rivers are cultivated, 
Thefe virgin lands belong to the crown, whofe 
fyftem it hath always been to grant gratuitoully 
one league of territory, under the exprefs con- 
dition of cultivating it in a given time. By dif 
tributing thefe domains to their new fubjedts, 
they would not fpoil their old ones, and they 
would increafe their cultures as'well as the num~ 
ber of their defenders, 

Bur in order to accelerate the advantages’ of 
this new plan, it would be neceffary to efface 
even the flightelt veftige of the inquifition, that 
horrible tribunal the very name of which makes 
all people fhudder who have not entirely given 
up their reafon. This would even be a matter 
of little importance, if at the fame time the in- 
fluence of the clergy were not alfo diminifhed 
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in the public deliberations and in the affairs of 8 0,9 © 


individuals, 

Some ftates have been know’n to favour the 
corruption of priefts, in order to weaken the 
afcendant that fuperfticion gives them over the 
minds of the people. That this method is not 
always infallible, appears from what has happened 
in the Brazils, nor is this execrable policy recon- 
cileable with the principles of morality, It would 
be more fecure and more eligible to open che doors 
of the fanétuary to all the citizens without dif- 
tinction. Philip II., when he became mafter of 
Portugal, enacted, that they fhould be thut againft 
all fuch whofe blood was tainted with any mix- 
ture with Jews, Heretics, or Negroes. ‘This 
diftinétion hath given a dangerous fuperiority to 
a fet of men who were already too powerful. It 
hath been abolifhed in the African fettlements; 
and why fhould it be continued in America? Why, 
after taking from the clergy the authority they 
derived from their birth, fliould they not be 
abridged of the power they affume on account of 
their riches? 

Some politicians have afferted that no govern 
ment ought ever to appoint a fixed income for the 
clergy, but that their {piricuat fervices thould be 
paid by thofe who have recourfe to them. That 
this method would excite their zeal and vigilance. 
‘That they would grow daily more expert in the 
care of fouls by experience, ftudy, and applica- 
tion. Thele ftatefinen have been oppofed by 


philofophers, who maintained that an economy, - 


‘which would tend to increafe the activity of the 
Lia clergy, 
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809% clergy, would be fatal to public tranquillity; and 
v--— that it was better to lull that ambitious body into 


idlenefs, than to give it new ftrength. It is ob~ 
ferved, fay they, chatchurches and religious houfes, 
which have no fettled income, are fo many repofi- 
tories of fuperftition, maintained at the expence of 
the lower clafs of people, where faints, miracles, 
relics, and all the inventions with which impofture 
hath loaded religion, are made. So that it would 
be a benefit to fociety, if the clergy had a flated 
provifion; but {6 moderate, as to reftrain the 
ambition of the body and the number of it’s mem- 
bers. Poverty makes them fanatical; opulence 
independent; and both concur to render them 
feditious, 

Sucn at leatt was the opinion of a philofopher, 
who faid to a great monarch: There is a powerful 
body in your dominions, which hath affumed a 
power of fufpending the labour of your fubjedls, 
whenever it thinks proper to call them into it’s 
temples. This body is authorifed to fpeak to 
them a hundred times a year, and to fpeak in the 
fame of God. It tells them that the moft pow- 
erful fovereign is no more in the fight of the Su- 
preme Being than the meaneft flave; and that, as 
it is infpired by the creator of all things, it is to 
be believed in preference to the matters of the 
world, The effeéts of fuch a fyflem threaten the 
total fubverfion of fociety, unlefs the minifters of 
religion are made dependent on the magiftrate ; 
and they will never be effectually fo, unlefs they 
derive their fubfiftence from him, This is the 
only way to eftablifh a harmony between the 
oracles of heayen and the maxims of government, 
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tc is the bufinefs of a prudent adminiftration to 3 0,0 & 
bring, without difturbances or commotions, the Cu ~—ad 


clergy to that ftate in which they will be able to 
do good, without having it in their power to do 
mifchief, 

Tru the court of Lifbon hath attained this fa- 
lutary end, all projeéts of reformation will be in- 
effeGtual, The defects of ecclefiattical govern« 
ment will ftill fubfift, notwith{tanding all endea~ 
yours to reform them. The clergy muft be 
brought to depend upon the magiftrate, before 
the Portuguefe who live in Brazil can venture to 
oppofe their tyranny, Perhaps even the prejudices 
thefe inhabitants have imbibed from a faulty and 
monaftic education, may be too deeply rooted in 
their minds, to be ever eradicated. Thefe en- 
lightened views feem to be referved fot the 
next generation, This revolution might be 
haftened, by obliging the chief proprietors to 
fend their children to Europe for education, 
and by reforming the plan of public education in 
Portugal, 

Aux ideas are eafily impreffed upon tender or- 
gans. The foul, without experience as withouc 
reflection, readily admits truth and falfehood in 
matters of opinion, and equally adopts what is 
either conducive or prejudicial to the public wel- 
fare. Young people may be taught to value or 
depreciate their own reafon; to make ufeof it, or 
to neglect its to confider it as their beft guide, or 
to miltrutt it’s powers, Fathers obftinately defend 
the abfurdities they were taught in their infancy, 
their children will be as fond of the leading prin- 
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ciples in which they have been trained. They 
will bring back into Brazil notions of religion, 
morality, adminiftration, commerce, and agri- 
culture. The mother-country will confer places 
of truft on them alone. They will then exert the 
talents they have acquired, and the face of the 
colony will be totally changed. Writers who 
Speak of it, will no longer lament the idlenefs, the 
ignorance, the blunders, the fuperftitions which 
have been the ground-work of it’s adminiftration. 
The hiftory of this colony will no longer be a fa- 
tire upon it. 

Tue feat of incenfing Great Britain muft hot 
protraét thefe happy altérations one fingle mo- 
ment. ‘The motives which, perhaps, have pre~ 
vented them hitherto are but prejudices, which 
will be removed upon the flighteft examination, 
There are numberlefs political errors, which, 
once adopted, become principles. Such is the 
prevailing notion at the court of Lifbon, that the 
ftate cannot exift or profper but by means of the 
Englifh, It is forgotten that the Portuguéfe 
monarchy was formed without the help of other 
nations; that during the whole time of their con- 
tefts with the Moors, they were fupported by no 
foreign power; that their greatnefs had been in- 
creafing for three centuties fucceffively, when 
they extended their dominion over Afiica and the 
Ealt and Weft-Indies by their own ftrength. All 
thefe great revolutions were performed by the 
Portuguefe alone. Was it neceffary then that 
this nation fhould difcover a great treafure, and 
be a proprietor of rich mines, merely to fug- 

: gett 


IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. s1g 


geft the idea of it’s being unable to fupport it. 300K 
felf? Are the Portuguefe to be compared to thofe ed 
foolith individuals, whofe heads are turned by the 
embarraffment which their newly acquired fiches 

occafion ? 

No nation ought to fubmit to be protected, If 
the people are wife, they will have forces relative 
to thelr ficuation; and will pever have more ene- 
mies than they are able to withftand, Vnlefs 
their ambition be unbounded, they have allies, 
who, for their own fakes, will warmly and faith. 
fully fuppore their intereft. This general cruth js 
peculiarly applicable to thofe ftates that are pol 
feffed of mines, It is the interett of all other na- 
tions to be in amity with them, and if there be 
occafion for it, they will all unite for their pre. 
fervation, Let Portugal but hold the balance 
even between all the powers of Europe, and they 
will form an impenetrable bartier around her, 
England herfelf, though deprived of the prefer- 
ence fhe hath too long enjoyed, will ftill fupport 
anatian whofe ihdependence is effential to the 
balance of power in Europe. All nations would 
quickly join in one common caufe, if Spain fhould 
evet be fo mad for conqueft, as to attempt any 
thing againft Portugal. Never would the jealous, 
reftlefs, and quick~fighted policy of our age fuffel 
all the treafures of the New World to be in the 
fame hands, or that one houfe thould be fo pow: 
etful in America, as to threaten the, liberties o! 
Europe, 

Tis fecurity, however, fhould not induce the 
court of Lifbon to negleét the means of their own 
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BOOo prefervation, as they did when they trufted to the 

eye Britifh arms for their defence, or indolently reft- 
ed on the fupinenefs of their neigbours: when, 
deftitute of land or fea forces, they were accounted 
as nothing in the political fyftem, which is the 
greateft difgrace that can befal a nation, If the 
Portuguefe will regain the confequence they have 
Joft, they muft put themfelves in fuch a ftate, ag 
not to be afraid of war, and even to declare it 
themfelves, if their rights or their fafety fhould 
require it. It is not always an advantage to a 
nation to continue in peace, when all the reft are 
in arms. In the political as in the natural world, 
a great event will have very extenfive effects, The 
rife or fall of one empire will affect all the reft. 
Even thofe which are furtheft removed from the 
feat of war, are fometimes the vidlims of their 
moderation or of their weaknefs. Thefe maxims 
are dire€tly applicable to Portugal, particularly 
at this junéture, when the example of her neigh- 
bours, the critical ficuation of her haughty allies, 
the folicitations of the powers who are jealous of 
her friendfhip ; in fhort, every thing calls upon her 
to rouze, and to exert herfelf. 

Ts the Portuguefe will not at length frequent 
the feas, where alone they can diflinguifh them- 
felves, and from whence they mufi derive their 
profperity, if they do not appear with a powerful 
force at the extremity of Europe, where nature 
hath fo happily placed them, their fate is decided, 
the monarchy is at anend. They will fall again 
into the chains they had fhaken off for a mdment: 
as a lion that fhould drop afleep at the door of his 
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den, after ke had broken it open. The little cir- 
culation there is ftill within, would but indicate 
thofe feeble figns of life, which are the fymptoms 
of approaching death. The few trifling regula. 
lations they might make from time to time, re- 
fpe@ing the finances, the police, commerce, and 
the navy, whether at home or for the colonies, 
would be but weak palliatives, which, by conceal. 
ing their fituation, would make it only the more 
dangerous, 

Ir cannot be denied that Portugal hath fuffered 
the moft favourable Opportunity, that could have 
offered of refuming her former fplendour, to 
efcape, They are not politics alone that prepare 
revolutions. Some deflruétive phzenomenon may 
change the face of an empire. The earthquake 
of the firft of November 1755, which overthrew 
the capital of Portugal, ought to have reftored 
the kingdom, The deftru@ion of a proud city is 
often the prefervation of a whole ftate, as the 
opulence of one man may be the ruin of thoufands, 
Stately edifices might be fubyerted; effets, 
moftly belonging to foreigners, might be de~ 
ftroyed; idle, debauched, and corrupt men 
might be buried under heaps of ruins, without 
affecting the public welfare. The earth, in a 
tranfient fit of rage, had only taken what the was 
able to reflore; and the gulphs fhe opened under 
one city, werg already digged for the foundations 
of another, 

Bur we cannot flatter ourfelves with the hopes 
of future improvements, while we do not fee a 
better order of tings, a new ftate, and a new 
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B oe K people, a better management rifing out of the 
wv ruins of Lifbon, The nation that is not im- 
proved by a great cataftrophe is ruined without 
refource, or the period of it’s reftoration is re- 
ferved for fuch diflant ages, that it is probable it 
will fooner be annilulated than it can be regene- 
rated. May Heaven preferve Portugal from this 
fatal event! May it remove from my mind the 
prefage which cannot be impreffed upon it with- 
out plunging me into the deepeft affliction? But 
at this inflant I cannot conceal from myfelf, that 
as much as the great fhocks of nature give en- 
ergy to enlightened minds, fo much do they 
deprefs thofe that are vitiated by the habit of 
ignorance and fuperftition. Government, which 
every where takes advantage of the credulity of 
the people, and which nothing can divert from 
the fettled purpofe of extending the boundaries 
of authority, became more encroaching at the 
very inftant that the nation grew more timorgus, 
Men of bold fpirits opprefled thofe that were 
weak ; and the epocha of that great phanomenon 
turned out to be the epocha of accumulated flaye- 
ry; amelancholy burcommon effect of the cataftro- 
phies of nature. They ufually make men a prey 
to the artifices of thofe who are ambitious of rul. 
ing over them, Then it is that they take large 
flrides, by repeated acts of arbitrary power; 
whether it be that thofe who govern, do really 
believe that the people were born to obey, or 
whether they think chat, by extending their own 
power, they increafe the {trength of the public. 
Thofe falfe politicians are not aware that with 
fuch 
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fuch principlés, a ftate is like an over-flrained 9,0. & 
fpring, which will break at Jaft, and recoil tmnapud 
againft the hand that bends it. The prefent 
fituation of the continent of South America, 

but too plainly evinces the juftnefs of this 
comparifon. Let us now proceed to thew the 

effets of a different conduét in the American 

iflands. 
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